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SILENT KILLING IN PAULO COELHO’S THE WINNER STANDS 

ALONE NOVEL (2009): A SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE 

 

 

Abstrak 

Penilitian ini menyelidiki pembunuhan diam-diam dalam novel The Winner 

Stands Alone karya Paulo Coelho. Teori sosiologi digunakan oleh peniliti untuk 

menganalisis data. Analisis penelitian bertujuan untuk menyelidiki ciri-ciri 

pembunuhan diam-diam dalam karya tersebut, untuk menjelaskan ilustrasi 

pembunuhan diam-diam dalam karya tersebut, untuk mendiskusikan alasan 

penulis mengangkat isu pembunuhan diam-diam dalam karya tersebut. Penelitian 

ini adalah penilitian kualitatif. Jenis data dari penelitian ini terdiri dari dua bagian. 

Sumber data utama yaitu novel The Winner Stands Alone karya Paulo Coelho dan 

sumber data pendukung meliputi penelitian sebelumnya, internet, biografi penulis, 

dan dokumen lain yang berkaitan dengan penelitian. Hasilnya adalah sebagai 

berikut: pertama adalah ciri ciri pembunuhan diam-diam yang meliputi rencana 

yang disengaja dan alat-alat. Kedua yaitu ilustrasi pembunuhan diam-diam yang 

digambarkan melalui karakter, gaya bahasa, peristiwa, dan waktu dan tempat. 

Terakhir yaitu alasan penulis mengangkat isu pembunuhan diam-diam karena 

ingin menunjukkan gambaran pada zamannya tentang kehidupan yang 

materalistis. Banyak orang menggunakan kejahatan untuk tujuan mereka sendiri. 

Dalam hal ini, pembunuhan menjadi salah satu metode pemuasan diri. 

Kata kunci: pembunuhan diam-diam, sosiologi, The Winner Stands Alone 

Abstract 

This research investigates silent killing in The Winner Stands Alone novel by 

Paulo Coelho. The theory of sociology is used by the researcher to analyze the 

data. The analysis of the study purposes to investigate the characteristics of silent 

killing in the work, to explain the illustration of silent killing in the work, and to 

discuss author‟s reason in addressing silent killing issue in the work. This research 

is qualitative research. The data types of this research consist of two parts. The 

source of primary data is Paulo Coelho‟s The Winner Stands Alone novel and the 

supporting data sources include previous study, official website, author‟s 

biography, and other document which is related to the research. The results are as 

follows: the first is the characteristics of silent killing which includes deliberately 

planned and the tools. The second is the illustration of silent killing which depicts 

through character, style, event, and setting. The last is the author‟s reason of 

addressing silent killing is that because he wanted to show about a portrait of his 

own time about a materialistic lifestyle. Many people used the violence for their 

goals. In this case, killing becomes one of self-mastery methods. 

Keywords: silent killing, sociological, The Winner Stands Alone 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

This research discusses about silent killing issue in The Winner Stands Alone 

novel (2009) by Paulo Coelho. Silent killing is the act of killing secretly that 

causes someone die without realizing it (Killing, 2019). The phenomenon of 

killing often happens in the society. It can be seen from Murder rate (2019) which 

stated that the most common type of crime is murder. Besides that, El Salvador 

which located in western Central America becomes the highest homicide rate 

country. The concern of killing case is showed by the police, the citizens, and 

Paulo Coelho as the author of novel who discusses about silent killing in his 

literary work. He was born in Brazil in 1947. He becomes one of the most 

successful novelists in the world. His work is published around 170 countries. 

There were many books translated into 80 languages and sold more 100 million 

copies in the world.  He also has been got many awards. One of the highest 

awards is that he becomes a New United Nation Messenger of Peace. In UK-

based Company Richtopia he also listed as the second number of 200 most 

influential contemporary authors. The story tells about Igor Male who kills three 

people randomly in order to prove his love to his ex-wife. 

There were eleven researchers studied the novel of The Winner Stands Alone. 

