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Abstract 

This research paper is intended to describe the techniques apllied in 

teaching speaking of fourth semester of English Department at Widya Dharma 

University. The goal is to reveal the objective of learning, the material and the 

type of syllabus, to describe the techniques of teaching, the media of teaching 

speaking, teacher roles, student roles and to describe the strenght and weakness 

of the techniques apllied in Widya Dharma University. The research used 

descriptive qualitative method. It ispresented in verbal way using the observation, 

interview and field note. The reseach finding summed up that in Teaching 

Speaking in WidyaDarma University used drilling,maximizing and discussion 

technique. It is  mostly used  discussion .It is choosen because the goal of teaching 

speaking in Speaking fourth is to get oral proficiency. Each meeting had some 

steps, there are opening, brief explanation,discussion,presentation and closing. 

The roles of teacher are as motivator, facilitator, counselor, model, organizer, 

observer, and the students’ role are as subject, negotiator, monitor and evaluator 

of his own progress, tutor of the learners and participator. The strenghts of 

discussion are the students can speak up freely and they can encourage each 

other. But it also has weaknesses, they are the students who is active will be more 

active, the students who is inactive will be more inactive , and the betterment of 

grammar run slowly. 
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A. Introduction 

Speaking is one of four skills in language learning that is very important. 

The measurement of mastering language is the fluency in producing speech. 

Meanwhile, it is not easier way to make students master in this skill. In Indonesia, 

English language is taught from elementary school to the university level. It is one 

way to make them used to speak English. In this case both teacher and students 

have big contribution to find the best way in mastering speaking skill. 

In teaching learning process not only the students who has techniques but 

also teacher has teaching techniques in delivering material. Students try to do 

more practice in their English at home. They prepare the material well by 

searching in another source. This is not different from the teacher itself. The 

teacher tries to figure out what is the appropriate method or techniques that will be 

implemented in his/ her class. Many methods in teaching foreign language are 

cooperative language learning, communicative language learning, contextual 

language learning and etc. According to Anthony (1963:63-67) in Richards and 

Rodgers (1986:19), a technique is 

.....implementation –that which actually takes place in a classroom. It 

is a particular trick, stratagem, or contrivance used to accomplish an 

immediate objective. Techniques must be consistent with a method, and 

therefore in harmony with an approach as well. 

 

Some teachers or lecturers try to apply certain technique in order to carry out their 

students’ get clear understanding. 

In English department the lecturers and learners have important parts in 

teaching- learning Process. The learners are expected to make an appropriate 

response related to the interpersonal communication based on social rules for 

language use, to use on appropriate expression related to the everyday life 

situation, to converse smoothly by using conversation techniques and to converse 

smoothly by using expression in business. And the lecturers as facilitators apply 
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some techniques in delivering material in order to fulfill the learning purpose. 

Widya Dharma is a university in Klaten which has various students and the writer 

interested in studying the kind of techniques in speaking class. The subject limited 

to the speaking fourth students of Widya Dharma University,  

The objectives of this research are describe the objective of learning, the 

material and the type of syllabus used in Widya Dharma University, describe 

technique of teaching speaking, media of teaching speaking, teacher roles and 

student roles that applied in Widya Dharma University and to describe the 

strengths and weaknesses of the method applied in Widya Dharma University. 

Speaking is speech ability in producing language. It is one of skills that are 

essential in human communication. It involves fluency and also accuracy. Chaney 

(1998:13) define: 

Speaking is process of building and sharing meaning through 

the use of verbal and non-verbal symbols, in a variety of contexts. 

Speaking is a crucial part of second language and teaching.  

 

In speaking, there are some components that support producing voice. The 

components are pronunciation, vocabulary, grammar, gesture and mimics, 

fluency,  and accuracy. The components of speaking support the fluent and clear 

speaking. So, it can be consideration in producing voice. 

 Besides, speaking has some components, speaking has some principals that 

can be reference in producing voice. According to Nunan (2003:54-56), principles 

in teaching speaking are; be aware of the differences between see one language 

and foreign language learning contract, give students practice with both fluency 

and accuracy, provide opportunities for students to talk by using group work or 

pairs work, and limiting teacher talk, plan speaking tasks that involved negotiation 

for meaning and the last is designing classroom activities that involve guidance 

and practice in both transactional and intersactional speaking. 

Teaching speaking has many techniques, there are as follows:  

1. Role-playing  
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Role playing is grouping of some students to play a certain role. Fauziati 

(2010: 19) states that role play is creating a dramatic situation in a classroom, or 

in a part, simply acting out dialogues, but also in part re- labeling objects and 

people in the room to prepare for imaginative role playing.  

2. Discussion 

Discussion is a small group of students who thinking together to find 

solution, to share opinion about some cases in the classroom activity. The students 

are given a certain topic to be discussed and the end of the session they present the 

result in front of the class. Celce-Murcia (2002:106) states that there are some 

steps that we must pass in making a disccusion firstly planned grouping or pairing 

the students, secondly reminded the role of the students that they must keep time, 

take notes or report result. The last , the students need to to be clear about what 

they are to discuss, why they are discussing it , and what outcome is expected. 

