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MOTTO 
 

“There is a will, there is a way” 

 

“A dream is only a dream, unless you make to be the real” 

-Deddy Corbuzier 

 

“If you can’t take risk, you can’t create a future” 

-Monkey. D. Luffy 

 

“It doesn’t matter how slowly you go, as long you do not stop” 

-Confucius 

 

“Allah does not burden anyone but according to his ability 

He gets the reward for what he does and the punishment for what he does” 

(Q.S Al-Baqarah: 286) 

 

“Allah does not say life is easy, but Allah promises that with difficulty there is ease” 

(Q.S Al-Insyirah: 5-6) 

 

  



vi 
 

DEDICATION 
 

Bismillahirrahmanirrahim, 

 

By mentioning the name of Allah, the most compassionate, the most merciful, all praise be 

to Allah swt, for the abundance of grace, taufik, favors, strength, and opportunities that are 

endlessly given until finally this thesis can be completed. With gratitude and sincerity, this 

simple work is dedicated to: 

1. A great woman who has a beautiful face, a firm, brave soul, who always gives all her 

love, affection, sacrifice to always strive for the future of her children. She is my beloved 

mom, Esti Handayani. A wonderful mother of all time, your warm embrace, all your 

good advice I always apply in this life. Thank you for all your hard work and sacrifices 

that I can never repay with anything. Thanks to prayers, support, enthusiasm that never 

stops, the author managed to complete this thesis smoothly and successfully. You are the 

light in the darkness, the shade in the anxiety, and the strength that never recedes in the 

face of all trials. I always pray that you will always be under Allah’s protection aameen.  

2. A simple great man, his soul seems firm, hard, but his heart is full of love, affection, and 

care. He is my father, Mulyono. Although his appearance looks scary, he has a very 

simple soul, has a calm disposition, and is always open-minded. Dad encouragement that 

you always give, motivation, advice, and also the prayers that you always pray to Allah 

swt that never stop, the struggle, and sacrifice that you put in for your daughters, finally 

thanks to it all I managed to pass these difficult times and now I have completed this 

thesis well, smoothly, and successfully. Thank you for everything you have fought for 

me, thanks to you, I became a woman who is tough, independent, never afraid to face 

things I have never know.  

3. My dearest sibling Vranscisca Aditya MustiGalih, your presence gives me the 

encouragement to move forward and step towards better things. Thank you to your 

support and prayers, I can finish all this well and successfully. And my dearest cousin, 

Tanti Siska Dewi. Your encouragement, support, all the prayers, laughter, and smiles are 

the biggest strength that make me survive until this moment. Thank you for being present 

and accompanying me to this point. Hopefully we will always stay together, succeed 

together in our respective paths, and always be protected by Allah aameen. 

4. My beloved grandfather, the late grandfather Mulyono, a firm, tall, well-built man who 

had great affection and love for his grandchildren. Although you are no longer present 

in this world, all the advice, prayers, and encouragement you used to give me will never 



vii 
 

be forgotten. Although your soul is far away, your heart and love will remain with me 

forever, and your love shines brightly in the darkness of my heart. 

5. Grandmother and extended family, for the prayers, support, love, and affection that 

always strengthen every step of this struggle. Thank you for your warmth and sincerity. 

6. Lecture Mam Dr. Aryati Prasetrarini, S.Pd., M.Pd. As the consultant who with patience, 

sincerity, and diligence has guided, directed, and motivated the author throughout the 

process of preparing this thesis. Thank you very much for the knowledge, direction, and 

valuable time that you have devoted. Every guidance and advice given is a bright light 

in the midst of this academic journey, as well as a valuable provision that, InshaAllah 

will always bestow health, blessings, and goodness in your every step, and make the 

knowledge you have given as an unbroken charity until the end. Aamiin Ya Robbal 

‘Alamiin. 

7. My coolest old friend from Junior High School, Hapsari Ratna. Your presence, your 

acceptance as a friend, your kindness, sincerity, support, and prayers, gave me grat 

encouragement in the process of writing this thesis. Thank you for being a good friend 

who always makes the author cheerful. Hopefully one day your kindness will be 

rewarded with millions of goodness by Allah swt, aameen. 

8. My best friend and best seatmate in Senior High School ever, Amelia Risqi Yanuarisa. 

Since her presence in my life, there are many lessons, motivations that I can take 

indirectly. Thank you for accepting me to be your close friend well and thank you for 

being a great support system, thanks to the enthusiasm, support, and prayers that you 

always pray, finally the author can complete the writing thesis smoothly and 

successfully. I cannot describe one by one how good you are, hopefully we can always 

be good friends and succeed in the future according to our respective paths aameen Ya 

Robbal ‘Alameen. 