They examined the novel by using different issues and approaches. The researcher 

classifies previous study into four groups. The first is analyzing the novel by using 

linguistic approach which focuses on a critical discourse analysis (Soedjarwo, 

2017). The second is examining structural elements of the novel (Hidayah, 2017; 

Tambunan (2015). The third is that there are four researchers examine the novel 

based on the study of psychology with different approaches. The four approaches 

include an abnormal psychology (Afandi, 2014), psychoanalytic theory (Siahaan, 

2013), abnormal behavior theory (Pramitasari, 2011), psychological analysis 

(Qadri, 2018). The fourth is studying the issue of the research based on sociology 

theory (Deshmukh & Bhise, 2017; Lestari, 2019; Muslimin, 2015; Rajan, 2012). 

Based on the previous studies above, there were eleven researchers discussed 

The Winner Stands Alone novel. Most of the researchers studied linguistic, 
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psychology, structural elements of the novel, and sociology. The similarity of 

previous study is the material object of the study. It examines The Winner Stands 

Alone novel by Paulo Coelho. On the other hand the difference is the issue. 

Although there is one researcher analyzes the novel by using the same theory 

which is the theory of sociology but the issue of the research is different. The 

issue of this research is silent killing. There is not yet a researcher who analyzes 

the issue of silent killing. 

This research also has a close relationship with the previous study from 

Siahaan (2013) about the factor of the main character to become a murderer in 

The Winner Stands Alone novel. The difference from the previous study is that 

this research focuses on the act of killing done by the main character as a 

murderer. The previous study uses psychology theory while this current research 

uses sociology theory. The researcher found the subject matter of the novel about 

silent killing. There are some techniques of silent killing in the novel. This 

research is analyzed by using a sociological perspective. The researcher uses a 

sociological perspective because the phenomenon of killing often occurs in 

society. Therefore, the researcher analyzed this study based on a sociological 

perspective entitled “Silent Killing in Paulo Coelho‟s The Winner Stands Alone 

Novel (2009): A Sociological Perspective”. 

The researcher uses sociology theory from Alan Swingewood, Diana 

Laurenson & Rene Wellek, Austin Warren. Sociology of literature is the study of 

society and human. It also relates to the social interaction process in the literary 

works. According to Laurenson and Swingewood (1972) in The Sociology of 

Literature stated that the meaning of sociology is basically the scientific, social 

processes study, social institutions study, and objective study in society. 

Sociology has a close relationship with literature because literature is the society 

reflection, the part of social life, and the strange of society. In addition, there are 

three principles of sociology of literature. The principles of sociology include 

sociology of the writer, sociology of the society, and sociology of the reader 

(Wellek & Warren, 1956).  
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2. METHOD 

The study of this research is qualitative research. According to Denzin & Lincoln 

(Creswell, 2007) stated that the study of qualitative is activity which is situated 

which positions observers throughout the world. It includes set of material 

practice, interpretive which put the world see. The practice can make the world 

transformation. Qualitative study also concerns the approach of interpretive, 

naturalistic toward the world. The researcher applies sociological perspective in 

order to analyze the data of this study. The object of the research is The Winner 

Stands Alone novel. The data type of this research is a text which includes words, 

phrases, clauses and sentences. The source of primary data is Paulo Coelho‟s The 

Winner Stands Alone and the sources of supporting data involve previous studies, 

official website, the biography of the author, other documents related to the study. 

The researcher uses library research. It is related to the idea of library. The 

methods of collecting data are as follows: reading the novel carefully, taking note 

to understand the novel, analyzing the data based on the problem statements and 

objectives of the study, interpreting the data source, and drawing the conclusion. 

The techniques of analyzing data involve reduction, display of data, verification 

and a conclusion drawing (Miles & Huberman, 1994). 

3. FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

3.1 Finding 

3.1.1 The Characteristics of Silent Killing 

The researcher found two characteristics of silent killing. It includes 

deliberately planned and the tools. 

