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THE MOVEMENT OF WOMEN IN OBTAINING GENDER EQUALITY IN 

SUFFRAGETTE (2015) MOVIE : A FEMINIST APPROACH 

 

Abstrak 

 

Artikel ini ditulis untuk menganalisis perjuangan gerakan perempuan Inggris untuk 

mencari keadilan dalam pemungutan suara abad ke-19 dalam film Suffragette. Tujuan 

penulisan artikel ini adalah untuk mendeskripsikan bagaimana pergerakan perempuan 

Inggris pada abad ke-19 untuk bisa mendapatkan haknya dalam hal memilih. Karena 

saat itu, hanya laki-laki yang boleh memberikan suaranya dalam politik dan 

pemerintahan. Dalam proses analisis ini, penulis menggunakan metode kualitatif dan 

menggunakan perspektif feminis. Metode pengumpulan data yang dilakukan penulis 

adalah melalui menonton film, memahami jalan cerita film Suffragette, memahami 

penokohan, dan memahami masalah yang diangkat dalam film. hasil tulisan ini ingin 

menunjukkan tentang perjuangan yang dilakukan oleh Suffragette dalam mengambil 

haknya. Tidak hanya hak untuk bisa mendapatkan hak memilih, tetapi juga hak 

berupa kesetaraan gender, karena pada saat itu tergambar bahwa perempuan memiliki 

porsi pekerjaan yang lebih besar dengan upah yang lebih rendah dibandingkan 

dengan laki-laki dengan porsi yang lebih kecil. pekerjaan tetapi lebih banyak upah. 

Pesan yang diangkat dalam film ini sangat menarik karena permasalahan yang ada 

dalam film tersebut merupakan kenyataan yang juga sedang dihadapi oleh masyarakat 

kita saat ini. 

Kata kunci : pergerakan, feminis, kesetaraan gender 

 

Abstract 

 

This study focuses on finding out more about the childhood trauma and its This 

article was written to analyze the struggle of the British women's movement to seek 

justice in the 19th century voting in the Suffragette movie. The purpose of writing 

this article is to describe how the movement of British women in the 19th century to 

be able to get their rights in terms of voting. Because at that time, only men were 

allowed to cast their votes in politics and government. In this analysis process, the 

writer uses qualitative methods and using a feminist perspective. The method of data 

collection conducted by the writer is through watching films, understanding the 

storyline of the Suffragette film, understanding characterizations, and understanding 

the issues raised in the movie. the results of this paper want to show about the 

struggle carried out by the Suffragette in taking their rights. Not only the right to be 

able to get the right to vote, but also the right in the form of gender equality, because 

at that time it was illustrated that women have a greater share of work with lower 

wages compared to men with a smaller portion of work but more wages. The message 

raised in this film is very interesting because the problems that exist in the film are a 

reality that is being faced by our society as well at this time. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

The suffragette movement in Great Britain was a movement carried out by British 

women in the late 19th and early 20th centuries fighting for their rights in elections. 

Because at that time, general elections could only be followed by men. Women did 

not have the right to vote, women can not nominate herself in politics, this inequality 

was very clear at that time. Men dominate the realm of life, such as in the family, 

society, politics, to the economy. In life, men have more authority over women, 

children and property. Indirectly, this kind of thinking places the position of women 

below men.  This view causes the absence of gender equality between men and 

women, women are considered as creatures with levels below men who are 

considered as the main power holders and dominate in the role of political leadership, 

moral authority, social rights and property control. Women are considered not to have 

the calm temperament or balance of mind to make judgments in political matters. If 

women are allowed to vote, it is a disadvantage in the social structure. Women have 

been represented by their fathers, brothers and husbands. Once the voting rights are 

granted to women, they will then ask for the right to become members of parliament, 

cabinet ministers, judges. 

The issue of gender equality was raised in a film written by Abi Morgan and 

directed by Sarah Gavron. They consider this struggle is a very big struggle for 

women, because their struggle is not easy, they must fight against the patriarchal 

system that is inherent they must fight in voicing their rights as women in which they 

assume that they have the same rights as men . This issue is very important to be 

raised so that women out there are aware and willing to fight for their rights. Sarah 

Gavron herself is very interested in stories about women, and her mother is a person 

involved in politics. He saw that much of the political world was dominated by men. 

Therefore he felt there had to be a change. 

This film tells the true story of women warriors who demanded to get the right to 

vote but did not also get a response because it was ignored by the ruling government. 
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in England. The film is set in England in 1912, when at that time a movement called 

"Suffragette" emerged, the purpose of this movement was to demand equality 

between men and women in voting at that time only men who can participate in 

voting. The director, Sarah Gavron said that the purpose he created this film was to 

create a film work by raising the issue of representative feminism in describing the 

issue of gender equality in the present and the past.  

Although the main character in this film is only a fictional character, but some of 

the events told in Suffragette are a historical fact of the women's movement in 

England, including the figure of Emily Pankhurst who is the mastermind or leader of 

the Suffragette movement. This feminism is based on gender differences where 

women are often treated differently and are seen as inferior to men. Feminism is an 

understanding of the struggle of the women's movement in achieving gender equality. 