9. The best friend and comrade-in arms who is full of smiles from Senior High School also, 

Khairunnisa Kusuma Nanda, since knowing er more closely the author realizes how to 

deal with the many problems that arise without us knowing and planning. Her patience, 

sincerity, kindness in solving problems and in dealing with problems that some her way, 

impressed the author with her calm personality. Thank you for all the prayers, efforts, 

support, and enthusiasm that never stopped, so I can finally survive and always be full 

of enthusiasm in completing this thesis. May Allah always give us ease and success in 

all positive things in the future, aameen.  

10. The coolest and best friend in PLP 1, after getting to know her further, her personality is 



viii 
 

very simple, always providing memorable and meaningful learning indirectly. Her 

maturity, independence, dexterity in doing activities make me realize that being a woman 

is not as weak and low as others think. Via Nanda Puput Saputri, a cool woman I met in 

PLP 1 and became close friend until now, where we pray for each other, give support, 

and always motivate each other. Thank you for being present in this part of my life and 

journey, I am proud and happy to know and be friends with good people like you. May 

we always be surrounded by good people and good environment wherever we are, and 

also may Allah ease all our affairs both in this world and in the hereafter, aamiin Ya 

Robbal ‘Aameen. 

11. My best, dearest, and hardest friends in KKN, knowing them in a very short time. In just 

a month with them, they are so kind, open in everything, always cheerful despite the 

many problems they are facing. Their stories are inspiring, their complaints provide 

meaningful lessons, their disappointments and frustrations become their own motivation 

to always improve themselves for the better. Their acceptance to make me their close 

friend was received very well and positively. Dessya Angelica, Adna Daruesa, Sukma 

Arum, Putri Utami, Bysri Febri, Septia Dwi, thank you for all your presence in this part 

of my life and journey. Thanks to prayers that you always pour out to Allah swt, support, 

motivation, and enthusiasm that never stops, finally I can survive and complete this work 

to this point. Perhaps, you and all of us are always under the protection of Allah, always 

successfully in any case, and facilitated by Allah in everything we go through, and also 

hopefully we can still be together even though our paths are different, aameen Ya Robbal 

‘Alameen.  

12. All of the lectures and classmates of the Department of English Education, thank you for 

all the guidance, advice, useful knowledge, and also the togetherness that has been 

established and that you and my friends have given. It has reached this point, it is nice 

to know all of you, hopefully you can be successful in your respective paths, and also 

hopefully the knowledge that the lectures give to the author can be useful and well 

applied in real life, aameen.  

13. The last to myself, thank you for fighting against all the fears, complications, difficulties, 

and tests that always come. Being a strong and responsible woman who is able to 

complete all the tasks until this moment is a great thing that I have felt in this adult life. 

Thank you for sticking it out and surviving to this point.  

  



ix 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 

Assalamu’alaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh 

 

Alhamdulillah, first of all, I would like to express my gratitude to Allah SWT who has 

given me grace and health so that I can finish my research paper entitled “THE USE OF AI 

FOR ESSAY WRITING: UNIVERSITY STUDENTS’ PERSPECTIVES” as a component 

of the requirements for the Department of English Education’s Bachelor’s Degree, 

University Muhammadiyah Surakarta. 

This researcher realizes that this research paper can be accomplished because many 

people helped support it. At this moment, the researcher wants t express the biggest and 

greatest gratitude to: 

1. Prof. Dr. Anam Sutopo, M.Hum., as Dean of the Faculty of Teacher Training and 

Education, at the Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta, 

2. Titis Setyabudi, M.A., as Head of Department of English Education, Faculty of Teacher 

Training and Education, at hthe Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta, 

3. Dr. Aryati Prasetyarini, S.Pd., M.Pd., as the consultant who guided me in completing 

this research paper, 

4. The examiners who have allowed me to present my final project of this educational step, 

5. All the staff of Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta who have provided services and 

assistance, 

6. The researcher’s parents, mother Esti Handayani and father Mulyono for praying for 

deep affection and patiently giving support, 

7. The lecture and students in third semester from Department of English Education in 

Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta



x 
 

ABSTRACT 
 

Vriensca Ditya Musti Galih. A320220152. THE USE OF AI FOR ESSAY WRITING: 

UNIVERSITY STUDENTS’ PESPECTIVES. Undergraduate Thesis, Faculty of Teacher 
Training and Education, Universitas Muhammadiyah Surakarta. January, 30 2026. 

