
INVESTIGATING TED’S PSYCHOPATHY PROBLEM IN “EXTREMELY 

WICKED SHOCKINGLY EVIL AND VILE” FROM FREUD’S 

PSYCHOANALYTIC PERSPECTIVE 

 

 

Submitted as partial fulfillment of the requirements for getting bachelor degree 

of Department of English Education School Teacher Training Education 

 

by: 

SADAH AL JANAH 

A320170226 

 

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH EDUCATION 

SCHOOL OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION 

UNIVERSITAS MUHAMMADIYAH SURAKARTA 

2022 



 

i 
 



 

ii 
 



 

iii 
 



 

1 
 

INVESTIGATING TED’S PSYCHOPATHY PROBLEM IN “EXTREMELY 

WICKED SHOCKINGLY EVIL AND VILE” FROM FREUD’S 

PSYCHOANALYTIC PERSPECTIVE 

 
Abstrak 

Dalam studi ini, peneliti menganalisis film Extremely Wicked, Shockingly, Evil, and 

Vile menggunakan teori psikoanalitik Sigmund Freud. Judul film ini diambil dari juri 

Ted, yang membuat film ini lebih bermakna dan menarik. Karakter yang dianalisis 

peneliti adalah Theodore Robert Bundy atau Ted. Ted adalah seorang mahasiswa di 

Universitas Utah, Ted memiliki karisma yang baik dan pria tampan. Namun, siapa 

sangka di balik ketampanan Ted, ia dikenal tidak hanya sebagai pembunuh tetapi juga 

psikopat.Peneliti ingin mengetahui kepribadian Ted dari tiga aspek kepribadian dari 

Freud dan karakteristik psikopat yang dominan. Penelitian ini menggunakan metode 

kualitatif deskriptif dan data dianalisis menggunakan teori Freud yang terkenal dengan 

tiga aspek kepribadian, yaitu, id, ego, dan superego. Peneliti berfokus pada Ted dan 

interaksinya dengan karakter lain, yang dikumpulkan dengan hati-hati dari dialog atau 

gambar yang terkait dengan kepribadian Ted dari teori psikoanalitik Freud. Peneliti 

mengkategorikan adegan atau dialog dalam film dengan aspek Freud, dan 

menggambarkannya secara rinci. Teori daftar periksa psikopati Hare digunakan untuk 

membuktikan apakah Ted adalah seorang psikopat dengan mencocokkan kategori mana 

di antara dua belas karakteristik yang diusulkan oleh Hare yang mewakili perilaku 

psikotik Ted dalam film tersebut. Peneliti menemukan bahwa Ted memiliki masalah 

kepribadian, meskipun ia terlihat seperti orang baik pada umumnya. Peneliti juga 

menemukan karakteristik psikopat pada Ted. Peneliti menyimpulkan bahwa Ted 

memiliki id dan ego, tetapi superego tidak ada dalam kepribadian Ted dan diantara kedua 

belas karakteristik psikopat ada di Ted, karakteristik yang paling dominan menawan dan 

pandai berbicara, melihat sekali berbohong, dan tidak memiliki penyesalan atau rasa 

bersalah. 

Kata Kunci: Kepribadian, psikoanalitik, psikopat, teori Sigmund Freud 

 

Abstract 

In this study, the researchers analyzed the film Extremely Wicked, Shockingly, Evil, and 

Vile using Sigmund Freud's psychoanalytic theory. The film's title was taken from Ted 

judge's which made the film more meaningful and interesting. The character that the 

researchers analyzed is Theodore Robert Bundy or Ted. Ted was a student at the 

University of Utah, Ted has good charisma and a handsome guy. However, who thought 

that behind Ted's handsomeness, he was known not only as a murderer but also a 

psychopath. The researchers wanted to find out Ted's personality from the three 

personality aspects from Freud’s and the dominant psychopathy characteristics. The 

research used a descriptive qualitative method and the data were analyzed using Freud's 

famous theory with three aspects of personality, namely, id, ego, and superego. The 

researchers focused on Ted and his interactions with other characters, which were 

carefully collected from dialogues or images related to Ted’s personality from Freud’s 

psychoanalytic theory. The researchers categorized the scenes or dialogues in the film 

with Freud's aspects, and describe them in detail. Hare's psychopathy checklist theory 

was used to prove if Ted was a psychopath by matching which categories among the 

twelve characteristics proposed by Hare that represented Ted's psychotic behavior in the 

film. The researchers found that Ted had personality problems, even though he looks like 

a good man in general. The researchers also found psychopath characteristics on Ted. 
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The researchers concluded that Ted had id and ego, but superego did not exist in Ted’s 

personality and among the twelve psychopath characteristics existed in Ted, the most 

dominant characteristics were charming and good at talking, arrogant and conceited, and 

lying pathologically. 

