
 

IMPROVING STUDENTS’ VOCABULARY MASTERY THROUGH 

SEMANTIC MAPPING (A CLASSROOM ACTION RESEARCH AT THE 

FIFTH YEAR OF SD N I DELANGGU IN 2008/2009 ACADEMIC YEAR) 

 

 

 
 

RESEARCH PAPER  

 

Submitted as a Partial Fulfillment of Requirements 

for Getting Bachelor Degree of Education 

in English Departement 

 

by 

RAHMAWATI 

A 320 050 174 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION 

MUHAMMADIYAH UNIVERSITY OF SURAKARTA 

2009 



 
 

 

1   

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 
A. Background of the Study 

 As an international language, English has gained its popularity all over 

the world including Indonesia. In the past English was only taught in 

secondary level. In current years, however, the teaching of English is 

expanding into primary or elementary school setting (Fauziati, 2005: 169). In 

the recent years, English becomes a compulsory subject in elementary school. 

It has been taught from the first year to sixth year.  

 The purpose of learning English in elementary school is to make the 

students use English actively or passively, so that the students can read, speak, 

write, and listen English accurately. Besides the objective of teaching English 

in Elementary school is to prepare children to have comparative  value in the 

globalization era and introduce English at early ages (English Elementary 

School Local Content Subject, 1995: 2).  

  Krasnegor (1979: 5) in Purnamawati (2008: 1) states that infants can 

distinguish many phonetic contrasts of speech at a very young age. It means 

the earlier one starts to learn English, the better the result he or she will 

achieve. The process of teaching children or young learner is different from 

teaching adults, especially in teaching vocabulary. Fauziati (2005: 171) states 

that the language used to talk to young children is about “here and now”. 

Children learn by doing, they learn language by using it, listening it, speaking 
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it, and writing it. Adults talk about the object for children interest in: adults 

name them, describe the properties, and talk about relation between object. To 

make sure young children understand what adults say, adults alter the way 

they say what to say to the children. They do this with three ways: they slow 

down, the use short simple sentences, and they repeat them frequently. These 

ways to talk to children should be seriously considered in English to young 

learner.  

  Mujiono in Purnamawati (2008: 3) states that teaching English in 

elementary school is focused on vocabulary; 

 Vocabulary in English as a foreign language is taught at 
school for the purpose of providing the students language 
skills. They are listening, reading, speaking, and writing. 
Some general statements say that the techniques of teaching 
reading comprehension and others (listening, speaking, and 
writing) are focused on vocabulary. 

 

Vocabulary is central to language and of critical importance to typical 

language learner. Without a sufficient vocabulary, one can not communicate 

effectively or express his ideas in both oral and written forms (Fauziati, 2005: 

155). It means that students in elementary school must master English 

vocabulary and its grammatical rules to make good communication to the 

other people. 

 Vocabulary mastery is one of the components to master English as 

foreign language. It means that the students have ability in understanding and 

using the words and meaning. The students not only know the words, but also 

their meaning. It also plays an important part in English skill; listening, 
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speaking, reading, and writing skill. The larger vocabulary students master, 

the better they perform their language. By having a limited vocabulary, the 

students will find difficulties in mastering English skill. 

  SD N I Delanggu is one of favorite schools in Klaten. This school has 

been supported by complete facilities. It makes the students in SD N I 

Delanggu active and smart. Although this is one of favorite schools it still has 

the problems in teaching English especially in teaching vocabulary. Based on 

the observation and interview with the fifth year students in SD N I Delanggu, 

there are two problems in teaching vocabulary. First, the teacher plays less 

attention to teaching vocabulary. For example, the teacher usually teaches 

based on the text from the book. It makes the students easily bored and lazy to 

learn. Second, the teacher seldom gives the new vocabulary items, so they 

have limited vocabulary. Consequently, they had difficulty to do the exercises. 

  The teaching vocabulary for elementary school needs appropriate 

technique in order that the students do not fell bored and they become active 

in the classroom. One of the techniques is Semantic Mapping. It gives a way 

to make teaching vocabulary to children easy and effective. By using it the 

students at SD N I Delanggu can discover the relationship between the 

vocabulary words, and finally it can improve the students’ vocabulary 

mastery. 

