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PHILEAS FOGG’S CHARACTERIZATION IN JULIUS VERNE’S 

AROUND THE WORLD IN EIGHTY DAYS 

 

Abstrak 

 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk 1) mengidentifikasi karakterisasi Phileas Fogg 

menggunakan teori personality traits oleh Costa dan McCrae. 2) menganalisa 

karakterisasi Phileas Fogg di dalam novel Around the World in Eighty Days. 

Penelitian ini menggunakan pendekatan psikologi. Penelitian ini termasuk dalam 

penelitian kualitatif yang berfokus karakterisasi tokoh Phileas Fogg pada novel 

dengan menganalisa dialog, monolog dan narasi dari penulis novel. Peneliti 

menemukan bahwa Phileas Fogg memiliki nilai yang tinggi pada 

Conscientiousness, Agreeableness dan Openness to Experience namun Phileas 

Fogg memiliki nilai yang rendah pada 2 sifat lainnya. Penelitian ini juga 

menyimpulkan bahwa Phileas Fogg merupakan tokoh utama dalam novel tersebut. 

Phileas Fogg merupakan tokoh utaman yang memiliki latar belakang yang dalam 

sehingga membuat Phileas Fogg layak sebagai round character. Perubahan pada 

tokoh Phileas Fogg juga membuatnya memenuhi syarat sebagai tokoh dinamik. 

 

Kata Kunci: Karakterisasi, Phileas Fogg, Pendekatan Psikologi 

 

Abstract 

 

This study aims to 1) identify characterization of Phileas Fogg viewed from 

personality traits theory by Costa and McCrae. 2) analyze how characterization of 

Phileas Fogg presented in the novel titled Around the World in Eighty Days.  The 

study used the psychological approach. The method of this study was qualitative 

research that focused on Phileas Fogg’s characterization in the novel by analyzing 

the dialogues, monologues, and the narration by the author. The study found that 

Phileas Fogg had strong value in Conscientiousness, Agreeableness and Openness 

to Experience while he had low value in other two personality traits. The study 

concluded that Phileas Fogg is the protagonist and the main character of the novel. 

Phileas Fogg also a major character who had deep background stories which 

qualified him as a round character. The changes in Phileas Fogg in the novel 

qualifies him as a dynamic character.  

 

Keyword: Characterization; Phileas Fogg; Psychological Approach 

 
1. INTRODUCTION 

Anything written could be referred as a literary work (Barnet et al., 2005). There 

were so many things we could learn from literary works. Novels, movies, and 

poets were the examples of literary product. Literary production is the form of 

human wish to leave their trace through creative expression (Klarer, 2013). There 
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are several branches in Literature. One of the branches in Literature is psychology. 

Literature and psychology could never be separated from each other. Nowadays, 

majority of the psychologist would define psychology as “the science of behavior 

and mental process” (Henriques, 2011). It also refers to the application of such 

knowledge in human activity (Heffernan, 2005). There were lots of literary works 

that based on author psychological condition as well as their experiences. Lahey 

(2012) stated that the earliest origins of the psychology study could be track down 

from the one of the ancient Greek philosophers, Aristotle. Aristotle studied about 

how human lives their everyday life. He also studied about how human interacting 

with each other.  

Character is the core component of humanity (Pradhan, 2009). In a story, 

character could be considered as one of the most important elements. Every figure 

in a movie, novel, and drama could be called character. Every figure in a novel 

has their own characteristic. While the characterization is describing the physical 

as well as mental behavior of each character. There are two ways of 

characterization; direct and indirect characterization. In direct characterization, the 

author would make a statement in the story which explain the character physic as 

well as personalities while in indirect characterization, the personalities of each 

character would be revealed through plot of the story.  

In 2015, Aras studied about the relation between psychology and literature in 

his Personality and Individual Differences: Literature in Psychology – 

Psychology in Literature (Aras, 2015). In this work he tried to discuss personality 

and individual differences using various studies from writers, philosopher, 

psychologist, and psychiatrist. He concluded that both literature and psychology 

had a strong correlation. Both studies deal with human reactions, perceptions, 

wishes, miseries, fears, desires, and conflict using various means and method. 

