
i 

 

LIVING WITH BRAIN CANCER IN DAVID NIXON’S 

LETTERS TO GOD MOVIE (2010):  

AN INDIVIDUAL PSYCHOLOGICAL APPROACH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESEARCH PAPER 

Submitted as a Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements 

 for Getting Bachelor Degree of Education  

in English Department 

 

by 

ANIENDIA INDAH PERMATAWATI SASMITA 

A320080011 

 

 

 

SCHOOL OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION  

MUHAMMADIYAH UNIVERSITY OF SURAKARTA 

2012 

 



iii 

 

 



iii 

 



iv 

 

TESTIMONY 

 

I hereby assert that there is no plagiarism in this research paper. There is no 

other work that has been submitted to obtain the bachelor degree and as far as I 

am concerned there is no opinion that has been written or published before, except 

the written references which are referred in this paper and mentioned in the 

bibliography. If any incorrectness is proved in the future dealing with my 

statement above, I will be fully responsible. 

 

Surakarta,  04 October 2012 

 The Writer 

 

  ANIENDIA INDAH PS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



v 

 

MOTTO 

 

 

 

Verily! Allah will not change the good condition 

of apeople as long as they do not change their 

state of goodness themselves 

(Ar-Ra’d : 11) 

 

You can have anything if you are willing to work 

hard to get it 

(Benjamin Franklin) 

 

Ukuran tubuhmu kurang penting, 

 ukuran otakmu agak penting, 

ukuran hatimu adalah yang paling penting.  

(B. C. Gorbes) 

 

U can if U think U can 
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SUMMARY 

 

 

ANIENDIA INDAH PERMATAWATI SASMITA. A. 320 080 011. LIVING 

WITH BRAIN CANCER IN DAVID NIXON’S LETTERS TO GOD MOVIE 

(2010): AN INDIVIDUAL PSYCHOLOGICAL APPROACH. Research 

Paper. English Department Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta. 2012. 

 

 

The major problem in this research paper is to explain how living with 

brain cancer is reflected in Letters to God movie. The purpose  of this research 

paper is to analyze Tyler’s live in David Nixon’s  Letters to God movie based on 

the structural element of the movie and based on an individual psychological 

approach. The object study is David Nixon’s Letters to God movie. It is using an 

individual psychological approach. 

In analyzing this study, the researcher uses qualitative research and 

individual psychological approach. The primary data source of this research is 

Letters to God movie. The secondary date sources are material about individual 

psychology, theory of literature, theory of personality and the other source that 

support the analysis.  

Having analyzed this research paper, the researcher present some 

conclusions. First, based on the structural analysis it is found that in this movie, 

David Nixon conveys a message that “one must be optimistic even at the worst 

condition”. Second, based on the psychological analysis, it is evident that in this 

movie David Nixon illustrated a psychological phenomenon in which an 

individual had a positive attitude in encountering the incurable disease.  

 

Key word: Brain cancer, Letters to God, Individual Psychology  
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