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ABSTRAK 

 

 

Studi ini adalah tentang Superstitions in Mark Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

(1884) yang dianalisis menggunakan pendekatan Sociological. Tujuan studi ini adalah untuk 

mengetahuitipe-tipe dari takhayul, untuk mengetahui bagaimana Mark Twain sebagai penulis 

menggambarkan takhayul pada novelnya, dan untuk mengungkapkan alasan Mark Twain 

menambahkan kasus takhayul dalam novel Adventures of Huckleberry Finn berdasarkan 

pendekatan Sociological. Penelitian  initermasuk dalam penelitian kualitatif. Data primer dari 

penelitian ini adalah novel karya mark Twain yang berjudul Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

yang diterbitkan pada tahun 1884,sementara data sekunderdaripenelitianiniadalahsumber lain 

yang terkait dalam studi ini, seperti: website, kamusdanbeberapabuku yang mendukung 

penelitian ini. Peneliti menarik tiga kesimpulan dalam penelitian ini. Pertamaadalah dari enam 

jenis takhayul yang ada, penulis hanya menemukan tiga jenis takhayul yang terdapatdalam 

novel Adventures of Hucklerberry Finn, yaitutakhayul yang berhubungan dengan kejadian di 

kehidupan sehari-hari, Takhayul yang berhubungan dengan kematian dan iblis, dantakhayul 

yang berhubungan dengan hewan dan tumbuhan. Kedua,  takhayul ditunjukkan melalui tokoh, 

setting, kejadian, dangaya seperti simbol. Ketiga adalah dalam novel Adventures of 

Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain menyisipkan takhayul untuk mengembangkan cerita dan 

sebagai sisipan lelucon. 

 

Kata Kunci: Takhayul, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Sociological. 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

This study is about Superstitions in Mark Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

(1884) which is analyzed by using Sociological approach. The objectives of the study 

are to know the types of superstition, to know how superstition directed in the novel, 

and to know the reason why Mark Twain addressed Superstition in Adventures of 

Huckleberry Finn novel based on Sociological approach. This research belongs to 

qualitative research. The primary data of this research is Adventures of Huckleberry 

Finnnovel by Mark Twain in 1884, while the secondary data of this research are 

other sources related to the study, such as: website, dictionary and some books which 

support this research. The researcher draws three conclusions in this research. 

Firstly, of the six types of superstition, there are only three types are found in the 

novel. The three types are daily life, death-ghost-demons, and animal-plants. 

Secondly, the superstition is directed in the novel through the characters, setting, 

events, and style. Third is the underlying reason why Mark Twain address 

superstition in his novel is to help the story progress and just a joke to entertain the 

reader.  

Keywords: Superstition, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Sociological Approach. 
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1. Introduction 

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn was created by Mark Twain.It was published in 1884. 

The novel was originally published in Harper and Brothers. The novel has 43 chapters and 366 

pages. The major character in Adventures of Huckleberry Finnis Huckleberry Finn the we know 

as Huck Finn and Jim. 

The storyis about Huck Finn, a fourteen year old boyl who’s to get his freedom. Huck is 

a boy who comes from the lowest levels of white society. His father is a drunk and a ruffian who 

disappears for months on end. Huck himself is dirty and frequently homeless. Although the 

Widow Douglas attempts to “reform” Huck, he resists her attempts and maintains his 

independent ways. Jim, Huck’s companion as he travels down the river, is a man of remarkable 

intelligence and compassion. At first glance, Jim seems to be superstitious to the point of idiocy, 

but a careful reading of the time that Huck and Jim spend on Jackson’s Island reveals that Jim’s 

superstitions conceal a deep knowledge of the natural world and represent an alternate form of 

“truth” or intelligence. 