In 2019, Abdillah made a journal titled Passepartout‘s Defense Mechanism 

Reflected in Julius Verne‘s Around the World in Eighty Days (Abdillah, 2019). The 

study discussed character Jean Passepartout in the novel. The study focused on 

describing the cause of Jean Passepartout undergoing defense mechanism using 

psychoanalysis theory by Sigmund Freud. The method of the research was library 
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research method. The main data of the research was the novel by Julius Verne 

while the secondary data were various journal, articles, and books related to the 

study. The result revealed that Jean Passepartout experienced conflict between ego 

and super ego known as reality, neurotic, and moral anxiety 

The novel Around the World in Eighty Days was very a popular and adapted 

several times. Some researchers also conducted a study about this novel. One of 

them was the research from Grossman in 2013 titled “The character of a global 

transport infrastructure: Jules Verne‘s Around the World in Eighty Days‖ which 

confirm public opinion about character of global transportation infrastructure on 

Verne’s novel. The topic about Phileas Fogg characterization had not been 

concluded yet which made this topic the novelty of this research.  

The characterization of Mr. Fogg in Around the World in Eighty Days is 

unique. His confidence and his perception were his best weapon. He predicted 

everything that could happen along the way as well as the time that will consumed 

for each action of his. It was like the world was in the back of his hand. In this 

study, the writer will try to identify Phileas Fogg characterization viewed from 

personality traits theory by Costa and McCrae. The writer would also try to 

analyze the characterizations of Phileas Fogg that are presented in the 

monologues, dialogues, and narration by the author.  

2. METHOD 

This study was categorized as literary research. Literary research is a study on 

literary works using formal methods and theories. This study will use 

psychological approach to analyze the novel titled Around the World in Eighty 

Days. This study tried to identify the characterization of Phileas Fogg in the novel 

using theory proposed by Paul and Costa. The theory proposed 5 different traits of 

personality which would determine one’s personalities.  

In this study, the writer will use document analysis as the method of this 

study. Document analysis is a systematic procedure for evaluating documents 

(Bowen, 2009). To get the relevant data, the writer reads the work carefully. The 

writer tried to understand comprehensively by giving some marks in the novel and 

write down the important parts that related to the topic. After that, the data would 
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be classified and used for the discussion. The writer uses qualitative research to 

answer the question provided in the research question. It requires the writer to 

analyze the characterization of Phileas Fogg in the novel deeply.  

3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

The personality traits theory by Paul and McCrae was widely known as the “Big 

Five”. It refers to five personality traits that was proposed in the theory. The traits 

in the “Big Five” are conscientiousness, agreeableness, openness to experience, 

neuroticism, and extroversion.  

3.1 Phileas Fogg’s Characteristics Viewed from Personality Traits Theory by Costa 

and McCrae 

In this study, the writer found that Phileas Fogg has high value in Conscientiousness, 

Agreeableness, and Openness to Experience. These were showed by Phileas Fogg’s 

very strong confidence in himself and his knowledge. He was Generous and Honest. 

In the other hand, Phileas Fogg has lower value in the other two personality traits.  

3.1.1 Phileas Fogg Conscientiousness 

Conscientiousness refers to the self-control ability. As the writer analyzed the 

characterization of Phileas Fogg, the writer found that Phileas Fogg has high 

value in Conscientiousness. It was shown by Phileas Fogg’s high confidence 

in dealing with matter. He seems to know about everything that would happen 

and how things happen.  

―All included,‖ calmy retorted Fogg adding as he threw down the cards; 

―Two trumps.‖ 

Stuart, whose turn it was to deal, gathered them up, and went on. ―You are 

right, theoretically, Mr. Fogg, but practically—" 

―Practically also, Mr. Stuart.‖ 

―I‘d like to see you do it in eighty days.‖ 

―It depends on you. Shall we go?‖ 

The conversation between Phileas Fogg and Stuart, a member of Reform 

Club above was found in page 26-27. The conversations occurred when 

Phileas Fogg was playing cards with Reform Club members. The group talked 

about Phileas Fogg’s statement. Phileas Fogg stated that travelling around the 

world in eighty days is possible. The members of the Reform Club were in 
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doubt. They think that Phileas Fogg’s statement was full of loopholes, but 

Phileas Fogg was super confident with his statement.  

