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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Study

My love, thisisthe bitterest, that thou
Who art all truth and who dost love me now
As thine eyes say, as thy voice breaks to say-
Should’ st love so truly and could’ st love me till
A wholelong life through, had but love its will,
Would death that |eads me from thee brook delay!

(Any Wife To Any Husband, Everyman, 1991:35)

The coherently bounded beautiful words above are expressed by awife to
her husband. This art was written down greatly by Robert Browning in his
book Men and Women. The excellent of Men and Women and Other poems
is that of maturity rather than of novelty. Nothing that is present here had not
been present in Browning’s previous writings, and every tendency which he
was to develop in the future is here forecast (Everyman,1991:xxi).

Much of Browning's verse in Men and Women is devoted to love
poetry, to what his Victorian readers particularly valued and what Sir Henry
Jones called ‘the richest vein of pure ore in his verse’. The vein of ore
apparently seems less rich to the presents age, probably because Browning's
love poetry, for al its vast variety, as based upon certain persona doctrines,
most centrally the belief that the experience of personal love is equivaent to a
revelation of the divine naure. Love is indubitable, revelatory and the

climactic experience of life. Browning became an acute analyst of the ‘sex



war’, the differing attitudes of male and female towards sexual love, and heis
remarkable among male poets in being able to write convincingly from the
woman’'s point of view (Everyman.1991:xxi). The three types of poetry
which have been considered in this volumes, love poetry, poems of heroic
action, and dramatic monologues, do not exhaust the richness of Men and
Women and Other Poems. There are the poems on art, the religious
monologue, grostesqueries (Everyman, 1991: xxviii).

In Men and Woman and Other Poems, Browning exhibits the flair,
lyricism and idiosynerasy which have captivated, enthralled and sometimes
baffled his readers (Everyman,1991) The poems destined for these two
volumes were gradually written during the Browning's happiest period in
Florence, the most richly productive period of Browning's life and those who
saw the work in manuscript were enthusiastic (Everyman.1991: xix).

The responses of public of these volumes are in variation, Charles Carroll
stated in Browning Memoria that

Browning's poetry is obscure, So far as his other writings are
concerned; it is rare that | find anything which demands more
than a reasonable co-working of the reader with the poet. | do
not deny that Browning sometimes fails to reach the complete
mastery of form ; but | conceive that the obscurity which so
many find results largely from the strength and impetuosity of
his nature, and from the vividness of his imagination
(Browning Society,1890:30).

Mr. Edmund Gosse stated in Browning Memorial,

to whose charming account of Browning, he has aready
referred, describes a conversation with the poet in a garden.



He states that with all the life of birds and insects about them,
Browning did not make an alusion to any of these natural
facts. From this he draws the inference that "although on
occasion he could be so accurate an observer of Nature, it was
not instinctive with him to observe" The conclusion, he
thought, is not justified. What the incident did illustrate was
the intensity of the poet's nature, he would interest himself in
one thing a a time; and yet more, perhaps, it 'shows that
however much he loved Nature, he loved man better. With
him hardly more than with the Greek poets does Nature figure
except as the background and accompaniment of human life.
All life interested him. (Berdoe, Edwar,1898:35)

The strength of his imagination showed itself in the revelation that it
made to him of human hearts and the power that it gave him to present to us
in visible form, and with the charm that genius alone can give, the living
souls of men. It is marvelous how many and what different types of men and
women are thus presented. Here, his imagination and his love of his kind
worked harmoniously together (Berdoe, Edwar,1898:35), other comments
argued By Corson, he stated that no poetry in English literature, or in any
literature, is more charged with discursive thought than his.(Corson,
Hiram.1986).

In the summer of 1855, Robert and Elizabeth Barret Browning made was
to prove their fina visit to England. Thelr principal purpose was to see
Browning's new book, Men and Women, through the press. Browning had
been consistently neglected by the public and the critics, and when he began
to assemble the poems for what was to become the volumes of Men and
Women, he was specificaly aiming at the popular success which had eluded

him, thinking of ‘a first step towards popularity for me-lyrics with more



music and painting than before, so as to get people to hear and see
(Everyman, 1991: xx).

The fascinating of this poems are the poem of this volumes not only
entertain, but also gives us the other views about “How a love should be” in
Browning's view. The poem’s theme that appear in Men and Women and
Other Poems not only about love poetry, but also poems about heroic action,
dramatic monologues, poems on art, religious monologues, it proves he is not
just a poet who can make a romantic poem but he also gives respond to
surrounding through his poems.

In Men and Women, most of the poems say about love, just like the title,
Men and Woman. It represents the view of Robert Browning in perceiving the
relationship between men and women, how husband and wife interacts in
family. A husband-wife relation is considered complex since it contains a
commitment. In the poem ‘I gave mysaf to him’' by Emily Dickinson (1830-
1886), marriage is an engagement; it's also trade because it is not easy to
spend the rest of life with one person only. There will always be happiness,
loyalty, and boredom because life has its process and love indeed. As the
result, there is aways an emotiona fluctuation coloring the relationship
between husband and wife. In this book, Browning tried to tell the readers
how a couple of husband and wife experience such an emotional fluctuation
in their life in order to maintain the commitment they make both “I’m gonna

love you till the heaven stops the rain” (Morisson Jm, The Doors).



