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AN ANALYSIS BULLYING FACED BY AUGUST PULLMAN IN  

WONDER MOVIE (2017): A PSYCHOANALYTIC APPROACH 

 

Abstract 

Bullying is an act that still often happens among teenagers environment. 

Bullying can be done by a group with an individual or an individual with an 

individual that can cause psychological trauma and physical injury. “An 

Analysis Bullying Faced by August Pullman in Wonder Movie 2017: A 

Psychoanalytic Approach” the author was chosen this title because wants to 

know the kinds of bullying in the movie. Bullying in the Wonder movie is 

very interesting to discuss, the Wonder movie directed by Stephen Chbosky 

is based on a novel by RJ Palacio. The main character is August Pullman or 

Auggie the boy who has a birth defect in his face named Treacher Collins 

Syndrome. The technique in this study using by literature. This study aimed 

to analyze the kinds of bullying that received August Pullman by his friends 

in school and the character elements Id, Ego, and Superego by using  

psychoanalytic theory by Sigmund Freud. The result of this study shows that 

verbal bullying is the main bullying that received by August Pullman. The 

two data sources used namely primary data taken from the movie and 

secondary data sources from website, previous studies, journal, thesis that 

related to this research. 

Keywords: Bullying, August Pullman, Psychoanalytic Theory, Id, Ego and 

Superego 

Abstrak 

Bullying merupakan tindakan yang masih sering terjadi di lingkungan remaja. 

Bullying dapat dilakukan oleh kelompok dengan individu atau individu 

dengan individu yang dapat menyebabkan trauma psikologis dan cedera fisik. 

“An Analysis Bullying Faced by August Pullman in Wonder Movie 2017: A 

Psychoanalytic Approach” penulis memilih judul ini karena ingin 

mengetahui macam-macam bullying dalam film tersebut. Bullying di film 

Wonder sangat menarik untuk dibahas, film Wonder yang disutradarai oleh 

Stephen Chbosky ini diangkat dari novel karya RJ Palacio. Pemeran 

utamanya adalah August Pullman atau Auggie si anak laki-laki yang memiliki 

cacat lahir di wajahnya bernama Treacher Collins Syndrome. Teknik dalam 

penelitian ini menggunakan studi kepustakaan. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk 

menganalisis jenis-jenis bullying yang diterima August Pullman oleh teman-

temannya di sekolah dan unsur-unsur karakter Id, Ego, dan Superego dengan 

menggunakan teori psikoanalisis Sigmund Freud. Hasil penelitian ini 

menunjukkan bahwa bullying verbal merupakan bullying utama yang 
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diterima oleh August Pullman. Dua sumber data yang digunakan yaitu data 

primer yang diambil dari film dan sumber data sekunder dari website, 

penelitian terdahulu, jurnal, skripsi yang berhubungan dengan penelitian ini.  

Kata kunci: Bullying, August Pullman, Teori Psikoanalisis, Id, Ego dan 

Superego 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Bullying is still warmly discussed in some areas. And an aggressive action that can 

result in physical injury or psychological trauma from repeatedly against a group to 

individual or individual against individuals. In addition, the majority to the minority 

is also done by bullying. Into physical or non-physical bullying can be divided. Can 

be divided that they are two categories verbal and nonverbal that is non-physical 

bullying. The victim that caused both physical and mental pain, the personality and 

behavior of bullying can cause changed. Occur in society such as mockery, 

scolding, isolation, and others, that some forms of bullying attitudes. 

August Pullman or Auggie is 10 years old and, a fifth grade boy who has a birth 

defect in his face. Abnormality that makes him feel strange looks when outside the 

home, so as to make him have to learn at home with his mother, Isabel, educated 

him with using homeschooling methods. But when the child enters adolescence, his 

mother enrolls Auggie in public school that is Beecher Prep middle school. So, he 

can have friends like in general children. This makes the father, Nate, worried about 

his son. Bad incidence are often experienced by Auggie, many students at the school 

chose not to be friends with Auggie. Julian, one of them. He deliberately spreads 

rumors that whoever touches Auggie will get "the plague" and instigates the 

students at school to avoid Auggie and often makes him a victim of bullying. But 

by get through it all, Auggie got a true friends one of them is Jack Will and not to 

forgetting his sister Olivia that always protect him and his parents that supporting 

him. 

