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A DESCRIPTIVE STUDY ON TEACHING WRITING
TO THE FIRST YEAR STUDENTS
OF MTS SALAFIYAH KAJEN MARGOYOQOSO PATI

By
Ana Nailu Rohmah
A 320 080 163

This research paper is intended to describe a teaching writing to the first
year students of MTS Salafiyah Kajen Margoyoso Pati. The writer focuses the
teaching-learning process of writing, on the first year student. The objective of
this research are 1) to describe technique implemented in teaching writing, 2)
kinds of difficulties faced in learning writing, and 3) kinds of strategies used by
teacher to solve the student’s difficulties. The type of this research is descriptive
research which does not include any calculation or statistic procedure. The object
of this research is teaching writing. The subjects of this research are English
teacher and students. The data are taken from informant, events, and document.
The techniques of collecting data are observation, employing interview, and
analyzing document. The study shows that 1) Technique implemented in teaching
learning process of writing to the first year students are game and contextual
learning. 2) The kinds of difficulties faced in learning writing by the first students
are vocabulary, tenses, and expressing idea in writing. 3) The kinds of strategies
used by teacher to solve student’s difficulties are giving example of text and giving
instruction.

Key Words: descriptive study, teaching writing

I. Introduction
A. Background of the Study

Teaching is the activity of transferring knowledge to the students,
and learning is the activity which is done by the students based on the
teacher’s instruction. Teaching English includes four skills; listening,
reading, speaking, and writing.

Writing is one of the important skills in teaching English, because it
is one of the capabilities in teaching English. Writing also is the most
difficult skill to develop by some students. It is likely the most difficult
activities done by some students. It needs basic knowledge which makes
students fill all necessary things to comprehend writing such as grammar,

vocabulary coherence, cohesion, expression, etc.



In writing skill, there are many genre or text types given to the
students, namely descriptive or description, report, recount, procedure,
narrative, anecdote, etc. The objective of learning writing is to produce the
kinds of written text. To produce a good writing product, the writer should
follow a various classroom activities involving some steps applied in
writing process.

MTS Salafiyah is an Islamic Junior High School located in Kajen
Margoyoso Pati. In MTS Salafiyah, English subject is the material that
should be taken by all students. The writer’s reason in taking MTS
Salafiyah as the source of data is because the students have some problems
in writing skill especially in writing paragraph. Further, the students do not
know how to make a good sentence in paragraph, especially in using of
punctuation, diction, etc.

Based on the previous, the writer is interested in conducting a
research concerning on teaching writing to the first year students of MTS
Salafiyah. The research is entitled A Descriptive Study on Teaching
Writing to the First Year Students of MTS Salafiyah Kajen Margoyoso
Pati.

B. Problem Statement
Based on the statement above, the writer formulates the research
problems as the following.
1. What are the techniques implemented in teaching writing to the first
year students of MTS Salafiyah Kajen Margoyoso Pati?
2. What kinds of difficulties faced in learning writing by the first year
students of MTS Salafiyah Kajen Margoyoso Pati?
3. What kinds of strategies used by the teacher to solve difficulties faced
in learning writing?
C. Objective of the Study
Based on the research problems, the researcher has the following

objectives.



. to describe the techniques implemented in teaching writing to the first
year students’ of MTS Salafiyah Kajen Margoyoso Pati.

. to describe the kinds of difficulties faced in learning writing by the first
year students of MTS Salafiyah Kajen Margoyoso Pati.

. to describe the kinds of strategies used by the teacher to solve students’

difficulties in writing learning.

Method of Collecting Data
A. Setting of the Research

The setting of this research is MTs Salafiyah Kajen Margoyoso Pati.
MTs Salafiyah is one of state school in Pati district. The addres is on Kajen
Margoyoso Pati Central Java. It has post code 59154. It is opened in
January 1, 1933 by K.H.Baedlowi Sirodj. There are two teachers of those
amounts are English teacher. The writer was took MTs Salafiyah as object
of this research caused the students of MTs Salafiyah has some problem

faced in writing skill, especially in writing paragraph.