3.1.1.1 Deliberately planned 

Deliberately planned discussed about the place and time where the 

murderer killed the victims. Igor as the murderer killed his first victim 

named Olivia on the bench on a sunny morning. It was the bench where 

Olivia sold her craftwork and jewelry on the pavement. The location was 

near to the beach along the Boulevard de la Croisette. Javits Wild as the 

second victim was killed by Igor at the marquee of the beach. It happens 
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in daylight. The last victim named Maureen was killed by Igor on the 

bench around the pier. 

3.1.1.2 The tools 

3.1.1.2.1 Sharp weapon 

Igor as the murderer used sharp weapon tool in killling his third victim. 

It was the blade. The size was less than six inches in length and look 

like a wooden tube. The blade made from steel which was very thin, 

fragile, and too small to cause the damage. Igor did not immediately 

kill Maureen after taking out that blade from his pocket but he told her 

its description and how to use it. Then, Igor started to place that blade 

to Maureen‟s ear then slide down to her body which passed her breast. 

At first, she was afraid then became the excitement. The blade stopped 

on under her arm then he killed her. She is shocked then immediately 

she loses her consciousness. 

3.1.1.2.2 Blunt weapon 

Blunt weapon tool is used by Igor to kill his second victim. The tools 

were the straw, the needle, a piece of cork. Then, those tools also were 

used to put curare into Jarvis‟s body. Curare was like one of the poison 

he had obtained from the Chechen mafia. Firstly, he punched the cork 

with the same diameter as the straw by using his blade. The needle is 

used to place the straw inside it. After preparing the tools then he 

returned to the marquee and started to kill Javits by moving closer to 

him. He took and blew the straw to his back. It made Javits die within 

twenty minutes. 

3.1.1.2.3 One‟s bare hands technique 

One‟s bare hand is a technique used by Igor to kill his first victim. The 

technique is known as Samozashchita Bez Orujiya or Sambo among 

Russian people. It is one of killing art which makes the victim did not 

know what is happening. Igor started to kill Olivia as the first victim by 

using this technique. He placed his hand on her right shoulder. Then, 

his right thumb pressed down on Olivia‟s jugular veins. It caused her 
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blood stopped flowing to her head. He used his other hand to press a 

point near Olivia‟s armpit. This move made her muscles to be 

paralyzed. Igor only needed two minutes to make Olivia die. 

3.1.2 The Illustration of Silent Killing 

The illustration of silent killing can be analyzed through four elements. 

The elements are character, setting, event, and style. The researcher 

analyzes the illustration of silent killing as follows: 

3.1.2.1 Characters 

3.1.2.1.1 Murderer 

Murderer character means a person who kills another human. Based on 

the novel the murderer is Igor as the main character. Igor was a forty 

years old man from Russian. He was an orthodox Catholic and a 

successfull person in his country. He was the owner and president of a 

telephone company in Russia. He categorized as the murderer character 

because he killed three people randomly in order to prove his love to 

his ex-wife. Mentally, Igor Malev was a powerful person. He had 

fought his life to get his dream. He had been managed to survive any 

obstacles. Socially, Igor Malev was a sociable person. He had a good 

relationship with all of political parties. He had been met many famous 

people in the world. In addition, he also established a foundation for 

orphans which killed by soldiers during the Soviet invasion of 

Afghanistan. He was very concerned about the community. He wanted 

to contribute the activities of social charity.  

3.1.2.1.2 Victims 

The first victim is Olivia Martins. She was around twenty years old. 

Physically, Olivia was a beautiful girl who has dark eyebrows. Morally, 

she was a kind person because she wanted to help her parent to sold 

jewelry and craftwork. Javits wild is Igor‟s second victim. He was 

around forty years old who came from California. Physically, he was a 

cool man because of his muscular body. Javits had brown hair and the 

tanned body. He worked as the film distributor. Igor‟s third victim is 
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Maureen. She worked as film maker. Maureen wanted to distribute her 

movie to Javits Wild. 

