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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

English is an international language. It is used in all of the world. For 

that reason, people have to master English orally and in writing, so that they can 

communicate and  socialize in the world community. In learning English, there 

are four skills that should be learned, namely listening, speaking, reading and 

writing. Listening and reading belong to receptive skills in which the language 

users should be able to receive spoken and written language, while speaking and 

writing belong to productive skills in which the language users should have the 

ability to produce language both spoken and written (Harmer, 1983: 44). 

English is the first foreign language and taught at every school in 

Indonesia. Every student should master English to pass the final examination. 

But in learning English, students often face many problems about Indonesian 

and English. Because there are many differences between English (Second 

Language)  and Indonesia (First Language) especially in grammar. 

In Indonesia when learners applied their first language structure to the 

second language, they face disturbance because of the differences between their 

mother tongue with native language. English for Indonesian learners is a new 

language so that students need more time to learn and to master English. 

Therefore, student have to be able to create a good sentence. They have to know 

the basic rules to make a good sentence in English and its structure. Because the 

key to get it is grammar. Guth (1988: 262) stated that grammar is the system 

which the words are combined to convey ideas and information. In adddition, 

the study of grammar can help the writer make appropriate and mature use of the 

resources of the language. 

For Indonesian learners, learning English is still difficult, especially the 

grammatical rules. Lado (1989: 17) in Littlewood (1984: 71) states “besides 

Indonesian and English are different language, there are so many different 

elements found in them causes difficulties for Indonesian students. These 
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elements that are similar to his native language will be simple for him and those 

elements that are different will be difficult”.  

As we know that grammar is important thing to build writing skill in 

English. The student not only face difficulties in grammar, but also still get 

problems and difficulties in lexical and discourse. It is like teaching English in 

SMP AL Islam Kartasura. One of the materials of teaching English is writing. 

The teacher gives examples of the kinds of genre text, there are recount text, 

descriptive text and anecdote, and also announcement, personal letter, invitation 

and so forth. The teacher has purposes to make student understand about the 

material so that they can improve their skill ability in writing especially in 

constructing sentences. But, the student still make errors in their sentences. They 

still get difficulties to build a good sentence or to answer the question especially 

about grammar. They do it because they still use Indonesian structure to make 

English sentences. For example: 

1. Her is beautiful girl. 

2. He is have four nurses. 

3. Her hair is strit. 

4. Dinda is a classmate friendly.. 

5. Iam cry. 

In the first sentence of the example above the student uses her as 

subjective pronoun. Whereas, her belongs to possessive pronoun. In the second 

example, there is false grammar. Students use double predicates, is and have. A  

sentence only contain one predicate/ verb/ to be. In third sentence, student write 

strit as lurus, whereas it should be written straight. In the fourth sentence, 

student uses Indonesia structure to make an English sentence. In the last 

sentence, the student uses double to be in their sentence product. They think that 

the word cry is not verb, so they add to be before word cry. 

The correct sentences are: 

1. She is a beautiful girl. 

2. He has four nurses. 

3. Her hair is straight. 
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4. Dinda is a friendly classmate. 

5. I cry. 

From the phenomenon above, error analysis is a technique to anticipate 

the error appearing in learning English process. Dulay (1982: 141) states that 

“error analysis can be characterized as an attempt to account for learner’s error”. 

Error analysis can be used to the student in facing English examination to reduce 

the uncommon error. 

Based on the explanation above, the reseacher is interested in conducting 

a research related to Error Analysis entitled Learner Errors In Writing 

Descriptive Text Made By Students Of SMP AL Islam Kartasura. 

 

B. Scope of the Study 

In this research, the subject is the eighth grade students of SMP AL Islam 

Kartasura in 2015/ 2016 academic year. The object of this study is the student’s 

product of writing descriptive text which emphasizes grammar and vocabulary 

of the error. The data are analyzed using error analysis theory based on surface 

taxonomy strategy and linguistic category taxonomy by James (1998: 106). 

 

C. Problem Statement 

Based on the statement written in the background of study above, the 

writer formulates problem statement as follows; 

What errors are made by second grade students of SMP Al Islam Kartasura in 

their writing descriptive text? 

Based on the problem, the writer raises research subsidiaries questions:   

1. What type of lexical errors are made by the students? 

2. What type of syntactical errors are made by the students?  

3. What type of discourse errors are made by the students? 

4. What is the frequency of each type of errors?  

5. What is the dominant errors? 

6. What are the sources of the errors? 
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D. Objective of the Study 

Based on the problem statement, the objectives of the study in this 

research is to describe the errors made by the second grade student of SMP AL 

Islam Kartasura in their written Descriptive Text. Specifically, the study aims to 

identify: 

1. the types of lexical errors. 

2. the types of syntactical errors. 

3. the types of discourse errors. 

4. to know the frequency of each type of errors. 

5. to know the dominant errors. 

6. the sources of the errors. 

 

E. Significance of the Study 

The researcher expects that this research has some benefits to the writer 

herself and to other readers. The benefits of the study are as follows: 

1. Theoritical Significance 

a. For the writer herself 

She can get larger knowledge about errors analysis on student’s product 

of writing descriptive text at the eighth grade of SMP AL Islam 

b. For other reseachers 

This research can be reference to others researchers who will conduct the 

similar topic to develop their further study. 

This research contributes to the science of applied of linguictic especially 

on error analysis. 

2. Practical Significance 

There are some practical benefits of this study. This study will help the 

teacher and the students to solve their problems in teaching and learning 

English. This study also might be useful for giving new concept to teacher in 

English teaching learning process. 
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F. Research Paper Organization 

In this research, the reseacher divides the reseacrh paper into five 

chapters 

Chapter I is Introduction, that consists of the background of the study, 

problem statement, objective of the study, benefits of the study, and research 

paper organization. 

Chapter II is Review of Related Literature which consists of previous 

study, the notion of an erros analysis, the goal of error analysis, the differences 

of error and mistake, the classification of error, the written production, the 

notion of text, the types of text and descriptive text and the previous study. 

Chapter III is Research Method which deals with the type of research, 

subject of the study, object of the study, data and data sources, method of 

collecting data and technique for analyzing data. 

Chapter IV is Research Finding and Discussion where the reseacher 

describes the types of error, the frequency of error, the dominant frequency of 

error and discussion of finding. 

Chapter V is conclusion, pedagogical implication, and suggestion which 

concerns with the conclusion of the research finding made by the reseacher. 

 

 

 

 

 