―When I say I‘ll wager,‖ returned Stuart, ―I mean it.‖  

―All right,‖ said Mr. Fogg; and, turning to the others, he continued: ―I 

have a deposit of twenty thousand at Baring‘s which I will willingly risk 

upon it.‖ 

―Twenty thousand pounds!‖ cried Sullivan. ―Twenty thousand pounds, 

which you would lose by a certain single accidental delay!‖ 

―Unforeseen does not exist,‖ quietly replied Phileas Fogg.‖ 

―But, Mr. Fogg, eighty days are only the estimate of the least possible time 

in which the journey can be made.‖ 

―A well-used minimum suffices for everything.‖ 

―But, in order to not exceed it, you must jump mathematically from the 

trains upon the streamers, and from the streamers upon the trains again.‖  

―I will jump—mathematically.‖  

―You are joking.‖ 

The conversation between Phileas Fogg and the members of Reform Club 

above was found in page 28. The conversation above show how confident 

Phileas Fogg in his statement. He still believes that he could finish a journey 

around the world in eighty days despite the challenges he may face on the 

way. Stuart was enraged, he proposed the bet between him and Phileas Fogg. 

Phileas Fogg agreed to the bet while other members tried to persuade the two 

to dismiss the bet.  

3.1.2 Phileas Fogg Agreeableness 

Agreeableness is the tendency of someone to corporate. Agreeable people tend 

to be kind, generous, trustful, and compassionate. The writer found out that 

Phileas Fogg has high value in Agreeableness. The author narrated Phileas 

Fogg as an honest Englishman, noble, useful, and generous.  

Was Phileas Fogg rich? Undoubtedly. But those who know him best could 

not imagine how he had made his fortune, and Mr. Fogg was the last 

person to whom to apply the information. He was not lavish, nor, on the 

contrary, avaricious; for, whenever he knew that money he needed for a 

noble, useful, or benevolent purpose, he supplied it quietly and sometimes 

anonymously. 

The narration by the author above was found in page 10. The author 

described the characteristics of Phileas Fogg in his narration. Phileas Fogg 
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was not lavish. He tends to hide his generosity from the public. The author 

described Phileas Fogg as benevolent, generous, and avaricious. People with 

high value in agreeableness tend to be generous, kind, warm, and benevolent. 

The fact that Phileas Fogg is generous and benevolent shows that Phileas Fogg 

has high value in agreeableness.   

―Parsee,‖ said he to the guide, ―you have been serviceable and devoted. I 

have paid for your services, but not for your devotion. Would you like to 

have this elephant? He is yours.‖ 

The guide‘s eyes glistened. 

―Your honour is giving me a fortune!‖ cried he. 

―Take him, guide,‖ returned Mr. Fogg, ―and I shall still be your debtor.‖ 

―Good!‖ exclaimed Passepartout. Take him, friend. Kiouni is a brave and 

faithful beast.‖ And, going up to the elephant, he gave him several lumps 

of sugar, ―Here, Kiouni, here, here.‖ 

The conversation above was found in page 104. To reach Allahabad, 

Phileas Fogg needs to buy an elephant and hire a guide. The guide that Phileas 

Fogg found was a young Parsee. Phileas Fogg was satisfied with the young 

Parsee’s service. He decided to give the elephant he just bought to Parsee as a 

token of appreciation. The Parsee was touched by Phileas Fogg’s generosity. 

This action of Phileas Fogg shows that Phileas Fogg is a generous person.  

―Ah, my master! my master!‖ 

―You here?‖ 

―Myself.‖ 

―Very well; let us go to the streamer, young man!‖ 

The conversation above between Phileas Fogg and his servant, 

Passepartout, shows that Phileas Fogg was a forgiving person. Passepartout 

was drunk and forget to inform Mr. Fogg about the ship reschedule resulted 

Phileas Fogg to be left by the ship. Phileas Fogg needs to find a way another 

way to go to Yokohama Phileas Fogg managed to reach Yokohama by paying 

a huge price. Despite these facts, when Mr. Fogg found Passepartout, he did 

not blame his servant, but he directly asks him to join him.  

3.1.3 Openness to experience of Phileas Fogg 

Openness to experience was the tendency to seek outs and experience thing 

new for their own sake. Phileas Fogg always shows his confidence in his 
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understanding about the world, but he still opens himself to learn something 

new. 

