CHAPTERII

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Study

An Enemy of the People is a realistic drama in five acts by Henrik
Ibsen that was published at 1882. The story is about social problems. Ibsen
issued an Enemy of the People addressed to the hypocrisy, falsehood, and
corrupt nature of the political system. An Enemy of the People is first written by
Ibsen in Dano-Norwegian. It is a mixture of the Danish language and Norwegian
dialects. His language is simple, concise, and to the point. However, it takes a
talented translator to capture the subtitles of the language and the nuances
written into the dialogue of An Enemy of the People. William Archer is one of
playwright that translates many of Ibsen’s works. This play has been adapted in
some difference play in 1950 by Arthur Miller. The other adaptations are
Ganashatru film by Satyajit Ray in 1989 and a Norwegian film in 2004 by Erik
Skjoldbjaerg. An electronic classic series of this play that was translated by
Farquharson Sharp had been published by Pennsylvania State University on
2010.

Henrik Ibsen is a Norwegian famous modern playwright who was
born in Skien, Norway on 20 March 1828. He passed away on 23 May 1906.
Ibsen was also best known as a Norwegian “Father of Modern Drama”. He was

also the author of poetic dramas and folklore such as Love's Comedy (1862), The



League of Youth (1869), Peer Gynt (1867), Pillars of Society (1877), A Doll's
House (1879), Ghosts (1881), The Wild Duck (1884), Hedda Gabler (1890),
When We Dead Awaken (1899), etc. In 1850 he moved to Christiana also known
as Oslo now. When he traveled abroad for thirty years he lived Rome, Dresden,
and Munich. He has written and directed some plays in some theater
productions. He also has international reputation for realistic drama that portrays
social issues. His career can be divided into poetic dramas that dealt with
historical themes, folklore, and romantic pageantry. Some English translations of
his works are continually recycled in the United States and Europe. All of his
works was a symbolist, idealist, and realist literature.

This drama tells about a coastal town in south Norway that becomes a
major health resort because of the new municipal bath. For almost two years the
town has developed. The economy and business grew, the property values
increase, and unemployment reduce. It is because of the tourists who come and
visit the bath that have given income to the town. The major character Dr.
Stockmann is an important man in the town as the medical officer of the
municipal bath. He was also a critical thinker as a writer that has produced
articles about the development of his town and new ideas about the town. He has
become a prolific contributor in a local newspaper “People Messenger”. The
news has been heard by Peter Stockmann a mayor and chief constable of the

town. He is his elder brother and also the chairman of the Baths’ committee.



The younger brother who has contributed to the development of the
Municipal Bath got news that there is contamination of the water in the bath. The
water has contaminated by a local tannery. So, the toxic could damage the
tourists. As a prolific he decides to write about the contamination and publish it
in “People Messenger” then as a medical officer he would take a research to the
water in the bath. On the other hand, Peter disagrees with that. They have
conflict about this idea and getting high words. Peter tries to convince the editor
and sub-editor of “People Messenger” Hovstad and Billing and also Aslaksen as
the printer to not publish his brother idea, because the result of that is the bath
would be closed. It would affect to the economy and life of the townspeople.

Then, a town meeting is held in Captain Horster’s house a seafarer to
let the townspeople know the fact about the bath based on Dr. Stockmann idea.
Mrs. Stockmann and her children Petra, Ejlif, and Morten are there, and also
Peter, Hovstad, Billing, Aslaksen, Captain Horster, and townspeople. They
deliver their idea about the incident in the bath the medical officer fight against
his elder brother and his supporter that supported his unethical position. Finally,
he loses to convince the townspeople about his idea then they state him as An
Enemy of the People.

The townspeople regard him as An Enemy of the People because he
damages the townspeople life. He gets fired as a medical officer in the bath
committee and also persons who close with him namely his daughter Petra, and

also Ejlif and Morten that are regarded as an enemy of the people at school.



Afterward he decides to leave his lovely town with his family, because he cannot
live with the force of the society that attacks his house and his family. Finally
Captain Horster advises him not to go and also lends him his place in order he
could live with his family without annoyance of the townspeople. Then, the
family decide to hold out his life in the town without involving the townspeople.
He would educate his children with his own way and also Petra and his wife
would support the family.

There is no award that has been achieved by An Enemy of the People
drama, but almost of all Ibsen’s drama is a representative of social issues in that
period. It has influenced the critical thinking of the society although there are
some pros and cons about Ibsen’s idea to present social problems through his
plays. While the adaptation of this drama or the movie version of this drama has
reached award. Norwegian film industry has made An Enemy of the People
movie directed by Erik Skjoldbjerg and scriptwriter Nikolaj Frobenius that
nominated in Amanda Award Norway on 2005 categorized as Best Actress
(Arets Kvinnelige Skuespiller) Trine Wiggen.

