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CHILD BRIDE REFLECTED IN KHALED HOSSEINI’S
A THOUSAND SPLENDID SUNS NOVEL (2007):
A FEMINIST APPROACH

FERDILLA HANA PRAMESTI
DEWI CANDRANINGRUM

ABDILLAH NUGROHO
ABSTRACT

FERDILLA HANA PRAMESTI. A 320 090 165. CHILD BRIDE IN
KHALED HOSSEINI’S A THOUSAND SPLENDID SUNS NOVEL (2007): A
FEMINIST APPROACH. RESEARCH PAPER. MUHAMMADIYAH
UNIVERSITY OF SURAKARTA. 2013.

The major problem of this study is how child bride is reflected in A
Thousand Splendid Suns novel by Khaled Hosseini’s. The objective of this study
is to analyze the novel based on its structural elements and to analyze the novel
based on the feminist analysis.

In analyzing A Thousand Splendid Suns the writer uses descriptive
qualitative method and feminist approach. The data sources consist of primary
data and secondary data sources. The primary data source is A Thousand Splendid
Suns novel and the secondary data sources are the other sources related to the
analysis such as books of literary theory, the author’s biography, the information
of Kabul city and the other relevant information to analyze this research. The
method of the data collection is library research. The technique of data analysis is
descriptive analysis.

The outcome of the study is shown in the following conclusions. First,
from the structural analysis of the novel, it shows that Khaled Hosseini wants to
illustrate his idea about women that live based on the social background in
Afghanistan. Second, from the analysis of the structural elements of the novel,
Hosseini makes the elaborations of the structural element into good in unity. They
are namely character and characterization, setting, plot, style, point of view that
related to build the theme of the story that to show up the power of woman in a
bad condition. Therefore, the story of child bride in Khaled Hosseini’s A
Thousand Splendid Suns novel can be analyzed by using Feminist Approach.
Child bride is the result of patriarchal culture.

Keyword: Child Bride, Feminist



A

Introduction
1. Background of the Study

Mario Klarer (1998:1) stated that Literature is referred to as the
entirety of written expression, with the restriction that not every written
document can be categorized as literature in the more exact sense of the
word.

The study or research of A Thousand Splendid Suns is important
due to the four reasons: First, this study is crucial to be conducted due to
the pedagogical elements of empowerment in A Thousand Splendid Suns
(2007) novel. Empowering students are vital factors that will build a better
academic atmosphere in respecting life and survive in the facing the bad
situation.

Second, investigating the meaning of Woman’s that Child Bride. In
this study is the key point is the effort of empowering a child woman to
survive her life, when war situation and have coarse husband. Third, the
present writer will be a teacher later and this project is necessary to be
carried out to widen, enlarge, and insert more knowledge to her/his
professional competence as teacher, so in examining a case about a child
who tried to survive from his husband that always crude and trying to
survive in the war situation. This story is very interesting to study.

Finally, the last reason of the research is to supply theoretical
framework in the research of literature in the English Department in order
to gain experience, understand, and apply the theory of A Feminist
Approach to Analysis about the Child Bride of woman on the bad
situation.

In this thesis, the writer is encouraged to entitle the research as the
following: “Child Bride reflected in Khaled Hosseini’s A Thousand
Splendid Suns Novel (2007): Feminist Approach.”

Previous Study
The researcher uses some references that deal with the topic that

analyzed with different object. The first research is review form by Baker



entitled A Brutal but Moving Story of Life in Afghanistan (2007). He stated
that A Thousand Splendid Suns is an unforgettable portrait of a wounded
country and a deeply moving story of family and friendship.

The second research is also review form that was done by Kakutani
(2007) entitled A Woman’s Lot in Kabul, Lower Than a House Cat’s. The
third research is review form that was done by Agustina (2011) entitle
Against Patriarchy in Khaled Hosseini's A Thousand Splendid Suns. The
focus of this study is how against patriarchy is reflected in A Thousand
Splendid Suns novel by Khaled Hosseini.

The four researches is review form that was done by Priyanto
(2012) entitle Against The Stereotype Of Being The Second-Class Of The
Society In Alexandra Ripley’s Scarlett Novel (1991): A Feminist
Approach. The five researches is review form that was done by
Darmawanti (2012) entitle African-Afghanistan Women'’s Suffering In
Alice Walker’s The Color Purple (1982) Novel: A Feminist Approach.