―A suttee,‖ returned the general, ―is a human sacrifice, but a voluntary 

one. The woman you have seen will be burned to-morrow at the dawn of 

the day.‖ 

―Oh, the scroundels!‖ cried Passepartout, who could not repress his 

indignation. 

―And the corpse?‖ asked Mr. Fogg. 

―Is that of the prince, her husband.‖ said the guide; ―an independent 

rajah of Bundelcund.‖ 

―Is it possible,‖ resumed Phileas Fogg, his voice betraying not the least 

emotion, ―that these barbarous customs still exist in India, and that the 

English have been unable to put a stop to them?‖ 

―These sacrifices do not occur in the larger portion of India,‖ replied Sir 

Francis; ―but we have no power over these savage territories, and 

especially here in Bundelcund. The whole district north of the Vindhias is 

the theatre of incessant murders and pillage.‖ 

Although Phileas Fogg had some eccentric characteristics, Phileas Fogg 

was a normal human. He always acts like he knows everything, but he will 

show his curious side when he learns something new. The conversation above 

found in page 88 shows Mr. Fogg’s curious side. Phileas Fogg just learned that 

certain barbaric ritual still existed in India. The barbaric ritual was called 

Suttee. Suttee is a voluntary sacrificial ceremony, but Phileas Fogg and his co. 

found that the woman who would be sacrificed in the ritual was forced by the 

tribe members. Phileas Fogg thought that under the rule of English, India had 

become civilized. This fact brings out Phileas Fogg’s curious side. 

3.1.4 Extraversion/ Introversion of Phileas Fogg 

Extraversion people are those who directed their energy outward while 

Introversion people directed their energy inward. The writer found that Phileas 

Fogg had low value in Extroversion viewed by the fact that Phileas Fogg’s 

always does the same routine and meet the same people every single day. His 

social circle was limited to the members of Reform Club.  

He was, in short, the least communicative men. He talked very little, and 

seemed all the more mysterious for his taciturn manner. His daily habits 

were quite open to observation; but whatever he did was so exactly the 
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same thing that he had always done before, that he wits of the curious 

were fairly puzzled. 

The narration by the author above was found in page 10. The narration 

described Phileas Fogg as an Introversion. Introversion people rarely talks to 

other people. They have narrow social life. They rarely had any interactions 

with a stranger. Phileas Fogg also had taciturn manner which was one of the 

characteristics that could be found in introversion people.  

―At least,‖ said Aouda, ―want should not overtake a man like you. Your 

friends—" 

―I have no friends, madam." 

―Your relatives—‖ 

―I have no longer any relatives‖ 

―I pity you, then, Mr. Fogg, for solitude is a sad thing, with no heart to 

which to confide your griefs. They say, though, that misery itself, shared by 

two sympathetic souls, may be borne with patience.‖ 

―They say so, madam.‖ 

The conversation above between Phileas Fogg and Aouda was found in 

page 285. Phileas Fogg clearly explains his current situation to Aouda. Phileas 

Fogg had no relative and no friend. He lives alone. His daily life was on 

schedule. This statement of Mr. Fogg proves himself as an introversion who 

directed his energy toward himself.  

3.1.5 Neuroticism of Phileas Fogg 

Neuroticism is an emotional disposition or the propensity to experience 

negative emotions such as anger, irritated, dissatisfied, stressed, etc. People 

with high neuroticism tend to be moody and easily irritated, while people with 

low neuroticism tend to be mentally stable and composed. Phileas Fogg rarely 

shows his emotion. He always wore his cold face whenever he faces 

challenges, but Phileas Fogg still shows his anger when someone crossed his 

value. 

―Yankee!‖ exclaimed Mr. Fogg, darting a contemptuous look at the 

ruffian. 

―Englishmen!‖ returned the other. ―We will meet again!‖ 

―When you please.‖ 

―What is your name?‖ 

―Colonel Stamp Proctor.‖ 
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The human tide now swept by, after overturning Fix, who speedily got 

upon his feet again, though with tattered clothes. Happily, he was not 

seriously hurt. His travelling overcoat was divided into two equal parts, 

and his trousers resembled those of certain Indians, which fit less 

compactly than they are easy to put on. Aouda had escaped unharmed, and 

Fix alone bore marks of the fray in his black and blue bruises.  