Keywords: personality, psychoanalytic, psychopathy, Sigmund Freud theory 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Film is one of the literary works that tells a story using visuals and audios. In the film, 

there are supporting elements, such as; characters and characteristics, script, author, 

director, cameraman, and others. Sometimes films also raise issues about mental 

health, such as; bipolar, schizophrenia, OCD, or other mental health conditions that 

are depicted from the character in this study, the researchers scrutinized Ted's 

psychopathy problem in Extremely Wicked, Shockingly Evil, and Vile. Berlinger 

(2019), explained the film premiered in 2019, and it told the true story of Ted Bundy 

as a serial killer. The director of the film was John Berlinger, and the writer of the 

film was Michael Werwie. The film starred Zac Efron as Bundy. According to a 

Canadian actor, Seth Aaron Rogen, when he was at the Hilarity for Charity House 

Party in Los Angeles, he told the reporters if Zac Efron is so attractive, and Rogen 

was not immune to the charms of Zac Efron. According to other people in the party, 

Zac Efron is the sexiest man on the planet, quoted by Clements (2013). The director 

of Extremely wicked also said that the film never had chlorinated Ted's character. He 

also regretted the criticism given was only based on the trailer (before the film was 

published) without seeing it as a whole. Someone named Kathy, one of Ted's victims 

who survived, also said that he had no objection to the cast who would bring Ted to 

the film, quoted by Rao (2019). According to Loughrey (2019), the film took place in 

1969 in Seattle, USA. The story was about a young man named Ted Bundy who had 

charisma and intelligence, but he also had a mental condition that at first could not be 

realized before. During the film, we could see the art of a cruel, psychopathic facade 

disguised as a good and charming person. He did look like a normal individual and 

became the character of a handsome man whom the girls admired. He met a girl who 

had a baby, and finally, they formed relationships and uncovered Ted's rotten 

aspirations. Loughrey (2019), adds that at the beginning, Ted's girlfriend (Liz) did not 

realize what problems she experienced by her boyfriend before she met him. It's hard 

to find the anomaly behind Ted's charm. 
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Norton (2015), states that in movies, we often see sharp objects such as knives 

in horror movies as symbols of weapons and male authorities as manifestations of the 

Oedipal. This representation of violence was often found in many Hollywood movies. 

However, according to Norton (2015), in more than a century of film, the audience 

has more critical thinking and has evolved to make these connections between film 

and psychoanalysis. Extremely Wicked was selected to become a serial killer film, 

and it is worth watching for adults. There are several approaches that researchers can 

analyzed, such as; structuralism, feminism, Marxist theory, psychoanalytic, and so on. 

However, the film that the researchers analyzed raised the story about the character’s 

mental condition and had a correlation with a psychologist, so the researchers 

analyzed the film with a psychoanalytic approach. Here the researchers tried to 

understand what Ted could convey the true message or nature by using 

psychoanalysis.  

According to Moesomo (2003), psychoanalysis has a relationship with film. 

There is another possibility to conduct film discussions using psychoanalytic theory. 

The text often shows that almost all film parts can be used as material or objects for 

psychoanalytic discussions, such as the characters and characterization. Moesomo 

(2003), added in France, since Moesomo created the theory of psychoanalysis at the 

same time as a cinema in 1985, filmmakers have never stopped talking about it. At the 

same time, psychoanalysis often mentioned cinema too. Various analogies and 

reasons can be expressed: if in creating art, as well as cinema, there will be an 

unconscious need. On the other hand, cinema has the freedom to display images that 

are not real or some fantasy or dream, and so on. Djokosujatno (2003), stated that film 

analysis usually uses figures as objects that can be seen as human beings. In this case, 

it can help the researchers analyze implicit characters (unwritten) that the player did 

not realize. Ted was handsome, smart, and good to everyone. However, no one knows 

that behind the rainbow, a storm so powerful and deadly. People around him were not 

aware that the rainbow was just a mirage.  