According to Wellek and Warren “There remains the question of
‘psychology’ in the works themselves. Characters in plays and novels are
judged by usto be ‘psychologicaly’ true. Sometimes a psychological theory,
held either consciously or dimly by an author, seems to fit a figure or a
Situation. Much great art continuously violates standards of psychology,
either contemporary with it or subsequent. It works with improbable
Situations, with fantastic motifs. In some cases, to be sure, psychological
insight seems to enhance artistic value. In the sense of a conscious and
systematic theory of the mind and its working, psychology is unnecessary to
art and not in itself of artistic value. For some conscious artists, psychology
may have tightened thelr sense of redlity, sharpened their powers of
observation or allowed them to fall into hitherto undiscovered patterns. But,
in itself psychology is only preparatory to the act of creation and in the work
itself, psychological truth is an artistic value only if it enhances coherence
and complexity -if, in short it is art,(Wellek and Warren, 1956:93).

In correspond to the explanation above, the writer is trying to analyze the
view of Robert Browning in his poems. His book Men and Women and Other
Poems represents the expression of fluctuation of emotion happens in the
family, which automatically brings Browning's felling and view. So, with the
background above attracts the writer to analyze the poems within the
psychological perspectives frame work into her research paper entitled:

Expression of Emotional Fluctuation of Husband-Wife Relation In



Robert Browning’'s Men and Women and Other Poems. Psychological
Approach

. LiteratureReview

The previous research related to this study was conducted by Ellyta
Suwito (2005), the student of School of Teacher Training and Education of
Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta. Her research entitled An Analysis
Figurative Language used in Robert Browning's Poems. The mgor problem
in this study is to revea what the dominant figurative language used in
Robert Browning's poems. The researcher concludes that Robert Browning's
uses some figures of speech in his poems. They are. Metaphor, Simile,
Personification, Apostrophe, Metonymy, Synecdoche, Hyperbole,
Understatement, Symbol and Irony.

This research has a similar data source but different in focus and how to
analyze. In this occasion, the researcher takes the Psychological approach in
order to know how the emotional fluctuation of Husband-Wife Relation
viewed in Robert Browning's Men and Women and Other Poems

. Problem Statement

Based on the background of the research, the researcher proposes a
problem statement. The problem of this research is “How is expression of
emotional  fluctuation of Husband-Wife Relation viewed in Robert

Browning's Poems in Men and Women?’



D. Limitation of the Study

The limitation of the study is how Expression of Emotional Fluctuation of
Husband-Wife Relation in Robert Browning's Men and Women and Other
Poems viewed from Psychological Approach. To carry out he study, the
researcher chooses One Word More, Love Among the Ruins, By the Fire-Sde,
My Sar, Any Wife to any Husband, In a Year to be analyzed.

E. Objective of the Study
According to problem statement above, the objectives of the research are
as follows:
1. Toanalyze the poetry based on the structural elements, and
2. Toanayze the poetry based on psychologica approach
F. Benefit of the Study
The reason why someone makes a research is to get the benefit from
it. By so doing, the writer expects some benefits are produced from this

research, those are:

1. Theoretical Benefit
The result of this study is expected to be able to give theoretica
contribution in literature study, particularly psychological study on
literature.

2. Practical Benefit



This study can develop the writer knowledge about the Robert
Browning's Men and Women and Other poems particularly related to the
psychological study about emotional fluctuation of husband — wife
relation.

G. Research Method
1. Typeof the Research
This research applies descriptive qualitative method. Descriptive
gualitative method is aresearch which employs the method of collecting,
describing, classifying and analyzing the data and then drawing
conclusion.
2. Object of the Study
The object of the study is Robert Browning's poems, they are One
Word More, Love Among the Ruins, By the Fire-Sde, My Sar, Any Wife to
any Husband, In a Year. The researcher chooses these poems because they
have the same categories, that are love poetry, but different in theme, so
the researcher can analyze the expression of emotional fluctuation through

these poems.

3. Typeof the Data and Sour ce of the Data
The type of the data of this study is text taken from two data sources,
namely; primary and secondary.

1. Primary data source



The primary data source are poetry, One Word More, Love
Among the Ruins, By the Fire-Sde, My Sar, Any Wife to any Husband,
In a Year in Men and Woman, taken from Men and Women and Other
Poems Published by Everyman.
2. Secondary data source
The writer takes the secondary data source, including reference
and materials related to the study whether taken from internet.
4. Method of the Data Collection
The method of data collection in this study is the library research.

Some steps of collecting data are:

=

Selecting all Robert Browning's poems from Literary Books,

N

Classifying the data based on the kinds of poem,

w

Analyzing the data,and

4. Developing the provided data
5. Method of the Data Analysis
The method in analyzing the data is descriptive analysis, in which the

data collected, described and then analyzed. It concerns with the
relationship between the selected poetry and the psychological approach
theory to show how emotion fluctuation is reflected in the poetry.

H. Research Paper Organization

The researcher organizes the research paper into five chapter. Chapter

| is the introduction which consists of background of the study, previous
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study, problem statement, limitation of study, objective of the study, previous
study, problem statement, limitation of study, objective of the study, benefit
of the study, theoretica approach, research method, technique of data
analysis and research paper organization. Chapter 1l is underlying theories
that consists of Psychological perspective, emotional fluctuation, husband-
wife relation and structural elements of the poetry. Chapter 11l is analysis of
the poetry, it includes the structural elements of poems. Chapter 1V is
psychological analysis that deals with the discussion. Chapter V draws

conclusion and suggestion.