Before the researcher writes this research paper, the researcher has found seven previous 

studies about Adventures of Huckleberry Finn novel. FebriRizqiPratama (UMS, 2014) entitled 

Needs For Love And Belongingness In The Character Of Huck Finn In Mark Twain’s The 

Adventures Of Huckleberry Finn Novel: A Humanistic Psychological Approach. The major 

problem of this study is to reveal how the needs for love and belongingness reflected in The 

Adventure of Huckleberry Finn novel by Mark Twain.; Lily Nurulia (UNS, 2002) entitled “A 

Descriptive Study of Language Varieties in the Novel  The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn  by 

Mark Twain”; RatnaNugraheni (UNS, 2002) conducted a study entitled: 

“InteraksiSosialMasyarakatAmerika Selatan Abad 19 yang Tercermindalam Novel The 

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn karya Mark Twain”. The major problem is the interaction of 

American society in 19
th
 century based on the novel.; AgungDwiSaputro (UMS, 2005) conducted 

a study entitled: “Mark Twain’s World View in The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn: A Genetic 

Structuralism Approach”; UmiMuasyaroh (UMS, 2005) conducted a study entitled: “Slavery 

Portrait in Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn: Sociological Approach”; 

LaelaDwi A conducted a study entitled “Struggle for being a Free Man in Mark Twain’s The 

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn: A Marxist Approach”; and Moh. AfifHidayat (UIN Malang, 

2010) conducted study entitled “Slavery in Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn”. 

In encyclopedia of Britannica (2008), superstition is defined as: "A belief, half-belief, or 

practice for which there appears to be no rational substance. Those who use the term imply that 

they have certain knowledge or superio evidence for their own scientific, philosophical, or  

2 



7 
 

religious  convictions. An ambiguous word, it probably cannot be used except subjectively. With 

this qualification in mind, superstitions may be classified roughly as religious, cultural, and 

personal" 

Superstition is closely related to magic, to the idea than man can use supernatural forces 

to control the natural world ( Encyclopedia Americana, 1997:35).  It means that people who 

believe in superstition believe that there is power out of human ability and capacity that can be 

used to control this nature. Thus, superstition is often classified as natural religion which is 

associated with witchcraft and magic.  

2. Underlying Theory 

Sociology is the study of relationship between individual with individual, individual with group, 

and group with society. August Comte is the first philosopher that used sociology term. He state 

that sociology is the society is the study about society. The word of sociology itself derives from 

Greek, socio/socius that means society, and logi or logos that means science (Ratna, 2003:1). In 

the other words, sociology is a science about beginning and development of society. 

3. Research Method 

 

The type of research method is qualitative research.The object of this study is divided into two, 

formal and material object. The formal object is the influence of death awareness on goal 

achievement.The material object is a novel written by Mark Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry 

Finnnovel. The novel has 43 chapters and 366 pages. It was originally published by Harper and 

Brothers in 1884. It was published in 1884. The major character in Adventures of Huckleberry 

Finn  isHuck Finn and Jim. Huck Finn is a fourteen years old boy who try to find his freedom, 

Jim is a slave who also try to find his freedom. There are two data sources which are needed to 

conduct this research. They are primary data sources and secondary data sources. The primary 

data source is Mark Twain’s novel Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (1884). The secondary data 

sources are taken from other sources related the study, such as: website, dictionary, and some 

books which support the research. In collecting data, the researcher takes some steps as follow: 

1) Reading the novel Adventures of Huckleberry Finn repeatedly, 2) Taking notes of important 

part in both primary and secondary data, 3) Determining the characters of the novel, 4) Arranging 

the data into several parts based on its classification, 5) Classifying data by determining the 

relevant data. The technique of data analysis,the researcher uses three processes which relate to 

each other, such as data reduction, data display, and conclusion drawing.  
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4. Findings and Discussion 

4.1 Type of Superstition 

In Adventures of Huckleberry Finn novel, Mark Twain saturates the novel with some 

examples of superstition. In this novel, superstition played an important role that resurfaces 

several times throughout the book. Based on Encyclopedia Americana vol.26, Superstition is 

a term in popular usage for which many anthropologist prefer the more comprehensive term 

“folk custom and belief” that has six types, that is Rites of Passage, it is about superstition 

that related to pregnancy. The second is Daily Life, it is about superstition that related to 

something that often we do. The third is Death, Ghost, and Demons, it is about superstition 

that related to death and ghost. The fourth is the Seasons, the Fields, and the Stars, it is about 

superstition that related to season like weather prediction, the fields and the stars, in this case 

the stars is related to horoscope. The fifth is animals and plants, it is about superstition that 

related to animal and plants that has the sign for something. The last is words and numbers, it 

is about superstition that related to words an number that some people believe it can be a 

lucky number or a number and word that will bring a bad luck.  