The public responses to this play are so fruitful. Public responses
come from customers on a new version of this play by Christopher Hampton
(Faber Plays) paper back. On January 9, 1999 a review by an anonymous reader
said that the conflict of the two brothers is unbreakable. The Hampton series is
lack in the introduction, but it is easy to read. He likes the story and the

characters. He is ever in the position as an enemy of the people, so he can



understand Stockmann experience. Another response comes from reviewer that
named him the irrational man on November 28, 2000 that focuses on the dispute
that brings into violent that finally the mayor and townspeople regards
Stockmann as an enemy of the people. He prefers to ruin his community rather
than live in lies. The last is the portrayed that he acts such a foolish that does not
afraid to fight against the society (http://www.amazon.com/review/).

Some aspects that make this play interesting are firstly the drama is
one of big drama by Ibsen that has been published that criticizes the hypocrisy
and falsehood in the society. Some of Ibsen’s plays have critic to the social
issues in that time. The previous play that Ibsen published is A Doll’s House
drama (1879) that has critical to the marriage norms in the 18" century. It is the
representation of striving women right that reflects in the Victorian value. While,
An Enemy of the People is portray of realism value that represented in the
situation of the society in that period.

The second aspect is the major character Dr. Stockman in the play
who wants to reveal the truth about the bath, but he must fight against the minor
character the mayor of the town and the townspeople who support him.
Stocmann’s characteristic is sincerity and innocent but he is also fiery, stubborn,
and honest but egoist to harm the society than to keep the falsehood about the
bath. The choices that he made are his conscience who actually loves his town

but it will ruin the community in it. Because of his incapability to bring his
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conviction to the townspeople he became the enemy of the people, but he has
made meaningful choices for his life.

The third aspect is the conflict of the two brothers that makes the
story exciting to be followed. It seems that the conflict is continual, but then the
elder brother defeated his younger brother in convincing the townspeople. It
makes the story interesting so that the readers or audiences enjoy and curious to
the play. The climax is Dr. Stockmann is regarded as ‘an enemy of the people’
and also his family. He also discharges from the bath committee as a medical
officer.

The fourth aspect is the message of the story in the play. It is shown
by the decision of the medical officer to make existentialist or meaningful
choices in his life although he must be alienated from the society. He becomes an
enemy of the people but he continues to search for meaning of life. The making
meaningful choices reflected in the major character Dr. Stockmann in the drama

is the main reason of choosing this study.

Based on the reasons and elaboration above the writer will observe
and analyze An Enemy of the People drama by using an existentialist criticism
theory by Jean Paul Sartre. Thus the writer will conduct a research entitled
MAKING MEANINGFUL CHOICES IN IBSEN’S AN ENEMY OF THE

PEOPLE DRAMA (1882): AN EXISTENTIALIST CRITICISM.



B. Previous Study

There are some previous studies on this object of study. The writer
will provide the other study. It can be essay or research to compare the
differences and similarities of this study with the previous study, so it can keep
the originality of the writer study.

The first previous study is an essay by Martin J. Walker (2008)
Science and Democracy entitled Uncomfortable Science and Enemies of the
People. His analysis of the play is that a socialist and progressive have not been
won yet, and also another Ibsen’s works that also struggle for women rights. The
story has given political lesson. A case from Dr. Wakefield about conspiracy
theories shows that the society has become the part of industrialist strategies and
sides who have power. Becoming a man who stands for truth must face sides that
have authority. A man has been strong as an individual who keeps on
independence mind, but he must battle the political interest of uncomfortable
science (www.dipmat.unipg.it/~mamone/sci-dem).

The next previous study is conducted by Mordecai Roshwald (2004)
A new critical edition of novel, level seven, The University of Wisconsin Press
entitled The Alienated Moralist in An Enemy of the People. Roshwald concludes
that the doctor is a defiant and militant moralist. He stands on his conviction that
he is right and the people are wrong. He believes that he is right, but the truth for
the doctor is not the truth for the people. He is alienated and suffers materially,

but not morally. He can overcome the temptations and all threats by doing the
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right thing. He is committed to the humanity. His indignation is the interpretation
of the humanity he loves. Then, he confronts the townspeople rather than to

support them (www.mmisi.org/ma/46_03/roshwald.pdf/).