. Type of the Research

The type of the research is descriptive research. The writer uses
descriptive research because, she describes the techniques implemented in
teaching writing, the kinds of problems faced by the teacher and students’
in teaching-learning writing, the kinds of strategies used by the teacher to
solve problems faced in teaching-learning writing to the first year students
of MTS Salafiyah Kajen Margoyoso Pati.

. Object of the Research

The object of this research is teaching writing to the first year

students of MTS Salafiyah Kajen Margoyoso Pati.

. Subject of the Research

The subject of this research is the English teacher and the first year

students of MTS Salafiyah Kajen Margoyoso Pati.

. Data and Data Source

The data in this research is information. That are taken from

informant, event and document. The informant are teacher and students.



The data was gotten are technique used by teacher, difficulties faced and
strategies used by teacher. The event is teaching—learning process of
writing. The data was gotten are technique used in teaching writing and
material used by teacher. The document are textbook and lesson plan. The
data sources of this research are teacher and students.
F. Technique of Collecting Data
The writer uses the descriptive method in this research, so in
conducting this research the writer does some ways to collect data, such as
doing observation, interview, and analyzing document.
1. Observation
This technique is used to investigate the methods of English
teaching. The observation is done four times by observing the teaching
writing in the class.
2. Interview
The process of interview is face to face process. In this section the
writer tries to get information from the teacher about the methods,
material, and classroom activities used in teaching writing. The writer
asks the teacher about teaching learning process of writing, problems
faced by the teacher, and strategies used to solve problems faced in
teaching learning process of writing to the first year students of MTS
Salafiyah Kajen Margoyoso Pati. Besides, the writer asks some
students about problems faced by the students to learn writing, and
strategies to solve problems faced in learning writing.
3. Analyzing Document
The documents are field note, material of the textbook, lesson
plan, and some syllabus from the teaching writing. The document is
used to know teaching-learning process in the class.
G. Technique for Analyzing Data
To know the teaching writing to the first year students’ of MTS

Salafiyah Kajen Margoyoso Pati, the steps done are as follows:



1. The writer presents the detail description of the technique implemented
in teaching writing to the first year students of MTS Salafiyah Kajen
Margoyoso Pati.

2. The writer presents the detail description of the difficulties faced by the
first year students of MTS Salafiyah Kajen Margoyoso Pati.

3. The writer presents the detail description of the strategies used by
teacher to solve difficulties faced by the first year students of MTS
Salafiyah Kajen Margoyoso Pati.

4. The writer draws conclusions and proposes suggestion.

I11.Research Finding and Discussion of the Finding
A. Research Finding

1. Technique Implemented in Teaching Writing

The technique used to teach at the classroom was game. The
teacher usethis technique in order to students felt happy. They felt to
play, but actually they were learning. But, this technique has weakness
and strength. The weakness of this technique is the students forget
what learn. While, the strength of this technique is the students easier
comprehend items taught by teacher.

The teacher also uses another technique. That is contextual
learning, but this technique seldom be uses by teacher because its time
less enough. The teacher said: “Saya pernah menggunakan tehnik lain
dalam mengajar seperti komik, gambar, bungkus makanan, membaca
teks, dan juga praktek menulis Saya juga pernah menggunakan teknik
mengajar lain seperti kontektual learning.”(March 14, 2012). The
teacher said again: “Sebenarnya kontektual learning merupakan
teknik yang sukses dalam teknik mengajar saya. Tapi masalahnya
waktu pelajaran sangat terbatas.”(Maret 14, 2012).

This technique can bring the students such as the teacher wants,
whether the students are also happy and understand. On the second
observation, the teacher also uses contextual learning as her teaching

technique. It is shown by teacher when students learning descriptive



text. The teacher used the popular actress to describe. Besides, the
teacher also used technique picture, food packages, food recipe,
practical writing, and readings

2. Kinds of Difficulties Faced in Learning Writing
a. Vocabulary.

Vocabulary was one of difficulties. Mastery vocabulary of
students was very less. So that the students often difficulty to
wrote. When observation, the writer saw some students asked to the
teacher about vocabulary. Some students also looked for difficult
vocabulary in dictionary.

The writer saw student enquire to teacher some difficulty at
vocab. For example, student asked to teacher “lesung pipi” in
English. The teacher gave answered that “lesung pipi” in English
was “beautiful cheek”. Difficulties of other vocabulary which faced
by students liked mentioning kitchenware, way of cooking, etc.

b. Tenses.

