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AN ANALYSIS ON STUDENTS’ COMPETENCY IN WRITING RECOUNT 

TEXT IN JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 01 KRADENAN IN 2020/2021 

ACADEMIC YEAR 

Abstract 

In this study, the researcher focused on students' competency in writing recount text. 

This study aims at describing the students’ competency in writing recount text in 

Junior High School 01 Kradenan in 2020/2021 academic year, especially in eight 

grades. The data obtained in this research were from observations, interviews of 

researchers with language teachers at the school, and journals related to competency 

research. This research is descriptive and qualitative research. In this study, the 

researchers also present supporting data regarding students' competency in writing 

recount text in Junior High School 01 Kradenan. Based on the research finding, the 

researcher concludes that the students’ competency in writing recount text that 

include students' abilities in writing recount texts, students' skills in writing recount 

texts, and some difficulties faced by students in writing recount text such as incorrect 

grammar, limited vocabulary, lack of motivation, punctuation and pronunciation. The 

researcher concludes that the student's competency which includes the ability, skill, 

and knowledge of students towards recount text writing is still classified at a medium 

level. 

Keywords: competency, writing, recount text. 

Abstrak 

Dalam penelitian ini, peneliti memfokuskan pada kompetensi siswa dalam menulis 

teks recount. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mendeskripsikan kompetensi menulis 

siswa dalam teks recount di SMP 01 Kradenan Tahun Pelajaran 2020/2021 

khususnya kelas VIII. Data yang diperoleh dalam penelitian ini bersumber dari 

observasi, wawancara peneliti dengan guru bahasa di sekolah tersebut, dan jurnal 

yang berkaitan dengan penelitian kompetensi. Penelitian adalah penilitian deskriptif 

dan kualitatif. Dalam penelitian ini, peneliti juga menyajikan data pendukung 

mengenai kompetensi menulis teks recount pada siswa di SMP 01 Kradenan. 

Berdasarkan temuan penelitian ini peneliti menyimpulkan kompetensi siswa dalam 

menulis teks recount, kemampuan siswa dalam menulis teks recount, keterampilan 

siswa dalam menulis teks recount, dan beberapa kesulitan yang dihadapi siswa dalam 

menulis teks recount seperti kesalahan pada grammar, kosak kata yang terbatas, 

kurangnya motivasi, kesalahan tanda baca, dan kesalahan pelafalan, Peneliti 

menyimpulkan bahwa kompetensi siswa yang meliputi kemampuan, ketrampilan, dan 

pengetahuan siswa terhadap menulis masih tergolong rata-rata. 

Kata kunci: kompetensi, menulis, teks recount.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 

This study aims to analyze students’ competency in writing recount text in Junior 

High School 01 Kradenan. There are four skills that students must master in 

learning English, namely listening, reading, speaking and writing. Writing is a 

skill that generates language and expresses ideas, feelings, and opinions. This 

implies that writing is one of the key skills that English language learners must 

master. The writing process is taught from childhood through to schools and 

colleges. Writing is something that is considered important and most difficult for 

the students in the language learning process and this skill needs to be mastered. 

According to Hamp-Lyons and Kroll (1997: 8) in Weigle (2002: 19), writing as an 

event that takes place in context, which achieves a certain purpose, and is properly 

shaped for the target audience. Thus, writing not only generates text, but also to 

communicate in social action with other people. Students are supposed to be able 

to create texts or messages to connect with others by writing. It is necessary, 

however, to see writing not only as an individual product, but as a social act as 

well. Writing is considered more complex than other skills in an academic setting 

and students find that these skills over a long peiod of time consume more energy 

and focus, thinking skills and learning. 

