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REBELLION IN MATA HARI THE SPY (2016) BY PAULHO COELHO: A
FEMINIST ANALYSIS

ABSTRAK

Penelitian ini menceritakan tentang seseorang yang bernama margaretha Zelle
yang berperan sebagai mata-mata negara jerman dan memiliki nama rahasia H21
dan mempunyai nama panggung yaitu Mata Hari. Penelitian ini mendeskripsikan
tentang bagaimana Paulo Coelho menggambarkan terjadinya pemberontakan
didalam novel The Spy. Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengetahui
bagaimana terjadinya pemberontakan serta alasan penulis menggambarkan
pemberontakan didalam novel ini. Penulis ini bersifat kualitatif dengan
menggunakan metode deskriptif. Penelitian ini di analisis menggunakan teori
Feminist.  Analisis tersebut digunakan untuk  mendeskripsikan dan
menggambarkan terjadinya pemberontakan di dalam novel ini. Penelitian ini
memiliki beberapa kesimpulan. Pertama, ada beberapa alasan terjadinya
pemberontakan di novel the Spy dan yang kedua ada Prinsip Feminist yang terdiri
dari empat bagian yaitu Kedudukan Wanita, Peran Wanita, Hak-hak wanita dan
Partispasi wanita.

Kata Kunci: Pemberontakan, Prinsip, feminis

ABSTRACT

This research describe about a person named Margaret Zelle who acts as a spy for
the German state and has the secret name of H21 and has a stage name that is
Mata Hari. This research describes how Paulo Coelho described the rebellion in
the novel The Spy. The purpose of this study is to find out how the rebellion and
the reason the author describes the rebellion in this novel. This writer is
qualitative by using descriptive method. This research was analyzed using
Feminist theory. The analysis is used to describe the occurrence of rebellion in
this novel. This study has several conclusions. First, there are several reasons for
the rebellion in the Spy novel and the second there is a Feminist Principle
consisting of four parts: the Women’s Position, Women's Roles, Women's Rights
and Women's Participation.

Keywords: Rebellion, Principe, Feminist

1. INTRODUCTION

As etymologically, Woman means an adult female human. The spelling Woman
comes from the past millennium from Wiffmann to Wimman to Wumman, and

now the modern spell Woman. According to Meriam Webster, Rebellion is open,



armed, and usually unsuccessful defiance of or resistance to an established
government. Woman rebellion here means that a female that strong mentally, and
physically to against her world where she lived.
We can find woman rebellion in this story. Margaretha as the main character
shows the rebellion in this story. She was independent woman that aspire
to be free from societal and economy constraints, so she might make her
independently in the world. The choices she made were not imposed from above.
In reality people think that women are weak. They could not stand alone
independently without men. Women should stay at home, cooking and keep
children. But with the passing of time, women more brave to fight for their life.
Nowadays, women more brave than women in old time. We can find that
women become a politician, police woman, until become a spy. They can decide
what they want without any trouble, but in the end they also get the results
of their deeds.

2. RESEARCH METHOD

This study is a descriptive qualitative research. The researcher conducts
two objects of this study as follows, formal object and material object. The formal
object is discussing about the issue of social mobility by using Marxism Theory,
the material object is Paulo Coelho’s novel published by Wordsworth Edition.
There are two data sources can be found in this study, as follows: primary data
source and secondary data  source. Primary data source is The Spy novel.
Secondary data source consisting books, journal, articles and internet to complete
the data analysis. In the techniques of collecting data, he researcher uses five
steps are follows: 1) Reading and understanding the novel “The Spy”, 2)
Browsing and reading the related articles and some information needed in the
internet. 3) Taking notes of the important related with the study. 4) Identifying the
problem in The Spy and finding the data. 5) Making conclusion and its suggestion

based on the results.



3. FINDING AND DISCUSSION
3.1. Rebellion Analysis

Rebellion is a struggle for people to live their life. People should rebel
when they lived in condition that do not fit with their circle. Such as lived in
society that have different  perception, or live in circle that full of oppression.

The Spy novel represented the rebellion of Margaretha Zelle when lived in
World War 1 in 1917. This novel represented about Margaretha’s rebellion in
life as a woman, an espionage, and as a housewife.