Tenses were also one of difficulties faced in learning writing.
In writing used tenses that different. Such as present tense, present
continuous tense, present prefect tense, past tense, past future tense,
past perfect tense, future tense, etc. Difficulty of students was
usage tenses in context. That can be seen from the interview
between teacher and writer.

The difficulty of tenses faced by students was usage in
context. For example, students should used present tense in made
descriptive text, but some students were also used past tense and
even mixture. That was caused students less comprehends about
tenses.

c. Expressing Idea in Writing

Another difficulties faced in learning writing at MTs

Salafiyah Kajen Margoyoso Pati was expressing idea in writing.

The students were often confused to wrote something. For



example, when teacher asked students to wrote a descriptive text
with free topic, students was confused about what topic that they
selected. So, when time will finish, they newly found idea that they
wrote.
3. Kinds of Strategies Used by Teacher to Solve Problem Faced
a. Giving example of text.

Difficulty which was often faced by students in learning writing
was vocabulary and tenses. The teacher gave many examples of text to
overcome the difficulties faced.With many examples of text that given
by teacher can add student’s vocabulary. The teacher informed
meaning of difficult word from examples of text. So that students’
vocabulary increases. Another that, it was can be used to explained
about tenses. The teacher used text example to analyze a tenses. The
teacher explained about tenses that used in the text. After that, the
teacher showed abbreviation of the tenses. So the teacher can be easier
to understand about the tenses.

b. Giving Construction

Another strategies that teacher used to overcome difficulties faced
in learning writing was construction. When observation, the writer saw
that teacher always constructed and instructed students in writing. The
teacher constructed and instructed students in wrote descriptive and
procedure text. The teacher constructed and instructed about tenses
that used to wrote descriptive and procedure text. Another that, the
teacher was also showed students’ tenses and vocabulary that wrong,
then the teacher showed real correct. It can be seen from the interview
between teacher and writer.

B. Discussion of the Finding
1. Technique Implemented in Teaching Writing

By the discussion above the writer concluded some techniques of

this theory were also used by teacher in MTs Salafiyah. This technique

was different with previous study. The technique implemented in



teaching writing of this research are game, contextual learning, using
picture, using food packages, using food recipe, using readings, and
practice writing. Whereas the technique implemented in teaching
writing founded by wahyuningsih are clustering and W-H Question.
2. Kinds of Difficulties Faced in Learning Writing
The students needed some ability such as vocabulary, good
sentence, paragraph organization, and turn such ideas into a readable
text. The student’s ability was less are vocabulary, tenses, and
expressing idea. This research was very different with previous study.
The differential of previous study problems faced by the teacher in
teaching writing are classroom management, limited time, and different
capability of the students.
3. Kinds of Strategies Used by Teacher in Teaching Writing
The teacher has some strategies to overcoming the difficulties faced.
The strategies used by the teacher were; giving example of text and
giving construction. Difficulty which was often faced by students in
learning writing was vocabulary and tenses. The teacher gave many
example of text to overcome the difficulties faced. With many example
of text that given by teacher can add student’s vocabulary. The teacher
informs meaning of difficult word from examples of text. So that
student’s vocabulary increases. Another that, that was can be used to
explain about tenses. The teacher used text example to analyze a tenses.
The teacher explained about tenses that used in the text. After that, the
teacher showed abbreviation of the tenses. So the teacher can easier to
understand about the tenses.
IVV.Conclusion
A. The techniques implemented by the English teacher in teaching writing are
game and contextual learning. The game and contextual learning
techniques can make the students felt happy and interested to learn. These
technique also make students easier to comprehend about explanation and

instruction from the teacher.



B. The kinds of difficulties faced by the students in learning writing are
vocabulary, tenses and expressing idea in writing. The students vocabulary
is very less, so the students difficult to write. The students has difficulty in
using tenses. When the teacher was not gave idea the students often
confused to write.

C. The kinds of strategies used by the teacher in teaching writing are giving
example of text and giving construction. Example of text can add students
vocabulary. The students learn using tenses in the text.
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