Considering the five previous studies above, the researcher wants
to conduct the close and almost similar research. The similar with the first,
second, and third research is about the object of the study, and similar with
the four and five research is about the child bride issue. The difference
with the first, second, and third studies is about the type of the study, issue
of the study, and objectives of the study, and difference with the four and
five research is about the (data) of the study. That is why this research is
crucial to be conducted. So, the writer deals with the research entitled
Child Bride Reflected on Khaled Hosseini “s A Thousand Splendid Suns
(2007) novel: A Feminist Approach.

Problem Statement of the Study

“How Child Bride is reflected in Khaled Hosseinin A Thousand

Splendid Suns Novel (2007)?”



4. Limitation of the Study
Focus on describing and analyzing reflection of Child Bride in
Khaled Hosseini’s A Thousand Splendid Suns novel using a feminist
approach.
5. Objective of the Study
To analyze Khaled Hosseini’s A Thousand Splendid Suns (2007)
novel based on Structural Elements of the novel and to discribe Child
Bride in A Thousand Splendid Suns (2007) novel based on Feminist
Approach.
6. Benefit of the Study
a. Theoretical Benefit
The study is expected to contribute to the development of
the body knowledge, especially the literary study in Khaled
Hosseini’s A Thousand Splendid Suns (2007).
b. Practical Benefit
The study is expeted to enrich the knowledge and
experience of the writer and other student at UMS or other
Univerties interested in literary studies on the novel based on
Feminist Approach.
7. Underlying Theory
a. Notion of Feminist
According to Rich (in Mandell, 1995:4) that feminist is not a
frivolous label bur is an ethnic, a methodology, a more complex way
of thinking about and acting upon the conditions of our lives.
b. Aspect of Feminist
1) Woman Position
It is supported by Mandell in Feminist Issues which stated
that ‘woman was oppressed by a special form of life called
patriarchy through which man appropriates all superior social roles
and keeps women is subordinated and exploited position’

(Mandell, 1995: 14).



2)

3)

4)

Woman Role

According to Benston (in Mandell, 1995:10) women who
work in the home tend to be responsible for the production of
goods, and services that have not exchange value.
Woman Right

According to Mandell (1995:4) Women have to fight until
they last breath to get their independence, we can figure it out from
the definition of feminist itself “... as a way to identify individuals
who supported not merely and increased public role for woman but
also woman'’s right to define themselves as autonomous beings.”
Woman Participation

In liberal feminism, women have the similar access to the
men’s participation in social, politic, economic and the role in
society (Mandell, 1995:215).

Child Bride

1)

2)

Notion of Child Bride

According of Journal Ending Child Marriage and Meeting the
need of Married Children: the USAID Vision for Action (2012: 1)
state that child marriage is a human rights violation and a practice
that undermines efforts to promote sustainable development.
Underlying Causes of Child Bride

According to The Causes, Consequences and Solutions to
Forced Child Marriage in Developing World (2010:3) stated that
Child marriage continues to be a reality for many of the world’s
girls because of a variety of factors. These include poverty, lack of
education and job opportunities, insecurity in the face of war and

conflict, and the force of custom and tradition.



d. Structural Element of the Novel

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

Character an Characterization
Character is the participant and agent of the story, while
characterization is the depicting of clear images of a person
(Barnet, 1963: 13).
Plot
Klarer stated that (1999:15) Plot is logical interaction of

the various thematic elements of a text which lead to a change
of the original situation as presented at the outset of the
narrative
Setting

According to the Philips (2005:11) setting is a place where
novelette action occurs. Setting builds what kind of the story
and the character that will be occurred during a play.
Point of View

Kennedy (1983:18) states that point of view is the way in
which the narrator tells the story.
Style

According to Kennedy (1983:75) one of the clearest
indications of the tone of story is the style in which it is written.
Theme

That is, a theme needs to be a moral or message; it may be
what the happenings add up to, what the story about by
Kennedy (1983:103).

e. Theoretical Application

a.

Identifying the women’s position, women’s role, women’s right
and women participation in Khaled Hosseini’s A Thousand
Splendid Suns novel.