This understanding is intended so that women can be seen as equal, and can make 

women better and fairer. 

Sarah Gavron managed to make this film a touching historical drama. The 

dialogue used in this film may seem simple, but it can describe the conditions about 

the character of each player, and easy to understand. Visually, you can see the picture 

attached to each character. The cast was considered successful and performed very 

well playing a female activist who also received personal pressure and problems. 

although the main character in this film is only a fictional character, but some of the 

events told in this film are historical facts of the women's movement in England. 

2. METHOD 

There are several methods in this research. This article is a literature study using 

Suffragette movie (2015) as the object of the article. In analyzing the data, the authors 

use a descriptive qualitatve to analyse Suffragette movie. In (Streubert Speziale & 

Carpenter, 2007) the main characteristics in qualitative descriptive discussions are 

discussing phenomena with deepening, conducting thorough investigations, and 

reporting all findings of literary works. The data in this study are in the form of film 

scripts and pictures thet show scenes according to the rebellion in the main character. 
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There are two sources of data in this study, namely primary data and secondary data. 

In primary data sources, this research using the Suffragette movie (2015) and the 

secondary data sources of this research is the previous study, papers, article, journal, 

internet that supports this research. 

3. FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

The author analyzes the character in the Suffragette film, namely Maud Watts, and 

how this film reflects the struggles of a feminist woman as outlined in the character of 

Maud Watts. 

3.1 The Main Character Potrayed in the Film 

This film describes the life experiences of women’s struggle characters who live 

in the midst of patriarchal culture. The main character in this film is named Maud 

Watts. In the story, this film tells the life experience of Maud Watts who was a 

female struggle figure in England at that time, this film tells about her life as a 

woman who has a husband and a child and works in a laundry called Glass House 

Laundry.  

It can be seen in this film, Maud Watts is shown with various outfits. Before 

joining as a member of the Suffragette, Maud usually wore the clothes commonly 

worn by British women in that era, namely using a dress and wrapped in a coat, 

but after becoming a member of the Suffragette Maud Watts’ appearance looked a 

little different, the clothes worn looked more elegant, she wore a dress and hat 

with more prominent accents and motifs. The color of the clothes worn by Maud 

Watts is also different, before she followed the Suffragette movement she wore 

dark clothes, but after that she was seen wearing lighter colors. 

In this film, the character of Maud Watts is also considered a round character 

because there are changes in her life. Round characters are characters with a 

variety of traits that are often contradictory and tend to be complicated, the way a 

character talks to himself and responds in conflict situations gives an indication of 
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whether she is developing or not. Round characters are dynamic in the sense that 

they indicate changes in the duration of the game or the course of the story. As the 

main character, Maud’s description becomes the most dominant in the film. 

Because of this, her characteristics can be seen clearly, she is described as brave, 

hardworking, and responsible. 

Table 1. The Main Character Potrayed in the Film 

No. Details Pictures 

1 Brave 

Miller : It’ll do her some good, 

eh? 

Maud : Violet. I’ll come with 

you tomorrow, hear you speak.  

Sonny : Maud. What are you 

doing? 

Maud : I’m just gonna listen. 

 

 

2 Hard Work 

 

Taylor: Maud – take  this up to 

the West End. 

It’s meant to be there by  six. 

Maud: Delivery should have 

picked it    up. 

 

 

Figure 1. Maud's Brave Character 

Figure 2. Maud's Hardwork Women 
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3 Responsible 

Maud: You eaten? 

Sonny: Mrs. Garston did her  

best. 

Maud: I’ll make you some  tea. 

Sonny: I waited and waited for 

you till   it was  

almost dawn. I was praying for 

you to come home. 

Maud: I’m back now. 

Sonny: You won’t ever shame 

me like  that again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2  Feminist Movement Reflected in the Suffragette Film 

Judging from several scenes and dialogues, in this film there is a feminist 

movement. Such as liberal feminism, radical feminism, anarchist feminism and 

Marxist feminism. The following is an explanation of the scenes reflected in the 

novel. 

Table 2. Feminist Movement Reflected in the Suffragette Film 

No Details Pictures 

1 Liberal Feminism 

Feminism is one of the 

movements to get equal rights 

in life of their own choice. The 

demands are freedom and 

equality of access to the same 

education, reform of laws that 

are unfair and tend to be 

discriminatory. 

 

Figure 3. Maud's Responsible 

Figure 4. Liberal Feminism 
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2 Radical Feminism 

The oppression of women 

occurs as a result of the 

patriarchal system and the 

female body is the main object 

of oppression, as well as 

problems with the body and 

reproductive rights, sexuality, 

sexism, relations over male 

power. 

 

 

3 Anarchist Feminism 

In this feminism, it was more 

directed to political 

understanding where at that 

time women had no right to 

enter the world of politics. That 

is the argument of some 

politicians who do not want 

women to interfere in political 

affairs. Because they don't want 

to equalize with women and 

continue to make women their 

workers in other words. 

