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A PRAGMATIC ANALYSIS OF PERSONAL DEIXIS IN IRON LADY

MOVIE MANUSCRIPT

Novie Ima Fatkhunurohmah
A320 090 018
Department of English Education
novie ima@ymail.com

ABSTRACT

This research paper aims at describing the types of personal deixis and finding
the reference of personal deixis. The object to be analyzed is personal deixis in the
form of words. The writer takes the data from Iron Lady movie manuscript. The
type of the research is descriptive qualitative research and this research uses
documentation method to get the data. In clarifying the types of personal deixis
the writer uses pragmatics analysis especially deixis theory. In finding out the
reference of personal deixis, the writer employs reported speech theory by
Hurford and Brendan. Then, the technique of analyzing data are finding the types
of personal deixis used in Iron Lady movie manuscript, describing the reference of
the use of personal deixis in movie script of Iron Lady, drawing the conclusion
and suggestion based on the data analysis. The research finding of the study
shows that there are three types of personal deixis first personal deixis, second
personal deixis and third personal deixis and three kinds of the reference on Iron
Lady movie include that reference that refers to first person, the reference which
refers to second person and the reference which refers to third person and the
data of this research consists of 185 personal deixis.
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Introduction

Iron Lady is a drama movie Starred by Meryl Streeps. This film tells
about the sacrifice that must be paid to a power. The film is as a means of
communication between the players in the film with the audience, so that the
message of the film can be conveyed. In Iron Lady Movie, it can be found
some types of language usage. One of them is Deixis. Deixis is a part of
pragmatics study. Levinson (1983:9) states that pragmatics is study of those
relations between language and context that are grammaticalized, or encoded
in the structure of a language. There are five kinds of deixis proposed by
Levinson, they are: Personal deixis, Place deixis, Time deixis, Discourse
deixis, and Social deixis.

There have some learn source studies explored deixis for example;
Hassanah UMS (2006) with her research entitled The Use of Deixis in
Gladiator Movie Manuscript. From her analysis she finds five deixises used
in Gladiator movie script. The forms are personal deixis, place deixis, time
deixis, discourse deixis and social deixis. Then, Lukmanto UMS (2007) with
his study entitled A Comparative Analysis of English and Javanese Social
Deixis (Socio-Pragmatic Study). In his research, he focuses to deictic
expression as well, but the social deixis in particular. He made a comparison
between the English and Javanese social deictic usage. Then, here the
researcher wants to explore again about deixis especially on personal deixis
using pragmatic approach.

In this study, the writer focuses on personal deixis. Yule (1996:10)
stated that personal deixis, the distinction just described involves person
deixis, with the speaker (1) and the addressee (you) mentioned. Person deixis
clearly operates on a basic three-part division, exemplified by the pronouns
for first person (‘I’), second person (‘you’) and third person (‘he, she, and it’).
In many languages these deictic categories of speaker, addressee, and other
(s) are elaborated with markers of relatives social status (for example,

addressee with higher status versus addressee with lower status).



In this section the researcher tries to analyze personal deixis which are
found in Iron Lady movie manuscript. For example:
IL/01
Margaret : Too much. Much too much butter.
Denis : | like butter.
In the example above, to utter the sentence “l like butter”. The word “I” here
refers to Denis as the speaker. The word “I” belongs to singular first person
which functions as subject personal pronoun. To find the references of the
deictic words, Hurford (1994:66) suggests to use or converse the utterance
into indirect speech. The indirect speech of the example above will be: Denis
like butter.

Based on the phenomena and statement above, the researcher is
encouraged to entitle the research as follows: A PRAGMATICS ANALYSIS
OF PERSONAL DEIXIS IN IRON LADY MOVIE MANUSCRIPT.

Research Method

The type of this research is descriptive qualitative research, in which
the method are used to collects the data, classifies and analyzes them, and
then draw the conclusion from the analyzed data. In this study, the researcher
aims at classifying the forms of personal deixis used on Iron Lady Movie to
describe the types of personal deixis and the reference of personal deixis used
in Iron Lady Movie. The object of this research is the personal deixis that
used in Iron Lady Movie Manuscript. The data in this study are the personal
deixis used in Iron Lady Movie. The data source of the research is a movie
script. The writer takes the data from the movie script of Iron Lady which
produced by Phyllida Lloyd (2011).