3. Information Gap 

Information gap is giving some tasks to the students in target language in 

order to get much output of the target language. It is not important they use 

correct language or not. It looks like drilling task. The goal is to make the 

students accustomed to the target language. It makes students confident in 

sharing their opinion. 

B. Research Method  

The writer uses descriptive qualitative research because the writer want to 

describe techniques used in teaching-learning process in the speaking IV class of 

English Department Widya Dharma University. The respondents are 24 students. 

The object of the study is techniques applied in teaching speaking IV in Widya 

Dharma University. This study describes the technique in teaching speaking, the 

material, and the implementation of technique. 

The writer uses some methods in collecting data. There is observation; the 

observation will be conducted on February – April 2012. The writer observes the 

speaking IV class about six times and interview. The writer did some interviews 

to the students and also the lecturer. It is aimed at get the preparation of the 
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teaching learning process in the speaking IV class. Finally is Analyzing 

Document; the document is a written material used in speaking class in Widya 

Dharma University. It includes the syllabus and also the lesson plan that used by 

the lecturer. The materials in speaking subject are handbook, a student’s 

worksheet, printed material. 

C. Research Finding and Discussion 

Based on the six observations in Widya Dharma University. The research 

findings are as follows: 

1. The Objective of Teaching Speaking in Widya Dharma University.  

The fourth semester students of English department of Widya Dharma 

University are expected to have great competence in spoken language. The subject 

of this major is speaking IV that was the last grade of speaking in English 

Department. The English students facilitated to be aware with environment and 

capable of facing the challenging language in the real word. The goal of this grade 

is to make students speak up directly and freely in all of situations. 

The lecturer helps them to make a group of speaking and divides the class in 

to 2 groups and each group has different schedule of speaking IV. The group A 

has class on Tuesday and the group B has class on Thursday. 

2. The Material for Teaching Speaking in Widya Dharma University 

Material is the facilities of teaching-learning process that such kind of media 

to achieve purposes. Material should refer to the framework that is syllabus. In 

teaching speaking, the goal is to make students aware and practice English 

directly every time and every where. The material should facilitate students to 

understand the goal of teaching speaking and to express ideas, feeling, and 

opinion using English. 

The material of teaching speaking of English department consists of 6 topics. 

They are learning contract, unofficial married, using IT in education, personal 
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planning, and students cheating on increase, and misunderstanding between 

generations. 

3. Techniques in Teaching Speaking, Media of Teaching Speaking, 

Teacher Roles, and Student Roles Applied in Widya Dharma 

University.  

a. Technique in Teaching Speaking 

English Department in Widya Dharma University adopted communicative 

approach. And it chooses a certain technique in designing the lesson plan in one 

semester. The technique chosen is discussion. The writer explains the 

implementation of discussion used in speaking IV class of English department in 

Widya Dharma University. 

The technique used is discussion. Discussion is used in all of the meeting. 

Discussion is a technique in which students are given such kind of topic and they 

are divided in a group to discuss together. And the group presents the discussion 

in front of the class. Before conducting the class, the instructor divided the whole 

students into two groups—group A and group B. 

The procedures in classroom using discussion are opening, brief 

explanation, discussion, presentation, reflection and the last is closing. In the 

opening the lecturer opens the class by greeting the students, after that the 

lecturer launches the theme and explains briefly to the student what they should 

do.And next to the main agenda that is discussion. The students freely meet and 

make their partner to do discussion. The lecturer gives certain time to discuss 

with their friends and to express their opinion about the theme given. This phase 

is called discussion. The students are allowed using dictionary to make sentences. 

 The next step is presentation. Firstly the lecturer offers who presents first. 

And after that the lecturer points a student to come to the chair in front of the 

class to present his/her arguments and some students ask question or give 

feedback.  After all of the students presented their arguments, the lecturer makes 

reflection about the misunderstanding and also summarizes all of the opinion 
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about the theme given. The last step is closing. The lecturer closes the meeting 

directly. 

b. Media of Teaching Speaking 

Based on the observation the media that are often used are laptop; it is used to 

make a clear explanation in launching the theme. The presentation contains 

picture and guided question that makes the students easy to catch the theme. Other 

medium is white board. This medium is used to note the new vocabulary that 

asked by students. The arrangement of class is one of medium to facilitate the 

students to have comfort discussion. Some articles also use in the class. Those 

articles usually use when the lecture gave a material or problem related to the 

case.  

c. Teacher’s Roles and Student’s Roles 

The teacher’s roles are as motivator, facilitator, counselor, model, 

organizer, observer,  and the student’s roles are as subject, negotiator, monitor and 

evaluator of his own learning progress, tutor of other learners, and participator. 