Robert Hare is known for his research in criminal psychology. Psychopathy 

Checklist by hare is a complex clinical tool. In his book 'Without Conscience', Robert 

Hare included the characteristics of a psychopath used for the Psychopathy Checklist. 

Hare (2003), theorizes that if a psychopath has an intelligent brain, he is clever in 

carrying out criminal acts. He proposes a Psychopathy Checklist (PCL) of twelve 

traits that lead to psychopathic characteristics. Those are charming and good at talking, 
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arrogant and conceited, cannot stand feeling bored, proud about harmful anti-social 

behavior, lying pathologically, lack of remorse or guilt, has a parasitic lifestyle, 

cannot control behavior, having erratic sexual behavior, having behavioral problems 

from an early age, not being able to love, and cannot be held accountable for failure. 

These twelve characteristics determine whether a person is psychopathic or not. 

According to Neal and Grisso (2014) they stated that PCL is the most commonly used 

tool for risk assessment of violence, sex, commitment evaluation, and punishment 

assessment. Skeem and Mulvey (2001) analyzed PCL data from psychiatric patients 

in the MacArthur Violence Risk Assessment Study and they concluded that the 

predictive power of PCL is not based on an assessment of psychopathic core traits but 

could be widespread. These based on they use of PCL in several studies above, the 

researcher concluded that PCL can provide as the assessment tool psychopathic 

characteristic. 

 There had been numerous research done by several researchers regarding the 

same topic with the current research. The research from Schmidt (2020), has a topic 

of discussion about mental illness from people's views due to the fictional delusion of 

some serial killer. Consequently, Schmidt (2020), studied multiple serial killers and 

analyzed each character of a serial killer. This study focused on the exploitation of 

mental illness in fictionalized serial killer stories centering around the depiction of 

serial killers as monstrous celebrities. The similarity with the current research was 

that there is also a discussion about the same serial killer character "Ted Bundy.” The 

difference is that the researchers found the serial killer character Ted and several other 

figures as well. In the research did not focus on only one character. Furthermore, 

another research from Williams (2020) discussed the form of appropriation and 

exploitation. He would explain that in his research as easily as possible, so it would be 

easy to understand—however, the discussion of cruel and cruel victims of the right to 

publicity in the true crime genre. Other research on the analysis of psychopathic 

characters and serial killers was also studied by Wulandari (2010). The research took 

the theme of research about psychopaths who were twin brothers (Bo and Vincent) 

from the film "House of Wax." The film told about a twin who had a psychopathic 

nature after having bad childhood experiences. His mother had died due to illness, 

while their father also died due to depression left by his wife. The studies aimed to 

find out what the reasons for the twin brothers could have a psychopathic nature. 

Then another serial killer film is also discussed by Alfani (2017); the research 
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analyzed about Louis Bloom that explained symptoms in the movie "Nightcrawler." 

Nightcrawler is a film that told the story of Louis Bloom who is a journalist. Septiadi, 

Andayani, and Ward (2019), studied a novel, the research purpose is to describe and 

to explain the personality of the character in the Ulid novel. The “Ulid” novel told the 

story of a poor village boy from childhood to adolescence. The story took place in 

Lerok, East Java, and Malaysia and it was set around the 1980's until 2000’s. Similar 

research was also carried out by Pangestu and Sunardi (2016), the literature titled 

"The Fault in Our Stars," and the research focused on the personality of the main 

character, Hazel Grace. 

From the explanation above, the researchers found the three aspect personality 

and the dominant characteristic in Ted. In addition, the researchers analyzed the 

psychopathy problem of the main character Ted Bundy in the film entitled Extremely 

Wicked Shockingly Evil and Vile with all his problems that leads him to his gruesome 

crime through psychoanalytic theory by Sigmund Freud. With the help of Hare’s 

Psychopathy Checklist (PCL) the researchers adopted Hare's PCL theory into her 

analysis in the form of a description that only refers to the content of the dialogue and 

scenes in the film.  

2. METHOD 

The researchers decided to use a descriptive qualitative method in conducting the 

research. According to Miles, Huberman, and Saldana (2014) qualitative is a method 

used in research using verbal data and non-numeric data not in counts or numbers. 