In collecting data, the writer uses document method. The steps of
collecting data are as follows: (1) Watching the original movie of Iron Lady.
(2) Reading the script of Iron Lady movie. (3) Selecting and collecting the
data. (4) Classifying the the types of personal deixis in Iron Lady movie
manuscript by employing types of personal deixis. (5) Coding the data. In



technique of analyzing data, the writer conducts the data analysis with the
following procedures: (1) Finding the types of the personal deixis used in Iron
Lady movie manuscript (2) Describing the reference of the use of personal
deixis in movie script of Iron Lady. (3) Drawing the conclusion and

suggestion based on the data analysis.

Finding and Discussion
The researcher chooses Iron Lady Movie as a data source. The
researcher analyzes the types of personal deixis and the reference of personal
deixis.
1. First person deixis
IL/01
Margaret: Too much. Much too much butter.
Denis: | like butter.
a. The Type
The deixis in the utterance is personal pronoun I. It is singular first
personal deixis type. Personal pronoun I in the word that refers to the
speaker who utters the utterance (Hornby, 2000: 420). In this
sentence, personal pronoun | refers to Denis. Personal pronoun | is
used to show that Denis was like butter. Therefore, the personal
pronoun | functions as a subjective personal pronoun.
b. The Reference
The utterance above is conversed into indirect speech to find out the
reference of personal pronoun 1. Therefore, the word | is substituted
by Denis. So, the reference of personal pronoun I is Denis. It will be:
Denis: Denis like butter.
From the data above, it can be analyzed that personal pronoun | refers
to Denis. The word | is used to refer who like butter.

IL/02

Margaret: Milk's gone up. 49p a pint.

Denis: Good grief! We'll have to economise. | suppose we could always
sell the car. (chuckles) Or take in paying guests!



a. The Type
Personal pronoun which is found in this utterance is We. Personal
pronoun We here, refers to Denis and Margaret. Thus, the type that
found in this utterance is plural first personal deixis. The word We
which has function as subjective personal pronoun.

b. The Reference
The utterance above is conversed into indirect speech to find out the
reference of personal pronoun We. From the data above, the personal
pronoun We substitutes Denis and Margaret. So, the reference of
personal pronoun We is Denis and Margaret. It will be:

Good grief! Denis and Margaret will have to

economise. Denis suppose Denis and

Margaret could always sell the car. (chuckles)

Or take in paying guests!
From the data above, it can be analyzed that personal pronoun We
refers to Denis and Margaret. The word We is used to show that
Denis and Margaret will have to economise. And the word We is
used to refers who will have to economise and always sell the car or

take in paying guests.

2. Second Person Deixis

IL/03

Denis (CONT'D) : Watch out. She's on the prowl.

Margaret : (to Denis) Eat your egg.

a. The Type
The deictic word in the utterance above is the word your. The type of
the word your is second person deixis. The word your which has a
function as possessive adjective. The word your refers to the
possessive adjective pronoun of Denis as the addressee.

b. The Reference
The utterance above is conversed into indirect speech to find out the

reference of personal pronoun your. Therefore, the personal pronoun



your in the utterance above subtituties by him that refers to Denis. So,
the reference of pronoun your is Denis. it will be:
Eat him egg.

From the data above, it can be analyzed that personal pronoun your
refers to Denis. It means that Denis who eat the egg.

IL/04

June : Goodness! There you are.

Margaret : Yes. Here we are.

a. The Type
Personal pronoun you above suggests the second personal deixis
type. You itself is the person addresseed (Hornby, 2000: 1000). In
this verse, personal pronoun you refers to Denis and Margaret. In the
utterance uses personal pronoun you to address Denis and Margaret.
It is subjective pronoun function.

b. The Reference
The utterance above is conversed into indirect speech to find out the
reference personal pronoun you. Therefore, personal pronoun you
refers to Denis and Margaret. So, the reference of personal pronoun
you is Denis and Margaret. It will be:

Goodnes! There Margaret and Denis are.

Eventuallay, personal pronoun you refers to Denis and Margaret. It

means that Denis and Margaret is in the kitchen.

