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COLOR-BLIND RACISM BASED ON THE DEAR MARTIN NOVEL BY

NIC STONE (2017): A SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE.

Abstrak

Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengidentifikasi tindakan color-blind
racism yang terdapat didalam novel Dear Martin. Kisah dalam novel Dear
Martin ini menghadirkan beberapa plot cerita yang menunjukkan tindakan
rasisme, baik itu tindakan rasisme yang terlihat jelas maupun rasisme buta
warna. Novel Dear Martin merupakan novel yang menceritakan tentang
kehidupan Justyce McAllister dan ras kulit hitam lainnya di Amerika Serikat
yang mengalami tindakan rasis. Penelitian ini adalah penelitian kualitatif
yang sumber data utamanya adalah novel Dear Martin karya Nic Stone.
Sumber data lainnya diambil dari berbagai referensi seperti web, buku dan
artikel penelitian terdahulu yang berkaitan. Teknik pengumpulan data dalam
penelitian ini menggunakan teknik dokumentasi. Dari hasil analisis data ada
tiga jenis kerangka rasisme buta warna yang terdapat dalam novel ini: bingkai
rasisme budaya, minimalisasi rasisme, dan bingkai liberalisme abstrak.
Kata kunci: color-blind rasisme, rasisme, Dear Martin

Abtract

The purpose of this study was to identify the color-blind racism contained in
the novel Dear Martin. The story in the novel Dear Martin presents several
story plots that show acts of racism, be it acts of apparent racism or color-
blind racism. Dear Martin novel is a novel that tells about the life of Justyce
McAllister and other black races in the United States who experience racist
acts. This research is qualitative research, where the main data source is the
novel Dear Martin by Nic Stone. Other data sources are taken from various
references such as the web, books, and related previous research articles.
Data collection techniques in this study using documentation techniques.
From the results of data analysis, there are three types of color-blind racism
framework contained in this novel: a frame of cultural racism, minimization
of racism, and a frame of abstract liberalism.
Keyword: color-blind racism, racism, Dear Martin

1. INTRODUCTION

The issue of race and skin is still a matter of debate in American society. The

United States government itself has recognized racial equality, but many still feel

there is no racial equality. There are still many African-Americans who are getting
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racist treatment from white people. For example, black children in the United

States are seen as rioters so they must receive punishment for what they have

never experienced.

Dear Martin is one of the novels written by Nic Stone and published in

2017. This novel is written based on the true story of an incident in the United

States, where an African-American teenager was shot and considered a criminal

without knowing what their mistake was. Dear Martin tells about a young man

named Justyce, a young man of African-American descent. Justyce himself

experienced various acts of racism in his life. He tries to tell what he experienced

in his life every day by writing letters to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Dr. Martin

Luther is an activist in the civil rights and peace movement against race. The story

in Dear Martin's novel presents several story plots that show acts of racism,

whether it's acts of racism that are clearly visible or color-blind racism.

Justyce is a smart and accomplished man, he goes to a school where the

majority of the students are of the white race. Justyce experienced several acts of

color-blind racism committed by her classmates who were of the white race. His

friend Jared, who thinks that everything is equal now indirectly compares Manny's

family who comes from a rich black race to Justyce's mother, who is considered

less hardworking so that she can't be as rich as Manny's. Not only that, but Jared

also felt that he experienced affirmative action because Justyce was more accepted

at Yale than he was. Jared felt that he was superior and smarter than Justyce, so he

felt it would be unfair if Justyce had been accepted at Yale first. He considered

that white people should be given the opportunity first then black races. Apart

from Jared, Justyce's other friends like Blake also do color-blind racism.