According to Miles dan Huberman (2014, as cited in Emzir, 2010), data analysis in 

qualitative research is carried out during data collection and after data collection is 

completed within a certain period. Miles, Huberman, and Saldana (2014) argue that 

qualitative activities are carried out interactively and continuously until they are 

complete and the data can be saturated. Sugiyono (2016) states activities in data 

analysis include data reduction, data display, conclusion drawing, or verification. 

Firstly, data reduction is defined as the process of selecting, focusing on simplifying, 

abstracting, and transforming data. In this research, data reduction is condensing the 

data based on Freud's psychoanalytic theory and instrument in summarizing, theme 

finding, classifying, and narrating. Secondly, data display in qualitative research can 

be done in the form of brief descriptions, charts, or relationships between categories, 

and the data presentation often used in qualitative research is through narrative text 

such as structuring the condensed and organized information in paragraphs. Lastly, 
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conclusion drawing is the third step in qualitative data analysis, according to 

Sugiyono (2016), the initial conclusions put forward are still temporary and will 

change if no strong evidence is found to support the next stage of data collection. In 

this study, the researchers used document analysis techniques. First, the researchers 

collected data from sources such as books, journals, and websites related to this 

research. Then, the researchers analyzed the main character’s (Ted’s) personality 

problems in Extremely Wicked, Shockingly Evil, and Vile using Freud's 

Psychoanalytic theory.  

3. RESULT AND DISCUSSIONS  

3.1 Ted’s Personality Based on Freud’s Psychoanalytic Theory 

In Sigmund Freud's theory, there are three aspects of personality: id, ego, and 

superego. The three aspects used in analyzing the personality problems of Ted in the 

film Extremely Wicked, and the findings screenshot from the movie are displayed 

below:   

Table 1. three aspects used in analyzing the personality problems 

No The 

aspects 

Dialogue/ Screen-shoot Detail Scene 

time 

1. Id Ted: "Hi, officer. I think I must be lost." 

Officer: "You ran two stop signs, son." 

Ted: "I know. I…Couldn't make your car. The 

highlight were in my eyes, and to be honest, I 

got a little bit spooked" 

Ted did a lot of lies to 

cover up all his 

mistakes, and Ted ran 

a red light. 

00:08:07 

 
Figure 1 

Ted also had sex with 

another woman 

Carole Ann. 

01:17:50 

Reporter: “So you’re… not guilty?”  Ted: “I 

mean, does that include the time that I stole a 

comic book when I was five years old? I’m not 

guilty”  

Ted stole comic 

books when he was a 

kid. 

00:33:37 

Ted: “Oh, you know what?” 

Ted: "I need to make a phone call. I need to call 

Liz." 

Mr. Dumas: "Excuse me, deputy? He needs to 

use phone call in a library." 

Deputy: "All right, make it short." 

Ted: “Thank you” 

Ted did not care 

about safety and 

consequences. 

00:34:59  

“Frightened coeds at Florida State University 

and left most coeds here terrified. “ 

“What kind of a person do you think is at large?” 

“Well,.. I’d rather say we’ve got a very 

Ted murdered and 

had violent sex with 

his victims. 

00:48:37 



 

7 
 

distributed, sick individual.”  

2. Ego  

 
Figure 2 

Ted could have killed 

Liz from the very 

beginning when they 

met.  

01:40:32 

3. Superego - - - 

Based on the table above, it can be seen that Ted’s id surprised the other two aspect of 

personality. Ted’s ego was only shown once, whereas his superego did not show at all. 

According to Freud (2009), id is the most basic structure of personality and is entirely 

unconscious. Id works according to the pleasure principle so that it can fulfill that 

satisfaction immediately. The goal is also to satisfaction or pleasure in oneself without 

attaching importance to moral values. Ted committed many acts beyond moral value 

as he often lied only to his satisfaction in covering up his murderous mistake. Freud 

(2009) states, ego is the development of the id. This personality structure is assigned 

as the controller of consciousness and the decision-maker of human behavior or what 

will be done. One of his behaviors that matches the ego aspect is that Ted could have 

killed Liz from the very beginning when they met. However, Ted tried to hold back 

his id wishes, such as the scene where he barks to Liz, and measuring Liz with his 

hand. Both of his actions represents that he will prey and he measured Liz to estimate 

the container that will be used to Liz’s corpse. However, Ted still let Liz live until she 

put Ted to death.As Freud (2009) explains, superego reflects social values and makes 

one aware of the demands of moral values. If someone experiences a violation of 

value, the superego had to punish the id by causing guilt. For this aspect, Ted’s 

superego not represented from his character. Ted never admitted his mistakes as a 

child, and he thought he's always been right. So this means Ted did not know the bad 

consequences of things. He did not know what common or normal norms in his 

environment should be followed or which should be avoided. Ted here did not know 

what's wrong or right. Judging from some of the scenes, he did not confess even when 

he was guilty. 