4. The Implementation of Teaching Speaking Using Discussion  

The observation did  six times, the writer observe all of the activity in the class 

room. The first observation, the lecturer gives the learning contract to give the 

real description of the speaking IV subject. There are some steps in the first 

meeting that are teacher gather talk, brief reflection, learning contract, reflection, 

reinforcement, and the last closing.  In this meeting the lecturer devides the class 

into two groups and makes scedule.  

The second Observation, In this meeting group B presents first and attended 

by 13 students. The theme is unofficial married. Although the students seemed so 

confused, they were so enthusiastic. After the time for discussion finished, all of 

the students must expose their argument. The lecturer asks the students to come 

forward individually or in pairs to present their arguments. This meeting runs well 

but the students still feel shy when they want to give their opinion or comment. 
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The third observation, The material in this third meeting is discussion of 

―using information technology (IT) in education and learning. The goal of this 

meeting is the students can explore their opinion about the using of IT nowadays. 

It is beneficial or harmful. And the method is the same as before, it is used 

discussion and made the students freely discuss the topic with their table mates. 

Most of student are active and brave to express their idea. They used dictionary to 

help them in making sentence. 

The fourth observation, The technique in this meeting still used discussion 

but the lecturer just gave 5 minutes to discuss, do not take a note and then 

presents. In this discussion, the lecturer gave the guided questions. The lecturer 

always closes the meeting by evaluate the discussion. The evaluation includes 

drawing conclusion and making summary of the students opinion. And never ever 

forget to remind them that try to practice speaking every where. 

The fifth observation, The lecturer gives brief explanation and gives 

powerpoint that contains pictures. The pictures are the student’s style of cheating. 

The lecturer gives 15 minutes for  the students to do discussion. They looks so 

busy and interested in this topic. 

The last observation, The lecturer gave explanation as usual what they are 

going to talk about. The lecturer used power point to support the explanation. The 

lecturer reminded the students to speak English in the classroom. The lecturer 

gave a copy of material and asked: ―how could we do to give the solution of the 

theme‖. ― I will give you 10 minutes and after that you must explain in front of the 

class‖. The students seemed busy and enthusiastic in listing their opinion. The 

students gave 15 minutes to dicuss and explore their knowledge about the theme 

that is misunderstanding between generations. 
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5. The Strengths and Weaknesses of Using Discussion Technique in 

Teaching Speaking to the fourth semester at English Department. 

In this observation, there is a description of the techniques applied in teaching 

speaking to the fourth semester. The writer observes the technique using in this 

class that is discussion.  

  The strenghts are first,discussion technique can promote students opinion 

freely. It means they have big opportunity to expose their opinion without 

jugdement. There is no wrong or true opinion, the main point is they speak up. 

Based on the observation, students who do presentation will say their argument 

and trigger the other students to give addition opinion, feedback, question and 

comment. Second,  students can be encouraged by their group towards discussion. 

Based on the interview with the lecturer, there are three types of students, they are 

fast learner, medium learner and inactive learner. Students have different 

competence in absorbing material. The fast learner students help the students who 

have not understand enough. This situation is encouraging each other 

   The weaknesses are first, the students who active will be more active and 

the student who less active become passive. the students who active will always 

take the chance and the students who less active will stuck with unconfident. The 

students feel unconfident when they start their speaking in front of the class. 

Second, the betterment of error grammar in speaking is slower because they speak 

freely. It happen because the main point is the students can speak freely. The  

lecturer has corrected the wrong subject-verb agreement, diction, and  

pronunciation, but i t cannot run maximize. 

D. Conclusion  

Based on the reserach finding, the writer can draw conclusion; the goal 

of teaching speaking is to increase student’s oral proficiency , oral competence , 

grammatical rules, pronunciatation and some aspects related to the oral skills. 

The material used is freely from the internet that is appropriate with the theme. 

The material is taken from internet and given to the students. The material is 
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related to the recently topic, current issues, article, phenomenon and their 

environment.  

The syllabus based on the university convention that has been legalized 

by faculty. The syllabus is one of guidance to develop the material. The syllabus 

is designed to make the students active in speaking English. The techniques use 

in speaking IV is discussion. The lecture manages the class into two groups 

there are group A and B. It is used in order to make the students active and be 

able to speak. Discussion is very suitable to increase students ability in 

speaking. They can speak freely and communicate with their friends to solve the 

difficulties.  

In teaching-learning process, the procedure of classroom is divided in to 

5 steps, there are opening, brief reflection, explanation, discussion 

(presentation), evaluation (closing).The media of teaching speaking IV in 

Widya Dharma University are movie, laptop, article.The teacher’s role are as 

motivator, facilitator, counselor, model, organizer, observer,  and the student’s 

role are as subject, negotiator, monitor and evaluator of his own learning 

progress, tutor of other learners, and participator. The strenght of discussion are 

the students can speak up freely and they can encourage each other. But it also 

has weaknesses, they are the students who active be more active, the students 

who inactive be more inactive , and the betterment of grammar rule run slowly. 
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