Based on previous research, there has been no research that discusses

color-blind racism in the novel Dear Martin. There are also previous studies that

mention color-blind racism but the object of research is not a novel. Such as

research conducted by Bonilla-Silva (2020) in his study discusses how the

framework of color-blind racism is considered to have affected many things

during a pandemic due to the coronavirus. In his study, he revealed that color-

blind racism limits structural understanding of the various kinds of racial
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problems that occur during the coronavirus. Ware (2015) also discussed the color-

blind racism that still occurs. In his research, he discussed color-blind racism in

France with the problem of prejudice or bias against immigrant immigrants who

have ethnic minorities. Edwards (2017) in his study discusses the attitude of

color-blind racism in relation to micro aggressions in the context of racism and the

privileges of white people. The difference between previous research and research

is that the previous research was more about cases of color-blind racism in the

environment so that it can be categorized as social research. The object of

previous research was mostly the community directly and the language was

racism behavior and the presence or absence of color-blind racism among the

community, especially towards educational institutions such as colleges and

schools. Meanwhile, this research discusses color-blind racism whose object is a

literary work of a novel by an American writer named Nic Stone.

The reason the researchers chose the issue of color-blind racism in the

Dear Martin novel is that in this novel there is not only racism that often occurs,

such as stereotypes and discrimination that often occur. The issue of color-blind

racism is an issue that is rarely discussed because not many people know what this

type of racism looks like. In analyzing this novel, the researcher uses the color-

blind racism theory according to Bonilla-Silva (2003) which classifies racism into

four frames, namely the cultural racism frame, minimization of racism, abstract

liberalism of frame, and naturalization frame. In conducting this research, of

course, there are several problems to be investigated. The following are the

problems that will be examined in this study.

2. RESEARCH METHOD

The type of study in this research is literary study. Literary study is a study of

works written based on imagination such as novels, films, drama, and poetry. This

research is a qualitative research. According to the Burgess (1994) explain that

qualitative research is a study that produces descriptive data in the form of words

or writings and the behavior of the people being observed. Nisrina (2019) data is a

value that describes an object or event obtained from raw data and in the form of
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facts, figures, or text. The data will be collected by researchers to complete this

research in the form of text. The text is based on the novel like the character,

words, sentence, or paragraph. The primary data source of this study is the novel

Dear Martin by Nic Stone (2017) and secondary sources come from several

websites, journals, books, and previous research related to the topics discussed.

The data collection method in this research is using documentation method.

Documentation is chosen to collect data that will be obtained by researchers. This

is because this study is a qualitative study that analyzes the novel by Nic Stone.

So that the documentation technique is more suitable for use in the process of

collecting data. In analyzing the data the researcher used the analysis technique

according to Matthew B. Miles, A. Michael Huberman (1994) consisting of data

reduction, presentation of data, dan conclusion withdrawal and data verification.

In doing data validity, using theory from Patton (1999), namely the tringulation

technique. Triangulation refers to the development of phenomena in a broad and

complete manner, it can also use various methods during the research process

(Patton, 1999).

3. FINDING AND DISCUSSION

3.1 Finding

3.1.1 Results of the analysis in the frame color-blind racism in the work

First, after analyzing the Dear Martin novel, the researcher found that

there are three central frameworks contained in the Dear Martin novel.

Bonilla-Silva (2003) argues that there are four central frameworks for

color-blind racism, namely, Cultural Racism Frame, Minimization Racism

Frame, Abstract Liberalism Frame, and Naturalization Frame.

a. Cultural Racism Frame

This framework relies on culturally-based opinions such as

for example black people have many babies which are used as a

basis for explaining minorities. In Dear Martin, this color-blind

form is reflected in the attitudes and statements of Jared, a white

teenager who is also Justyce's school friend. Her attitude of
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showing a color-blind type of cultural racism frame began when

Doc, as the supervisor of Justyce's debate team and his friends,

gave them a topic about equality.