In this case, according to (Apriliawati: 2020) the bullying action is an action 

aimed at hurting others, carried out repeatedly so that the victim suffered stress and 

also because of the social gap between the perpetrator and the victim. Bullying in 
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this movie causes anxiety and fear of a teenage child about his social life, how he 

socializes and how he can live a normal life like a child in general with  

Therefore the researchers decided to take this story because of the story is 

interesting for all people. Many lessons can be drawn from this story. Starting from 

how to appreciate differences that exist, always be kind, help each other help and 

support one another. This movie deserves to be a source of encouragement for 

children who have physical disabilities that they can also get what they want despite 

the limitations. 

Secondly the story line is interesting, so that it can bring the viewers immersed 

in a strong family story, mutual support, and warm affection for each other. Without 

violence, without having to be right. 

So from the reasons above, researchers want to analyze what kind of bullying 

faced by August in the movie. This story shows how the psychology of an almost 

teenage child experiences acts of bullying by his friends. 

 

2. METHOD 

This study uses qualitative methods in the form of Qualitative Research from 

Moleong (2013) "According to Bogdan and Taylor defines qualitative methodology 

as a research procedure that produces descriptive data in the form of written or oral 

words from people and observable behavior". The design of this research is 

document analysis. This research is called analysis because it tries to analyze the 

bullying faced by August Pullman in the Wonder movie. Called descriptive 

qualitative because the researchers explain the findings in the complete description. 

From an event that occurs in individuals or groups of an individual that qualitative 

data is data that comes from words which are then arranged into the text (Lambert 

& Lambert, 2012). 
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3. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

3.1 Finding 

3.1.1 Characteristics of August Pullman 

 The aim of this research was to find out the characteristics of August Pullman. 

After watching movie and doing analyze, the researcher found the characteristics.  

August Pullman or Auggie is 10 years old and, a fifth grade boy who has a 

birth defect in his face. Since he was born he has a physical disorder called 

Mandibulofacial dystosis or Treacher Collins Syndrome. He likes a variety of 

activities such as children in general like playing, cycling, sports and aspirations to 

become an astronaut like other children. Auggie is a very shy person. Especially 

with the condition of his face that makes the eyes of the people around him focus 

on him, it makes him very uncomfortable and embarrassed about it. Auggie is a 

smart kid especially in science, even though he was previously homeschooled with 

his own mother being his teacher. Jack Will is hard to learn science, with a kind 

heart and a sense of wanting to help, Auggie also offers Jack Will to study science 

together at his house. Auggie is a very funny person for his age. People who know 

Auggie for the first time will be surprised by his appearance.   

 

Picture 1. Auggie introduce himself (00:01:23 – 00:02:22) 

(Sources: http://149.56.24.226/wonder-2017/ ) 

 

 

 

http://149.56.24.226/wonder-2017/
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3.1.2 Kinds of Bullying that August Pullman Received 

In this Wonder movie August Pullman or Auggie who is the victim of bullying.  

Most of the bullying that happens to Auggie is non-physical bullying that is verbal 

bullying, but Auggie got once on physical bullying.  

a) Verbal Bullying 

Verbal bullying is a form of bullying that is spoken with hurtful words and can 

also damage the mentality of the child being bullied. August Pullman being an 

object verbal bullying by his schoolmates and in nature retreat by students from 

another school because his unormal face conditions. Here the author will show 

some scenes that show Auggie getting Verbal Bullying when and where the verbal 

bullying happened and also the author will explain the events in the scene and some 

conversations at the time of the incident.  Here, the verbal bullying faced by August 

will shows based on screen captured.  

