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REBELLING AGAINST GENDER OPPRESSION 

IN KIM JIYOUNG, BORN 1982: A FEMINIST PERSPECTIVE 

 
 

Abstrak 

 

Penelitian ini di fokuskan pada jenis deiksis yang digunakan oleh Lucas Graham dalam 

Blue album. Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengklasifikasikan jenis-jenis 

deiksis yang diterapkan oleh Lucas Graham dalam Blue album. Data penelitian ini adalah 

lirik lagu-lagu album. Peneliti menggunakan teori Levinson untuk mengklasifikasikan 

jenis deiksis dari lirik. Berdasarkan analisis data, ada lima jenis deiksis yang ditemukan 

dalam sepuluh lirik lagu. Mereka adalah deiksis persona, deiksis spasial, deiksis 

temporal, deiksis wacana, dan deiksis sosial 

 

Kata Kunci: : pragmatis; deiksis; lagu; macam deiksis 
 

Abstract 
 

The study focused on the kinds of deixis that are used by Lucas Graham in the Blue album. 

The objective of this study is to classify the kinds of deixis applied by Lucas Graham in the 

Blue album. The data of this study are the lyrics of the album songs. The researcher used 

the Levinson theory to classify the types of deixis from the lyrics. Based on analyzing the 

data, there are five types of deixis found in the ten-song lyrics. They are person deixis, 

spatial deixis, temporal deixis, discourse deixis, and social deixis. 

 

Keywords: pragmatics; deixis; song; kinds of deixis 

 
1. INTRODUCTION 

Pragmatics is not something abstract in communicating, but pragmatics learns about 

language to communicate and about how to explore meaning as context. It means that what the 

speaker or writer implies has meaning in that context. The meaning of the context can be said to 

be the intention of the speaker or writer. The use of language that is adapted to sentences 

according to the context and situation, which is used by speakers and listeners to interact.  

It means pragmatics is the study of the relationship between language and the context that 

underlies the explanation and understanding of language. An explanation of the meaning and 

understanding of language is needed in exploring the meaning of a language utterance because it 

also requires knowledge from outside the meaning of the word and its grammatical relationship, 

namely its relationship to the context of its use. Pragmatics itself has described an utterance that 

has been conveyed by the speaker or writer by knowing the meaning. The meaning produced by 

the sentence can be known when communication takes place or when the reader is interpreting 

the sentence.  
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Deixis is a technique that refers to direct indication through language. A word is said to 

be deixis if the referents change, judging from the place where the word is spoken. The change of 

referent is caused by the intention of the speaker. A song is a musical work that comes from a 

poem expressed by the author. By using stories from personal life, the results of imagination and 

appreciation will be more touching and fuller of expressiveness. Poetry is a literary work that 

uses literary language. Literary language is persuasive, influencing a listener. Poetry serves as 

pleasant entertainment for the reader literature is also useful for adding to inner experiences.  

The title 7 Years, Take the World by Storm, Mama Said, Happy Home, Hayo, When I 

Woke Up, Don’t You Worry ‘Bout Me, What Happened to Perfect, Playtime, and Strip No More 

are songs by Lucas Graham. The research question is what kinds of deixis are used by Lucas 

Graham in the Blue album. The objective of the study is to classify the kinds of deixis are used 

by Lucas Graham in the Blue album. The benefits of this research are formulated as follows: In 

theoretical benefit, this enriches and confirms previous theories about the study of English 

especially the kinds of deixis in the whole lyrics in Lucas Graham’s song in Blue album. In 

practical benefit, research findings will help future researchers in conducting further research. 

 

2. METHOD 

This study used descriptive qualitative research. Qualitative research is a research 

procedure that presents the result in descriptive data including written and oral words from the 

research objectives (books or language learners). The data of the study is the lyrics of the album 

by Lucas Graham’s songs. The researcher analyses the types of deixis in the lyrics. The source of 

data in this study came from YouTube, which posted a video with the title song 7 Years, Take the 

World by Storm, Mama Said, Happy Home, Hayo, When I Woke Up, Don’t You Worry ‘Bout 

Me, What Happened to Perfect, Playtime, and Strip No More sung by Lucas Graham.  

The technique of collecting the data is as follows: browsing the lyrics of Lucas Graham’s 

song in Blue album, listening to title 7 Years, Take the World by Storm, Mama Said, Happy 

Home, Hayo, When I Woke Up, Don’t You Worry ‘Bout Me, What Happened to Perfect, 

Playtime, and Strip No More.  

To analyze the data, the researcher makes several steps as the following: reading and 

listening to the lyrics to the whole song, analyzing the types of deixis from the lyrics based on 

(Levinson, 1983) theory, identifying and categorizing the types and the meaning of deixis in the 

songs, and the last is make the conclusions based on the finding data analysis and make the 

suggestions. 
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3. FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

After analyzing the data, the writer elaborates the research result and discussion in the 

following subs. The types of deixes found in the song lyrics of Lucas Graham Blue's album are 

person deixis, time deixis, place deixis, discourse deixis, and social deixis.  