  Semantic mapping is a strategy that can be used in all disciplines to 

demonstrate the relationships between ideas. When teaching vocabulary 

explicitly, it can be used as a tool for students to discover the relationships 
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between vocabulary words. As Semantic Mapping builds on prior knowledge, 

and is an active form of learning, it can be a very effective teaching tool to 

teach vocabulary (http://www.essortment.com/all/teachersusesem_tvej.htm). 

  The major purpose of the semantic map is to allow students to organize 

their prior knowledge into these formal relations and thus to provide 

themselves a basis for understanding what they are about to read and study. 

Comprehension can be thought of as the elaboration and refinement of prior 

knowledge. What the semantic map provides is a graphic structure of that 

knowledge to be used as the basis for organizing new ideas as they are 

understood (Estes, 1999 in www.readingquest.org/eds771/semanticmap.html). 

  The use of Semantic Mapping is expected to motivate the students to 

learn, and make them not get bored in English teaching learning process. 

Beside that by introducing new vocabulary by this technique regularly, the 

writer hopes the students can discover the strategy of defining and clarifying 

the unknown words. So, they will get many new vocabulary items. 

   Based on the explanation above the writer is interested in improving 

students’ vocabulary and in this research she will try to apply Semantic 

Mapping as a technique in teaching vocabulary. So that, the writer will do a 

research entitled “IMPROVING STUDENTS’ VOCABULARY MASTERY 

THROUGH SEMANTIC MAPPING (A CLASSROOM ACTION 

RESEARCH AT THE FIFTH YEAR OF SDN I DELANGGU IN 2008/2009 

ACADEMIC YEAR”  
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B. Problem of the Study 

Based on the research background, the writer formulates the problems 

of the research as follows; 

1. How is the implementation of teaching English vocabulary through 

Semantic Mapping at SD N I Delanggu? 

2. Does Semantic Mapping improve the students’ vocabulary mastery? 

 

C.  Objective of the Study 

  There are two kinds of objectives of this research: general objective 

and specific objectives. 

1. General Objective 

 The general objective of this research is to improve the students’ 

vocabulary mastery. 

2. Specific Objectives 

Specifically, this research is to: 

a. Describe the teaching learning process in the classroom, especially the 

implementation of teaching English vocabulary through Semantic 

Mapping. 

b. Find whether teaching vocabulary using Semantic Mapping can 

improve the students’ vocabulary or not. 
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D. Limitation of the Study 

 The writer limits of the study in order to achieve of the goal of the 

research. The writer only focuses on the Semantic Mapping as a technique to 

teach vocabulary at the fifth year of SD N I Delanggu in 2008-2009 academic 

year.  

 

E.  Benefit of the Study 

 The writer hopes that this research will have some benefits in the 

English teaching learning process, especially in teaching vocabulary. There 

are two kinds of benefit of this research; theoretical benefit and practical 

benefit. 

1. Theoretical benefit 

a. The result of this research will enrich the theory of teaching 

vocabulary through Semantic Mapping. 

b. The result of this research can be used as the references for those 

who want to conduct a research in improving English vocabulary. 

2. Practical benefit 

a. Teaching Vocabulary through Semantic Mapping is expected to be 

able to motivate the students to be interested in learning 

vocabulary. 

b. It can help the teacher facilitate the students’ learning vocabulary. 
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F.  Research Paper Organization 

   The writer organizes this research paper by dividing it into five 

chapters. Each of them is concerned with different issues but it is related to 

each other. 

  Chapter I presents background of the Study, problem statement, 

objective of the study, limitation of the Study, benefit of the Study, research 

paper organization. 

  Chapter II presents review of related literature. It covers review of 

previous study, general concept of vocabulary, the characteristic of young 

learner, general concept of Semantic Mapping, theoretical framework, and 

working hypothesis. 

  Chapter III discuses research method. This covers type of research, 

setting of the study, subject of the study, object of the study,  data and data 

source, method of collecting data, technique for analyzing data, credibility of 

data, performance indicator, and research procedure. 

  Chapter IV is the result of the study. In this chapter, the writer presents 

research finding and discussion which consist of the implementation of 

teaching vocabulary through Semantic Mapping and the result of teaching 

vocabulary through Semantic Mapping. 

  Chapter V deals with conclusion and suggestion. 

 

 