Jared: “All right, I'll try to answer. I think yes of course we
have implemented equality in terms of race.”
Doc: “Give an explanation”
Jared: “Everyone born in this country is a citizen who has
full rights. Some people say that there is still racial injustice,
but I think this is just a divisive way. Now America is out of
color.”
SJ: “Of course you can say that. Sorry, but you (white people)
have never been the least bit aware of the hardships outside
your group.”
(Stone, 2017) Dear Martin/ Chapter 3 page 23-24

After that debate between them still took place, Jared refuted

SJ's statement by saying that Manny's parents were richer than his

parents, he argued that black people have the same opportunities as

white people provided they are willing to work hard. Jared said that

black people cannot escape poverty because of their laziness. He

also compared his two black friends Manny and Justyce. According

to him, Manny and Justyce are both black teenagers but their lives

are different. Many come from families that can be said to be rich,

their parents who are black or minority can prove that they are not

poor. From this, it can be assumed that Manny's parents were not

lazy so they could have a better life. But unconsciously this offends

Justyce because indirectly Justyce's mother is considered a lazy

single parent because of their lives in poverty.

b. Minimization of Racism Frame

Racism with this model can be said to be almost similar to

the cultural racism that has been previously mentioned. Some white

people think racism in the United States is not a serious problem.

They tend to simplify the various forms of discrimination that exist

around them. When they knowingly or unintentionally talk or make
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racist jokes in front of black people they just perceive it as a joke.

In this frame, black people are considered too sensitive when they

feel offended by racist jokes that white people make. In Dear

Martin, the actions that reflect this type of color-blind racism are

some of the acts of Jared and his friends that they sometimes

jokingly offend about race.

Blake: “Hey, I'm so glad you guys came, hear that this party
has a beautiful black girl from Decatur Prep, her body is hot
and if she wants to meet my nigger best friend I have a
chance to take her to the room”. (Laughs)
Justyce: “Are you serious, you idiot??”
Manny: “Jus, calm down”
Justyce: “Oh no, I won't calm down. This friend of yours has
displayed a racist dwarf and a picture of a white person with
black makeup on the wall and he is talking like that.”
………….Manny tried to stop their fight
Justyce: “Bad things have happened, Manny. Your best
friend is a racist!
Blake: “Hey, why are your people always fussing over
race??” (Minimization of racism)
Justyce: “What? Our people? Did you realize that Manny
was one of those too?
Blake: The difference is, Manny has the common sense he
doesn't mind race, why can't you just relax?”
(Stone, 2017) Dear Martin/ Chapter 10 page 70-71
Their debate continues and makes Jared also interfere. When

Justyce starts to get fed up and annoyed, Jared adds to his

annoyance by saying that he and his friends must be careful

because Justyce can attack at any time.

c. Abstract Liberalism Frame

This framed model can also be called abstract racism. This

frame refers more to the abstract behavior of white people when

they explain racist issues. There are two supporting principles or

ideologies of this frame, namely:

 Equality of opportunity belongs to everyone
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This principle is explained in more detail with the phrase

“everyone” which is definitely often pronounced which applies

to all people, both white and black skin, but in fact, these

sentences are often used to carry out affirmative actions on

blacks. In the novel Dear Martin, the action that reflects this

principle is found in Jared's action of not accepting Justyce

being able to enter Yale University while he has not been

accepted (chapter 7). Jared thought it was unfair because he felt

that his test scores were the best in class and he was the

basketball captain. He thinks that minorities like Justyce are

often given special opportunities which are detrimental to the

majority. In fact, Justyce was accepted at Yale because she was

indeed smart and had tried hard to get accepted at Yale. Jared's

view of the reasons why Justyce is more accepted at Yale than

him is certainly at odds with his claim that equality of

opportunity belongs to everyone (chapter 3). If the sentence was

true and came from within itself then there would be no problem

if Justyce was more welcome at Yale than Jared. Let's look at

the quote below:

