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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of The Study 

 

In the nowadays movie become the favourite entertain for any people.  Movie is the 

one kinds of literature fields. Several  expert have different argument about literature definition. 

Klarer (2023) define literature is referred is to as the entirety of written expression, with the 

restriction that not every written document can be categorized as literature in the more exact 

sense of the word. Based on Long (1854) stated that Literature is a representation of life. It 

reflects the society in which it is produced. The term literature is derived from the Latin word 

‘litaritura’ which means "writing organized with letters." We categorize literature by language, 

origin, historical time, genre, and topic matter. 

The literary work was not a vehicle for ideas, a mirror of social reality, or the 

embodiment of some transcendental truth: it was a tangible facts, the operation of which might 

be examined in the same way as a machine could according to (Eagleton, 1998). In addition 

Haugom Olsen (1982) stated that literary work is a verbal expression, a verbal construct, or an 

utterance, and that its particular character is determined by the unique manner it means. 

Movie as the one of literature framework consists of the expression of feeling such as 

experiences, motivation, idea, beliefs in the real description by using any language. A lot of 

movie writers make a story based on the reality, so movie can also represent various ideas about 

all of sides in human life.  The writer is interested in studying the social class  of movie. When 

people watching a movie, they are automatically can add our knowledge and feel the emotion 

of the film that related with social norm in human real life.  

Social class refers to a group of people within a society who take consideration in the 

same socioeconomic status. In 19th century, theory of social class wes elaborated as the modern 

socil sciences. According to Marx & Engels (1969) the social class formed by a particular mode 

of production that tend to initiated a particular form of animate political conflicts, sate and get 

about changes in the structure of society in majority. When we talk about social class it will be 

connected with Marxism’s theory. Marxims theory tell us about social values, social norms and 

equality. The Marxims concern with the current condition of several fields of life, such as 

political, economic, and social. In the literature, Marxims explained the perspective as to how 
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this theory effected on society or we can said that literature in Marxim’s explained the story of 

correlation between workers and parties.  

Marxism is a social, political, and economic theory named after the German 

philosopher and economist Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, who lived in the nineteenth 

century. His analysis delves into the historical impacts of capitalism on labor, productivity, and 

economic development. He argues that a shift to a communist economy necessitates a 

revolution led by the working class to replace the existing capitalist system. 

Marxims theory proposed as an argument that contra with capitalism and conflict of 

class. In this theory, the approached is according to the system of the capitalist and its demise. 

Capitalist divided into two classes, which are the bourgeoisie and proletariat (working class). 

The bourgeoisie it self defined as a business owner or controller of the production. The workers 

are the ones that usually asked to do a bourgeoisie class.  Its concluded that the bourgeoisie is 

the higher class and the workers are the lowest class. 

In 1997, the movie Titanic must be one of the most popular movies around the world 

until these day. The Titanic movie story is inspired by real story, which Titanic is the name of 

the biggest existing ship that stuck an iceberg and sink into the ocean. In the Titanic movie also 

tells about the love story between Rose and Jack which is come from different social classes. 

The movie also reflected on social inequality and social conflict.  

Rose is young girl which comes from the upper class and she is engaged to Caledon . 

Cal is the rich man whose comes from steel industry. As we know, in the fact Rose doesn’t 

really like him, even Cal is rich man. In the story, Rose is tired with her life and she wants to 

be independent and freedom. Meanwhile there is Jack, the poor man of third class that won his 

ship ticket because of poker games. Jack saves Rose’s life, its happen when jack prevented rose 

to suicide with jump into the ocean. After the event, between Jack and Rose knowing each 

other and they fall in love with each other. This romantic and cross class love highlights the 

conflict and inequality between different class In the movie conflict become a crucial thing that 

the authors wants to deliver successfully into the audience. The conflict can happen because of 

the interaction between two classes. Social interaction can happen when between first class and 

second class meet and greet with others in the society.  The social conflict can still happened 

in the real life because there are still classes exist in the society life. As we know, in the society 

life people will be divided into several  group of classification that is according to stratification.  
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The use of stratification  is to identify people, the identifying process can be done by 

seeing people stratification by economic background, education background and wealth. 

Stratification define as the level of group of people in the society. When people in society 

already consider their position in social class, the conflict of social class will still continue in 

general life, its because of the stratification in human society life such as family, religion, 

community and social status.  

. From the short explanation about Titanic movie above, most of people perished are 

from lower class. It is proven when the titanic hit an ice berg. From the conflict above, of course 

it is present the conflict with social class perspective. It can be seen when in the Titanic ship 

giving their main priority to the high class, and its make only the high class can survive in that 

tragedy in Titanic Movie and it become a problem in this research . 

In this research, the aims are to identify the indicators of social class in Titanic movie 

and to analyze implication of social class in the rescue policy when the ship sinks in the film 

Titanic. Rose represents a woman from an upper class who falls in love with Jake as a poor 

man. This fact represents that the two groups have separated. This research will also be carried 

out by displaying data from the film Titanic by analyzing the text/dialogue and background of 

the film which is the area of study in this research.  

 

B. Research Question 

1. What are the indicators of social class in titanic movie? 

2. How are the implication of social class in the rescue policy in titanic movie? 

 

C. Research Objective 

1. To identify the indicators of social class in titanic movie 

2. To analyze the implication of social class in the rescue policy in titanic movie 

 