 

4.1.1 Daily Life 

Daily life is type of superstition that related to everything that often we do in our daily life, like 

singing in bed means weeping in bed. In Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, the researcher find two 

examples of Daily Life superstition. 

 

  One morning I happened to turn over the salt-cellar at breakfast, I reached for some of it as quick as I 

could to throw over my left shoulder and keep off the bad luck. (p.16) 

 

Huck Finn was afraid when he accidentally slopped the salt when he was breakfast, he afraid that 

it will bring a bad luck to him and then he do something to avoid the bad luck. It is also believed 

by American. They believe it is unlucky when you accidentally spill the salt. The way to avoid is 

we have to splash the water into the salt that was spilled before we cleaned it. The other example 

is about Jim’s belief that count the thing when you are cooking for dinner it will bring you a bad 

luck, it same with when you shook the tablecloth. 

Jim said you mustn’t count the things you are going to cook for dinner, because that would bring bad 

luck. The same if you shook the table-cloth after sundown. (p.42) 

4.1.2 Death, Ghosts, and Demons 

In our society, there is a superstition about death, ghost and demons. Some of us of course have 

heard about ghost’s existence. In Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, the researcher find eleven 
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examples of Death, Ghosts, and Demons superstition. One of them is about Jim’s necklace that 

he said he get his necklace from devil, and he believe there is a spirit inside of it. 

  

Jim always kept that five-center piece round his neck with a string, and said it was a charm 

the devil give to him with his own hands, and told him he could cure anybody with it and 

fetch witches whenever he wanted to just by saying something to it; but he never told what it 

was he said to it.(p.7) 

 

4.1.3 Animals and Plants 

In some society there is animal and plant that they believe will bring good luck or bad luck. For 

example in Indonesia, Indonesian people believe that lizard is a sign of bad luck. Like in this 

novel, there are some superstitions about animals that bring a bad luck or animals that give the 

sign of something. In Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, the researcher find six examples of 

Animals and Plants superstition, one of them is Huck’s belief that when he killed a spider is the 

sign of bad luck. 

 

Pretty soon a spider went crawling up my shoulder, and I slipped it off and it lit in the candle; and 

before I could budge it was all shriveled up. I didn't need anybody to tell me that that was an awful bad 

sign and would fetch me some bad luck, so I was scared and most shook the clothes off of me. I got up 

and turned around in my tracks three times and crossed my breast every time; and then I tied up a little 

lock of my hair to keep witches away. (p.5) 

4.2 The Depiction of Superstition in Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

4.2.1 Character 

Mark Twain uses Huck Finn and Jim as represented the character that believe in superstition. Jim 

as common black people, really believe in superstition. Huck as Jim’s friend also believe in 

superstition because Jim often share about it to Huck Finn. 

Jim told me to chop off the snake’s head and throw it away, and the skin the body and roast a piece of 

it. I done it, and he eat it and said it would help cure him. He made me take off the rattles and tie them 

around his wrist, too. He said that that would help. (p.50) 

4.2.2 Setting 

Based on Merriam Webster dictionary, setting is the place and conditions in which something 

happens or exists. In this novel, Mark Twain uses Miss Watson’s house and Forest for the setting 

of place where superstition happen.  

Then I set down in a chair by the window and tried to think of something cheerful, but it warn’tno use. 

I felt so lonesome I most wished I was dead. The stars were shining, and the leaves rustled in the 
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woods ever so mournful; and I heard an owl away off, who-whooing about somebody that was dead, 

and a whippowill and a dog crying about somebody that was going to die. (P.5) 

For setting of time, Mark Twain often uses night to show the superstition, because there are 

many something that should not be done at night. 

 Jim said you mustn’t count the things you are going to cook for dinner, because that would bring bad 

luck. The same if you shook the table-cloth after sundown. (p.42) 

 

 

4.2.3 Events 

Event in literary work often defined as something that happens. In Adventures of Huckleberry 

Finn novel, Mark Twain gives some events about superstition that accidentally in Huck Finn. 