The first evidence that prove the rebellion of Margaretha Zelle can be seen
through the narrations below :

“Unfortunately, I have no one else in whom to confide. We all know I
won’t be killed because of this stupid allegation of espionage, but because
| decided to be who | always dreamed. And the price of a dream is always
high.”(The Spy, 2016:73)

“Striptease had been around-and allowed by law-since the end of last
century, but it had always been considered a mere display of flesh. |
transformed that grotesque spectacle into art.” (The Spy, 2016:73)

From the quotations above, it shows about Margaretha’s rebellion in life
when doing her job. She does a striptease, but she change the bad image of
striptease into a good art.

The second evidence that shows the rebellion on Margaretha Zelle can be
seen through this narration below :

“I couldn’t cry. The stones disappeared into the water, sinking
alongside one another as if they could perhaps reconstruct
Margaretha Zelle beneath the surface. But I did not want to be her
again, that woman who looked into the eyes of Andreas’s wife and
understood. The one who told me that our lives are planned out
down to the last minute details : You are born, go to school, and
attend university in search of a husband. You get married-even if
he is the worst man in the world-just so that others can’t say no one
wants you. You have children, grow old, and spend the end of your
days watching passersby from a chair on the sidewalk, pretending
to know everything about life yet unable to silence the voice in
your heart that says : “you could try something else.”” (The Spy,
2016, P.81)



The quotation above is the evidence of Margaretha that she would
not be like her past. She remember about Andreas’s wife which was
suicide using a gun that shot into her head in a party. Margaretha
remember what Andreas’s wife talk about. She realized that her life is full
of under pressure when she married by Rudolf Macleod. Margaretha does
not want to be trap by her own life. She rebels for herself with run away

into Paris. She change her life, because she thinks that her past was bad.

3.2 Basic Concepts Feminist Analysis
3.2.1 Women’s Position

According to Mandel (1995: 14) in Feminist Issues, women were
subordinated by a special form of life called patriarchy through which man has
all superior social roles and maintains women subordinated and exploited
position.

In The Spy Novel shows that there is a struggle of Margaretha to be an
independent woman. It represented by Margaretha. She was a woman and a
dancer. She decided to be an espionage when World War | year. She did it like
man. She bravely enter to military circle to get any information.

In The Spy Novel shows that the phenomenon about woman can work
as man when live in society. Because Margaretha Zelle live as espionage that
have many risk. She can be killed if she failed to do her job. The writer think
that this work should done by man. Because men have any power and skill for
using gun to defend their self. This novel represented the rebellion of
Margaretha Zelle as a woman in World War | year. She work as espionage for
military, but in the end she got what she deserved.

“Unfortunately, I have no one else in whom to confide. We all
know I won’t be Killed because of this stupid allegation of
espionage, but because | decided to be who | always dreamed. And
the price of a dream is always high.”(The Spy, 2016:73)
In general, woman is only work at home, washing clothes, take care
their kids, treat their husband. But Margaretha Zelle, she was feminist. She

take a big risk to work as espionage.



3.2.2 Women’s Role
As traditionally, women defined by their roles as daughters, wife, and
mother. According to Mandell (1995: 54), women are normally defined by
their roles as daughter, wives, and mother. They are fully given charge to look
after their children, handle household matters, or to be seasoning for men’s
life. Women are habitually related to domestic roles. This shows that women’s
roles in society cannot differentiate by culture. Women have many roles into
men an society, in The Spy Novel women shows a traditional in gender roles.
3.2.3 Women’s Right
Feminism action arose, because there is an encouragement to equalize
the rights between men and women which is as if women were not respected
in taking chance and decision in life (Mandell, 1995: 5).
In The Spy novel depicted that woman in this novel that is Margaretha
Zelle as the main character has the right to be a daughter. This statement is
appropriate with this quotation below :

“I try to see now where mine went wrong, but I cannot blame my
family. Adam and Antje Zelle gave me everything money could
buy. They owned a hat shop and invested in oil before people knew
of its importance, which allowed me to attend a private school,
study dance, take riding lessons. When people started to accuse me
of being a “woman of easy virtue,” my father wrote a book in my
defense-something he should have never done.” (The Spy, 2016,
P.17)

“I cannot blame my parents for anything, except perhaps for having
given birth to me in the wrong town.” (The Spy, 2016, P.17)

The writer conclude that quotations above show that Margaretha
Zelle has got the rights of being woman. On that era, being a modern
woman was impossible. Margaretha Zelle can riding horses, entering
private school, and studying dance. But Margaretha Zelle always get the
best from her parents before her parents bankrupt.
3.24 Women’s Participation
Women are less on participating in society because women are not

good too be a leader in company or managing anything. In running



company, women are supposed to be more emotional than rational
(Mandell, 1995: 5).

