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MOTTO

“Life is challenging”
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ABSTRACT

Tia Kurnia Sari. S400230006. “IMPACTS OF VIRAL SONG DIE WITH A SMILE BY
BRUNO MARS AND LADY GAGA ON GEN Z NON-NATIVE ENGLISH SPEAKERS'
INTEREST IN LEARNING ENGLISH IN UNIVERSITIES IN SURAKARTA: ELEMENTS
OF LANGUAGE, FORMS OF LEARNING, & FOLLOW UP ACTIVITIES”. Thesis.
Magister of English Education. Graduate School of Universitas Muhammadiyah Surakarta.
2025

sarikurniawork@amail.com

This study aims to explore the impact of the viral song Die With a Smile on the English learning
interest of Generation Z non-native speakers at universities in Surakarta. Employing a
qualitative descriptive method, data were collected through interviews and literature review.
The findings reveal that the viral song influenced learning interest through four main aspects:
emotional engagement with the lyrics, curiosity about vocabulary, increased motivation for
informal learning, and reduced anxiety toward English. Song elements such as a catchy
melody, meaningful lyrics, uplifting messages, and unique vocal collaboration encouraged
vocabulary acquisition, pronunciation practice, and understanding of contextual expressions.
Participants’ follow-up learning activities included searching for lyrics and translations,
repeated singing, and exploring other English-language media. The results highlight that
popular music can serve as an effective and enjoyable language learning tool, particularly when
combining emotional involvement with linguistic practice in informal contexts.

Keywords: Die With a Smile, Gen Z students, Interest in Learning, Non-Native Speakers
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ABSTRAK

Tia Kurnia Sari. S400230006. “DAMPAK LAGU VIRAL DIE WITH A SMILE OLEH
BRUNO MARS DAN LADY GAGA TERHADAP MINAT GENERASI Z PENUTUR NON-
NATIF BAHASA INGGRIS DALAM MEMPELAJARI BAHASA INGGRIS DI
UNIVERSITAS-UNIVERSITAS DI SURAKARTA: UNSUR BAHASA, BENTUK
PEMBELAJARAN, & TINDAK LANJUT KEGIATAN™. Tesis. Magister Pendidikan Bahasa
Inggris. Sekolah Pascasarjana Universitas Muhammadiyah Surakarta. 2025

sarikurniawork@amail.com

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengeksplorasi dampak lagu viral Die With a Smile terhadap
minat belajar bahasa Inggris mahasiswa Generasi Z non-penutur asli di universitas-universitas
di Surakarta. Dengan menggunakan metode deskriptif kualitatif, data dikumpulkan melalui
wawancara dan kajian literatur. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa lagu viral tersebut
memengaruhi minat belajar melalui empat aspek utama: keterlibatan emosional dengan lirik,
rasa ingin tahu terhadap kosakata, peningkatan motivasi belajar secara informal, dan penurunan
kecemasan terhadap bahasa Inggris. Elemen-elemen lagu seperti melodi yang mudah diingat,
lirik yang bermakna, pesan yang membangkitkan semangat, serta kolaborasi vokal unik,
mendorong penguasaan kosakata, latihan pelafalan, dan pemahaman ungkapan kontekstual.
Tindak lanjut pembelajaran yang dilakukan peserta meliputi pencarian lirik dan terjemahan,
menyanyi berulang, serta mengeksplorasi media berbahasa Inggris lainnya. Temuan ini
menegaskan bahwa musik populer dapat berfungsi sebagai sarana pembelajaran bahasa yang
efektif dan menyenangkan, terutama ketika memadukan keterlibatan emosional dengan praktik
linguistik dalam konteks informal

Kata kunci: Die With a Smile, Mahasiswa Generasi Z, Minat Belajar, Non-Penutur Asli
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ATTACHMENTS

Stage 1 Questions for Informants

N

10.

11.

12.

Are you familiar with the song Die With A Smile sung by Bruno Mars and Lady Gaga?
How did you feel when you first listened to Die With A Smile? Was there any particular
part that caught your attention?

In your opinion, does this song influence your interest in learning English? If yes, how
does it affect you?

Before listening to this song, how interested were you in learning English? Did it
change after listening to the song?

Which part of Die With A Smile do you find the most impressive? (Lyrics, melody,
rhythm, emotions conveyed, etc.) Why?

Do you think the lyrics of Die With A Smile are easy to understand?

Have you tried to understand the lyrics of this song more deeply? If yes, how did you
do it?

Have you ever searched for the translation or meaning of the lyrics of this song? If yes,
did it help you understand English better?

Do you agree that Die With A Smile by Bruno Mars and Lady Gaga can be used as a
medium for learning English?

After listening to this song, did you do any activities to improve your English skills?
Please explain those activities. (For example, looking up new vocabulary, watching the
artists’ interviews, discussing the song with friends, etc.)

Do you feel more motivated to learn English after listening to this song? If yes, how
did you follow it up?

In your opinion, can English songs be an effective method of learning? Please explain

your reasons.

Stage 2 Questions for Informants

(Informants in Stage 2 are those who passed Stage 1)

1.

According to the questionnaire you filled out, you mentioned that you are familiar with
the song Die With A Smile. Could you describe that? For example, how often do you
listen to this song that makes you feel familiar with it, and where do you usually hear

or play this song?
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Is there any moment or particular reason that makes you personally like this song so
that it feels special to you?

From the whole song, what do you like the most? Is it the lyrics, or is there a particular
verse you really like? Or perhaps something else?

In the questionnaire you filled out, you mentioned that this song influences your interest
in learning English. Could you tell me more about this? For example, in what way does
it influence you?

. After listening to this song, do you find yourself listening to English songs more often
or even using English in your daily life?

. After listening to this song, have you experienced any changes in your perspective
toward English? For instance, perhaps before you thought English was just an ordinary
school subject that did not really matter for daily life.

In the questionnaire you filled out, you mentioned that there are some follow-up
activities you did after listening to this song. Could you share with me more details
about those activities?

In your opinion, can this song and songs in general be an interesting medium for

learning?
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