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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Study 

The Scent of Sake was written by Joyce Lebra in 2008 and it was 

published on February 17, 2009 by William Morrow Paperbacks. The Scent of 

Sake is one of Joyce Lebra’s works after Durga’s Sword (1995) and Sugar 

and Smoke (2005). This novel includes in a historical novel which describes 

about Japanese culture in the nineteenth century. It illustrates on girl, 

particularly on her psychological sphere. It tends to show desire on Rie 

Omura’s psychology, how Rie is able to strive for superior and she has to 

defend the strategy of successful her family’s sake business. Author Joyce 

Lebra cares about detail in culture and history.  

Joyce Lebra also known as Joyce Chapman Lebra was born on 

December 21, 1925 in Honolulu, United States of America. She is an 

American historian of Japan. She was raised in Honolulu and the Islands were 

imprinted firmly on her psyche from childhood. She lived in Japan for ten 

years over a period of fifty years, in India for over three years, in Australia 

and Southeast Asia for over a year. These are the cultures where her historical 

fiction is set. She lived with families in Japan and India and was able to gain 

insights into the way people live and communicate in those cultures. This is 

what is promoted her to write The Scent of Sake novel.  

Professor Lebra has written twelve books, including two historical 

novels, Durga’s Sword (1995) and Sugar and Smoke (2005) and the last The 
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Scent of Sake (2009). She led three research teams to Asia to research 

women’s roles in the work force. 

The Scent of Sake novel tells about family life of sake brewer that is 

famous in Kobe, Japan. Hereditarily, the recipes and ingredients of sake 

brewing is undisclosed. The quality of Omura family’s sake cannot be 

doubted, moreover it will be nominated as a number one sake in Japan. As a 

large and prominent family, they have prepared everything for the future, 

includes in family honor, especially the heir of the business. However tragedy 

befell them, when the son and heir of the business as a child died, because 

entering into the old well, there lived a woman descent, Rie-Omura. 

Rie is the first child of Kinzaemon and Hana. She is the daughter of 

the owner of a large sake brewing company called the White Tiger. She is not 

an ordinary girl, because she has intelligence and high attention toward her 

parents’ business. She is able to think about various solutions of work 

activities, she also has sense of discipline and a sense of great interest to 

know the ins and outs of the family business. After a tragic accident involving 

her young brother, Rie becomes the sole heir of the company. Instead of 

marrying out, her husband comes to live with the family and trains to take 

over the White Tiger. 

Unfortunately, in the mid-1800’s women aren’t supposed to be heads 

of companies in Japan. It means that as a woman, she is forbidden to 

intervene into man’s job. In order to save the future of the business, her 

parents of marrying her to a mukoyoshi named Jihei. The prospective husband 
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and business heir is chosen thorough consideration, all of them is for the sake 

and future of a big Omura’s family. Only one thing is less, Rie’s parents 

never give her a chance to show up the deepest heart’s meaning. Jihei, her 

husband does not have the business sense that she has, but she is one smart 

business lady. So, she does the business strategy in accordance with her 

brilliance reasonable mind. Someday, when Jihei feels that his existence is 

not appreciated and his opinion is always denied by her wife so he does the 

revenge by making the sake sour. Surely, she feels so angry and extrudes him 

out of the house. 

She never despairs even though she is only regarded as a woman who 

has not the talent in the family business. So, she maneuvers and manages the 

house and essentially becomes the great main decision maker. She maintains 

it until up and down, and then with her intelligence, she prepares a strategy to 

make his family’s sake to be number one in Japan. For example when there is 

intense competition among other competitors, she gives her idea through Kin 

san, one of the chief clerk in Omura House, by expanding the delivery of sake 

to Edo and selling sake by 20 percent. It is to cover ten percents of the market 

share which is captured by the strong competitor, Kikuji Yamaguchi. Because 

of tenacities and focuses on her business, finally she is successful in making 

sake White Tiger become number one in Japan. 