Women’s participation not only in company. In households women
managing at home. She treat her children and her husband. In society
women can be a teacher, or work on government.

In The Spy novel, Margaretha Zelle as the main character was an

independent woman. Women participation in here is appropriate with
Margaretha Zelle’s life. She works as espionage, but she entered to the
trap which was made by government. She set aside her pride for doing
her job. She become an espionage for French.
“In 1889, my family’s fortune changed. Adam went bankrupt and Antje
fell ill, dying two years later. They did not want me have to go through
what they went through, and sent me away to school in another city,
Leiden, firm in their objective that | have the finest education. There |
trained to become a kindergarten teacher while | awaited the arrival of a
husband who would take charge of me.” (The Spy, 2016, P.18)

The quotation above describe about Margaretha Zelle’s life before
married. She become a teacher in kindergarten. This is a prove that

woman can be managing and working in society.

3.3. Discussion

The Spy is a novel that written by Paulo Coelho. This novel told about the
life of Margaretha Zelle as a woman spy in world war I. Margaretha Zelle is a
beautiful woman that live in Paris. She was married by an officer, Rudolf
MacLeod. She never feel happy on her marriage, so she went away and try to
become an exotic dancer. This novel contains of the story of her life, and her
rebellion to this world. This novel is based on true story, but the writer adding
some facts and some conversations to support the story.

In The Spy, rebellion is the main point of this novel. Margaretha Zelle or
Mata Hari makes a rebellion in her life. She has to rebel. Because on that era,

women should not speak up and doing something that makes women become



feminine. Margaretha Zelle starts to rebel through their life since her parents have
to cutback om their factory. Margaretha Zelle should leave her country to start her
new life and face her future.

Margaretha Zelle faces many problems in doing rebellion. The first
problem is come from her family. It was start from the bankrupt of her parents.
After that Antje Zelle, her mother got ill and then passed away. The second
problem is come from Margaretha Zelle’s husband. She was not happy with her
marriage. Because her husband often tortured her. She cannot stand anymore and
then she run away to another town and become an exotic dancer. The third
problem is come from her job as spy. She used by military to be a spy. But she
does the work with doing sexual activity that not based with love. She was
confused and does not like with the job. but she does not know how to get any
information from another officer without doing sex when she works.

The Spy is a drama romance and mysterious novel. This novel contains
with love, and adventure. In this novel the reader can find any woman
participations to government. Which is on that era, women was underestimate by
society. The Spy told that Mata Hari an exotic dancer, a beautiful woman, can
participate on military work as spy. The job usually do by men, but in here
Margaretha Zelle could prove it that women can do it too. Even tough she should
pay it highly to life.

The Spy novel describe that the rebellion was faced when woman feel not
enjoying her place in life. The main character describe the value of feminism.
Margaretha Zelle, is an independent woman that work for Germany as an
espionage. She was a beautiful woman with good attitude. She was rebel for her
life when her circle did not agree with her. She is kind person. She does anything
for her life. She rebels for her children and her future. The writer think this is an
emancipation. Because Margaretha stand alone for herself. She with a big heart,
accept all her fault when doing as espionage for German, she accept all the
punishment and she with her courage faced her death with fire by firing squad of

French.



In women positions’s In The Spy Novel shows that there is a struggle of
Margaretha to be an independent woman. It represented by Margaretha. She was a
woman and a dancer. She decided to be an espionage when World War | year. She
did it like man. She bravely enter to military circle to get any informations. In The
Spy Novel shows that the phenomenon about woman can work as man when live
in society. Because Margaretha Zelle live as espionage that have many risk. She
can be Killed if she failed to do her job. The writer think that this work should
done by man. Because men have any power and skill for using gun to defend their
self. This novel represented the rebellion of Margaretha Zelle as a woman in
World War | year. She work as espionage for military, but in the end she got what
she deserved.