One morning I happened to turn over the salt-cellar at breakfast, I reached for some of it as quick as 

I could to throw over my left shoulder and keep off the bad luck. (P.16) 

4.2.4 Style 

Mark Twain uses some symbol to represent superstition like animal. For example, spider as a 

symbol of bad luck, snake as a symbol of bad luck too, and bird sometime give the sign there 

is somebody going to die. 

4.3 The Reason why Mark Twain Address Superstition in Adventures of Huckleberyy Finn 

The underlying reason why Mark Twain address superstition in his novel is to help the story 

progress and just a joke to entertain the reader. For Mark Twain, superstition in Adventures of 

Huckleberry Finn is more than satire, by this novel Mark Twain tries to explain how human 

nature tends to attribute things for the wrong reason, beside that it has the function to criticize 

some people like Jim who really believe in superstition. 

 

5. Discussion 

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is a novel that written by Mark Twain. This novel tell us 

about the struggle of Huckleberry Finn and Jim to get their freedom. The novel was born as a 

reflection of American society in that time. Mark Twain sees there are many social problems 

in that time. One of them is the belief of superstition.  

Mark Twain tries to address the life of black people as slave in America. He makes a 

character that really believe in superstition, the main character of black people in his novel is 

Jim. Jim described as a black people who becomes a slave of Miss Watson. As a black 

people, Jim believes in superstition and always connected everything with superstition. He 

always afraid with everything that he believes it will bring a bad luck, so he tries to avoid to 

do something that will bring a bad luck like hold a snake-skin and killed the spider. 
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Mark Twain really cares about phenomena of American society in that time, especially the 

phenomena of believe in superstition by a black people in America. It is reflection of 

condition of American society in that time. It is appropriate with Swingewood’s view that 

literary work as a social document in the time when the literary work was written. Adventures 

of Huckleberry Finn is a novel which is represent social phenomena in 18
th
 century. 

Based on analysis of sociological approach, Swingewood and Laurenson state that the main 

object of sociology are society and social behavior. Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is a novel 

that takes social behavior as a main theme. The novel address social behavior of America in 

18
th
 century. The social behavior that take in this novel is the believe of superstition by some 

people especially black people. As we know, believe in superstition has become behavior for 

black people. Like Jim as the black people  in this novel who really believe in superstition. 

Beside become a reflection of some society, literary also can become autulities for some 

literary critic to critism some society. Through Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain 

critism a society around him that still racism and believe in superstition. Based on researcher 

view, Mark Twain defend a white people than black people in superstition issue. It can know 

from how Mark Twain makes a joke with superstition that Jim believe and how Huck Finn as 

a main character assume that Jim’s superstition is silly.  

According to Swingewood and Laurenson (1972: 17-21), there are three types of sociology of 

literature: sociology of the writer, sociology of the society, and sociology of the reader. 

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn focuses on the sociology of the society. The reason why the 

researcher think that Adventures of Huckleberry Finn novel is focus on the sociology of the 

society because Mark Twain get influence from his society when he was a child and when he 

write this novel. As we know Adventures of Huckleberry Finn novel is the story of Huck 

Finn, a 14
th
 years old boy who live in Missouri, in fact, Twain lived in Missouri when he was 

a child, and this novel is a reflection of American society especially in Missouri in that time. 

 

6. Conclusion 

Based on the analysis in the previous chapter, this study comes to the following conclusions. 

Firstly, from six types of superstition, there are only three types of superstition that researcher 

found in Adventures of Huckleberry Finn novel, that is daily life, death-ghosts-demons, and 

animals-plants.. Secondly, the superstition is directed in the novel through the characters, setting, 

events, and style. Huck is 14 years old boy who believe in some superstition like killed spider will 

bring a bad luck. Jim is a black people who really believe in superstition, he believe that snake is 

a animal that can bring a bad luck when we hold it. The last is the underlying reason why Mark 

Twain address superstition in his novel is to help the story progress and just a joke to entertain the 

reader. 
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