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PSYCHOLOGICAL CONFLICTS OF THE MAIN CHARACTER NEWT 

SCAMANDER USES PSYCHOLOGY LITERATURE THEORY IN THE 

NOVEL “FANTASTIC BEAST WHERE TO FIND THEM” BY J.K 

ROWLING 

Abstrak 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui konflik psikologis yang dialami oleh Newt 

Scamander dalam novel Fantastic Beast dan Where To Find Them. Novel Fantastic 

Beast and Where To Find Them yang kini telah menjadi film terkenal dengan judul 

yang sama. Novel ini menceritakan bagaimana Newt Scamander mengunjungi New 

York dan masalah muncul setelah dia kehilangan kopernya. Sikap, ekspresi dan cara 

bersosialisasi Newt Scamander dalam film ini menggambarkan seorang introvert. 

Oleh karena itu peneliti ingin mengetahui bagaimana konflik psikologi yang dialami 

oleh tokoh utama Newt Scamander. Penelitian ini merupakan penelitian kualitatif. 

Sumber data yang digunakan adalah percakapan, narasi, dan sikap para tokoh utama 

dalam novel Fantastic Beast and Where to Find Them. Teknik pengumpulan data 

melalui membaca novel secara berulang-ulang dan mencatat hal-hal yang penting. 

Teori yang digunakan dalam penelitian ini adalah literatur psikologi. 

Kata Kunci: Konflik Psikologis, Psikologi Psikologis, Newt Scamander, Fantastic 

Beast dan Where To Find Them. 

Abstract 

This study aims to determine the psychological conflict experienced by Newt 

Scamander in the Fantastic Beast and Where To Find Them novels. Novel Fantastic 

Beast and Where To Find Them which has now become a famous movie with the 

same title. This novel tells how Newt Scamander visited New York and problems 

arose after he lost his suitcase. Attitudes, expressions and ways of socializing Newt 

Scamander in this film portray an introvert. Therefore, researchers want to know how 

the psychology conflict experienced by the main character Newt Scamander. This 

research is a qualitative research. The data source used is conversation, narration, and 

the attitude of the main characters in the novel "Fantastic Beast and Where to Find 

Them". Data collection techniques through reading the novel repeatedly and note the 

things that are important. The theory used in this study is psychology literature.  

Keyword: psychological conflict, psychological psychology, Newt Scamander, 

Fantastic Beast and Where To Find Them. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Novel is a literary work of the most popular in the world. A literary form that 

combines events both fact and fantasy. Novels are the most widely printed and 

widely circulated form of literary work, due to the widest marketing power in 

society. Rostamaji and Priantoro (2015) state that novel is a literary work that has 

two elements, namely: intrinsic and extrinsic which are both interrelated because 

they influence each other in a literary work. Nurgiyantoro (2010) argues that a 

novel is a work of fiction built by the building blocks, namely intrinsic and 

extrinsic elements. Novels are also interpreted as process essays containing a 
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series of stories about a person's life with other people around him by highlighting 

the character and nature of the perpetrator. Novel is a type of literary work written 

in a narrative form that contains certain conflicts in the life stories of the 

characters in the story.  

The novel is a very popular literary work, many novels have been used as a 

literary work, namely films, poetry and even a TV series. Fantastic Beast itself is 

a novel by the famous writer J.K Rowling. Fantastic Beast has two series of 

novels and has been made into a Movie. the author takes the first series, Fantastic 

Beast And Where To Find Them. The synopsis of the novel Fantastic Beast and 

Where You Find Them is Almost every house of magicians throughout the country 

must have one copy of the book Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them or 

Animals Fantastic and Where They Can Be Found. Now for only a limited 

amount of time, Muggles also had the opportunity to know where Buck beak the 

Hippogriff came from, that the Norwegian Finned Dragon (the nation's Baby 

Norbert) once preyed on whales, and that Pixie who once made Professor 

Lockhart frightened to death actually loved jokes - silly joke. 

 The reason why the writer chose this book is that the writer likes the world 

of fantasy. The writer opinion fantasy books are easier for me to understand. 

Although fiction novels do not contain knowledge or anything, the plot and 

surprises in the plot can trigger to become more open-minded. This is because will 

not be afraid of new things, new acquaintances, and new cultures as described in 

the novel. Because, it could be that things make our lives better and more colorful. 

Later, this open-minded mindset will make one easily adaptable, social, and not 

fanatical or selfish about the thoughts we have. The problem is, there are always 

interesting things and other points of view that can explore. Moral messages in 

fantasy books are indeed sometimes difficult to understand, but that's where the 

challenge is to be more serious about reading fantasy books. From this story, 

people know that an advantage can be a gift or a curse, depending on how one 

uses it. The environment where you are being also one of the determining factors. 

Therefore, if you have an advantage, use it for positive things. 

