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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the research are to analyze the novel based on the
structural elements and to analyze the novel based on developmental psychology
approach proposed. This research paper belongs to qualitative research. The
result of the research is as follows based on the developmental psychology
analysis, it can be concluded that several relationship has a great contribution in
shaping one's personality and behavior. The relationship starts with family,
friend, and romance relationship. Family relationship is the most influential
factor on personal behavior. Those relationship does not always give good
influences but sometimes the relationship can give bad influences. The negative
and positive influences always follow our life.
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A.

Introduction

The Last Songis a novel written by an American author Nicholas
Sparks. He was born inOmaha, NebraskaHe is an American bestselling
author of love stories. He graduated from the Notre Dame with a degree in
financeThis novel is a romance. The book was first published by Grand
Central Publishing, on September 2009. This novel has 37 chapters and 463
pages. It takes setting in Wrighsville North Carolinaat 21st century.

The Last Song isanovel that tells abouteighteenth Ronnie Miller
from broken home family, her parents divorced and her father moved to
Wrighsville Beach North Carolina. She lived with her mother and her brother
Jonah in New York.After the parents divorced she became a rebellious
teenager.

There is literature review concerning with The Last Song Novel by
Nicholas Sparks, written by Mahfudho (UMS, 2013) with her research paper
entitted Growth of Veronica Miller’s Personality in Julie Anne Robinson’s
The Last Song Movie (2010): A Psychoanalytic Approach. In her research, she
concluded that the power of love change hatred, misunderstanding causes
hatred, and hatred ends in regret along with the growth of Veronica Miller's
persondity. While in this research, the researcher focuses on the influence of
parents divorce by the main character named Ronnie Miller. In this research
there are some differences before and after the parents divorce based on
perspective, speaking manner, dressing manner, and action manner in the
novel. This research is analyzed by using developmental psychology
approach.

This main issue of this researcher is the influence of parentsdivorce by
the man character named Ronnie Miller.lt is analyzed by using
developmenta psychology approach. Developmental psychology is a branch
of knowledge that focuses on human growth and development the underlying
processes of change, the hows ard whys of the origins and alternations in
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behavior. (Conger, 1979: 15).It is a branch of psychologica study concerning
with personality of human being.

B. Research Method

The type of this research is qualitative research. Thus, the researcher
does not need statistic to collect, to analyze and to interpret the data. It is
library research while the data sources are using literary data. There are two
sources that are needed to do this research. The primary data source is the
novel The Last Song, and the secondary data sources are the other books and
other sources that support the analysis. In collecting data, the researcherdoes
some steps are: reading repeatedly the book, determining the character that
will be analyzed, underlying the important parts in both primary and
secondary data, classifying and determining the relevant data, taking notes
from the material and some other resources related to the novel. The
technique of data analysis is descriptive analysis based on developmental
psychology approach. Focus will be on the influence of parents divorce on

the child personality development in Nicholas Sparks' The Last Song novel.

C. Research Findings and Discussion
After analyzing The Last Song novel, the researcher found some
research findings. The research findings will be discussed below .
1. Findings
There are fourinfluencesof parents divorce in this novel.The
influence of parents divorcein this novel can be seen from the perspective,
speaking manner, dressing manner, and acting manner.
a. Before The Parents Divorce
1) Perspective
In this novel, the perspective about the parents and people
around her wasnot mentioned explicitly. Basically the perspective of
Ronnie before the parents divorce was good. Ronnie viewes her father
and mother as the parents who know the best for their children. It can
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be seen when her father taught her piano and composed original music
together. And Ronnie can enter in Juilliard university without
examination.

“....she'd been consumed by the desire not only to play, but to
compose origina music with her father. She was good, too.
Very good, actually, and because of her father's connection to
Julliard, the administration and teachers there were well aware
of her ability.” (TLS, 2009: 12)
2) Speaking manner
Speaking manner of Ronnie also was not mentioned explicitly in
the novel. But after reading the novel, itcan be seen that speaking
manner of Ronnie was polite, smple, and she gave good respond to the
others.

“1 know he heard you, sweetheart. And | know it was beautiful.”

Ronnie gave herself over to her mother’s embrace, resting her
head on her chest as she used to do when she was a child.”

(TLS, 2009: 448)
3) Dressing manner
Dressing manner of Ronnie also was not mentiored explicitly.
Basically dressing manner of Ronnie in this story was smple, casual,
and elegant. It can be shown when she cameto Will’s sister wedding.

“The dress-there weren't all that many good choices despite the
number of store she'd visited-featured a deep V-neck and black
sequins, a far cry from anything she’d ever imagined wearing.”
(TLS, 2009: 299)
4) Action Manner
a Shehasataent for playing piano
Beforeher parents was divorced Ronnie usually plays piano
with her father. Her father taught her sinceshe waskid. They did not
only play piano but also composed the song. Because of her talent,
she can enter the Juilliard University without test.