The Spy novel by Paulho Coelho explains that women’s role is important
here. Margaretha Zelle does all what women should do. She handled her
households, even tough her husband always torture her. She still strong as a
woman. She treat her child, even tough her child was killed by the nanny. She
looking for a job, but she still become a pure woman in everywhere she stands.
She works for military. And the big crime of her is become a woman espionage.

The Spy novel by Paulho Coelho explains that the woman’s right is
comparable with men. It means that the women rights is same with the men rights.
In here, Margaretha Zelle works as spy. Which is this work only do by men.
Because the big risk that could happen if she failed on her missions. The
women’s right is freedom to life, freedom to learn, and freedom to tell their
opinion as men did. Margaretha always got the women’s right since she was
young age. She learn in private school, continuing study as the kindergarten
teacher, and works become espionage for Germany. Although she feels that her
life is unfair when French caught her as espionage for Germany. She needs to be
free from the punishment, but she did not get it.

Women’s participation in The Spy novel by Paulho Coelho describe that
Margaretha Zelle is participate on her society. Women’s participation is also the
same as men in participation in society, politics, and economics. She become a

teacher in kindergarten. This is a prove that woman can be managing and working



in society. She was recruited by Germany to become an espionage with code
name H21. This job usually do by men. But in this case, woman is the best partner
to be an espionage. Because in this case, Margaretha Zelle the sexual dancer could
use the dance to cover her work as espionage. She does the job as good as they
need her. But she was fault. She was vilified and blame by French. All of her
effort to tell the truth was gone. Because the government did not give her a chance
to let her free. She got dead punishment by firing squad on 15 October 1917.

The Spy novel have values of feminism and values of rebellion. It is
depicted on the main character who always exhibits the character as woman and
do the rebellion through her life.

4. CONCLUSION

The conclusion are devided into 2 parts, the first is rebellion analysis and
the second if feminist analysis.

The first is based on rebellion analysis, the researcher can conclude that
The Spy novel by Paulho Coelho explains that women’s role is important here.
Margaretha Zelle does all what women should do. She handled her households,
eventough her husband always torture her. She still strong as a woman. She treat
her child, eventough her child was killed by the nanny. She looking for a job, but
she still become a pure woman in everywhere she stands. She works for military.
And the big crime of her is become a woman spionage.

The Spy novel by Paulho Coelho explains that the woman’s right is
comparable with men. It means that the women rights is same with the men rights.
In here, Margaretha Zelle works as spy. Which is this work only do by men.
Because the big risk that could happen if she failed on her missions. The women’s
right is freedom to life, freedom to learn, and freedom to tell their opinion as men
did. Margaretha always got the women’s right since she was young age. She learn
in private school, continuing study as the kindergarten teacher, and works become
espionage for Germany. Altough she feels that her life is unfair when French
caught her as espionage for Germany. She needs to be free from the punishment,
but she did not get it.



The second is based on feminist analysis, the researcher finds that the
basic concepts of feminist in this novel divided into fourth parts there are
women’s position, women’s role, women’s right and women’s participation.

In women’s position shows that there is a struggle of Margaretha to be an
independent woman. It represented by Margaretha. She was a woman and a
dancer. She decided to be an espionage when World War | year. She did it like
man. She bravely enter to military circle to get any informations. In women’s role
women are habitually related to domestic roles. This shows that women’s roles in
society cannot differentiate by culture. Women have many roles into men an
society, in The Spy Novel women shows a traditional in gender roles. In women’s
right feminism action arose, because there is an encouragement to equalize the
rights between men and women which is as if women were not respected in taking
chance and decision in life (Mandell, 1995: 5). In women’s participation \Women
are less on participating in society because women are not good too be a leader in
company or managing anything. In running company, women are supposed to be
more emotional than rational (Mandell, 1995: 5). Women’s participation not only
in company. In households women managing at home. She treat her children and

her husband. In society women can be a teacher, or work on government.
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