3.1.2.1.3 Witness 

The witness character is a boy. He saw Igor when killing his third 

victim named Maureen. He hid behind the old warehouse so Igor did 

not see him. He saw Igor placed his blade to Maureen‟s body. At first 

he thought that it was not serious. He thought that it was only joke but 

then Igor killed her. He saw it clearly. Immediately he called the police. 

3.1.2.1.4 Detective 

Savoy was an ambitious detective from France. He was also a detective 

who investigated the cause of Igor‟s victims. Morally Savoy was a 

diligent and smart person. He studied in Police College assiduously. He 

got excellent score of his exam. Although he did not have bravery to 

kill but he trained himself to be a sharpshooter. He also trained himself 

physically to face all of the obstacles. 

3.1.2.1.5 Terror target 

Ewa is the target of terror of Igor. She was Igor‟s ex-wife. Ewa and Igor 

have been married for eighteen years old. She leaved him and married 

with a famous designer named Hamid Hussein. Physically, Ewa had a 

beautiful face and blonde hair. She was an interesting woman from 

Russian who made Hamid and Igor to be fallen in love because her 

beauty. Socially, she was a sociable person. It can be seen from her 

career in fashion which has much connection. Mentally, Ewa was a 

woman who had integrity. Morally, Ewa was a helpful person. She 

wanted to help other people who need her help. But, Ewa also had a bad 

characteristic. She was a dishonest person. 

3.1.2.2 Setting 

3.1.2.2.1 Crowded place 

Igor killed his first and second victim in crowded place. Crowded place 

where Igor killed his first victim is in the pavement of the beach. There 

were some cars that passed on the road where Olivia as the first victim 
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sold her merchandise. There were also young people walked to the 

beach and the couple walked towards them on the pavement. It signs 

that when Igor will kill her, there are still some people around them. In 

addition, crowded place where Igor killed his second victim is in the 

marquee. The marquee is the place where many people can meet and 

talk about the industry of film. Igor killed him when Javits met 

Maureen in discussing the film. There were also full of guests when 

Igor would kill Javits.  There were many people there when Igor killed 

Javits Wild. 

3.1.2.2.2 Quite place 

Quite place where Igor kills his third victim is in the pier of the beach. 

Maureen as the third victim had a conversation with Igor. After talking 

for a long time Igor asked her to move to another place. He wanted to 

talk with her where people could not listen to their conversation. They 

walked to the end of the beach. Then, they saw a bench and sat down 

there.The place was lonely and rarely visited by other people. So it can 

be concluded that the pier of the beach where Igor kill Maureen 

categorizes as quite place. 

3.1.2.3 Events 

3.1.2.3.1 Fashion show 

Fashion Show was one of big events in Cannes which made more 

people to come than any premiere of film at the festival. It was Fashion 

Week which held in Paris on October. Fashion was the part of life for 

people who had power, money, and glamour. Hamid was one of the 

characters as fashion designer. He had a girl to be his model. The girl 

was Jasmine. He would make her to be the star model in the event of 

fashion show. 

3.1.2.3.2 Model casting 

There was the event of casting to select the model. The chosen model 

would appear on the catwalk or in the photos. The girls who would be 

the model at the Fashion Week in Paris came from various countries. 
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They were only seventeen or eighteen years old. The models must do 

some things to become a model. They had the beauty routine such as 

applying sunny cream to keep the skin before sleeping and applying 

more cream in the morning. The models always maintained their weight 

by drinking a coffee without sugar and eating some fruits and fiber. In 

the morning, they also did gymnastics exercise. Every day they did on 

the scale three or four times. Most of the girls wanted to be the model 

because their average income was four hundred euros a day.  

3.1.2.3.3 Film festival 

Film festival was event which held in 1953 in Cannes. It was the event 

for the important and famous person. Only people who had power, 

glory life, industrialist such as famous artists and models, movie 

directors, fashion designers, and luxury could join the event. The 

festival was about movie industry and fashion world. The festival held 

during twelve days. The Cannes Film Festival was also about the 

industry of film. There were many people come to Cannes in order to 

deal on films or to talk about investment. 