• On School Tour 

 

Picture 2. On school tour (00:09:24 – 00:10:06) 

(Sources: http://149.56.24.226/wonder-2017/ ) 

Julian underestimated Auggie intelligence, he came back to asking 

unnecessary questions about Auggie's that have unormal face. 

http://149.56.24.226/wonder-2017/
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• First Day at School 

 

Picture 3. First Day at School (00:17:00 – 00:18:30) 

(Sources: http://149.56.24.226/wonder-2017/ )  

Then julian purposely asked Auggie wether he liked the character of Darth 

Sidious in Star Wars movie. And Auggie knew that Darth Sidious is one of the 

bad character in the movie that have an ugly and terrible face. Directly, Julian 

compared Auggie's face with Darth Sidious' face.  

• On Halloween 

 

Picture 4. On Halloween (00:45:10 – 00:45:48) 

(Sources: http://149.56.24.226/wonder-2017/ ) 

http://149.56.24.226/wonder-2017/
http://149.56.24.226/wonder-2017/
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Jack will who is Auggie's best friend, he unexpectedly said something cruel that 

he would kill himself if he had a face like Auggie and said that his face would be 

terrible, while laughing.  

b) Physical Bullying  

Physical bullying is bullying that takes actions such as hitting, pushing, and 

anything that is done physically. August Pullman once received physical bullying 

from children another school which made him injured in the elbow. The author will 

explain the incidents in the scene and some conversations at the time of the incident.  

Here, the physical bullying faced by August will shows based on screen captured.  

• On Broarwood Nature Reserve 

 

Picture 5. On Broarwood Nature Reserve (01:34:52 – 01:35:52) 

(Sources: http://149.56.24.226/wonder-2017/ ) 

Auggie and Jack Will were pushed to the ground by are two boys  and then one 

girl, they are all seventh grades from another school.  

3.2 Discussion  

In analyzing of character and kinds of bullying that August Pullman 

received in Wonder movie, the researcher using psychoanalytic approach from 

http://149.56.24.226/wonder-2017/
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Sigmun Freud (1923) that is Id, Ego and Superego. After seeing the whole Wonder 

movie,  August Pullman got a lot of verbal bullying and got one physical bullying 

at the end of the movie.  

In scene at 00:09:24 – 00:10:06 Auggie got first verball bullying from Julian 

that underestimated Auggie intelligence, and came back to asking unnecessary 

questions about Auggie's that have unormal face. When Julian belittled Auggie by 

asking if Auggie knew eraser, Auggie answered that he knew what eraser is, that 

was Auggie Id element. And at the time also Julian asking unnecessary questions 

about Auggie's that have unormal face, Id element in Auggie want to answered 

Julian question but, his Superego element hold him by knowing that Julian is an 

annoying boy who just  likes attention. And his Ego element that is tried instead to 

keep smiling.  

In first day at school at scene 00:17:00 – 00:18:30, he got verbal bullying 

indirectly. Auggie really likes Star Wars movie  and Julin knew about that. Then 

julian purposely asked Auggie wether he liked the character of Darth Sidious in 

Star Wars movie. Directly, Julian compared Auggie's face with Darth Sidious' face, 

that is supposed to mean ugly face. Auggie’s Id element that want to cry after looked 

at Julian's expression that is like scary smile but his Superego element knowing that 

Julian just a boy that want noticed. The Ego element just ignoring Julian. After 

school, he was crying which describe his Id element. Auggie felt that his face was 

ugly, just like what Julian said. With Superego element awareness he understands 

that his face is like this can not be changed. His mother given him some advised 

that the point is that he is not ugly. Then his understand, his Ego element is trying 
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to greatful what he had. That is Ego chargeable for addressing reality was the part 

of temperament.  