The similarity of the previous studies with the writer study is that they
have same object of study that is Ibsen’s An Enemy of the People drama. The
difference of the study is that the first previous study focused on the political
lesson of the story and also the comparison with Dr. Wakefield cases that are
almost same with the story of Dr. Stockmann. Then the second previous study is
focused the study on the alienated moralist reflected on the play. Although the
doctor has done what the right is but he must be alienated from the society.
Meanwhile, the writer focuses on the making meaningful choices that are
reflected in the major character. The writer will use an existentialist criticism to
analyze the drama. So, the title of the study that will be conducted by the writer
is Making Meaningful Choices in Ibsen’s An Enemy of the People Drama
(1882): An Existentialist Criticism.

C. Problem Statement

Knowing that the problem is the most important part of research, the
writer proposes the problem “How is making meaningful choices reflected in
Ibsen’s An Enemy of the People drama (1882)?”

D. Limitation of the Study


http://www.mmisi.org/ma/46_03/roshwald.pdf/

The writer focuses this study in analyzing the making meaningful
choices of the major character in Ibsen’s An Enemy of the People drama (1882)
based on an existentialist criticism.
. Objectives of the Study
Based on the problem statement above the objectives of the study are
as follows:
1. To analyze Ibsen’s An Enemy of the People drama (1882) based on the
structural element of drama.
2. To elaborate Ibsen’s An Enemy of the People drama (1882) based on an
existentialist criticism.
. Benefits of the Study
In formulating this study, the writer hopes the study will give some

benefits as follows:

1. Theoretical Benefit

The writer hopes the study will give a new contribution and
information to larger body of knowledge, especially the literary studies on

Ibsen’s An Enemy of the People drama (1882).

2. Practical Benefit

The study is hoped to enrich knowledge and experience of the writer

and another students of Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta or another
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universities who have interest to study Ibsen’s An Enemy of the People drama

(1882) based on an existentialist criticism.

G. Research Method
1. Type of the Study
In this research, the writer uses a descriptive qualitative research. It is
a library research while data sources are using literary data. It proposes to
analyze the drama using existentialist criticism. The steps to conduct this
research are (1) determining the type of the study, (2) determining the object
of the study, (3) determining data and data source, (4) determining technique
of data collection, and (5) determining technique of data analysis.
2. Object of the Study
The object of the study is An Enemy of the People drama (1882) by
Henrik Ibsen. The drama that becomes the object to be analyzed is an
Electronic Classics Series translated by Farquharson Sharp published by
Pennsylvania State University 2010. It will be analyzed by existentialist
criticism.
3. Type of the Data and the Data Source
There are two data sources. They are primary data source and
secondary data source.

a. Primary Data Source
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The primary data source is taken from An Enemy of the People drama
(1882) by Henrik Ibsen an Electronic Classics Series that translated by

Farquharson Sharp published by Pennsylvania State University 2010.

b. Secondary Data Source

The secondary data sources are books, author’s bibliography, essays,

information, and other relevant information that support the analysis.

4. Technique of the Data Collection
The technique of data collection is library research, the steps are as
follows:
a. Reading the drama script repeatedly.
b. Searching for detail information of the drama.
c. Taking notes of important parts in both primary and secondary data.
d. Determining the character that will be analyzed.
e. Classifying and determining the relevant data.
f. Collecting some supporting data from other references that are related to
the topic.
5. Technique of the Data Analysis
The technique used in analyzing the data is descriptive analysis. It
concerns with the structural elements of the drama and existentialist

criticism.
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H. Research Paper Organization

In order to make easy in formulating this paper the writer organizes
the research paper organization of Making Meaningful Choices in Ibsen’s An
Enemy of the People Drama (1882): An Existentialist Criticism as follows:

Chapter 1 is Introduction; it consists of Background of the Study,
Literature Review, Problem Statement, Limitation of the Study, Objectives of the
Study, Benefits of the Study, Research Method, and Research Paper
Organization. Chapter 1l is Underlying Theory; it consists of Notion of
Existentialism, Sartre’s Theory of Existentialism, Structural Element of Drama,
and Theoretical Application. Chapter 11l is Structural Analysis of Drama that
consists of Character and Characterization, Setting, Plot, Theme, and Style.
Chapter 1V is Existentialist Criticism Analysis which consists of Being,
Existence Precedes Essence, Consciousness (Cogito), Freedom to Choose,
Anxiety, Transcendence of Ego, and Nothingness and also discussion. Chapter V

is Conclusion and Suggestion.



