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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Humans are social beings who need communication with others. Communication is 

one of the important parts in social life. It can helps people to understand each other. In 

order to give good communication, people use a device to express the ideas or to deliver 

the information. This device is called language. Without language, people cannot interact 

with others. Language use is influenced by the situation and condition of the user. In official 

events, the language used tends to be formal such as weddings, religious activities, and 

government. Regarding with the informal language, when people communicate with each 

other, they may have different opinions, it caused dislike, anger, or disaffection. They tend 

to speak swear words to express their feelings. 

People believe that swearing helps to release tension when they are get feeling 

angry, annoyed, surprised, or frustrated. In some contexts, the use of swearing words may 

show affection, admiration, enthusiasm, endearment, solidarity, express trust and intimacy 

or even be used as a ‘style giver’. According to Jay (2000) swearing is the use of taboo 

language with the purpose of expressing the speaker’s emotional state and communicating 

that information to listeners. In contrast to most other speeches, swearing is primarily meant 

to convey connotative or emotional meaning; the meanings of the words themselves are 

primarily construed as connotative (Jay and Danks, 1977). 

Furthermore, swearing is considered a part of the language. It represents the culture 

where society lives and is used as a means of communication in their daily life. For instance, 

the American black community uses swearing words to complete the sentences they 

uttered, as they are normal words. Swearing words are expressed by the different 

communities in the different socio-cultural background. People assume swearing is a kind 

of response to something unexpected, upsetting, or painful. It is considered being rude, 

blasphemous, insulting, and offensive. The concept of swearing words is considered 

indecent and inappropriate in a polite context; however, it exists in most languages and 

cultures. 

Moreover, swear words are widely known by society as informal style in their daily 

conversation to express emotion, especially when they are angry or frustrated. In our 

society, these words become habitual utterances that are very easy to say to communicate 
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with each other. Positively, some people think about swear words are used as a 

solidarity orientation For example; a group of boys often call their neighbors without using 

their proper names. Instead, they call the neighbors with other names, such as asshole, 

bastard, and so on. They receive it as a habit and a sign that they are close enough in a 

relationship. Jay observes that some studies show men are less to use euphemisms publicly 

or privately (darn for damn, frig for fuck) and will use obscenities to signal group 

membership and to discourage outsiders from joining the group (Mercury, 1995: 35). 

Therefore, swearing words no longer become something taboo in their communication and 

make them closer as friends. 

The swearing words with language features are easily not only found in daily life, 

but also in the media both electronic and non-electronic, such as magazines, television, 

radio, movie, internet, and etc. Meanwhile, young people and children are getting more 

familiar with technology and getting more exposed to media. Men, women, and even 

children are familiar with swear words that occurred in those media. Hence, there is no 

limitation for people to use swear words. Swear words are not only spoken certain countries 

but also in every region. It has its own terms that are considered as swearing. Swear words 

are also spoken in English-speaking countries. There are many words that are considered 

as universal swear words. However, there are different terms between English variations. 

The examples of British swear words which often appeared in the movies are bloody hell 

and holy shit. Then, American films are regarded as offensive and they consist of many 

swearing words such as ‘shit’, ‘fuck’, ‘damn’, etc. Therefore, it might influence how people 

choose diction in daily life. 

 

The following example is the use of English swear words that commonly appear in 

society: 

Context Situation: Conversation among several male students in University before 

entering the class. 

Student A : What the hell is going on here guys? We supposed to have the next 

class, right?  

Student B : Oh, God, I’m so fucking tire!  

Student C : Shit! I totally forgot about that.  

Student A : Oh, damn it! We are going to late again guys. 
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The example above is an illustration of conversation using swear words that are 

often heard among male students in University or anywhere else. In the example above of 

swearing utterances such as Hell, fuck, shit, and damn is used not to show anger to others 

but to confirm friendship or solidarity to close people, but these utterance show to internal 

expressions or intentions on a particular message. This swearing word belongs to 

expletives, which the function is to put an emphasis or intensify the message being 

delivered. In addition, the swearing word “fuck” is considered one of the most flexible 

words in the English language. It can be used to describe a range of emotions; love, lust, 

pain, anger, surprise, success, failure, and many others. 

The study of using swear words in the movie had previously been done by many 

researchers, such as Shamala Paramasivam (2015) analyzed Swearing in English among 

Malaysian teenagers found that Malaysian female teenagers swear regularly using their 

favorite swear words, shit, damn, and hell for swearing. Octavia Wulandari (2017) talked 

about The Use of Swear Words in Pewdiepie’s Youtube Videos showed that there were 

five types of swear words. Dwi Rahmadi (2017) discuss about An Analysis of Swearing 

Words Used by Characters in Blood Father Movie. The types of swearing words found in 

this research are stand-alone functions, slot filler functions, and themes. 

The similarity between the three studies with the current research is discuss about 

swearing words, but the data sources and research objectives are different. The other 

previous studies can be seen on chapter 2 section previous study. This research includes 

sociolinguistic research, which is the study of language related to people's lives. The detail 

about theory can be seen on chapter 2 section underlying theory.  

The aim of analyzing swear words is to give the information for people on swear 

words such as the kinds of swear words usually uttered, the level of swear words from 

‘mild’ to ‘very-very bad’ or ‘maximally taboo’ such as the words ‘fuck’ and ‘cunt’, the 

meaning of every word, the reasons for swearing, etc. Thereby, people will have enough 

information or knowledge of swearing words for not using or uttering the ‘bad words’ in 

any place and time without knowing the reasons and the context or situation. 

Considering the explanation above and some phenomenon of swear words. The 

researcher is interested to carry out research on swearing words by using the movie of Bad 

Boys for Life 2020 as the object to be studied. This research is intended to find out the types 

of swear words in the movie and the reasons for swearing. Therefore, this research entitled 

English Swear Words Used in “Bad Boys for Life” Movie 2020. 
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B. Problem Statement 

Knowing the problem is the most important part in a research, the researcher 

decides some problems discussed here. The problems are formulated as follows: 

1. What are the types of English swear words used in “Bad Boys for Life” movie 2020? 

2. What are the reasons for using swear words in “Bad Boys for Life” movie 2020? 

 

C. Objectives of the Study 

Based on the problems above, the researcher formulates the objectives of the 

study as follows: 

1. To identify the types of English swear words used in “Bad Boys for Life” movie 2020. 

2. To describe the reasons for using swear words in “Bad Boys for Life” movie 2020. 

 

D. Benefits of the Study 

From this research, this study has the benefits that are divided into theoretical and 

practical benefits, they are as follows:  

1. Theoretically 

This research contributes to improving knowledge of swear words. This 

research is useful for readers to find out the reason of using swear words in the movie 

and classifying what are the types of swear words in the movie. 

2. Practical  Benefits 

a. Sociolinguistics Lecturer 

It is expected that the result of this research can give some references to 

the sociolinguistics lecturer on the identification of swear words and the usage of 

swear words. 

b. Movie Viewer 

It is expected that this research can give some information about English 

swear words and the reasons for using it them in the movie. 
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c. Future Researcher 

For the future researcher, it is expected that this research can add some information in the field 

of sociolinguistics study, particularly to carry out similar or further research about language 

styles such as swear words or slang. 

 