Finding Child Bride culture in the story of A Thousand
Splendid Suns novel which is reflected in women’s position,

women’s role, women’s right and women participation.



c. ldentifying Child Bride in the Khaled Hosseini’s A Thousand
Splendid Suns novel.
B. Research Method
The research method of this study will be explained into five parts, they
are:
1. Type of the study
In this study, the researcher applies descriptive qualitative
research. It only focuses on the analysis of technical data. Based on
Moleong (1991: 3) descriptive qualitative is a type of a research,
which results the descriptive data in the forms of written or oral
from observed people or behaviors.
2. Object of the study
The object of the research is A Thousand Splendid Suns novel
by Khaled Hosseini’s release in United States May 2007. Including
the research, the writer is going to analyze it by using feminist
approach.
3. Type of the data and data source
a. Primary Data Source
The primary data sources are taken from A Thousand
Splendid Suns novel that is written by Khaled Hosseini and
published on May 22, 2007 by Rivekhead Books, a member
of Penguin Group (USA) Inc, New York. It consists of 219
pages with ISBN: 1-4295-1460-4. The original language that
is used is English.
b. Secondary Data Source
The writer takes the secondary data sources, including
reference and materials related to the primary data that
support the analysis. They are from book, internet and

virtual reference as documentation.



4. Technique of the Data Collection
Reading the Khaled Hosseini’s A Thousand Splendid Suns
novel in many times to get more understanding, Browsing to the
internet to get several information and articles related to the object
of the study, Identifying the problem and finding the data.
Therefore, research problem statement and objective of the study
can be drawn clearly, taking the important notes of important data,
both primary and secondary data, arranging the data into several
parts according to its classification, occupying the classification into
several chapters, and drawing conclusion and suggestion based on
the analysis of the data that is found in the former chapter.
5. Technique of the Data Analysis
Technique of the data analysis in this research paper is
descriptive analysis. In which the researcher identities of the Child
Bride on A Thousand Splendid Suns (2007) Novel using Feminist
approach.
C. Research Finding and Discussion
In this research finding, the research analyzed some points in order to
analyze A Thousand Splendid Suns (2007) Novel using Structural Analysis
and Feminist Approach.
1. Analysis of the Structural Element of A Thousand Splendid Suns
Novel.
a. Character and Characterization
There are two kinds of characters in the novel, namely major and
minor characters. The major character of the novel is Mariam. Mariam
is a Tajik ethnic who was born in Gul Daman, Herat, Afghanistan on
1959.
In physically, Mariam has unshapely eyebrows, the plat hair,
mirthless green. Her skin was coarse and had a dull, spotty appearance.
Mariam also has a long face, a triangular face and a bit houndlike.



A mirror was passed beneath the veil. In it, Mariam saw her own face
first, the archless, unshapely eyebrows, the flat hair, the eyes, mirthless
green and set so closely together that one might mistake her for being
cross-eyed. Her skin was coarse and had a dull, spotty appearance. She
thought her brow too wide, the chin too narrow, the lips too thin. The
overall impression was of a long face, a triangular face, a bit houndlike.
And yet Mariam saw that, oddly enough, the whole of these unmemorable
parts made for a face that was not pretty but, somehow, not unpleasant to
look either (ATSS, 2007: 30-31)

In morally, Mariam is an obedient girl. She was never against her

mother. Miriam mother did not like Jalil, but Mariam loved it.

Mariam would listen dutifully to this. She never dared say to Nana how
much she disliked her talking this way about Jalil. The truth was that
around Jalil, Mariam did not fell at all like a Harami. For an hour or two
every Thrusday, when Jalil came to see her, all smiles and gifs and
endearments, Mariam felt deserving of all the beauty and bounty that life
had to give. And, for this, Mariam loved Jalil. (ATSS, 2007:4)

In mentally, her knowledge is bad. She is not school and not get
enough education. Her low knowledge is shown when she asks Rasheed

about the meaning of communist.

"What's a communist?” she asked. Rasheed snorted, and raised both
eyebrows. "You don't know what a communist is? Such a simple thing.
Everyone knows. It's common knowledge. You don't...Bah. I don't know
why I'm surprised.” Then he crossed his ankles on the table and mumbled
that it was someone who believed in Karl Marxist. "Who's Karl Marxist?"
Rasheed sighed. On the radio, a woman's voice was saying that Taraki, the
leader of the Khalg branch of the PDPA, the Afghan communist party, was
in the streets giving rousing speeches to demonstrators. "What | meant was,
what do they want?" Mariam asked. "These communists, what is it that they
believe?" Rasheed chortled and shook his head, but Mariam thought she
saw uncertainty in the way he crossed his arms, the way his eyes shifted.
"You know nothing, do you? You're like a child. Your brain is empty.
There is no information in it." (ATSS, 2007: 55)

The first day they got married, Rashed is gentle to Mariam.
Suddenly, Mariam is miscarriage, then Rashed often tortures Mariam.
Mariam life changes since the arrival of Laila, Rasheed’s second wife.
Mentally, Mariam is a back down person. Mariam sacrificed herself to
save Laila and her children. Mariam killed Rashed and he was hanged.