As one of the four language skills, writing has always occupied a place in 

most English language course. One of the reasons in that more and more people 

need to learn to write in English for occupational or academic purposes. English 

department students especially need to learn to write to prepare themselves for the 

final academic assignment, thesis writing. Thus, in terms of students' needs, 

writing occupies an equal role with the other language skills. It is generally agreed 

that writing is the most difficult skill to master for foreign language learners. This 

is because multiple components are involved. Such as punctuation and 

capitalization, material, rhetoric, vocabulary, grammatical structures, and writing 

mechanics, must be taken into account when a learner in writing (Hartfiel, 1985: 

102). 
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Competency serves to determine the goals and objectives to be achieved in 

such a way that students' knowledge, skills and ability can be easily measured. The 

learning outcomes or the types of competencies that students are expected to do 

with language are the students' ability to apply language skills in situations 

commonly encountered in everyday life. The set of results or competencies comes 

from the analysis of the tasks required by students in their life role situations 

(Richards and Rodgers, 2002: 141). The language teaching program at CBLT 

(Competency-based Learning Teaching) is organized based on curriculum-based 

competencies (CBC), which is a set of standard education programs that direct 

students to be competent in various life skills in which every life skill consists of a 

set of competencies or learning outcomes. Competency can refer to the acquisition 

of knowledge, skills, attitudes, and ability needed to support achievement. All of 

these competencies are standardized to suit the demands of society. 

Recount is a report on the memory of a related event sequence (Siahaan, 

2010: 5). Its aim is either to educate the audience or to entertain. Recount is 

formally the sequence text that does nothing more than sequence event series. 

Recount contains the historical history. There is no complication among the 

participants in activities that are conducted in the past period and that differentiates 

from the narrative. Basically, a report on the experience of a sequence of 

correlated events is written down. Recount text usually uses the tense of the past. 

Recount has almost the same shape as narrative since it has a purpose to tell the 

action or event in the past, both recount and narrative. Recounting the differences 

tells the actions of events not only to provide knowledge but also to provide a 

moral lesson by providing a problem experience and then a problem solving can 

be done. 

The main procedure of the approach involves the imitation, copying, and 

transformation model provided by the teacher that emphasizes the final error-free 

product. The main purpose of students' writing activities is "to catch mistakes in 

grammar, spelling, and punctuation" (Leki, 1996: 173). For example, at the 
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elementary or intermediate level, following this theory, the student activity 

practice writing grammar. Students are given short texts and instructed by the 

educator to convert all singular nouns into plural nouns or present tense to past 

tense, and active sentences into passive sentences. 

In this study, the researchers will focuses on students' competency in writing 

skills in writing recount text. In this case, the researcher wanted to find out how 

high the competency of students in Junior High School 01 Kradenan in writing 

recount text. In this study, researchers conducted research on students at the eighth 

grade of Junior high School 01 Kradenan who took recount text subjects. 

Researchers also studied recount text material and improved writing skills 

according to competency so that researchers wanted to find out whether students' 

competency in writing skills in recount text were good or not.  

 

2. METHOD  

This chapter discusses the research methods and the description of respondents, 

the research techniques, the data collection procedure and the statistical treatments 

used. 

2.1 Type of the Research 

 The type of this research is descriptive and qualitative research through case 

study. Qualitative method is a research which does not use the statistics data 

(Abdurrahman and Soejono, 1999:11). Larsen, Freman and Long (1999:11) 

state that the qualitative prototypical approach is an ethnographic analysis in 

which the researcher does not set out to test the theory, but rather to observe its 

focus on what it present.  

2.2 Subject of the Study 

The subject of the study was the students at eight grade who study recount text 

material at Junior High School 01 Kradenan in 2020/2021 academic year. 
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2.3 Object of the Study 

The object of the study is limited on students’ competency in writing recount 

text held in Junior High School 01 Kradenan in 2020/2021 academic year. 

2.4 Research Data and Data Source 

The data of this research were the students’ competency in writing recount text 

and the research data of this study are got from observation on students’ 

competency in writing recount text in Junior High School 01 Kradenan. 

Students who have already obtained the recount text subject are the data base of 

the study.  