…… when Jared's Social Evolution class immediately raises
his hand.
Jared: “I have something to discuss today, sir”
Doc: “Yes, please talk”
Jared: “What I want to discuss is how affirmative action
actually discriminates against the majority.”
SJ: Are you kidding?
Jared: “Of course not. Let's look, I'm second in class, I'm
captain of the baseball team, active in the end-of-week
ministry, and my test scores are higher than Justyce's but she
got accepted early at Yale and I didn't. It must be because I'm
white and he's Negro.”
Doc: “That's a serious assumption, Jared”
(Dear Martin / Chapter 7 page 47)
(Stone, 2017) Dear Martin / Chapter 7 page 47-48
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Here explained that Jared's statement which he thinks is

unfair if Justyce is more accepted at Yale is wrong. If Jared

thinks it is an affirmative act then it is wrong because both

Jared and Justyce both have the same opportunity and qualify

to be admitted to Yale. This did not make Jared think any

better.

 Meritocracy

On this principle, white people believe that someone will

be chosen and rewarded based on their hard work, not from the

privileges they have. This principle-related action was

reflected in Jared's feeling that he was more than anything but

Justyce. He assumed that Justyce was accepted at Yale not

because of his hard work and intelligence but because of

quotas for minority groups and blamed the affirmative action

he always mentioned. Let's take a more detailed look at the

excerpt below on the chapter 7 page 49 :

Jared: “I also deserve to be accepted! Affirmative action is
just nonsense! In essence, affirmative action only benefits
minorities excessively. Maybe I and Justyce are equal, but
what about the other minority members who will be accepted
before me but they don't qualify, that's not fair.”
SJ: “Is that fair? You have a further means than him. Is it
fair if the college only considers GPA and test scores in
determining who is eligible for admission? "
(Stone, 2017) Dear Martin / Chapter 7 page 49

With his abstract behavior, Jared attacks Justyce using

Meritocracy principles to attack affirmative action and also

protect the privileges he has. No matter how hard Justyce

proves that he is accepted at Yale because of his achievements,

Jared will continue to think that he deserves to be at Yale more

than Justyce.
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3.1.2 The way color-blind racism reflected in the novel

Second, in addition to analyzing the type of frame color-blind racism

contained in the Dear Martin novel, the researchers also analyzed the

relationship between the Dear Martin novel and the issues discussed,

namely color-blind racism using literary elements, including:

a. Theme

Staton in (Nurgiyantoro, 2005) defines a theme as meaning in a

story that specifically explains most of the elements of the story in a

simple way. According to him, the theme can be synonymous with the

main idea and main goal. The novel Dear Martin tells about some

racist actions experienced by the main character, Justyce. Not only

does it describe how old racism is still developing in America with

various forms of stereotypes, but in this novel, several actions reflect

color-blind racism.

“There was a black boy named Shemar Carson who
was shot dead by a white policeman in Nevada. The
details of the incident are not clear but there are many
irregularities in the case based on the existing medical
examination”
(Stone, 2017) Dear Martin / Chapter 1 page 17

This sentence clearly illustrates how racism is experienced by

black people. This includes personal racism because it attacks black

people themselves and these actions are carried out by unscrupulous

police.

b. Character

Nurgiyantoro (2005) argues that story characters are people who

are shown in a literary work either narrative or in a drama which is

then interpreted by readers as having moral qualities and certain

tendencies such as what is expressed in their words and actions taken.

Here are the characters in the Dear Martin novel who are related to

the act of color-blind racism:
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 Jared, in the novel, Dear Martin Jared is one of Justyce's friends at

school. Jared comes from a well-off white family. He always

expressed equality but on the other hand, he was also not aware

that he had committed racist acts. Like when in an evolutionary

class that discusses racial equality, Jared argues that now

everything is equal with the following statement:

“Everyone born in this country is a citizen who has full
rights. Some people say that there is still racial
injustice, but I think this is just a divisive way. Now
America is out of color.”
(Stone, 2017) Dear Martin/ Chapter 3 Page 24

Even though Jared said that America was no longer different in

color and racial equality existed, but on the other hand he did not

realize that he was also doing color-blind racism. This occurred

when Jared was not accepted at Yale while Justyce was accepted as

a Yale student. Jared unconsciously compared his grades with

Justyce and concluded that he assumed that someone who was

black didn't deserve the same opportunity to enter Yale University.