3. Third Person Deixis

1L/13
Margaret's gaze, seeing Denis just visible in the street below. He looks up,
smiles,
Margaret (CONT'D) : He hasn't got his scarf on.
a. The Type
The deictic words in the utterance above are the word He and the
word his. The type of the word He and his are singular third person

deixis. The word He has function as subjective pronoun. It refers to



Denis. The function of his is possessive adjective pronoun. It refers to
the possessive adjective pronoun of Denis.
b. The Reference
The utterance above is conversed into indirect speech to find out the
reference of personal pronoun He and his. Therefore, He and his are
shifted by Denis so, the reference of personal pronoun He and his are
Denis. it will be:
Denis hasn’t got Denis scarf on.
Thus, it can be analyzed that the reference of He and his are Denis. It
means that Denis who hasn’t got scarf on.
IL/19
Pretty Young Woman 1: Margaret, do you want to come to the
pictures?
Pretty Young Woman 2: She can't come, she's got to study.
a. The Type
Personal pronoun which is found in this utterance is she. Personal
pronoun she here, refers to Margaret. Thus, the type that found in this
utterance is singular third personal deixis. The word she has function
as subjective personal pronoun.
b. The Reference
The utterance above is conversed into indirect speech to find out the
reference of personal pronoun she. Therefore, she is shifted by
Margaret. So, the reference of personal pronoun she is Margaret. It
will be:
Young Woman 2 said that Margaret can't come,
Margaret is got to study.
In short, Margaret is the reference of she. It means that Margaret who

can’t come and got to study.



The following are those findings drawn from data analysis.

Table 1. The Type and The Reference of Personal Deixis

No

Type of
Personal Deixis

Personal
Pronoun

The Reference

Function

First Personal
Deixis

My

Me

Myself

We

Denis

June
Margaret
Carol
Reece
Interviewer
Heseltine
Admiral
Fieldhouse

Denis
Beatrice
Carol
Margaret
Neave
Geoffrey

Alfred
Carol
Margaret
Denis
Doctor
June

Margaret
Geoffrey

Denis and
Margaret

People

People in the
drink’s party
Carol and Margaret
Ministers
Conservative
Theatrical Voice
Coach and
Margaret
Military
Government

Subjective

Possesive

Objective

Reflexive

Subjective
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Second
Personal Deixis

Third Personal
Deixis

Our

Us

You

Your

Yourself

They

Doctor

Conservative Party
Ministers

People
Government

Margaret and Carol
Margaret,
Churchill, Lloyd
George

Ministers

Denis and
Margaret
Margaret
Denis

Carol

Female Guest
Ladies
Young Man
Ministers
Crawfie
Prime Minister

Denis

Margaret

Taxi Driver
Carol

President Reagen
and President
Bellaunde

Margaret
Denis

Attacker
Dartford
Constituent
Little Twins

The Lights
America
Thoughts

Islands

The Argentinians
Ship

Possesive

Objective

Subjective

Possesive

Reflexive

Subjective
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Their

Them

Themsel
VEeS

She

Her

He

His

The Honourable
Member
The Police

Conservative Party

Teachers
People

The men and
women of the
armed forces

Denis Clothes
The Trade Union
Movement
Doctor

The Families
President Reagen
and President
Bellaunde
Coservative Party

Ten Men

Margaret
Carol

Mrs Thatcher
America

The Belgrano

Prime Minister
Margaret Roberts
Women

Carol

Barones Thatcher

Denis

Robert

Doctor Michael
Mark

Brynner
Admiral
Fieldhouse
Prime Minister

A very nice man

Possesive

Objective

Reflexsive

Subjective

Obijective

Subjective

Possesive
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Attlee 1
Him |Mark Obijective 2
Himself | The right Reflexive 1
honourable
gentleman
It Go to cover the Reflexsive | 1
butter
The shop 1
Time 1
A bombed street 1
Committed to 1
public service
Voice 1
Timetable 1
Total 185

D. Conclusion and Suggestion
1. Conclusion

Based on the data analysis and discussion, the writer concludes that:

a) There are three types of personal deixis that is used in Iron Lady
movie, namely first personal deixis, second personal deixis and third
personal deixis. There are 185 data type of personal deixis include that
87 data type of first personal deixis, 45 data type of second personal
deixis and 53 data type of third personal deixis.

b) There are three kinds of the reference on Iron Lady movie, namely the
reference that refers to first person, the reference which refers to
second person and the reference which refers to third person.

2. Suggestion
After drawing conclusions the writer gives some suggestion as follows:
a) Other researchers
The writer wishes to the next researchers especially who takes the

similar research do more complete innovations. Therefore, the other
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b)

researchers are suggested to investigate such kind of research in
different object.

The lectures

To the lectures, the writer wishes that they could become good
mentors for other researchers.

Last but not least, the writer fully realized that this paper is still far
from being perfect, therefore any constructive criticism will be highly

appreciated.
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