3.2 The Dominant Psychopathy Checklist of Ted’s Characteristic 

Below is the table explaining the characteristics of psychopathy by Hare's checklist 

that have been found in each scene time in the film: 
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Table 2. the characteristics of psychopathy by Hare's 

No Character

istic 

Dialogue/ Screen-shoot Detail Scene 

time 

1.  Charming 

and good 

at talking 

Ted: "This is my last quarter, better make it a good one" Ted manipulated Liz. 00:02:28 

Ted: “You looked so pretty sleeping, just… I didn’t 

wanna wake you” 

Ted begged Liz with his 

words. 

00:06:00 

Ted: “How the heck did you get so smart?” Ted was able to take Liz's 

daughter's heart. 

00:12:21 

 
Figure 3 

Ted became the limelight 

of women. 

00:37:47 

Girl 1: “Every night, when I go home, I get very scared 

and shut the door  and lock it. But… you know, he’s… 

also really dreamy” 

Girl 2: “I’m not afraid of him. He just doesn’t seem like 

the type to kill somebody”  

Girl 3: "I try to imagine myself in his place and image 

what he's feeling, and I wonder he did it or not"  

Girl 4: “I don’t know… I guess I love him”  

The audiences that came to 

the court commented and 

considered Ted a good-

looking man. 

01:04:04 

until 

01:04:32 

Mr. Larry: “Ladies and gentlemen… there are two ways 

for police to investigate crimes. They can go to a crime 

scene… We have provided forensic expert testimony or 

they can begin with a suspect, decide on that suspect” 

Ted: “Ladies and gentlemen, I am...that innocent 

suspect.” 

Ted reversed all the 

evidence. 

01:23:32 

2.  Arrogant 

and 

conceited 

Ted: “Coffee?” 

Liz: “Okay” 

Ted: “Here you go” 

Ted looks like he was the 

ideal husband. 

00:05:46 

The Journalist: “Do you ever think about getting out?” 

Ted: “Legally? Sure…”  

Ted said he planned to flee 

legally rather than illegally. 

00:34:30 

Ted: “What is it? What do we have here, Ken?” 

Ted: “Yeah, I've been kept in isolation. I've been kept 

away from the press. I have been buried by you. You've 

been talking. It's my turn to talk now.” 

Ted acts like he's superior 

when there's a lot of 

reporters. 

00:53:05 

until 

00:53:56 

Ted: “I’m more popular than Disney World” A few times, Ted said it's 

like he's superior. 

00:55:48 

Ted: "I won't ask for mercy. In fact… I find it absurd to 

ask for mercy for something that I did not do. I'm not the 

one responsible for these… horrific acts. Although the 

verdict found in part… that these crimes had been 

committed… it erred… in finding who committed them. 

As a consequence… I do not accept the sentence because 

it is not a sentence of me. It is a sentence of someone else 

who not standing here today." 

Ted did not ask for mercy 

from the trial judge. 

01:28:50 

3.  Cannot 

stand 

feeling 

bored 

 

Ted always wanted 

freedom.  

00:41:05 
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Figure 4 

 
Figure 5 

Ted escaped from a prison 

in Utah and continued his 

activities in Colorado. 

00:34:59 

and 

00:45:41 

4. Proud 

about 

harmful 

anti-social 

behavior 

Molly: “Ted!” 

Ted: "Oh, monkey! Hey, what's up? Good to see you." 

Ted: "Oh, man! This sack of potatoes is getting pretty 

dang heavy!"  

Ted called Liz's child 

"monkey" and "sack of 

potatoes." 

00:10:42 

 
Figure 6 

Ted trained his legs to 

avoid injury in his escape. 

00:33:25 

5. Lying 

pathologic

ally 

Ted: "Hi officer. I think I must be lost." 

Officer: "You ran two stop sign, son." 

Ted: "I know. I…Couldn't make your car. The highlight 

were in my eyes, and to be honest, I got a little bit 

spooked"  

Ted get ready to lie to the 

police when there's a lot of 

reporters. 

