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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Study

Humans were created with different destinies. We as humans cannot choose

where we come from and are born. We also cannot choose skin color, race, or

descent from where. Of the various skin colors and races that exist in the world,

there are still some races that are considered minorities in an area. In this modern

era, there are still minority races who experience ill-treatment from the majority

race, things like this we usually call acts of discrimination or racism. Treatment of

racism itself is still prevalent in the United States, where some of the population

comes from African-American descent. Black people are considered a minority

and are sometimes underestimated because their skin is different from white

Americans. The issue of race and skin is still a matter of debate in American

society. The United States government itself has recognized racial equality, but

many still feel there is no racial equality. There are still many African-Americans

who are getting racist treatment from white people. For example, black children in

the United States are seen as rioters so they must receive punishment for what they

have never experienced.

The depiction of racism in America has been poured through various literary

works about the real depiction of racism that occurs in the United States. Racism

begins with slavery that occurred when Europeans entered the United States. The

black race is considered the lowest race. Literary works depicting racism include

Hidden Figures novel written by Margot Lee Shetterly and also Dear Martin by

Nic Stone. Due to a large amount of racism that still occurs in the United States,

some people write several works that raise the issue of racism or discrimination

against black races. This is intended even though the issue of racial equality has

been raised by the government, but there is still a lot of racism experienced by the

black race. Even though the United States government itself has claimed that its

country is a place that does not see color, racism still occurs and exists. This is

what makes African-American descendants create work through a novel, film, or

other so that the eyes of the world open that the racism they experience still exists.
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One of the African-American descendants who poured the true story of

racism in a novel is Andrea Nicole Livigstone or better known as Nic Stone. She is

an African-American woman who is currently 35 years old and lives in Georgonia,

Atlanta. He graduated from Stone University himself writing his work inspired by

the American novelist Veronica Roth, author of the novel Divergent. Stone who

grew up with a diverse cultural and racial background made him try to present a

variety of interesting stories. Some of his novels also became the best novels in

New York and made him even more famous. The first novel he wrote was entitled

Dear Martin, which is what made him a literary agent. Dear Martin was published

in 2017 and has been translated into six languages.

Dear Martin is one of the novels written by Nic Stone and published in 2017.

This novel is written based on the true story of an incident in the United States,

where an African-American teenager was shot and considered a criminal without

knowing what their mistake was. Dear Martin tells about a young man named

Justyce, a young man of African-American descent. Justice himself experienced

various acts of racism in his life. He tries to tell what he experienced in his life

every day by writing letters to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Dr. Martin Luther is an

activist in the civil rights and peace movement against race. The story in Dear

Martin's novel presents several story plots that show acts of racism, whether it's

acts of racism that are clearly visible or color-blind racism. This novel not only

shows the old model of racism that occurred in the United States but also shows

that there is a new model of racism shown by the author through this novel.

Dear Martin novel is a novel that tells about the life of Justyce McAllister

and other black races in the United States. Justyce is a smart and accomplished

man, he goes to a school where the majority of the students are of the white race.

His thoughts began to be disturbed when he wanted to help his lover named Melo

who was drunk. He wanted to get Melo's car keys so that he didn't drive when he

was drunk because it could endanger his life. However, when the civilian police

were on patrol and saw Justice helping Melo who was very drunk, he was arrested

and handcuffed by the police. The police thought Justice was going to steal Melo's

car, even the policeman alleged that the black person was someone who was

considered a criminal. Justyce was fortunate that he was not detained in juvenile

detention because his best friend Manny's parents managed to free him. Since the

incident he was handcuffed, his thoughts were constantly disturbed about how a



3

child from the black race could be accused of always committing a crime. In many

cases, he heard that civilian police shot or accused black teenagers who were on

the street for being accused of being a criminal. Justice always wrote letters which

he compiled in a journal for Dr. Martin, in the letter Justice expressed what he felt.

When the debate class led by Doc, they discussed racial equality in America. Jared

argues that racial equality already exists, he explained that black people are no

longer oppressed like the example of Manny's father, Justyce's friend, who is also

of the black race but has wealth and position. But on the other hand, Sarah or the

so-called SJ disagreed with Jared's statement because according to her not all black

races had luck like the Manny family, there were still many who felt racist

treatment. This caused a debate between them.