“She’'d been consumed by the desire not only to play, but to
compose origina music with her father.” (TLS, 2009: 12)
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b Care
Ronnie is a girl who cares, but was not mentioned explicitly. It
can be shown when she also took care of her father when he was
sick.

“l1 know what he did and I'm sorry he hurt you, but this is
about my dad. He's sick and he needs my help, and I'm going
to be here for him. | don't care that he had n affair, | don't care
that he left us. But | do care about him.” (TLS, 2009: 400

b. After The Parents Divorce
1) Perspective
The beginning of parents divorced:
a Blaming her father
Ronnie thinks that her father makes mistake that he decides
to divorce and her father moved to Wrighsville Beach North
Carolina
1“(;I)’hat’s not my fault. He's the one who left.” (TLS, 20009:

“Three years ago, he and Kim decided to divorce; less than
twelve months later, the tour dates began drying up, until
they finally ended completely. Last year, he'd moved back
here, to the town where he'’d grown up, a place he never
thought he’' d see again.” (TLS, 2009: 16)
b Ignoring her father
In summer holiday, Ronnie and her brother Jonah sent her
mother to spend summer with her father. After three years her
parents divorced and moved to Wrighsville Beach North
Carolina, every time her father comes to New york to see Ronnie
and Jonah, Ronnie ignores him and prefers to hang out with her
friends.

“Yes, but you haven't taken his cals. And every time he
came to New York to see you and Jonah, you ignored him
and hung out with your friends.” (TLS, 2009: 11)
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The ending of parents divorced:
ad Good father
However after that she knew her father was diagnosed
stomach cancer, she starts to be aware that her father is a good
man and good father. Her father aways gives the best love for
her eventhough Ronnie's attitude is not good.

“She didn't want that to happen to her dad. She didn’t
want him forgotten in a matter of weeks— he was a good
man, a good father, and he deserved more than that.”
(TLS, 2009: 374)

b Wisefather
Steve Miller aways believes to her children athough they
have mistakes.

“She's not on her way to being profiled on America’'s
Most Wanted. She made a mistake. And she's always
had a good heart.”

“So you believe her?’

He sifted through his feelings about the incident, as he
had a dozen times since Kim had first told him.”

Yeah,” he said. “I believe her.” (TLS, 2009: 24)

2) Speaking manner
The beginning of parents divorced:
@ Usng rude words
When Ronnie talks to her father, she uses rude words to
show that she does not like her father.

“Hi, swestie. It's good to see you.”

When Ronnie didn’t answer, Kim scowled at her.
“Don't be rude. Your father's talking to you. Say
something.” Ronnie crossed her arms. “All right. How
about this? I'm not going to play the piano for you.”
(TLS, 2009: 20)

“l don't want to see or talk to him,” Ronnie said.”
(TLS, 2009: 11)
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b Speaking loudly and barking out
Ronnie usually speaks loudly and barks out to someone
especially her father. It can be shown when her father played
the piano and Ronnie was in badmood at the moment.

Abruptly, her dad stopped playing.

“I don't like this little game you're playing.”

He seemed confused. “what game?’

“Thisl Playing the piano every minute I'm here! |
don’t care how much you want me to play! I'm never
going to play the piano again! Especialy not for
you!” (TLS, 2009: 74)

©) Ignoring or refusing
When she is taking to other people, especialy her
father, she prefers to ignore and does not give responds.

“Hi, swestie. It's good to see you.”
When Ronnie didn't answer, Kim scowled at her.”
(TLS, 2009: 20)

The ending of parents divorced:
a Built communication with her father
After Ronnie krew that her father was diagnosed
stomach cancer, her attitude step by step started changing
better toward her father. They talk to each other again and
their relationship is going better.

“You have stomach cancer,” the doctor said. He took a
long breath. “And from the scans, it's metastasized to
your pancreas and lungs.” His voice was neutral, but not
unkind. “I’'m sure you have alot of questions, but let me
sart by saying it's not good.” (TLS, 2009: 359)

“Can you forgive me?’

“Of course | forgive you,” she said, and it was then she
began cry. She leaned toward him, resting her head on
his chest, and noticed how thin he'd become without her
even being aware of it. She could feel the sharp outline
of the bones in his chest, and she suddenly realized that
he had been wasting away for months. It broke her heart
to know she hadn’t been paying attention; she'd been so
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caught up in her own life that she hadn’t even noticed.”
(TLS, 2009: 367)
3) Dressing manner
a Gothic Style
Dressing manner which is used by Ronnie is like as
Gothic style. It can be shown by Ronni€’ s dressing manner.
“You saw the way she was dressed, right? And her hair
and that god-awful mascara?’ (TLS, 2009: 23)
b Easy going
Dressing manner which is used by Ronnie is easy
going, as the all-American girl. It can be shown by Ronnie's
dressing manner.
“Gone was the al-American girl he remembered, and
in her place was a young woman with a purple streak in
her long brown hair, black fingernail polish, and dark
clothing.” (TLS, 2009: 20)
4) Action Manner
The beginning of parents divorced:
ad Rebellious
After her parents divorced, she became a rebellious
teenager. Since she was kid, Ronnie has music talent
especialy piano. She really loves piano. Ronnie usually goes
to music festival with her father. But after her parents
divorced, she never played piano again.
“Ronnie hated the piano and swore she'd never play
again,..” (TLS, 2009: 12)