In this study, the writer chooses a novel with title Fantastic Beast And 

Where To Find Them Written by J.K Rowling. In this novel the writer find some 

interesting conflicts that show variety of love expression, such as symbol, act, 
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falling in love, and description‟s expression. This novel also has many conflicts 

experience of the characters and they are brought into unresolved conflicts until 

the tragic deaths happen. Moreover, the conflict stories presented are 

unpredictable.  

Several studies have been conducted to investigate the theory of 

psychological conflicts and Fantastic Beast Novel. Guswanto, D., & Husna, L. 

(2019). Haryani, Tutik (2016). Ngainun, Nisak (2014). Naratri (2015). Annisa 

(2016). Pratami,Djohan, and Purwaningsih (2016). Malau (2019).  

In the previous study focusing on the main character named Newt 

Scamander with the object study was the novel of Fantastic Beast And Where You 

Find Them.  

 

2. METHOD 

According to Semi (2012), which starts from the determination or selection of 

objects research, implementation of research, to research the results of research in 

the form of scientific research reports (p. 38). The writer takes notes, studies, asks 

questions, and records. After the data is collected, then collection, selection and 

grouping are carried out data. In this research, the process of data analysis begins 

by collecting the conversations, expressions and behaviors of Newt Scamander.  

By finding conversations, expressions and behaviors of Newt Scamander 

characters that refer to and relate to the problems and theories used in this study. 

Then, the reduction results are shown in the dialogues in this novel 

From the results of data analysis, the researchers can make conclusions with 

the study “Psychological Conflicts Of The Main Character Newt Scamander Uses 

Psychology Literature Theory In The Novel “Fantastic Beast And Where To Find 

Them” By J.K Rowling”. 

  

3. FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

This chapter presents the research finding and discussion used to answer the 

research questions, which have been collected from analyzing the data. Based on 

the analysis which has been conducted, the researcher found some findings. They 

are discussed in the following sections : 
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3.1  Internal Conflict 

3.1.1  Newt Scamander Id  

Freud (1923) states that id is based on the pleasure principle that comes from 

the unconscious mind. Newt Scamander Id comes when he meets a woman 

which at the beginning of their meeting there was misunderstanding. This 

woman is Tina, she is an auror. Tina becomes suspicious of Newt when he 

goes to the bank to find one of  his escaped animals. This shows at the : 

Newt was surprised when Tina took him to hide from humans, in a small 

place behind the wall. Newt was fascinated by the beauty of Porpentina or 

usually called Tina. (Fantastic Beast, 2001, p. 35) 

This is an example of the Id that he should do the pleasure seeking 

principle. Id's life in Newt's psychology interrupts his journey to find magic 

beasts. The conflict that occurred between Newt and the government really 

bothered Id, which made Newt very disappointe 

3.1.2 Newt Scamander Ego 

 Freud (1923) states that  the ego is 'that part of the id which has been 

modified by the direct influence of the external world (p. 25).Newt's ego 

actually appeared when he was judged in a witchcraft court and slandered for 

having committed a crime, Newt is angry because he was accused of being the 

cause of the chaos that occurred in New York, even though he knew all the 

chaos was caused by Obscurus. 

The prime minister:  You know your animal is responsible, Mr. 

Scamander? 

Newt Scamander: It's not an animal that does this. Don't pretend you 

don't know. You guys know, look at the wound. It's because of the 

Obscurus.  

The Prime minister: You've gone too far, Mr. Scamander. There is no 

Obscurus in America. 

The victim did not die from Newt's Pet, knowing that Newt was very 

surprised to find out who killed someone's behavior. Newt replied with 

great confidence and felt a little scared. Hearing that, the prime 

ministers were shocked and did not believe Newt's words. In this way 
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Hakim confiscated Newts's suitcase containing his pet. Newt is very 

scared and feels very worried about what will happen to his animal. 

(Fantastic Beasts, 2001, p. 77)  

However, Newt is very anxious and afraid of what the New York 

government will do to his pet in the suitcase. This is the kind of ego that Newt 

Scamander shows, his life is very colorful when he is with his other animals. 

Even Newt takes care of the animals and will release them in a suitable place 

for the Magic beasts. 

3.1.3 Newt Scamander Superego  

According to Freud, the superego is the social component of our personality 

that is represented by our conscience and is based on our ideal of perfection. 

Newt is invited to Tina's house to rest because tomorrow he will be brought to 

court to be judged by the judge on charges of using his magic to the „no-maj‟ 

which known is Jacob Kowalski. Newt is greeted by Tina's sister, Queenie. 

After being fed and given hot chocolate, Newt and Kowalski rested in Tina's 

room. But Newt doesn't want to stay, he wants to go out and look for the 

animals, knowing that Kowalski intention is against Newt. 

Newt Scamander: I have to go find the others before they get hurt. 

With a suitcase filled with Newt's magic beasts and kowalski to the wide, 

open, tree-lined area of Central Park in New York. But it's a betrayal to 

Tina and Queenie because Newt runs away from Tina's house to find her 

magical beast. 

(Fantastic Beast, 2001, p. 88) 

Newt's action is Superego because he doesn't care about Tina because he 

has released prisoners. Newt only cares about his magical beasts and tries not 

to care about what is happening in New York. 