Scene at 00:45:10 – 00:45:48 on Halloween, Auggie got verbal bullying 

behind his back from Julian and what hurts even more is that Jack will also said 

something bad about Auggie. Jack Will unexpectedly said something cruel that he 

would kill himself if he had a face like Auggie and said that his face would be 

terrible, while laughing. But the thing that is more encouraging to the psychological 

figure of August is the environment. The environment where he goes to school can 

make him psychologically unwell due to abuse by his friends. Frustration and 

concern August figures get seen from a psychoanalytic approach, when he got 

bullying and telling with his sister, Via Pullman, shows that August figure was 

experiencing upheavals Id element. Where Id element is driven by the pleasure 

principle that seeks to fulfill all the desires and needs, if not met, then there will be 

anxiety and tension as in figure.  

Auggie Pullman got bullied verbally but not with words thrown at him, but 

through letters at scene 01:26:24 – 01:26:55 in February. Julian gives Auggie a 

letter with a scary face on it, it is meant for Auggie face. Also Julian who is using 

a photo editing application, removes Auggie from classmates photo and on the back 

of the photo that is very bad writing directly for Auggie. Id element of Auggie 

sadness in that moment. Mr Brown who saw Auggie sad face, he told Auggie to tell 

him if he needed help. But Superego element bad deeds are not rewarded with bad 

deeds too. And Make it not to magnify the problem that is Ego element.  
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Auggie got physical bullying at scene 01:34:52 – 01:35:52 on Broarwood 

Nature Reserve in Pennsylvania. There are two boys  and then one girl, they are all 

seventh grades from another school came from behind Auggie and Jack Will and 

start to annoying Auggie because his face. Jack Will scolded them, but instead he 

was dropped to the ground. The Id of Auggie was angry and wanted to repay them. 

But he Superego remembers what his mother said that violence is not good. Then 

Auggie bring Jack Will to run away from them.  

Incapacitated negative energy that acts to suitable approached impulses, 

needs, and desires, the Id was the personality element made up of it. According to 

the personality theory of Sigmund Freud's psychoanalysis. For addressing reality, 

temperament that is Ego was the part of chargeable. According to psychoanalytic 

theory, the Id coexists with the Ego. Retained all the morals and expectations 

internalized that we appear to learn from our relatives, society, and perents at large 

that Superego was an aspect of the temperamen.  

Based on the result of data analysis, the researcher found if the August 

Pullman figure has a balance between Id, Ego and Superego elements. But many 

factors affect his psychology. One of them is Environment. The environment in 

which he studies, where he plays. So that August Pullman character experiences 

stress when he goes to school and vents all his anger at home. Using 

psychoanalytical approach, the psychological suffered by August Pullman is about 

the balance between Id, Ego and Superego elements. Where the elements of 

personality are in proportion to children aged 10 years. 
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4. CLOSING 

From the analysis of researcher, it can be concluded that the August Pullman figures 

are very good figures to be emulated that is kind, funny, like to helping people who 

close to him and make it laugh. Starting from the attitude and nature. Beside that, 

the main character of Wonder movie namely August Pullman or Auggie, bullying 

action are really occurs. there is also a lot of bullying going on in the surrounding 

environment, This analysis found several forms of bullying in the Wonder movie 

that August Pullman faced, namely verbal bullying and physical bullying. On verbal 

bullying that befell August pullman, namely saying bad things about his face, 

vilifying indirectly through an image, photo editing that have bad writing behind 

the photo. And for the physical bullying that was received, August Pullman was 

pushed to the ground. Actually psychological is a good thing, but because he gets 

pressure from outside, so he has a psychological disturbance. External factors can 

greatly influence the psychological well-being of others. In addition, from the 

wonder film there are many positive things taken related to the education of 

children, families, schools and associations that can be taken. And then, when 

researchers analyze the psychological figure of August using a psychoanalytic 

approach, it makes us know how the role of psychoanalysis in a literary work, one 

of them in a film. 
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