Mr. Fogg tends to avoid trouble since he needs to finish his trip soon. The 

conflict on page 200 above was the first time Phileas Fogg shows such rich 

emotion. He was angry. It was because someone almost hit him, but Mr. Fix 

takes the blow. Naturally, Phileas Fogg was angry at the penetrator. Even if 

Phileas Fogg could be angered by Colonel Stamp Proctor’s action, it does not 

mean that he had high value in neuroticism. It was because the fact that he 

rarely gets angry and never blames anyone.  

―My master! Mr. Fogg!‖ he cried, ―why do you not curse me? It was my 

fault that ---‖  

―I blame no one,‖ returned Phileas Fogg, with perfect calmness. ―Go!‖ 

Passepartout left the room, and went to find Aouda, to whom he delivered 

his master‘s massage. 

Passepartout decided to face Phileas Fogg. Passepartout blaming himself 

about the fact that he might the one who caused Phileas Fogg lost the bet. 

Passepartout believe that if he told Phileas Fogg about Mr. Fix, Phileas Fogg 

should be able to win the bet. Phileas Fogg did not blame Passepartout. This 

fact shows that Phileas Fogg had low value in neuroticism. People with high 

value in neuroticism tends to be a blaming person and Phileas Fogg is not a 

blaming person.  

3.2 The Ways Phileas Fogg Characterization Presented in the Work.  

Characters could be categorized based on their roles in the story. In this study, the 

writer found several Phileas Fogg’s kinds of character presented in the novel. The 

kinds of character are as follow:  

3.2.1 Phileas Fogg as a Protagonist Character 

A main character is the center of a story. In Julius Verne’s Around the World in 

Eighty Days, Phileas Fogg was dominating the story. The story was begun 

with the bet between Phileas Fogg and his clubmates. He was the character 
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that appeared the most in the novel, so Phileas Fogg was the main character in 

this novel.   

―Yes, in eighty days!‖ exclaimed Stuart who in in his excitement made a 

false deal. ―But that doesn‘t take account bad weather, contrary winds, 

shipwrecks, railway accidents, and so on.‖ 

―All included,‖ returned Phileas Fogg, continuing play despite the 

discussion. But suppose the Hindoos or Indians pull up the rails,‖ replied 

Stuart; ―suppose they stop the trains, pillage the luggage-vans, and scalp 

the passengers!‖ 

―All included,‖ calmy retorted Fogg adding as he threw down the cards; 

―Two trumps.‖ 

Stuart, whose turn it was to deal, gathered them up, and went on. ―You are 

right, theoretically, Mr. Fogg, but practically—" 

―Practically also, Mr. Stuart.‖ 

―I‘d like to see you do it in eighty days.‖ 

―It depends on you. Shall we go?‖ 

The conversation above found in pages 26-27 shows that Phileas Fogg was 

the main character as well as the protagonist of the story. The conversation 

was focused on Phileas Fogg’s statement that travelling around the world in 

eighty days is possible. The other clubmates was not convinced. They believe 

that it was not possible, but Phileas Fogg dismissed their opinions. He still 

believes that it was possible.  

Phileas Fogg, then, had won the twenty thousand pounds; but, as he had 

spent nearly nineteen thousand on the way, the pecuniary gain was small. 

His object was, however, to be victorious, and not to win money. He 

divided the one thousand pounds that remained between Passepartout and 

the unfortunate Fix, against whom he cherished no grudge. He deducted, 

however, from Passepartout‘s share the cost of the gas which had burned 

his room for nineteen hundred and twenty hours, for the sake of regularity.  

The narration in the page 294-295 above showed that Phileas Fogg had 

won the bet. He won 20.000 pounds with the cost nearly 19.000 pounds. 

Phileas Fogg’s actual gains was a little more than 1000 pounds. Phileas Fogg 

was still happy. His main objection was not the money, but to prove his 

opinion. He divided the 1000 pounds he got for Passepartout, his loyal 

subordinate and Mr. Fix.  

3.2.2 Phileas Fogg as a Major Character 
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A major character was the character that played a huge role or an important 

role in a story. Main character is a major character, but major characters is not 

necessarily become the main character. The development of a story would be 

based on the interactions these major characters.  