2.5 Method of Collecting Data 

The method of collecting data is the first method of collecting data of this 

research is observation. The researcher observes the students’ competency in 

writing recount text and the students’ difficulties in writing recount text Junior 

High School 01 Kradenan in 2020/2021 academic year. The second method of 

collecting data in this research is interview.  Hadi (1979: 226), states that 

“interview is method for collecting data by questioning and answering to get 

the purpose”. So, interview is important to get information or data from the 

teacher and students. 

2.6 Technique for Analyzing Data 

The researcher uses non-statistical analysis to examine data, the data in this 

research is analyzed using the descriptive qualitative approach. Following data 

collecting, the writer divides the remaining time between the three stages of 

analysis: data reduction, data presentation, and drawing conclusion and 

Verification 

 

3. FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

In this chapter the researcher is presenting the data that was collected through 

observation and interview provided by the researcher. The primary theme of this 

chapter is to identify the students’ competency in writing recount text, students’ 
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knowledge about writing recount text particularly for the eighth grades of Junior 

High School 01 Kradenan. 

3.1 Research Finding 

There have been four kinds of research finding obtained by the researcher. They 

are: students’ competency in writing recount text, students' skills in writing 

recount text, students' ability in writing recount text, and the students' 

difficulties that usually encounter while writing recount text especially in eighth 

grades. 

3.1.1 Students’ Competency in Writing Recount Text 

According to research conducted through interviews with English teachers, 

students' competency in English lessons, particularly in writing recounting text, 

is at the medium level. The levels of classification of educational competency 

one of which is meta-subject competency is exemplified by research 

competency. It encompasses the entire set of educational competencies that are 

closely linked to students' knowledge mastery processes of cognition, search, 

logic, and creativity. Some authors Edwards, N. M., & Osipova (2011: 30–31), 

emphasize the transforming nature of research skill and portray it as an 

integrated human attribute. 

There are two factors that influence student learning competency, namely 

internal factors and external factors. An internal factor in improving student 

competency is student knowledge. Bachman and Palmer (1997: 67) state 

'knowledge' instead of 'competency'. Student knowledge or mastery of the 

material will greatly affect students’ competency. The external factors that 

affect students’ competency are learning books such as worksheets to measure 

students' abilities based on basic competency and core competency.  

Based on the researchers’ observations, from the teachers’ assessment in 

the classroom, the tasks that have been done by the students, and the grades of 

the students, the researchers found that the competency of writing recount texts 

for the students in Junior High School 01 Kradenan at the medium level. 
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3.1.2 Students’ Skills in Writing Recount Text 

Writing is also a language skill that requires ideas and knowledge. Students 

must have basic skills in writing, because writing is one of the language skills. 

In order to improve student skills, teachers play an important role in providing 

knowledge and direction.  

According to research, English teachers in Junior High School 01 

Kradenan do not use the aforementioned practices to develop language skills, 

particularly writing skills in English, due to pandemic restrictions. One of the 

language teachers at the school uses the strategy or habit indicated above, 

which is to keep a diary utilizing proper phrases and writing procedures. The 

teacher can measure the students' writing competency and skill based on these 

tasks. Because it contains past tense words and recounts past experiences or 

occurrences, writing a diary is likewise a recount text. 

Some students are able to correctly and confidently answer questions 

from the teacher, while others are confused, hesitant, and not confident to 

answer questions from the teacher or share their experiences. Students are still 

fearful of being wrong or insecure and not confident when answering questions 

from the teacher, as seen by a variety of students' difficulties, and they become 

passive in class. Some students are focused and active in class, able to convey 

their thoughts and ideas, and respond well to questions from the teacher. This 

situation shows that students in Junior High School 01 Kradenan have medium 

level of students’ skills in writing recount text. 