The racist act that he was not aware of was finally brought up by

his friend SJ who said:

“You said affirmative action discriminated against the
majority and as proof of your claim, you said that
Justyce was hired by Yale and you weren't. Regardless
of how racist you are because you have assumed that
your test score is higher than justice, it turns out that
there is evidence to the contrary, namely that you and
Justyce both meet the requirements to enter Yale and
that evidence has invalidated your statement.” (Stone,
2017) Dear Martin / Chapter 7 page 49

 Blake

Blake is also one of Justyce's friends who also come from white

skin. Blake has a stubborn nature and likes to belittle others. Just

like Jared, he also loudly voiced the word "EQUALITY" but he

also always joked about racist things that maybe Justyce didn't take

offense to hear about it because he was used to it, but for other
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black races to hear Blake's joke will definitely be angry and

offended. Blake's character who likes to joke about equality can be

found in the sentence below:

“Hey, I'm so glad you guys came, hear that this party
has a beautiful black girl from Decatur Prep, her body
is hot and if she wants to meet my nigger best friend I
have a chance to take her to the room”. (Laughs)
(Stone, 2017)Dear Martin/ Chapter 10 page 70-71

This is what Blake said when he asked his friend Justyce to

introduce black women. Hearing Blake's words, Justyce was angry

and thought Blake looked down on black women. But Blake did

not feel that he was guilty, he felt that he was just kidding and

instead considered black people always questioned about race.

c. Setting

The background is a depiction of place, time, situation, and

atmosphere in the occurrence of an event (Nur, 2005). In Dear Martin,

of course, there is a setting in the storyline. Setting of time in Dear

Martin the settings contained in the Dear Martin novel are divided

into several places and times. The scene in the novel story takes place

in America which is mentioned in the novel as well as other specific

places such as: in evolution class, street alley, FarmFresh parking lot,

and at Blake's house. In addition to the setting of the place, there is

also a set of time which is indicated by the words night, noon, and

morning, which means that the time of the action of color-blind racism

is related to these three times. It can be seen from the several sentence:

Setting of Time Setting of Place

"The events of last night have now
changed me"
(Stone, 2017) Dear Martin /
Chapter 1 Page 18

"Today, America is a
colorless place"(Stone,
2017) Dear Martin/
Chapter 3 Page 29)

"Justyce was having a lot of
thoughts when she stepped
into Social evolution class on

"Maybe, if Justyce didn't
drink half the drink from the
bottle of Manny that was
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a Tuesday."
And when Doc, teacher
Justyce greeted his students
"Good morning, everyone"
(Stone, 2017) Dear Martin /
Chapter 3 Page 24-26

just filled on the way to
Blake's house she wouldn't
be upset by the statues
depicted as black and thick-
lipped”. (Stone, 2017) Dear
Martin/ Chapter 10 Page 70

"Doc closes the classroom
door and passes but before
she says good morning, Jared
is already ..." (Stone, 2017)
Dear Martin/ Chapter 7 Page
46

"The other students came to
the class when the bell
rang. (Stone, 2017) Dear
Martin/ Chapter 3 page 26

"I know, I made a mistake
last night, but I don't regret it
one bit." ..." (Stone, 2017)
Dear Martin/ Chapter Page
75

"Justyce can see the girl, Melo
Taylor is sitting limply beside his
Benz car which is on the damp
concrete floor of the FarmFresh
parking lot" (Stone, 2017) Dear
Martin / Chapter 1 page 9

d. Point of View

Point of view is a way of conveying events, stories, and actions

in a story based on the author's position in the story (Nurgiyantoro,

2005). Dear Martin as a whole, the story has an all-knowing third-

person perspective. This is because the author here acts as a narrator

and tells about what happened to Justyce. It can be seen from the

opening sentence at the beginning of the novel, namely:

"From where he was standing across the street, Justyce
could see the girl, his ex-girlfriend Melo Taylor sitting
limply beside the Benz car on the damp floor of the
FarmFresh parking lot."
(Stone, 2017) Dear Martin / Chapter 1 page 10

3.1.3 The Reason the author specially addressed color-blind racism in his novel

Third, this research also analyzes the reason the author especially

addressed color-blind racism in this novel. First, the author wants to better

understand the issues of racism and economic inequality.In a society of

African-American descent, they are sometimes seen as lazy people, do not

like to work hard so that their lives are not sufficient. When Nic Stone was
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interviewed by writersdigest.com, she said that through his writing he

wanted to better understand the issues of racism and economic inequality.

Second, the author wants to show that color-blind racism exists among

people. Through his work, Nic Stone wants readers to know if racism and

racial profiling still exist and occur. This novel describes the old racism

that has occurred frequently and illustrates that there is a new model of

racism called color-blind racism in this modern era. This can be seen from

the storyline of the novel where the character takes action color-blind

against the main character, namely Justyce. Last, Nic Stone, who wrote the

novel Dear Martin, specifically wants her readers to know and recognize

that there are still acts of racism around them, whether overt or invisible as

color-blind racism. Nic Stone also wants to get deeper into the issues of

racism that African-American teenagers still experience. She herself is also

a woman who also comes of African-American descent so that she also has

experiences regarding acts of racism and discrimination.

3.2 Discussion

Based on the results of the analysis of the novel Dear Martin using

the theory of color-blind racism from Eduardo Bonilla Silva, the

researchers found several results that answered the problem formulation,

including:

Racism is ingrained in the social life of American society. Even

when they consider everything to be equal and there are no more

differences in color, racism still occurs. Even though the current racism

does not occur openly such as directly insulting the physical in public, the

existing racism tends to lead to color-blind racism. . Color-blind racism is

a new type of racist act in which the discriminatory perpetrator does not

feel that he is committing racist acts. They only consider what is said or

said is normal and ordinary and do not consider it an act of racism. When

someone from the black race feels offended by what they say or do, they

just say that it's just a joke and don't take it personally.
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The impact of color-blind racism that occurs in this novel is about

the injustice experienced by blacks. Color-blind racism also makes black

people insecure and unable to develop themselves because they think that

whatever is done will only be looked down on. The characters in the novel

who do color-blind racism are Jared and Blake and these actions are

mostly aimed at Justyce as the main character in this novel.

4. CLOSING

Based on the results of the finding and discussion discussed in the previous

chapter, it can be concluded that there are three types of frame color-blind racism

in Dear Martin namely cultural racism frame, minimization of racism frame,

abstract liberalism frame. The cultural racism frame is reflected in the actions of

Justyce and Blake. An example of cultural racism is when Jared said that America

has implemented equality by giving an example of Manny's father, who is

African-American, according to him being given the same opportunity to work to

become a successful and rich person. From the example given by Jared, he

unconsciously demeaned Justyce's mother, who was a widow and poor, who never

worked hard so that she did not become a rich person. The minimization of the

racism frame is also reflected in the actions of Jared and Blake. Minimization of

racism is a color-blind type that considers racist words to be just an ordinary joke

and does not think about whether the victim of racism is hurt or not. Jared and

Blake's actions that reflect the minimization of racism can be seen when a party is

being held by Blake at his house. Blake jokes about black women and

Unconsciously Justyce takes offense at it. Meanwhile, the abstract liberalism

frame is reflected in the actions of Jared, who felt that he was experiencing

affirmative action. In the abstract liberalism frame, there are two principles,

namely the equality of opportunity belongs to everyone and meritocracy. An

example of the action of this frame is when Jared did not accept Justyce's

admission to Yale University before he did. Jared, who felt he was smarter and

superior to Justyce, considered that Justyce's acceptance at Yale was due to his

affirmative action. Jared felt that he should be accepted at Yale because he came

of white descent, in his mind whites should take precedence over black descent.
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