MR. PHILEAS FOGG lived, in 1872, at No. 7, Saville Row, Burlington 

Gardens, the house in which Sheridan died in 1814. He was one of the 

most noticeable members of the Reform Club, though he seemed always to 

avoid attracting attention; an enigmatical personage, about whom little 

was known. People said that he resembled Byron—at least that his head 

was Byronic; but he was bearded, tranquil Byron, who might live on a 

thousand years without growing old.  

Narration by the author above was found in the page 9. Here, author 

explained the background of Phileas Fogg. Through this narration, the writer 

found that Phileas Fogg was lived in a Saville Row, Burlington Garden. The 

author also narrates Phileas Fogg’s habits and how people saw him. Through 

this narration, the writer found that Phileas Fogg physique was resembled 

Byron, especially his head and he was bearded. Phileas Fogg is very calm as if 

he would never be aging in his entire life.  

Phileas Fogg was not known to have either wife or children, which may 

happen to the most honest people; either relatives or near friends, which is 

certainly more unusual. He lived alone in his house in Saville Row, wither 

none penetrated. A single domestic sufficed to serve him. He breakfasted 

and dined at the club, at hours mathematically fixed, in the same room, at 

the same table, never taking his meals with other members, much less 

bringing a guest with him; and went home exactly midnight, only retire 

once to bed.  

The narration above was found in page 12. Phileas Fogg did not have any 

relatives, friends, and family. He only had one servant to serve him in his 

house. Phileas Fogg also had a fixed schedule. He never comes lates and never 

comes earlier to the Reform Club. He always arrived at the same exact time as 

usual and arrived at home at exact midnight. Phileas Fogg also prefers to eat 

alone in the same table that he always uses. He never joined another table or 

invites his clubmates to eat with him.  

Phileas Fogg was a member of the Reform Club, and that was all. 
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The way in which he got admission to this exclusive club was simple 

though.  

He was recommended by the Barings, with whom he had an open credit. 

His cheques were regularly paid at sight from his account current, which 

was always flush.   

The only club that Phileas Fogg joined was the Reform Club. Reform Club 

was an exclusive club. The narration in page 10 above described that Phileas 

Fogg was recommended by the Barings. The Barings recommended Phileas 

Fogg because Phileas Fogg’s credit in Barings was always flush. This also 

indicates that Phileas Fogg is a rich person.  

The indicator of whether a character is a major character or not was the 

details description about that character by the author’s narration or in the 

monologues and dialogues between the characters. The narration by the author 

above shows that Phileas Fogg is a major character because only major 

characters had such detail information about their background.   

3.2.3 Phileas Fogg as a Dynamic Character 

A dynamic character was the character who undergone a significant change in 

the story. The change of a dynamic character includes the change in 

understanding, commitment, emotion, and values. The change in physical or 

appearances did not determine a character as a dynamic character unless it 

resulted in emotional change. Phileas Fogg is a dynamic character because he 

undergone some emotional changes in the novel.  

―At least,‖ said Aouda, ―want should not overtake a man like you. Your 

friends—" 

―I have no friends, madam." 

―Your relatives—‖ 

―I have no longer any relatives.‖ 

The conversation above between Phileas Fogg and Aouda was found in 

page 285. In the conversation, Aouda tried to comfort Phileas Fogg by using 

the word friends and relatives, but Phileas Fogg stated that he had no friends 

or relatives. Phileas Fogg statements were describing his life before the trip. 

He used to be a closed man with only few people in his life. He never changes 
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his habits before the trip hence his social life was limited to the people in 

Reform Club.  

―Mr. Fogg,‖ said Aouda, rising and seizing his hand, ―do you wish at 

once a kinswoman and friend? Will you have me as your wife?‖ 

Mr. Fogg, at this, rose in his turn. There was an unwanted light in his eyes, 

and a slight trembling of his lips. Aouda looked into his face. The sincerity, 

rectitude, firmness, and sweetness of this soft glance of a noble woman, 

who could dare all to save him to whom she owed all, at first astonished, 

then penetrated him. When he opened them again,―I love you!‖ he said 

simply. ―Yes, by all that is holiest, I love you, and I am entirely yours.‖   

―Ah!‖ cried Aouda, pressing his hand to her heart.  