3.1.3 Students’ Ability in Writing Recount Text 

The ability of students is measured by whether or not students are able to do 

assignments given by the teacher. Students with good abilities are able to 

complete assignments for the teacher properly and correctly and receive good 

grades. To measure the ability to write a recount text, the teacher gives 

homework to students to assess the mastery of the recount text materials.  
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Researchers found several types of assignment given by the teacher to 

improve students' competency and abilities. The teacher asks students to write 

down students' personal experiences, work on worksheets, complete the gap 

text, arrange the sentences to make a good paragraph and practice writing past 

tense and present tense. There were many errors analysis in the students' 

answers, such as grammar, sentence patterns, punctuation marks, limited 

vocabulary and there were still a lot of false pronunciation when students 

presented or read the text. When online meeting class, then the teacher ask 

student to read or speaks the text and the teacher found some students’ 

mistakes, in directly the teacher corrected. After correcting the student's 

assignment, the teacher gives guidance so that the students will not make the 

same mistakes again. To improve the ability, open only one task at a time and 

repeat it according to the student's competency and level. The students’ ability 

in writing recount text in Junior High School 01 Kradenan at the medium level. 

3.1.4 The Students' Difficulties that Usually Encounter While Writing Recount Text 

The difficulties that are often faced by students in writing are caused by a lack 

of knowledge about writing. The difficulties that occur in Junior High School 

01 Kradenan, there are internal problems that arise from teaching and learning 

English activities, such as incorrect grammar, limited vocabulary, lack of 

motivation, punctuation and pronunciation. These problems will greatly affect 

student achievement and competency. In reality, students' difficulties in writing 

recount text are as follows: 

1) Grammar 

There are some students still confused in using correct grammar and some of 

students also think that grammar is a difficult thing, many students' mistakes 

were found in grammar, when the teacher asked students to make English 

sentences, there were still many errors in grammar as well as the use of 

tenses. However, there are also many students who can use their grammar 

well and are able to write with a few errors’ analysis. 
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2) Limited Vocabulary 

In writing activities, a broad vocabulary is needed so as not to repeat 

vocabulary that makes the reader bored quickly when reading the written 

work. Students' vocabulary should be increased by taking notes on the 

memorized vocabulary; these notes will help students expand their 

vocabulary. Because writing activities necessitate broad ideas, it necessitates 

a lot of vocabulary. 

3) Less motivation 

In addition to building student achievement from the outside, it is also 

necessary to build good personal or student character from within, such as 

examples of support and motivation provided by the teacher. It is not 

uncommon for students to be ashamed when they present their work or many 

students are not confident enough to convey their thoughts.  

In this situation, it is necessary for the teacher's efforts to raise 

students' learning motivation and confidence. By continuing to give positive 

responses and words that make them continue to learn in conditions full of 

limitations like today. To improve students' learning abilities and 

competency, especially students' writing competency, learning motivation is 

needed. Not all students like English lessons but with a good motivation 

generator it will definitely make students who don't like English become 

interested in English. 

4) Punctuation 

Punctuation is one that must be considered in writing, punctuation also 

serves to make it easier for readers to understand the text. From this 

research, the researcher found some punctuation errors in the text written by 

the students. Inappropriate capitalization, punctuation marks such as periods, 

commas, quotation marks, question marks and exclamation marks are still 

often ignored by students in writing. 
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3.2 Discussion 

In this research, students’ competency in writing recount text and teaching 

learning process in Junior High School level, especially in eight grades, 

students are introduced to several types of text such as recount text, descriptive 

text, narrative text and others. And in this researcher focus on the students’ 

competency on the writing of recount text.  

Researchers identified some evidence of analyzing students' competency 

and abilities from assignments given by the teacher, as well as some students’ 

difficulties in writing recount text, based on observations made by researchers 

on eighth grade students in Junior High School 01 Kradenan. In this study 

researchers also found some general mistakes of students in the teaching and 

learning process, namely incorrect grammar, limited vocabulary, less 

motivation, and punctuation. As this time, the role of the teacher is very 

important to provide an explanation of students and correct students' mistake. 

