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CHAPTER  I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of Study 

Literature reflects various experiences, ideas, passions, people in their daily lives 

which are expressed in various forms and styles of literary works. Since literature is sourced 

directly from human life, it can increase our knowledge and experience about human 

problems including values, morals, culture and humanity. Millar (1970:18) states, it also 

increases human knowledge or insight, enriches the soul and makes them more civilized. This 

can help them understand the conditions and qualities of others. Therefore, literature helps 

humans to develop, both personally and intellectually. This statement provides an objective 

basis for knowledge and understanding. Among other things connecting them with the wider 

cultural, philosophical and religious world of which they are a part. Novel is a particular type 

of literary work. It is mostly defined as a reflection of life or everything we find in real life. 

The novel reveals several aspects in it, namely justice, hatred and dissatisfaction. Because 

novels talk about human activities and describe what happens around them. Aristotle (384 BC 

– 322 BC) says, It is wrong to believe that a statesman is the same as the monarch of a 

kingdom, or the manager of a household or the master of a number of slaves. Humans who 

hold this view assume that each of these people is different from each other not in differences 

in type, but in the number and size of the people being cared for. In this view, the one who 

takes care of a few people is a master, the one who takes care of the more is the manager of 

the household and the one who takes care of the more and the manager of the household is a 

statesman, or a monarch. This view eliminates any real distinction between a large household 

and a small town. It also removes the distinction between statesmen and monarchs on the fact 

that the latter has an uncontrolled and singular authority, while the former exercises his 

authority according to the rules dictated by the art of statesmanship and as a man who rules, 

he is in turn governed. But this is a view that cannot be accepted as correct. 

At first glance, this novel raises the story of injustice in the government system in the 

past and raises the ideas of intellectuals to move towards changes that may be for the better. 

At the beginning of the novel the reader is treated to a statement from Alexander Herzen 

which reads "This man was born not from an ordinary star, but under a comet". This seems to 

make the reader himself curious because the quote seems to be alive. 
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In the second paragraph, Paul Avrich (1970:5) says that Mikhail Bakunin as the 

author as well as the main character in the novel was the champion and driver of the 

revolutionary movement at that time. He was also known among European workers and 

intellectuals as Karl Marx, as a contender for the leadership of the First International 

organization. 

Based on the aspects above, the writer observes and analyzes God And The State by 

Mikhail Bakunin. Based on this, the writer is interested in reviewing the struggle of the main 

character in God And The State because of his opinion that the class struggle must begin with 

one's own freedom. So the writer chose this novel because it refutes the suggestion that the 

social contract will lead to security and harmony in the state. However, this is deemed 

inappropriate, the social contract will lead to arbitrariness, and will even lead to a system of 

human slavery. 

The author chooses aspects of the main character of God and The State based on 

various considerations from accurate sources and from previous writers. That the main 

character has interesting ideas in the revolutionary movement to review. 

 B. Problem Statement 

Based on the description of the research background above, there are several problem 

formulations that can be formulated as follows. 

1. What are the struggles of the main characters in the novel God And The State? 

2. How is the main character's struggle to get his human rights and freedom? 

C. Objective of The Research 

In connection with the formulation of the problem, the authors set the research objectives as 

follows: 

1. Knowing the types of class struggle in the novel God And The State. 

2. Knowing the struggle of the main character to get human rights and freedom. 

D. Significance of The Research  

This research has practical meaning. Practically, this research is useful for students 

and readers. For students, this research can help them to have an understanding of the 
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struggles of workers and low-level people to get their rights as statesmen and criticize bad 

politics. For readers, this research aims to help understand that social inequality does exist, 

even dominates the state to enslave humans. By applying the class struggle in the novel God 

And The State, the reader will be more flexible and critical in dealing with political 

conditions that are getting worse day by day. bad. 

E. Scope of The Research 

This research only focuses on the struggle of Mikhail Bakunin as a revolutionary class 

struggle which is written in his own book entitled God And The State. The author analyzes 

the various struggles of the lower strata of the class and intellectuals using Bakunin's theory 

and how the main character struggles to get human rights, intellectual freedom and uses 

Aristotle's theory in the novel God And The State. 

 

 

 

 

 