The statement above by Phileas Fogg was found in page 286. Phileas Fogg 

stated his love for Aouda which was unusual for Phileas Fogg. Phileas Fogg 

had a unique personality in which he rarely shows any emotion in his entire 

life. The action of Phileas Fogg stated his love for Aouda qualify Phileas Fogg 

as a dynamic character.  

―Pardon me, madam; my fortune belongs to you. If you had not suggested 

our marriage, my servant would not have gone to the Reverend Samuel 

Wilson‘s, I should not have been appraised of my error, and—" 

―Dear Mr. Fogg!‖ said the young woman. 

―Dear Aouda!‖ replied Phileas Fogg. 

Phileas Fogg, Passepartout, and Aouda thought that Phileas Fogg had lost 

the bet, but he was not. Mr. Fogg miscalculated the time which resulted in him 

thinking that he lost while he still had a day remained. Phileas Fogg becomes 

aware of his miscalculation when Passepartout told him about it after 

Passepartout went back from Reverend Samuel Wilson’s place.  

Phileas Fogg believes that Aouda was the one who deserve the money. It 

was because Passepartout went to Reverend Samuel Wilson’s place and 

learned about the Phileas Fogg miscalculation was due to Aouda suggesting 

the marriage.  Phileas Fogg asked Aouda about the marriage. Aouda 

interrupted Mr. Fogg’s words by confessing her love. Phileas Fogg also 

confesses his love to Aouda. Phileas Fogg who never felt any attachment with 

other people finally found his love, Aouda.  

3.2.4 Phileas Fogg as a Round Character 
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Round characters were the characters that have complex and specific 

characteristics. Their characterizations were close to imitate real life. Usually, 

they possess both good and bad personalities. Their action was often 

unpredictable. As a round character in the novel, Phileas Fogg undergone 

many changes in his life. In the beginning, Phileas Fogg’s life was bland and 

predictable. While after he started the trip, his life becomes more colorful with 

conflict, friendship, and love.  

Certainly an Englishman, it was more doubtful whether Phileas Fogg was 

a Londoner. He was never seen on ‗Change, nor at the Bank, nor in the 

counting-rooms of the ―City‖; no ships ever came into London docks of 

which he was the owner; he had no public employment; he had never 

entered at any of the Inns of Court, either at the Temple, or Lincoln‘s Inn, 

or Gray‘s Inn; nor had his voice ever resounded in Court of Chancery, or 

in the Ex-chequer, or the Queen Bench, or the Ecclesiastical Courts. He 

certainly was not a manufacturer; nor was he a merchant or a gentleman 

farmer. His name was strange to the scientific and learned societies, and 

he never knows to take part in the sage deliberations of the Royal 

Institutions, the Artisan‘s Association, or the Institution of Art and 

Sciences. He belonged, in fact, to none of the numerous societies which 

swarm in the Entomologists, founded mainly for the purpose of abolishing 

pernicious insects. 

Phileas Fogg was an Englishman, but whether he was a Londoner or not 

was still questionable. The narration above that was found in page 9-10 

described Phileas Fogg lack of appearance in public. He never seen in the 

Bank. He had no ship and no public employment. He never entered any 

Temples or any Inns. He had no ties with any Institutions and Associations. 

Phileas Fogg was a closed man that rarely appeared in public. 

He was, in short, the least communicative men. He talked very little, and 

seemed all the more mysterious for his taciturn manner. His daily habits 

were quite open to observation; but whatever he did so was so exactly the 

same thing that he had always done before, that the wits of the curious 

were fairly puzzled. 

The narration by the author above was found in page 10-11. The author 

tried to explain to the readers about Phileas Fogg’s personalities. Phileas 

Fogg’s habits and manners puzzled people around him. He always done 

everything that he had always done before. He never changes his habits, his 
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demeanors or even his steps when he walks. This detailed background of 

Phileas Fogg by the author qualifies Phileas Fogg as a round characters.  

3.3 Discussion 

The novel titled Around the World in Eighty days was written by Julius Verne in 

1872. The original language of the novel was French. The original title of the 

novel was Le Tour du monde en quatre-vingts jours. In 1873, the English version 

of the novel was released. This novel was one of the most famous novels at the 

time. The novel also adapted into various works such as movie, comic, games, 

and cartoon.  