3.1 Person Deixis  

Person deixis is a reference offering based on the participant’s role at the time the 

utterance is delivered. In this person deixis, the writer found words which are first, second, 

and the third deixis, including I, me, my, we, our, you, your, they, them, him, her, she, and he. 

Person deixis can be seen in this part of a  lyric entitled Strip No More. Here are the lyrics of 

the song Strip No More by Lucas Graham. 

I met this girl, I think she likes me 

I must admit I like her too 

She said she'd be working tonight.  

...  

The three lines of the lyrics consist of person deixis I (4), she (3), me (1), and her (1). All 

deixes I (4) in the first and second line refer to the author of the song that tried to tell his 

experience that was expressed in the song. ‘I’ in the lyrics above has a meaning as a writer or 

singer himself it means the writer or singer meets a woman, and he thinks that she likes him. 

Another deixes found is she (3) in the first and third lines indicate a girl the writer or singer 

likes. ‘She’ in his song has the meaning of a woman who si being talked about, this means 

the woman said that tonight she was going to work. But it could be referring to another 

woman when another woman says the same things. The next deixis found is me (1) in the 

first line refer to the author of the song that who likes that girl. ‘Me’ in this song has the 

meaning of a woman. And the last is her (1) in second-line refer to a girl who is loved by the 

writer or singer. ‘Her’ in these lyrics has the meaning of a woman which means the woman 

is recognized and liked by the writer or singer.  

The other person's deixis can be seen in this part of a lyric entitled 7 Years. Here are the 

lyrics of the song 7 Years by Lucas Graham.  

Once I was seven years old my momma told me  

Go make yourself some friends or you’ll be lonely  

Once I was seven years old 

... 

From the lyrics above, it can be seen that the person deixis I (2), me (1), you (1), and your 

(1). All deixis I (2) in the first and third lines refer to the author of the song that tells about 

his life experience. The lyrics have meaning when the singer was seven years old he was told 
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by his mother. Another deixis found is me (1) in the first line as a writer or singer himself. 

This means the writer or singer was told by his mother when he was seven years old. Next 

deixis found is you (1) in second-line refer to the person being spoken to, it means his 

parents. It means the writer or singer was advised by their parents that you’ll be lonely if you 

don’t make friends soon. And the last is your (1) in second-line refer to the author. These 

lyrics have meant the writer or singer was advised by their parents that you hurry up and 

make friends or you'll be lonely.  

The other person's deixis can be seen in this part of a lyric entitled 7 Years. Here are the 

lyrics of the song 7 Years by Lucas Graham.  

Once I was seven years old my momma told me  

Go make yourself some friends or you’ll be lonely  

Once I was seven years old  

... 

From the lyrics above, it can be seen that the person deixis I (2), me (1), you (1), and your 

(1). All deixis I (2) in the first and third lines refer to the author of the song that tells about 

his life experience. The lyrics have meaning when the singer was seven years old he was told 

by his mother. Another deixis found is me (1) in the first line as a writer or singer himself. 

This means the writer or singer was told by his mother when he was seven years old. Next 

deixis found is you (1) in second-line refer to the person being spoken to, it means his 

parents. It means the writer or singer was advised by their parents that you’ll be lonely if you 

don’t make friends soon. And the last is your (1) in second-line refer to the author. These 

lyrics have meant the writer or singer was advised by their parents that you hurry up and 

make friends or you'll be lonely. 

 

3.2 Spatial Deixis  

Spatial deixis presents a reference by speech in the form of a location or place when 

speaking. In this spatial deixis, the writer finds words which are a big big world, behind, the 

world, some roads, the wall, a bed, exotic lands, in front of me, my home, in Hollywood, on 

TV, a happy home, on the road, on the piano, on streets, on the radio, at a show, in bed, home, 

on her finger, town, the ground, downtown, town, a dive bar, at table three, and inside a 

private room.  

Spatial deixis can be seen in this part of a lyric entitled Take the World by Storm. Here are 

the lyrics of the song Take the World by Storm by Lucas Graham.  

I’ve always dreamt of travel  

Why should we die where we were born? (Born) 
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Some roads are laid with gravel 

... 

The kind of deixis is used by the author of the song is spatial deixis, there is some roads 

(1). Some roads (1) in the third line refer to the path traversed by the writer or singer and this 

means that the path that the writer or singer took is filled with gravel. 

The other spatial deixis can be seen in this part of a lyric entitled Playtime. Here are the 

lyrics of the song Playtime by Lucas Graham.  

On the streets that reek of fame 

Where everybody looks good  

They’re better dressed than me  

... 

From the lyrics above, the researcher found spatial deixis is on the streets (1). On the 

streets (1) in first-line refer to the famous street traversed by the author of the song and filled 

with good-looking people. It means a place where people dress better than singers. 

 

3.3 Temporal Deixis 

Temporal deixis is a reference by utterance in the form of time when speaking. In this 

temporal deixis, the writer finds words which are once, seven years old, eleven years old, 

before, soon, twenty years old, the night, the morning sun, thirty years old, sixty years old, 

once or twice a month, now, when, tonight, once e year, once, the last, a good time, an hour or 

two, on late nights, all night, later, all day, always, and yesterday.  