Newt returns to search for his lost magic animal after Tina manages to 

find Newt and Kowalski in Central Park. Tina takes her to court to be tried 

chaotic events occur in court, but Newt, Tina, Kowlaski manage to escape with 

the help of Tina's sister, Queenie. After finding all of them Newt saw that 

Obscural was already very large and could destroy an entire city. 

Newt Scamander: Geez. Is that Obscurial? The obscural is stronger than 

I have ever heard. If I don't come back take care of my animals. 

(Fantastic Beasts. 2001, p. 90) 
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Tina knows Newt's intention and immediately follows her and hands 

over the suitcase containing the animals to her sister. It's Superego doing 

anything without discussing it with Tina and the others. Newt knows it is very 

dangerous and is still very determined to help the child trapped in Obscural. 

Newt really doesn't think of anything else for good. Supposedly Newt and the 

others worked together to save the boy from Obscural's evil forces. 

 

3.2  External Conflict 

The next conflict that occurred in Newt which affected emotional changes in 

him was when he was accused of being the cause of the chaos that occurred in 

New York. Newt's animals are suspected to be the cause of the chaos. because 

of that, Newt and Tina were sentenced to death by the Ministry of Magic. 

Newt explained that the chaos was not caused by his animals but by Obscurus. 

Hearing  this, Lord Percival Graves became nervous. Graves was nervous 

because this Obscurus was related to him. Graves is the one who influenced 

Credence. Credence has the ability to cast Obscurus. Graves wants to take 

advantage of the Obscurus by taking control of  Credence first. 

After Newt and Tina were sentenced to death, Graves confiscated Newt's 

suitcase containing these magical beasts. Newt becomes sad and afraid of the 

magical beasts in his suitcase. He felt sad because he had to lose these magical 

beasts, he was also afraid because Graves was the one who confiscated the 

suitcase, Newt was worried if Graves hurt his magic animals. 

Newt Scamander: Don't hurt those creatures. Please! You don't 

understand, nothing's in danger! no. 

Seraphina: We decide! CIRCLE THEM!  

Newt Scamander: Don't hurt them. Nothing dangerous! Please, don't 

hurt my animals! They are harmless! Please! they are harmless! they are 

not dangerous! 

Tina: Sorry about your animal, Mr. Scamander. I'm really sorry.  

Tina regrets handing over the suitcase to the New York Government of 

magic after seeing Newt very convincing that the bad incident was not 

the work of these animals. 

(Fantastic Beast, 2001, p. 92) 
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Based on the conflicts mentioned above, Newt experienced some 

psychological changes in himself. The first is careless. According to 

Cambridge Dictionary, careless means not taking or showing enough cara and 

attentions. It shows on page (92) when Newt invites Kowalski into his suitcase, 

which turns out to be the place where his magical beasts are treated. 

The second is sad. According to Retno in her blog states that sad is an 

emotion that is felt when someone experiences things that disappoint and hurt 

them. Also experiencing the loss of something cherished or loved. In this 

novel, the sadness experienced by the main character, Newt Scamander, is 

when his magical beasts are confiscated by Graves for allegedly causing chaos 

in New York City. 

The third is fear, Fritscher (2020) in her writing explained that Fear is a 

natural, powerful, and primitive human emotion. It involves a universal 

biochemical response as well as a high individual emotional response. Fear 

alerts us to the presence of danger or the threat of harm, whether that danger is 

physical or psychological. Newt was scared because of his magical beasts will 

be hurt by Graves.  

 

4. CLOSING 

The novel Fantastic Beast And Where To Find Themwas written by J. K. 

Rowling. It was published in 2001. This novel tells the story of a great magician 

named Newt Scamander. He  is a witch who loves his pets so much that he is 

even willing to sacrifice for his magical pets. He had a bad luck while visiting 

New York City. He nearly lost the pets and is still slandered by the New York 

Ministry of Magic. The factor that depresses the New Scamander is when he finds 

out that his magic pets run away from the suitcase he has. After that he met an 

ordinary human who saw that and it was forbidden in the wizarding world. When 

Newt is caught having magic animals by someone named Tina and Newt brought 

by Tina to the Magic Government of New York City. After that, the Newt's magic 

animals were slandered and had committed a heinous deed by the New York City 

Magic Government. Newt's suitcase is confiscated and he's going to be punished 

by the New York Ministry of Magic. 

Newt Scamandr as the main character underwent various kinds of 

psychological changes, including when he found out that his pets ran away from 
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his trunk, he was very worried and angry. Newt Scamander is accused by Tina 

and the Ministry of Magic that it is her animals who have caused chaos in New 

York City and that makes Newt Scamander very upset and disappointed with the 

New York Ministry of Magic. When Newt Scamander's suitcase is confiscated by 

the Minister of Magic he is very sad and worried about what will happen to his 

magical beasts. The last one is when Newt discovers the cause of the chaos Newt 

Scamander feels very happy and relieved that all magic people know the truth. 
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