00:08:07 

Liz: “What are you doing?” 

Ted: “Reading. I’m prepping for the trial” 

Ted said he turned on the 

flashlight to study, but it 

was a lie. 

00:15:00 

 
Figure 7 

Ted pretended to call Liz 

so the deputy would not 

watch him, and he could 

run away. 

00:35:29 

The Journalist: "What if I started by saying how the 

media is against you?” 

Ted: “You can’t explicitly call the media the villain. We 

have to be more creative than that.” 

Ted: “It is obvious that the media has already convicted 

him before he’s had his day in court.” 

Carol: “Well, it’s obvious the media has already 

convicted Ted before he’s had his day in court.” 

Ted make a play plan with 

Carole so that she can free 

Ted from punishment. 

01:04:45 

"King Country police have started their investigation after 

Janice Ott and Denise Naslund vanished from Lake 

Sammamish State Park. At least seven people at the 

crowded beach saw a smooth-talking man with his arm in 

a cast asking several women to help him load a boat onto 

a Volkswagen…" 

Ted was found guilty of 

preliminary evidence. 

00:07:09 

and 

01:38:32 

Liz: “What happened to her head?” 

Ted: “If she was deposited in the woods… then animals 

could’ve conceivably done something like…” 

Liz: “Animals don’t do that!” 

Ted: "I'm not a bad guy." 

Liz: “You need to release me, Ted! What happened to her 

head?” 

In the final scene, Liz visits 

Ted in prison, and they 

were talking about the 

murdered women. Liz 

continues to force Ted to 

confess until eventually 

Ted writes a "Hack saw" 

on the glass. 

01:37:17 

until 

01:38:45 

6.  Lack of 

remorse or 

guilt 

The Journalist: “So you’re… not guilty?” 

Ted: “I mean, does that include the time that I stole a 

comic book when I was five years old? I’m not guilty.”  

Ted repeatedly said, "I'm 

not guilty." 

00:33:53 

Ted: "I'm in Florida. I'm in custody. I made a deal with 

the police. They wouldn't announce my arrest until I 

Ted said “I did not do these 

things. I’m innocent.” 

00:51:09 
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could call you first. They didn't know who I was. I finally 

gave them my name for this phone call. It's going to be 

bad when it breaks loose. Real bad. I did not do these 

things. I'm innocent."  

Ted: "I will not accept my so-called attorney advice that I 

plead guilty to save my own life. I am not guilty. And I 

demand the discharge of my roundly inept counsel…"  

Ted said “I am in fact, not 

guilty.”  

01:12:14 

7.  Has a 

parasitic 

lifestyle 

Dowd: “If you plead guilty to the murder charges, they’ve 

agreed to recommend life sentences instead of the death 

penalty.” 

Ted: “That’s joke, right?” 

Dowd: “We should really go and discuss this with the rest 

of the team, Ted.”  

Ted's lawyers had no 

patience with his behavior. 

00:55:23 

 
Figure 8 

Ted became a parasite for 

Carole Ann.  

01:26:15 

Liz: “I’ve been suffocating. All these years, I’ve had your 

hands around my neck. Release me!” 

Ted did strangle Liz in the 

sense that made Liz guilty 

admit all his mistakes. 

01:36:33 

8.  Cannot 

control 

behavior 

Mr. Dowd: “Don’t let opening statement faze you. Show 

no emotion at all. This case… is about catching a 

monster.” 

Ted: “Objection!”  

Ted ignored his lawyer's 

advice and made an 

argument if he objected to 

the allegations. 

01:05:52 

The Judge: "Don't shake your finger at me, young man." 

The Judge: "Don't shake your finger at me" 

Ted pointed his finger at 

the Judge and made the 

Judge feel disrespectful 

towards Ted. 

01:08:25 

The Judge: "I feel duty-bound to remind you in the 

gallery that you are not on spring break. You are not 

waiting for the "Flipper and Friends" show at Sea World. 

It is a capital murder case."  

Ted thinks the trial he's 

going through is just a 

joke. 

01:14:32 

9.  Having 

erratic 

sexual 

behavior 

 
Figure 9 

Ted could not control his 

passion when with Liz. 

00:21:16 

 
Figure 10 

Ted did that to the victim 

after or before having sex 

with them.  