There are many responses which are positive and negative for this 

novel. Many people say that this novel is great because it reveals Japanese 

customs and characterization. Sujata Massey, author of Sbimur Trouble said 
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that this novel was so fantastic topic and setting and such strong, memorable 

characters. Other response came from Teresa telling that the author did a 

great job of drawing the reader into mid-nineteenth century Japan and it was 

strict culture.  

Besides the good responses, The Scent of Sake novel also gains 

negative response. It comes from Erin who said that the passage of time was 

dealt with in paragraph and it makes hard for the reader to grasp, instead of 

making definitive breaks. Besides that, the other negative response is also 

revealed by Jennifer telling that the main character often felt like a 21st 

century. Western woman plunked into feudal Japan, and there are numerous 

awkward places where characters explained Japanese culture and history to 

each other in way that felt utterly artificial. In the researcher’s opinion The 

Scent of Sake novel is amazing novel because it shows the detail in Japanese 

culture and states the memorable characters.  

The Scent of Sake novel is one of interesting novel with the theme of 

ancient Japanese culture and also in great demand in various circles. 

Although this is a very good work, this novel is not included in the 

nomination for best-selling novel because it is less recommended by the 

readers. The market price of the novel ranges from $12.59 until $16.99. In 

industry, this novel has not been filmed because this new novel was released 

in 2009, five years ago.  

The Scent of Sake is an interesting novel to be discussed; there are 

four aspects that make this novel interesting. The first, Rie-Omura is a 
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woman who has a great fighting spirit who is able to make her family’s sake 

become the first. Each character is described in the most details. Rie is a 

fictional character who embodies the researcher understanding of how a 

woman would think, feel, and live in that setting and time. She is a great 

woman in the nineteenth century in Japan. She has tenacity to develop and 

advance the family business. She is smart figure in which she always has a 

specific strategy to make her family’s sake business to be number one.  

The second aspect is strategy of Rie-Omura in maintain sake business. 

Although as a woman, she has a reliable business sense. She should not be 

underestimated because she is able to think about great strategies of sake of 

doing business whereas she also has a lot of competitors around her such as 

Yamaguchi who is cunning and always wants to drop Omura family’s sake 

business. So, Rie manages the house and essentially becomes the main 

decision maker. 

The third aspect is how Rie-Omura manages a plan and executes her 

strategy when she does not get more education even then she is nineteen years 

old in which she should enjoy reasonable adolescence as their peers.  

The last aspect is Rie-Omura’s strength to confront her father who 

underestimates her because she as a girl who is less trustworthy. It makes Rie 

inferiority and less confident in continuing her father’s business. 

Based on the story of the novel, the researcher is interested in doing 

the research on the problem and struggle of Rie-Omura by using individual 

psychological perspective which focuses on the strategy who conducts Rie-
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Omura in successful sake business. The researcher will conduct a research 

entitled: STRATEGY OF SUCCESSFUL SAKE BUSINESS 

REFLECTED IN JOYCE LEBRA’S THE SCENT OF SAKE NOVEL 

(2009): AN INDIVIDUAL PSYCHOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE. 

 

B. Literature Review 

There is no literature review related to the novel, the researcher has 

looked for the reviews in websites, such as http://search.proquest.com, 

www.ums.ac.id and www.uns.ac.id. So, the researcher thinks that this is the 

first research to analyze this novel. 

 

C. Problem Statement 

The major problem that is going to be discussed in this study is the 

strategy of successful sake business of Rie-Omura in The Scent of Sake novel. 

Strategy here will explain Rie’s manner to make her family’s sake become 

number one in Japan. The researcher will analyze the novel based on 

structural elements and Rie’s strategy when she struggles to think of a wide 

variety of business solutions and maintains her family’s sake as the main 

character in this novel using individual psychological perspective.  

 

D. Limitation of the Study 

To focus on the study, the researcher focuses on the analysis of Rie-

Omura’s strategy to succeed in running sake business as the main character in 

http://search.proquest.com/
http://www.ums.ac.id/
http://www.uns.ac.id/


7 

 

The Scent of Sake novel published in 2009 based on Individual Psychological 

Perspective. 