“I’'m not going to play the piano for you.” (TLS, 2009:
20)

b Shoplifting
Since her parents was divorced and her father chose to

move on Wighsville Beach North Carolina, Ronnie lived
with her mother and her young brother Jonah in New Y ork.
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After long time lived with her mother, Ronnie's attitude
changed being shoplifting.

“She admitted to stealing the bracelet last year, but this

time, she said she was buying a bunch é stuff at the
drugstore and couldn’t hold it al, so she tucked the

lipstick in her pocket.” (TLS, 2009: 24)
The ending of parents divorced:
a Therelationship with her father was fine
Day by day the relationship with her father was better.
It began when she knew her father was diagnosed stomach
cancer. Ronnie played the piano again when funeral her father
and she took last song which was written by her father before
die, however this last song did not yet finish but Ronnie
finaly could finish the song entitled “For Ronnie”.

“Can you forgive me?’

“Of course | forgive you,” she said, and it was then she
began cry. She leaned toward him, resting her head on
his chest, and noticed how thin he’d become without

her even being aware of it. She could feel the sharp
outline of the bones in his chest, and she suddenly
realized that he had been wasting away for months. It
broke her heart to know she hadn't been paying
attention; she'd been so caught up in her own life that
she hadn’t even noticed.” (TLS, 2009: 367)

“He thought about it. “I suppose I'd like to see the
window completed. And finish the song | started. | still
think there's something . . . specia there.” (TLS, 2009:
370)
b Care and mature girl
She became a care and mature girl. When her father did
medication in hospital. Ronnie always took care of her father.
She aso took care of her young brother Jonah. This condition
make Ronniemore mature and aware of her mistakes because

of the hatredof her father.
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“1 know what he did and I’m sorry he hurt you, but this
is about my dad. He's sick and he needs my help, and
I’m going to be here for him. | don’t care that he had an
affair, | don’t care that he left us. But | do care about
him.” (TLS, 2009: 400)

“She wanted to stand beside the boy she loved, her
puppy family by her side.” (TLS, 2009: 375)

D. Discussion

Ronnie Miller was eighteen years old girl who lived in broken home.
She lived with her mother and her younger brother Jonah. Her environment
gives color in her personality, particularly on her psychological development.
Steve Miller is her father, he isa pianist, musician and composer. Her father
is one d teacher in Juilliard. Since Ronnie was kid, she has atalent of playing
piano. One of the teacher in Juilliard was very aware of her talent. One day,
when she was graduated from high school, she entered to Juilliard University
without examination because of her talent. Her parents guidance made Ronnie
became a good child. But after her parents divorced Ronnie became a
rebellious girl. She hated her father, she did not talk to her father and she
never played piano again.

Before her parents divorced as childhood, Ronnie has music talent
egpecialy piano. She redly loves piano. Ronnie usually goes to music
festival with her father. In summer, she was sent by her mother to spend her
time with her father at Wrightsville Beach, North Carolina. When she was
sperding summer time, she met Will, a beach volleyball player that
influenced her life.

Warren in Theory of Literature concluded that Psychology of
literature has four meanings: the psychological study of the writer, the study
of the creative process, the study of the psychologica types and laws present
within works of literature, and the effects of literature upon its readers.
(Wellek and Warren, 1948: 75). This study is included in the study of

psychological types and laws present works of literature. Sparks creates
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Ronnie as mgjor character to illustrate psychological phenomenon as a
personality who is changed her behavior because of her parents divorced. She
changed her behavior from arebellious girl into mature girl. In the beginning,
she is a good girl who cares about her parents, her young brother Jonah, and
her environment.Thenall of her attitudes changed into a girl who did not care
to everyone in her environment. She gets negative and positive reinforcement
from her environment and she gets responds all well.

Based on the description above, the researcher concludes that the
influence of parents divorce makes her persondity change Every parents
divorce gives different influence to their children personality. In this novel,

the most influential in shaping her personality is her father Steve Miller.

E. Conclusion

After analyzing The Last Songnovelthe conclusion is kased on the
developmental psychology analysis, it can be concluded that severd
relationship has a great contribution in shaping one's personality and
behavior. The relationship starts with family, friend, and romance
relationship. Family relationship is the most influential factor on personal
behavior. Those relationshipdoes not aways give good influences but
sometimes the relationship can give bad influences. The negative and positive

influences always follow our life.
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