Temporal deixis can be seen in this part of a  lyric entitled Mama Said. Here are the lyrics 

of the song Mama Said by Lucas Graham.  

When Mama said that it was okay 

Mama said that it was quite alright  

Our kind of people had a bed for the night  

... 

The above three lines of the song lyrics consist of temporal deixis. It can be seen from the 

song lyrics above are when  (1) and the night (1). When (1) in first-line refers to the same time 

it means when the writer’s mother said it was all good and enough. The night (1) in the third 

line refers to the time after sunset, which means we have time at night to sleep.  

The other temporal deixis can be seen in this part of a lyric entitled What Happen to 

Perfect. Here are the lyrics of the song What Happen to Perfect by Lucas Graham.  

You forgot to smile, as I passed you by  

Now we’re sitting down for dinner, we got nothing   to say  
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It’s like I’m watching you slowly slipping away  

... 

From the lyrics above, it can be seen that the temporal deixis is now (1). Now (1) in first-

line refers to the current time. It means right now the writer and someone are sitting down for 

dinner and they don’t know what the story is going to be. 

 

3.4 Discourse Deixis 

Discourse deixis is presenting references in the form of certain parts when speaking. In 

this discourse deixis, the writer finds words which are but, and, so, and than. Discourse deixis 

can be seen in this part of a  lyric entitled Happy Home. Here are the lyrics of the song Happy 

Home by Lucas Graham.  

All I know is that I’ll never really be alone  

‘Cause we gotta lot of love and a happy home  

Magazines are writing stuff but I don’t ever read them 

... 

The author of the song uses discourse deixis, it can be seen from the song lyrics above are 

and (1) and but (1). And (1) in second-line refers to a connecting word from the previous word 

in the lyrics. This lyric has meant the singer and the person he is talking to get affection and 

happiness at home. But (1) in the third line refers to the meaning of connecting words to deny 

contradictory words. This means the writer or singer knows that magazines are writing 

material but he still never reads them.  

The other discourse deixis can be seen in this part of a lyric entitled Don’t You Worry ‘Bout 

Me. Here are the lyrics of the song Don’t You Worry ‘Bout Me by Lucas Graham.  

We never gave up  

It wasn’t on purpose  

But it hurts like it was 

... 

From the lyrics above, it can be seen that the discourse deixis is but (1). But (1) in the third 

line refers to the meaning of connecting words to deny contradictory words. The lyrics have 

meant it’s not fit for purpose and it hurts. 

 

3.5 Social Deixis  

Social deixis is a reference by narrative in the form of social characteristics between the 

speaker and the interlocutor. In this social deixis, the writer finds words which are my momma, 

my daddy, a wife, my woman, my brother, my children, my boys, my enemies, mama, daddy, 
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my mom, dad, my kids, my granddaddy, everybody, a good girl, a man, the ladies, my friend, a 

man, a jealous man, boy, baby, a girl, this girl, that girl, and my baby.  

Social deixis can be seen in this part of a  lyric entitled Hayo. Here are the lyrics of the 

song Hayo by Lucas Graham.  

Everybody’s like “Hayo she wants some” 

I see you’ve got your problems and you’re trying  to make it through  

I can tell you everybody’s got them, but not as bad  as you  

... 

The kind of deixis is used by the author of the song is social deixis, there is everybody (1). 

Everybody (1) in the first and third lines refers to a person who is around the writer or singer. 

This lyric has a meaning everyone is talking about the girl.  

The other social deixis can be seen in this part of a lyric entitled When I Woke Up. Here are 

the lyrics of the song When I Woke Up by Lucas Graham.  

. . . 

She heard ‘round town that I don’t kiss and tell  

And on top of that the ladies say I do it  

When I woke up, the ring was on her finger 

From the lyrics above, the researcher found social deixis is the ladies  (1). The ladies (1) in 

the first line refers to a woman who is brought home by the writer or singer. It means the 

woman says that she is doing well. 

 

4.  CLOSING 

Based on the findings above, it can be concluded that there are several conclusions, 

namely the purpose of this study is to classify the kinds of deixis are used by Lucas Graham in 

the Blue album. The source of data in this study came from YouTube, which posted a video. The 

data of this study is the lyrics of the album by Lucas Graham’s songs, with the title 7 Years, Take 

the World by Storm, Mama Said, Happy Home, Hayo, When I Woke Up, Don’t You Worry 

‘Bout Me, What Happened to Perfect, Playtime, and Strip No More. Judging from the findings in 

the previous statements, there are five types of deixis, including person deixis, spatial deixis, 

temporal deixis, discourse deixis, and social deixis.  

This research has implications for further research with material from pragmatic theory 

such as speech acts, language politeness, implicatures, or others. The use of material from 

pragmatic theory can be used to examine the song lyrics on the Blue album. Many meanings will 

also be found through other pragmatic theories even though they use the same data.  
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Based on the conclusions in this study, there are several suggestions as follows: this study 

has limitations and shortcomings. So, this research can be developed using different theories by 

other researchers. These research findings are useful as a reference for other researchers when 

conducting research, especially discussing deixis using song lyric data. 
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