 

E. Objectives of the Study 

There are two objectives of the study in this research: 

a. To analyze The Scent of Sake novel based on the structural elements of 

the novel. 

b. To analyze the survival strategy of successful sake business on the major 

character based on Individual Psychological Perspective. 

This research paper has a disadvantage. The research paper does not 

use an original novel as the object of the study, but the researcher using The 

Scent of Sake PDF version assessed from en-bookfi.org downloading. 

Therefore, the number of pages is different from the original novel. The 

original The Scent of Sake novel consists of more than 544 pages, while PDF 

version consists of 364 pages only. 

 

F. Benefits of the Study 

The benefits of this study are as follows: 

1. Theoretical Benefit 

a. To give some information which can be used by the other researcher 

who are interested in analyzing this literary work. 

b. To give contribution to the larger body of knowledge particularly 

literary study on Joyce Lebra’s The Scent of Sake novel. 
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2. Practical Benefit 

This study is expected to enrich knowledge and experience of the 

researcher and other students of Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta 

or other Universities who is interest in literary study on the novel from 

Individual Psychological perspective.  

 

G. Research Method 

The method used in this analyze is divided into some parts, such as 

type of study, object of study, type of data and data sources, technique of data 

collection and technique of data analyze. Those parts can be understood by 

the explanation below. 

1. Type of the study 

In this analysis, this study is analyzed by library study. This 

because all of the sources (the written sources) can be got from library 

and other website. 

 

2. Object of the study 

The object of the study is Joyce Lebra’s novel, entitled is “The 

Scent of Sake”. The witer focuses her study on Rie-Omura’s survival 

strategy to successful sake business. 

3. Type of Data and Data Sources 

Type of data in this research is textual data. It consists of word, 

phrase and sentences. This study use two type data sources, primary and 
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secondary data. Primary data source is the data that is used to be 

analyzed. The novel of Joyce Lebra entitled “The Scent of Sake” is the 

primary data source of this study. 

Then, secondary data here means the data that are used for 

analyzing primary data sources. The researcher takes the secondary data 

from books, website, library and bookstores. 

4. Technique of Data Collection 

The technique of data collection is note-taking, the steps are as 

follows: 

a. Reading and learning about The Scent of Sake novel by Joyce 

Lebra and the secondary data sources from the other books. 

b. Identifying data that will be analyzed. 

c. Selecting one of some approaches that relevant for analyzing the 

data. 

d. Reading some books as reference, browsing internet which can 

be used to analyze the data. 

5. Technique of data analysis 

The technique of data analysis is descriptive qualitative technique. 

Descriptive qualitative technique is used to describe the elements of the 

novel and make understanding about the novel. 

The steps of analyzing the data: 

a. Analyzing the data based on its structural elements.  
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b. Analyzing the data based on individual psychological 

perspective.  

 

H. Research Paper Organization 

In order to make the research easier to follow; the research paper is 

organized into five chapters. Chapter I is Introduction covering background 

of the study, literary review, problem statement, limitation of the study, 

objective of the study, benefit of the study, research method and research 

paper organization. Chapter II presents Underlying Theory. It deals with 

notion of individual psychology, basic concept of individual psychology, 

notion of strategy in business, and structural elements of the novel and 

theoretical application. Then, Chapter III is Structural Analysis of The Scent 

of Sake novel, it consists of; (1) The structural elements of The Scent of Sake 

novel; it consists of structural elements of The Scent of Sake novel including 

character and Characterization, setting, plot, point of view, style, theme; (2) 

Discussion. Chapter IV presents Individual Psychological Analysis of The 

Scent of Sake novel, which deals with the analysis of the problems’ novel 

that is related with the theory. There is also discussion in this chapter. 

Chapter V includes Conclusion and Suggestion.  

 

 

 

 

 