The use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) based technologies and applications in education has increased 

significantly, especially among university students. AI is increasingly being utilized as a tool in the 

academic writing process, including essay writing, to overcome various difficulties such as idea 
development, writing structure, and linguistic aspects. However, even though there has been a lot of 

research on academic essay writing assisted by Artificial Intelligence (AI), most of this research has 

been conducted in Western countries. Many of these studies use qualitative methods with a limited 
number of participants, or focus more on students’ perspectives without linking them to the actual 

results of essay writing. As a result, there is still little evidence that comprehensively investigates the 

perspectives of students in Indonesian universities on the use of various AI tools, while combining 

data on their perspectives and measurable writing results. This study aims to examine students’ 
perspectives on the use of AI tools in academic essay writing and understand its role and impacts on 

the writing learning process. This study used a mixed methods approach with a sequential 

explanatory design. Quantitative data were obtained through a Likert scale questionnaire distributed 
to 80 students of the English Education Study Program at a private university in Surakarta, Indonesia, 

with 25 respondents actively participating. In addition, supporting data were obtained from the 

results of essay assessment using an analytic rubric as well as semi-structured interviews conducted 

with students with medium and high essay writing skills. Qualitative data were analyzed 
descriptively, while qualitative data were analyzed using thematic analysis to deepen and explain the 

quantitative findings. The results of this study show that most students have a positive perspective 

of the use of AI in essay writing. Students felt that AI could help them in creating essay outlines, 
checking grammar and sentence structure errors, making paragraphs more connected, and improving 

academic vocabulary. However, they are also aware of possible risks, such as over-reliance on AI 

that could affect their critical thinking and creativity. Therefore, students’ perspective of AI as a 
learning tools that can help in the writing process, but not as a substitute for their critical thinking 

and cognitive skills in academic writing.   

 

Keywords: 

Learning Technology, Artificial Intelligence (AI), Students’ Perspectives, Essay Writing, AI in 

education. 
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ABSTRAK 

Vriensca Ditya Musti Galih. A320220152. THE USE OF AI FOR ESSAY WRITING: 

UNIVERISTY STUDENTS’ PERSPECTIVES. Skripsi, Fakultas Keguruan dan Ilmu Pendidikan, 
Universitas Muhammadiyah Surakarta. Januari, 30 2026. 

Penggunaan aplikasi dan teknologi berbasis kecerdasan buatan (AI) dalam bidang pendidikan 

mengalami peningkatan yang siginifikan, terutama di kalangan mahasiswa. Kecerdasan buatan (AI) 

semakin banyak dimanfaatkan sebagai alat bantu dalam proses menulis akademik, termasuk 
penulisan esai, untuk mengatasi berbagai kesulitan seperti pengembangan ide, struktur tulisan, dan 

aspek kebahasaamn. Namun, meskipun sudah ada banyak penelitian tentang penulisan esai akademis 

yang dibantu oleh kecerdasan buatan (AI), sebagian besar penelitian tersebut dilakukan di negara-
negara Barat. Banyak dari penelitian ini menggunakan metode kualitatif dengan jumlah peserta yang 

trbatas, atau lebih menitikberatkan pada pandangan mahasiswa tanpa menghubungkannya dengan 

hasil nyata dari penulisan esai. Akibatnya, masih sedikit bukti yang secara menyeluruh menyelidiki 

sudut pandang mahasiswa di perguruan tinggi Indonesia tentang penggunaan berbagai alat 
kecerdasan buatan (AI), bersamaan dengan menggabungkan data tentang pandangan mereka dan 

hasil penulisan yang bisa diukur.  Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengkaji perspektif mahasiswa 

terhadap penggunaan alat AI dalam penulisan esai akademik serta memahami peran dan dampaknya 
terhadap proses pembelajaran menulis. Penelitian ini menggunakan metode campuran dengan desain 

sequensial eksplanatori. Data kuantitatif diperoleh melalui kuesionair skala likert yang disebarkan 

kepada 80 mahasiswa Program Studi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris di salah satu universitas swasta di 

Surakarta, Indonesia, dengan 25 responden yang berpartisipasi secara aktif. Selain itu, data 
pendukung diperoleh dari hasil penilaian esai menggunakan rubrik analitik serta wawancara semi-

terstruktur yang dilakukan kepada mahasiswa dengan kemampuan menulis esai pada kategori tinggi 

dan sedang. Analisis data kuantitatif dilakukan secara deskriptif, sedangkan data kuantitatif 
dianalisis menggunakan tematik untuk memperdalam dan menjelaskan temuan kuantitaiif. Hasil dari 

penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa, sebagian besar mahasiswa memiliki pandangan yang posistif 

terhadap penggunaan AI dalam menulis esai. Mahasiswa merasa bahwa AI dapat membantu mereka 
dalam menciptakan dan mengembangkan ide-ide, membuat kerangka esai, memeriksa kesalahan tata 

bahasa, dan strukur kalimat, membuat paragraf lebih terhubung, dan memperbaiki kosakata 

akademis. Meskipun begitu, mereka juga menyadari adanya kemungkinan risiko, seperti terlalu 

bergantung pada AI yang bisa memengaruhi kemampuan berpikir kritis dan kreatifitas mereka. Oleh 
karena itu, mahasiswa memandang AI sebagai alat bantu dalam proses menulis, tetapi bukan sebagai 

pengganti kemampuan berpikir kritis dan kognitif yang mereka miliki dalam menulis akademik. 

 

Kata kunci: 

Teknologi pebelajaran, Kecerdasan Buatan (AI), Pespektif Mahasiswa, Penulisan Essay, AI dalam 
Pendidikan.  
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