To scoring in writing, Hughes (2003:100-102) stated writing necessitates 

the understanding of features of writing such as syntax, organization, 

vocabulary, mechanics, and content by the writer since successful writing 

necessitates the understanding of those aspects by the readers. It will develop a 

healthy communication between the writers and the readers if the writers can 

write well. The scoring rubric for writing assessment (in Hughes, 2003: 104), 

Brown (2004: 246), and Henning (1987: 150): 

Table 1. Scoring 

Aspect Criteria Scores Categories 

Content: 

Topic 

development 

1) Thorough development of topic  

2) Relevant to topic but lacks detail 

3) Inadequate development of topic 

4) Does not show knowledge of topic 

10 

9 

8 

7 

Very Good 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

Organization: 

Paragraph 

structure 

1) Write paragraph correctly 

2) Loosely organized but ideas stand 

out  

3) Incoherent ideas and ideas logical 

sequencing 

10 

9 

 

8 

 

Very Good 

Good 

 

Fair 
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4) Does not write paragraph structures 

correctly 

7 

 

Poor 

Vocabulary: 

Word choice 

diction 

1) Employ accurate and effective 

choice of words diction 

2) Employ lacks accuracy of diction, 

but meaning not obscured 

3) Errors in applying diction or word 

form, and meaning obscured  

  

Grammar: 

Sentence 

structure 

construction  

1) Use correct grammar 

2) Several errors of tense pronouns, 

subject-verb agreement, etc, but 

meaning not obscured. 

3) Major errors of tense, pronouns, 

subject-verb agreement, etc, but 

meaning not obscured. 

4) No mastery of sentece construction 

and dominated by errors 

10 

9 

 

 

8 

 

 

7 

 

Very Good 

Good 

 

 

Fair 

 

 

Poor 

Mechanics: 

Spelling, 

punctuation, 

and 

capitalization. 

1) Very little errors of mechanics  

2) Few errors of mechanics but 

meaning not obscured  

3) Many errors of mechanics and 

meaning obscured 

4) Dominated by errors of mechanics 

10 

9 

 

8 

 

7 

Very Good 

Good 

 

Fair 

 

Poor 

 

Maximum score = 40 

Students’ score = 
              

             
      

Final score = 
  

  
 x 100 = 100 

According to, Abbas (2013:21) the range of final scores categories: 

Table 2. final score 

Range of Final Scores Categories 

86 – 100 Very Good 

71 – 85 Good 

56 – 70 Fair 

10 – 55 Poor  

 

From the table above, we can conclude, learners who received a score of 

86-100 are categorized as "very good," 71-85 are categorized as "good," 56-70 

are categorized as "fair," and 10-55 are categorized as "poor." 
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At Junior High school 01 Kradenan, it is known that the total number of 

students studied were 32 students, 6 students had excellent academic scores, 10 

students were in the good grade category, and 16 students were in the average 

grade category. 

 

4. CLOSING 

In this chapter, the researcher provides the research conclusion based on the 

observation at Junior High School 01 Kradenan.  In addition, the research has 

proposed suggestions to others who are involved with the research study and its 

major theme. 

4.1 Conclusion 

The researcher can draw conclusion based on the observation of students’ 

competency in writing recount text, students' skills in writing recount text, 

students' ability in writing recount text, and the students' difficulties that usually 

encounter while writing recount text especially in eighth grades. 

The skills and ability of students in Junior High school 01 Kradenan in 

writing recount text are middle and of course they really need guidance from 

the teacher. According to the research and observations that have been carried 

out, the researcher concludes that the student's competency which includes the 

ability, skill, and knowledge of students towards recount text writing is still 

classified as medium.  

4.2 Suggestion 

The English teachers should understand student situations, keep control of 

student learning activities even in online teaching learning activities, make the 

learning atmosphere as comfortable as possible, and teachers continue to 

encourage students. 

The students should improve their competency in writing skills and 

understand the material from teacher especially writing recount text material 

well, read more such as reading novels or science or story books, practice 
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writing well and correctly, and write down new vocabulary listed in notes. For 

further research, it should be supported by evidence of interviews with students 

in order to better know the specifications needed by students. 
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