CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Study

Learning English is not only significant in learning language at school
or college but English is also one of languages that is acknowledged as
international language. United Nations determines English as one of the
acceptable languages around the nations. English has gained worldwide
interest in language teaching learning. Crystal (2006: 420-439) reveals that
over a billion people on this planet use English as their communication
language including native-speaker and non-native-speaker. And the
amounts of English speakers are growing each days. Hence, there is no
reason not to learn English. It should be learned by everyone not only in
formal but also in informal place. In Indonesia, English is taught as a
foreign language in each stage of education. Komaria stated (1998) that
English in Indonesia had been taught since Dutch colonization until
present. Those phenomena indicate that English has an important role in
Indonesia teaching learning.

Considering the important role, Indonesia Government take many
efforts in order that English can be learned by Indonesian. One of them is
adopted English as a compulsory subject taught to students since they are
in secondary level. In order that students learn the language, government
also prepare the teachers. The teachers of English should be educated in
English Department. The prospective teacher of English Education
Department as the beginning seed should learn what must be taught to
their students at the class and this duty must be fulfilled by the college.
The college has a duty to require what subjects must be learned by the
English students. Department of English Education as the department that
focuses on English Education should prepare their students by holding a
related class to their major. As a result, the prospective teachers can
sharpen their ability in a college by learning it hard. Not only subjects

taught at the class but also there are several subject that must be passed by



carrying through internship program. All of these efforts are expected to
create better outcomes in each graduation year and create better generation
in studying English as foreign language.

To create the situation and condition mentioned above, students of
Department of English Education should master four influential skills such
as listening, reading, speaking, and writing. According to Brown (1994)
teaching English requires four important skills those are listening, reading,
writing and speaking. But here, writing skill is what the one the writer
focuses on. English students in college are taught writing through several
stages in order to create competent alumni in process teaching English.
Each student should master the elements to express thoughts, wishes,
intentions, feeling, and information in a written form (Pamela, 1991). The
purposes of writing itself are to strengthen the grammatical structure,
enhance the students’ vocabulary, support other language skills and also
write text or paragraph well. The writing skill is more complex than the
other skills.

Department of English Education where the writer studied in
Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta requires writing skill as one of
their subject. Writing classes in Universitas Muhammadiyah Surakarta are
divided into five different levels. Writing 1 concentrates on the basic
ability to build sentence, then writing 2 focuses on the paragraph
development. Later, in the third semester, writing 3 studies essay writing.
In the fourth semester, the prospective teacher learns writing 4 that
concentrates on academic writing. The last, writing 5 focuses on writing
for standardized test. Five of each writing are held in order from the early
semester until fifth semester.

Those phenomena above attract the researcher to observe the teaching
writing process by lecturers of the fourth year of English Education
Department Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta. It focuses on the
process of teaching writing to identify how lecturers prepare the whole
thing before and after teaching writing process at the class and to be

reflection in the advanced of teaching writing in this department. The



writer has curiosity to conduct a research entitled “PROCESS OF
TEACHING WRITING TO PROSPECTIVE TEACHERS AT THE
FOURTH SEMESTER OF DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH EDUCATION
AT UNIVERSITAS MUHAMMADIYAH SURAKARTA”

. Scope of the Study
The researcher realizes that it is not possible for her to cope with the
problems of English teaching learning because of limited time and
capability. The writer would like to limit her study as follows:
1. The subject is limited to the fourth semester of English Education
Department students of Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta.
2. The object of the study is limited on the teaching learning process in
class taught by Mrs HA and focused on technique, procedures, media,

and assessment rubric used by the lecturer

. Problem Statement

In this research, the writer formulates the problems statements related
to the and based on the background of the study. In general, the question is
“How is the process of teaching writing?” Specifically, the specific
problem statements are as follows:
1. What is the technique used in teaching writing?
2. What procedure is applied in this teaching writing?
3. What media is used in teaching writing?
4

. How does the lecturer assess students’ works?

. Objective of the Study
The objective of the research generally is to investigate the process of

teaching writing at the fourth semester of English Education Department



students of Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta. The specific

objectives of this study are to:

1.

2
3.
4

identity what technique used by the lecturer in teaching writing,

describe the procedure applied in teaching writing,

find media usage in teaching writing,

know the aspects of the assessment to the result of the learner’s

writing assignment.

E. Significance of the Study

This research has two most important benefits, namely practical

benefit and theoretical benefit.

1. Practical Significance

1.

The research will contribute some involvement for other
researchers who are interested in process teaching writing essay.
The research will build the comprehension to the readers about the
element of essay.

The result can be useful both for the students and teacher as a

source to explain the material that is rather tough for students.

2. Theoretical Significance

a.

The study will deepen their study of text particularly and its
contribution for English Education Department students in learning
an essay.

The result of this research will be beneficial as a base to conduct an

essay teaching.

F. Research Paper Organization
In conducting this research paper, the researcher organizes it in order

to give a clearer guidance in reading and understanding the content of the

study, both the reader and the writer herself. This study conducts into

several chapters as follows:



Chapter 1 is introduction which consists of background of the study,
problem statement, objective of the study, limitation of the study,
Significance of the study, and research paper organization.

Chapter 1l is literature review. It involves previous studies and
underlying theories that are useful for conducting the analysis of the data.

Chapter 111 is research method. It reveals type of the research, subject
of the research, object of the research, data and data source, method of
collecting data, technique for analysing the data.

Chapter 1V is concerned with research result. This chapter discusses
the findings and discussion of the findings.

Chapter V presents of conclusion and suggestion. Conclusion deals
with the answer of the problem statements. This chapter also proposes

some suggestions to the other researchers and readers.