3.1.2.4 Style 

3.1.2.4.1 Grammatical structure and sentence construction 

Grammatical structure in The Winner Stands Alone novel is invisible 

because it is a translated novel from Portuguese language. The writer of 

the novel is a Russian named Paulo Coelho. The title of his book is O 

Vencedor esta then it is translated into English entitled The Winner 

Stands Alone by Margaret Jull Costa. In addition, sentence construction 

consists of short and long sentence. Long sentence can be found in the 

narration. Short sentence can be seen in the dialogue. 

3.1.2.4.2 Figurative language 

The researcher found three types of figurative language. First is 

personification. It can be seen in the word of “power” as if it is like the 

superclass. They only negotiate with their selves. Second, in simile the 

author compares that someone who dies like tears in the train. Third is 
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metaphor. Based on the story of the novel, Paulo Coelho illustrates that 

Igor‟s situation is like the boiled frog. He did not realize the changes. 

3.1.2.4.3 Diction 

There are three dictions in the novel. The first is curare. It is chosen 

word by the author to show the term of killing. The term of Curare is 

the name of killing technique from South American Indians. The author 

chooses that word to describe about silent killing which use by Igor as 

the murderer character to kill the victim. The second is Samozashchita 

Bez Orujiya. It is the term of killing art by using bare hands which calls 

Sambo among Russian people. The third is superclass which means 

degree of people who have much money and big power. The characters 

of Igor, Javits, and Hamid are categorized as superclass. 

3.1.2.4.4 Imagery 

There are four types of imagery. The first type is visual imagery. It can 

be seen through the description of Beretta pistol. The reader can 

imagine that pistol because the author explains it in detailed description. 

The second type is olfactory. It is depicted the smells in the Hotel 

Martinez bar. The third is auditory imaginary. It can be seen through 

the noise in the room where Inspector Savoy and the pathologist 

observe about Olivia‟s body. The fourth is tactile imagery. It is shown 

when Igor placed her blade into Maureen‟s body. When the blade 

passed over Maureen‟s breast, it made her to be aroused. 

3.1.2.4.5 Symbolism 

Symbolism is the use of symbol to define a concept or idea. First, the 

researcher found the word “the beast”. It does not mean that it is animal 

which wants to kill the prey. But it refers to Igor as human being who 

wants to kill Olivia as his victim. The next, the word “Monster” 

represents a murderer. The murderer is Igor Malev. Ewa thought that 

she had married with a murderer. The last, the word “perfume” means 

the men who seek by the actresses during the last two days of the 
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festival. In addition, „perfume‟ also represents the women millionaires 

who is old with full of plastic and Botox surgery. 

3.1.3 The reason of Addressing Silent Killing in the Novel 

The first, the reason of Paulo Coelho addressed about silent killing in the 

novel because he wanted to criticize about a worldview and a materialistic 

lifestyle (paulocoelhoblog.com). He wanted to show a portrait of his own 

time that privileged about power, fame, and money. There were many 

people who believed that fame, power, and money were the real values of 

life. They did anything to reach it. There were many woman did plastic 

and Botox surgery to be actress, actor, or model. There were many girls 

from provincial town went to big cities and prepared their self to do 

anything in order to get jewelry. They did not follow their own dream. 

They followed their culture that led them to be a successful person such as 

model, celebrity, behaving like the universe master. It showed that most 

people focused on material things. 

 The second, Paulo Coelho also wanted to illustrate about people who 

used the violence for their own goals. Coelho described a snapshot of his 

own times that the superpower invaded one country in the Middle East. 

They did it in order to get power. There were also Fundamentalist 

Christians used their power to select the president. There were many 

prisoners in every continent. The torture was acceptable as a method of 

interrogation. There were rich countries closed their borders in order to 

defend the territory. Genocide happened in African countries. Child 

slavery occurred in every country. There were new diseases emerged in 

the society and hundreds of millions of people lived under the poverty. It 

shows that people act arbitrate cause many crimes. The violence is used by 

people who have power for their own goals. 