The minor character of the novel is Nana. Nana is Jalil wife and

also Mariam’s mothers. Nana is a maid of Jalil. She was pregnant with



Jalil. Jalil wife did not like her. Her father left her alone after knowing

that she was pregnant.

Nana had been one of the housekeepers. Until her belly began to swell.
When what happened, Nana said, the collective gasp of Jalil’s family
sucked the air out of Heart. His in-laws swore blood would flow. The
wives demanded that he throw her out. Nana’s own father, who was lowly
stone carver in the nearby village of Gul Daman, disowned her.
Disgraced, he packed his things and boarded a bus to Bran, never to be
seen or heard from again (ATSS, 2007: 4)

Physically, Nana has body is tall, bony, red hair and cross-eyed.

The sound of the wheelbarrow drew Mariam and Nana outside. Mariam
would always remember Nana the way she looked on Ration Day: a tall,
bony, barefoot woman leaning in the doorway, her lazy eye narrowed to a
slit, arms crossed in a defiant and mocking way. Her short-cropped, sunlit
hair would be uncovered and uncombed. She would wear an ill-fitting
gray shirt buttoned to the throat. The pockets were filled with walnut-
sized rocks (ATSS, 2007: 8)

Long time ago nana almost married a parakeet breeder. A week

later Nana spasm pain like a girl possessed. Her dream marriage failed.

Nana

killed herself because Mariam went to Herat. She died hanging

himself.
b. Setting

1)

2)

c. Plot
1)

Setting of Place

The story takes place in Afghanistan includes Gul Daman in
Herat and Kabul. Then, there is also happened in Muree,
Pakistan.

Setting of Time

The setting of time happens during Afghanistan is taken over by
Uni Soviet, Mujaheeden, Taliban and U.S. It is since 1964 until
2003.

Exposition
The exposition on the novel introduces when the writer
presents the introducing the main character, Mariam and Laila

with the actual conflict that follow it.



2)

3)

4)

Complication

The complication of the novel divided into two parts, there
are: internal and external conflict. The internal conflicts are
happening to: Nana was pregnant Jalil baby. But Jalil is not
responsible. Her father is not responding also. Jalil was isolated
Nana in Kolba. When Nana dead Mariam moves to Jalil house.
One week later Khadija wants to Mariam married with Rashed.
Laila is love her best friend, his name is Tariq. They made
relationship before married. Tariq leave her went to Pakistan.
Laila parents are dead when bomb is blown back in her house.
Rashed ask her to Married with him. Laila accept the request of
Rashed, because she is pregnant Tarig baby.

The external conflict happens when Mariam marries with
Rasheed. Rashed is well to Mariam. But after Mariam has
premature and cannot has a baby, Rashed begun cruel and
always torture her.

Climax

Climax is when story comes to the point of the highest
emotion intensity. The story is more complicated when Tariq
appears to Laila and tells about his life. Zalmai know when
Tarig come to house. Zalmai ask to his father, Rashed. Rashed
was very angry and hit Laila body. Mariam help Laila and kill
him with a shovel.

Resolution

Mariam resolved killing Rashed to safe Laila and her
children. Mariam’s decision makes herself goes to police.
Mariam ask to Laila, in order to leave Kabul and stay with Tariq
and her children. Tariq and Laila marry on the day they arrive in
Muree, Pakistan. Laila wishes she can stay in Kabul, then she
talk to Tarig. Tariq was agreeing with Laila. After the end of

war, they are going to Kabul city.