In this research, the writer found that Phileas Fogg had high value in 

conscientiousness. Conscientiousness was the traits of someone who had high 

ability to self-control. Usually, people with had value in conscientiousness would 

become more successful than the others. The Conscientiousness of Phileas Fogg 

were shown by Phileas Fogg’s attitudes. He always confident with himself.  

Phileas Fogg had high value in agreeableness. An agreeable people have 

tendency to be kind, trustful, and generous. In this research, the writer found that 

Phileas Fogg is a generous person. He helps people in need secretly. He also helps 

other when his help was needed.  

Phileas Fogg had high value in openness to experience. People who had high 

value in openness to experience tend to be more curious. Although Phileas Fogg 

rarely shows his emotion, Phileas Fogg always tries to learn new things. Phileas 

Fogg always reads a newspaper in the morning. He also had massive knowledge 

crafted in his head meaning that he loves to learn.  

Phileas Fogg had low value in Neuroticism. People with high value in 

neuroticism have tendency to experience negative emotions. Phileas Fogg rarely 

shows his negative emotion. In the face of challenges and obstacles, he did not 

panic. Phileas Fogg forgives Mr. Fix even though Mr. Fix had deceived him and 

hindering him from winning the bet. Mr. Fogg did not blame Passepartout even 

though Passepartout did some stupid things which increases the difficulty of 

Phileas Fogg’s journey.   
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Phileas Fogg had low value in extraversion. People with low value in 

extraversion could be considered as introversion people. Extraverts are the people 

who directed their energy outward while introverts directed their energy inwards. 

Introverts tend to be quite and timid while extroverts tend to be bold and active. 

Phileas Fogg did not have any relatives and friends. He closes himself from 

everyone. His only playmates were the people in Reform Club. Phileas Fogg is an 

introversion person.  

In this research, the writer found that Phileas Fogg is the main character as 

well as the protagonist of the novel. Phileas Fogg dominates the story. Julius 

Verne described Phileas Fogg’s background in great details which qualify Mr. 

Fogg as a major character. The description of Phileas Fogg by the author was 

lifelike which qualify Mr. Fogg as a round character. In the beginning of the 

movie, Phileas Fogg was a closed man, but in the end of the movie Phileas Fogg 

his loved one, Aouda. This fact qualifies Phileas Fogg as a dynamic character. 

4. CLOSING 

In this chapter, the writer will give the conclusion and suggestion in this research. 

The writer choses Around the World in Eighty Days, a novel by Julius Verne as the 

object of this research. The theory used in this research was the theory by Costa 

and McCrae. The theory was widely known as “The Big Five”. The first question 

was about Phileas Fogg’s characterizations viewed from personality traits theory 

by Costa and McCrae. The personalities traits theory by Costa and McCrae 

consisted of 5 personality traits. The five personality traits are conscientiousness, 

agreeableness, openness to experience, neuroticism, and extroversion. 

In this research, the writer found that Phileas Fogg as the main character in the 

novel has high value in conscientiousness, agreeableness, and openness to 

experience, but he had low value in neuroticism and extrovert. These shown by 

Phileas Fogg’s confidence and kindness. Phileas Fogg also open to learn any new 

experiences. Phileas Fogg’s neuroticism low value was shown by Phileas Fogg 

calm demeanor when he faced any troubles. Phileas Fogg’s rarely talks with other 

people which was the indicators of low value in extrovert.  
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The second question was about how the characterizations of Phileas Fogg 

were presented in the work. A character is a person or thing that has an identity in 

a story, and characterization is any action taken by the author to give a character 

an identity or attributes. Characters can be divided into several categories such as 

major and minor character, protagonist and antagonist, static and dynamic 

character, round and flat character, and stock characters.  

The writer found that Phileas Fogg is the main character of the novel. It was 

shown by his massive role in the novel and the detail description of Phileas Fogg 

by the author. The detail description of Phileas Fogg also indicated that Phileas 

Fogg is a round character. As a man who had no relatives and seemingly cared no 

one around him, Phileas Fogg confession to Aouda indicated that Phileas Fogg is 

a dynamic character. 
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