 The last is that killing becomes one of self-mastery methods. The 

terrorists were growing so that there were many murderers. People could 

kill anyone in order to get what they want. They did it in order to satisfy 

their self. It also relates to the story of the novel. The author described Igor 
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as the main character who killed some people for his own purpose. He 

wanted to get back his ex-wife by scarifying other world in the name of 

love. It can be concluded that people are willing to commit the act of 

murder in order to satisfy their self. 

3.2 Discussion 

After analyzing the findings in The Winner Stands Alone novel, the 

researcher argues that the phenomenon of silent killing has a close 

relationship with the author‟s background. It relates to society. Paulo 

Coelho as the author wrote the novel in order to show the portrait of his own 

time. It is about materialistic lifestyle. One of self-mastery method is killing. 

Based on paulocoelhoblog.com he described that people used the violence 

for their goals. The author‟s background is about the society that privileged 

about power, fame, and money. Most people believed that power, fame, and 

money were the values of life. People must pursue it. Coelho suggested that 

it was not the real values. People should not follow the dream of superclass, 

their parents or partners. But they should follow their own dream. Coelho 

also argued that people should not let their dream to be manipulated by the 

society or other people. To conclude, Paulo wanted to wrote the novel in 

order to criticize about the portrait of a materialistic lifestyle of his own 

time.  

 Based on the theory of Sociology of Literature, The Winner Stands 

Alone novel is the representation of the author‟s society.  It relates to the 

social situation and reality aspects. Literature is the representative of society 

which describes by the author based on his experience, knowledge, point of 

view about social problems and conditions that happened in the society. The 

creation of literary work by the author is influenced by the society of the 

author. 

 There is a similarity and difference between this research and the 

previous research. The similarity is the research from Siahaan (2013). It 

studies the same material object. It is The Winner Stands Alone novel. The 

difference is the formal object. The previous study analyzed the factor of the 
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main character to become a murderer. This study analyzes the act of silent 

killing who commmits by the main character as the murderer. Therefore, 

this research complements the research of Siahaan (2013) with an emphasis 

on silent killing. 

4. CONCLUSION 

According to the problem statements there are three conclusions in this study. 

Firstly, there are two silent killing characteristics depict in the novel namely 

deliberately planned and the tools. Deliberately planned discusses about place 

and time where the murderer kills the victims. Based on the analysis, Igor as 

the murderer kills Olivia as his victim in the bench on the pavement on a 

sunny morning. Javits Wild was killed by Igor at the marquee in daylight. Igor 

killed Maureen as the last victim in the bench around the pier in the afternoon. 

The next characteristic is the tools. The tools consist of sharp weapon, blunt 

weapon, and one‟s bare hand technique. Based on the analysis, sharp weapon 

is the blade. It was used by Igor to kill Olivia. The next tool is blunt weapon. 

It is the straw and the needle. Igor used it to kill Javits Wild. Olivia was killed 

by Igor with one‟s bare hand technique. It makes her die within two minutes. 

The technique is the art of killing named Samozashchita Bez Orujiya or 

Sambo from Russian. 

Secondly, the illustration of silent killing depicted in the novel through 

characters, setting, event, and style. The characters consist of murderer 

character, victim characters, witness character, detective character, and target 

of terror. The setting is categorized into two namely crowded place and quite 

place. Through event includes fashion show, model casting, and film festival. 

The style of the novel divided into three namely grammatical structure, 

sentence construction, figurative language, and diction. 

Thirdly, the author‟s reason of addressing silent killing issue in the novel 

is that he wanted to show a portrait of his own time. It is about a worldview 

and a materialistic lifestyle. Coelho lived in culture known for fame, power, 
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and money. There were many people used the violence for their goals. In this 

case, killing becomes one of self-mastery the methods. 
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