Theme

The theme of A Thousand Splendid Suns is “to show up the
power of women, Mariam and Laila will be more than the power of
men when they show up their power in the bad condition.
Style
1) Grammatical Structure

a) Standard English
The use of Standard English language on narration is

quoted as follow:
They celebrated her birthday last week, took her to Cinema Park
(ATSS, 2007: 214).

b) Non Standard English
The use of non-Standard English language on
dialogue is quoted as follow:
"You think I didn't figure it out? About your harami. You take me

for a fool, you whore?" (ATSS, 2007: 176)

2) Sentence Construction
a) Long Sentence

The use of long sentence in narration is quoted as follow:

But Mariam’s favorite, other than Jalil of course, was Mullah
Faizullah, the elderly village Koran tutor, it akhund He came by
once or twice a week from Gul Daman to teach Mariam the five
daily namaz prayers and tutor her in Koran recitation, just as he
had taught Nana when she’d been a little girl it was Mullah
Faizullah who had taught Mariam to read, who had patiently
looked over her shoulder as her lips worked the words soundlessly,
her index finger lingering beneath each word, pressing until the
nail bed went white, as though she could squeeze the meaning out
of the symbols (ATSS, 2007: 9)

b) Short Sentence
Hosseini also uses short sentence in narration quoted as

follow:
“I’m sorry.” (ATSS, 2007: 7)



2. Feminist Analysis

a. Basic Principle of Feminist

1)

2)

3)

4)

Woman’s Position

The woman position in A Thousand Splendid Suns novel
begin when Mariam and Laila leaving Rashed house. Mariam
and Laila are under arrest the police in the bus. The police do
not listen their argument the police say that they do not barge in

the problem of a family.

"As a matter of policy, we do not interfere with private family
matters, hamshira"

"Of course you don't. When it benefits the man. And isn't this a
‘private family matter,’ as you say? Isn't it?" (ATSS, 2007: 139)

Woman'’s Role

Actually, as wives and mothers, women can be included in
double roles, in domestic and public role. In generally woman
only can work in her house or the time full in house, they
workhouse and care her child. Women’s role that is

implemented in the novel is women’s role is only as wife.

Women are forbidden from working (ATSS, 2007: 144)

Woman’s Right

The right of women wants to be free when Uni Soviet takes
over in Afghanistan. Hakim says to Laila, she has to take an
advantage when communist leads to get the education greater.

“Women have always had it hard in this country, Laila, but
they’re probably more free now, under the communists, and
have more rights than they’ve ever had before . . .,” Babi said.
“It’s a good time to be a woman in Afghanistan. And you can
take advantage of that, Laila. Of course, women’s freedom. . . is
also one of the reasons people out there took up arms in the first
place (ATSS, 2007: 76)

Woman’s Participant
In feminist, woman participation is not permit. In

economic area, there is less participation for women to



participate in A Thousand Splendid Suns. Women are not

permitted to do a business.

Cosmetics are forbidden. (ATSS, 2007:144)
Jewelry is forbidden (ATSS, 2007: 144)

b. Feminist Issue

Beside The Causes, Consequences and Solutions to Forced
Child Marriage in Developing World (2010), in A thousand Splendid
Suns novel by Hosseini, which included in the novel is poverty,
Limited education and economic options, Insecurity in the face of
conflict, and Tradition and Religion.

First, Mariam live in majority people is poor. After the mother
dead, Mariam force married with Rashed. Mariam has not enough
education. Marriam never get enough education. Mariam is not
protected his father unless he was betrothed to Rashed so as not to
embarrass her family. According to Afghan tradition, women who are
not turned quite allowed to marry.

D. Conclusion

The writer presents three conclusions that relate to the result of the
analysis. It draws as follows:

First, A Thousand Splendid Suns that is made by Hosseini is based on
the social background and phenomena in Afghanistan society in the late
nineteenth and early twenty centuries. The social, economy, cultural aspects
give the contribution to the character and characterization. The political and
religion condition in Afghanistan society give the contributions to the plot of
the story.

Second, from the analysis of the structural element of A Thousand
Splendid Suns novel, Hosseini makes the elaborations of the structural
elements are good in unity. They are namely character and characterization,
setting, plot, style, point of view that related to build the theme of the story

that “to show up the power of woman in the bad condition”



Third, Khaled Hosseini wants to illustrate his idea about how women
are subordinated and exploited in patriarchal culture and how to speak child
bride or child marriage. Second, based on Feminist Approach, the conclusion
is that there is child bride in the Khaled Hosseini’s A Thousand Splendid
Suns novel. Hosseini creates that the show up the power of women on the bad

condition.
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