Justyce is invited by Manny to visit Blake's party, where Blake indirectly

insults a black woman. Justyce is angry because Blake has insulted her race.

Justyce and Manny immediately left the party annoyed. One morning Manny and

Justice were going to Stone Mountain, Manny took him because he was upset with

Jared they had a few days ago argued because Jared insulted him. Along the way,

they played music that was loud enough until finally, a white driver confronted

him because he was annoyed by the music they turned on. The debate ensued

between the white driver and Manny. Justyce tried to calm Manny but suddenly a

gunshot was heard. Yes, the white driver who turned out to be civilian police shot

Justyce and Manny. Manny was pronounced dead and Justyce fell into a coma. The

heartbreaking incident shocked their family and friends. Manny's parents decided

to bury his body when Justyce woke up from his coma. Justyce has realized that he

was devastated by the death of his friend Manny a long time ago.

After that incident, Justyce's thoughts continued to be disturbed by why

black teenagers were always looked down on, especially since the justice for

Manny's death was also unclear. Justyce continued to come under pressure about

his case, he was accused of being a street thug to the point of playing music out

loud which caused the civilian police to get angry and shoot him. He was accused

of being involved in the fire at the police chief's house, but there is no evidence

that Justyce was involved. Justice for Manny's death never got a verdict, Justyce

has also witnessed many times in his case. Until one day Justyce got the news that

the police, who shot Manny to death committed suicide in the prison cell, make the

case for Manny's death discontinued.
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The story in Dear Martin's novel is considered by readers as a story that can

touch the hearts of the readers. According to readers, this novel can be used as a

discussion material about the political situation in America which is considered

controversial. Many readers also think that this novel is suitable for reading by

young people who have or have not experienced discrimination or perhaps

someone who cannot be accepted in their environment. In addition, readers also

think that through this novel we can learn that self-achievement and success are the

keys to protecting someone from acts of racism. So it is not surprising that this

novel has become a best-selling novel and is in great demand by readers.

Dear Martin novel received an award at the Lincoln Award, which is an

award for literary works under the School Association, and Library, which

enshrines the name Abraham Lincoln (the 16th president of the United States who

is known to love reading books). This award aims to attract students to like reading

books. In addition, this novel by Nic Stone has also been translated and adapted

into six languages, one of which is Indonesian.

This novel is very interesting to read because it not only tells about common

racism but also shows a new model of racism, namely color-blind racism. Color-

blind racism is a new model of racism in which people who practice racism are

innocent. With an unusual theme of racism, this novel has its own charm. Apart

from color-blind racism, this novel also raises the topic of Racial Profiling, which

is a racist treatment carried out by law enforcers such as police against black

teenagers. This novel has a short and easy-to-understand storyline, where the main

character can be carried from one state to another in a short time.

This novel has also been researched by previous research where the topic

raised was the topic of racism. Racism referred to is the types of racism such as

institutional, interpersonal, and internal. Not only analyzing the type of racism in

the Dear Martin novel, but the researcher also analyzed how the characters in the

story deal with the racism they experience. In analyzing the data, the previous

researchers used critical race theory. Based on the data collection and analysis

techniques, this research is classified as a type of library research.

This study uses the same research object as previous researchers, but of

course, there are differences in it. If previous researchers analyzed the types of

racism, this study focuses on a new form of racism called color-blind racism in the

novel Dear Martin. To analyze the data, researchers used a sociological
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perspective. "COLOR-BLIND RACISM BASED ON THE DEAR MARTIN

NOVEL BY NIC STONE (2017): A SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE”

B. Problem Statement

The problem of the study is dissected further into the following research

question that are follow:

1. What are the frameworks of color-blind racism in the work?

2. How is color-blind racism reflected in the work?

3. Why did the author specially address color-blind racism’s in the work?

C. Objectives of the Study

The objectives of the study are follow:

1. To identify the frames of color-blind racism in the work

2. To describe how color-blind racism related in the work

3. To reveal the reason why color-blind racism is specially addressed in the

work

D. Significance of the Study

1. Theoretical Significance

This study contributes to literary knowledge, especially literary studies

on sociological perspective.

2. Practical Significance

This study adds to the authors' current knowledge regarding the

sociological perspective, color-blind racism and the frameworks within

it.
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