01:13:09 

 
Figure 11 

Ted had sex with Carole 

Ann in the prison cafeteria.

  

01:16:56 

10.  Having 

behavioral 

problems 

from an 

early age 

Ted: “That I stole a comic book when I was five years 

old”  

Ted stole comic books 

when he was a kid. 

00:33:41 

11.  Not being 

able to 

love 

Ted: “ but we only have 

four semesters between us… and our place in the Sound 

with a dog and a car.” 

Ted promised to live with a 

home and a dog with Liz 

and he did to Carole too. 

00:10:34 
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  Carole: “ Do you still love her?” 

Ted: “ What are you talking about? Who?” 

Carole: “ Oh, my God. No… Oh, my God. I'm so stupid.” 

Ted had sex with Carole 

without any love. 

01:16:56 

12.  Cannot be 

held 

accountabl

e for 

failure 

   
Figure 12 

Of the many mistakes Ted 

made, he stubbornly 

uttered the word "I'm not 

guilty" when it was clear 

with the evidence.  

 

00:33:33 

From the table above, the researchers conclude that Ted's personality implies that he 

is really a psychopath. The twelve characteristics of Hare's psychopathy checklist 

(PCL) are in Ted. Moreover, the most dominant characteristics of Ted were charming 

and good at talking, arrogant and conceited, and lying pathologically. According to 

Hare (2003) psychopaths tend to talk a lot and are able to speak well and with 

charisma, these become an advantage for the perpetrator. Ted is charming and good at 

talking, this ability is very profitable for Ted to lie and make up stories and tell people 

until they believe his words. Ted could play the role that he wants. Charming and 

good at talking seem to be tricked into deceiving the victim or possibly hypnotizing or 

deceiving the victim. Moreover, the victims are among women, and surely women 

will fall if a man had expertise in talking and charming. Arrogant and conceited are 

other traits expressed by Hare (2003); arrogant here means he feels superior. In Ted's 

character in the film, he shows that he is a superior person several times. Ted is smart 

and intelligent to indicate that a superior who often reads books when the penalty 

period is still time to read a book. Ted bragged that he was just a victim in this 

circumstance, until Ted acted in front of reporters and the plaintiff's lawyer, Kevin. 

Ted said that he's even more popular than Disney World. Manipulative behavior, 

lying was often encountered in Ted's personality. Ted is lying pathologically, which 

means Ted often lies. Ted planned all of his lie, so that his cruel behavior was not 

visible to the public. His long lie was around 10 years or more before Ted was put to 

death punishment. Ted said he killed only 24 women in seven parts of the country in 

the 1970s. In the film scene Ted appears to have lied to the police, Liz, Carole, Molly, 

journalists, lawyers, and of course the public and Ted was able to hide the atrocity 

long enough to be arrested by the police. 

4. CLOSING  

In this study, the researchers concluded that Ted's psychopathic personality problem 

in the Extremely Wicked film could be fully dissected with psychoanalytic theory 

from Sigmund Freud. Freud's most famous aspects of personality are id, ego, and 
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superego. From the aforementioned findings, the researchers conclude that Ted did 

not have all three aspects of Freud’s and his nature of personality tends to represent 

the id, from which the id is an aspect of personality where he did it only because of 

his passions. Ted cannot control his id. Consequently, the researchers combined his 

personality problem that had been mentioned in the film, the psychopath. The 

researchers also matched Hare's twelve characteristics of psychopathy to Ted’s 

personality and eventually discovered that Ted's personality matched all the traits of 

Hare's Psychopathy Checklist (PCL): charming and good at talking, arrogant and 

conceited, cannot stand feeling bored, proud about harmful anti-social behavior, lying 

pathologically, lack of remorse or guilt, has a parasitic lifestyle, cannot control 

behavior, having erratic sexual behavior, having behavioral problems from an early 

age, not being able to love, and cannot be held accountable for failure. Ted's 

personality implies that he is really a psychopath. The three most dominant from the 

twelve characteristics is charming and good at talking, arrogant and conceited, and 

lying pathologically. Ted's goal of killing women could be done by using charisma 

and good character in speech, both in his speech in a sense such as, good at 

admiration, and sociable. His liar character can manipulate the events of his murder 

and make people deny the murder committed by Ted, even though Ted had 

consistently said he was innocent or not guilty. Furthermore, Ted had an arrogant 

characteristic from which he always felt that he was more than people about anything. 
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