 

 

Figure 5. Radical Femisim 

Figure 6. Anarchist Feminism 
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4 Marxist Feminism 

Women are seen from the point 

of view of class theory as an 

oppressed class of society. 

Maud explained about the 

injustice in terms of the wages 

paid by her superiors when she 

was in parliament as a 

representative of her workplace 

 

 

 

3.3 Discussion 

This study describes how the main character is depicted in the film, the feminism 

movement reflected in the film, the struggle of Maud Watts as the main character 

seen from the feminist approach and the values reflected in the film are 

appropriate in the current era. The researcher took the Suffragette film as the 

object of research. Feminists are women’s struggle movements in fighting for 

their rights as women and refusing to submit to government rules that suppress 

them.  

In this film, several feminist movements are reflected in the film, such as 

liberal feminism, radical feminism, anarchist feminism and also Marxist 

feminism. Where the four feminisms can be seen clearly when the film starts 

playing. 

According to Rastina, Surya Sili, Nasrullah (2019) who wrote a journal 

entitled “The Characteristics of Maud Watts' Masculinity as a Female Character 

in the Suffragette Film” which discusses the masculinity side of Maud Watts who 

works as a laundry worker. Masculinity itself can be interpreted as masculinity or 

Figure 7. Marxist Feminism 
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maturity, masculinity is different from gender, both men and women can be 

masculine. The characteristics inherent in this trait are, independence, courage, 

and assertiveness. In the film Suffragette, Maud Watts is portrayed as a strong and 

independent woman. The researcher agrees with the research above because 

Maud is indeed an independent and strong woman. She is strong about what 

happened to her and is independent when she has to live alone without her 

husband. 

In this case, it gives a little picture of Maud Watts which is reflected in the 

film Suffragette. Which shows how Maud is independent and strong in facing her 

life’s problems alone. 

The journal research written by Victoria and Virgitta with the title “Analysis 

of Women’s Struggle in Rejecting Patriarchal Culture” the author analyzes a film 

entitled “Marlina the Murderer in Four Acts”. This film shows how the life of a 

woman who lives under pressure, is looked down upon, treated lowly, and is still 

considered a tool of men in any way and under any conditions, they still struggle 

to defend their rights and dare to refuse. things that are considered untrue. In this 

film, the researcher finds many discourses that show the struggle of Sumbawa 

women against patriarchal culture. So now women have become people who dare 

to come out of fear and oppression and become someone who is strong and dares 

to take action to fight for and get justice. 

The emergence of an idea and thought about the debate on women's rights in 

the socio-cultural field formed a theory of feminism. Men construct or change the 

definition of women in the socio-cultural realm with meaning as the role of 

housewives, being gentle, and obedient to men, and then this is opposed by 

women (Hannam, 2007). The emergence of various social organizations related to 

feminism in the 60s and 70s with the aim of fighting for women's rights which 

include civil rights, political rights, such as the right to proper education and the 

right to vote is a sign that the feminism movement is growing (Walters, 2007). 
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This is relevant to Maud, where since childhood he did not go to school but 

worked in a laundry place until she got married. She always obeys her superiors 

without bothering to challenge because of ignorance. Lack of understanding and 

knowledge, for example, such as issues of domestic violence and divorce, because 

they do not understand the roles, rights, and ways of making decisions for women 

and men (R Fauziah, 2015). 

Research on literary works using a feminist approach has been widely carried 

out. But research on feminism in the film Suffragette is still not much done. The 

findings of this study are to identify and describe the feminism that is reflected in 

this film. In addition, it also reveals the reason why this film was shown. This 

research is expected to support previous research. 

4. CONCLUSION 

The film Suffragette depicts the feminist movement. There are four different styles of 

feminism described in this film. First, liberal feminism, which seeks to liberate 

women from repressive gender norms and obtain equal voting rights and other rights. 

Second, Marxist feminism, which was founded by Karl Marx, a German philosopher 

who was the formulator of social conflicts in which women are oppressed due to their 

physical state, which is deemed inferior and weak to males. Third, radical feminism is 

a believes patriarchal oppression is the source of women’s oppression. Fourth, 

anarchist feminism is a political ideology that prohibits women from participating in 

politics. 

Maud Watts is the primary character in this film. In the story, Maud Watts, a 

female struggle figure in England at the period, describes her existence as a woman 

with a husband and a child who works in a wash named Glass House Laundry. Her 

attributes as the primary character are evident; she is defined as brave, diligent, and 

responsible. She’s fighting for votes. Maud Watts engages in a number of feminism-

related activities. One of them is the legal right to child custody; she wants her child 

back in her arms. And the film’s importance is that you should never give up easy. 
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Mrs. Phankhurst advised Maud not to give up on anything. As a result, men will no 

longer dislike women. The film “Suffragette” according to the researcher, depicts a 

lot about the feminism , starting with the talks, attitudes, and actions of each 

character. 

REFFERENCES 

AMBARWATI, Y. (2008). GENDER INJUSTICE IN ANDY TENNANT’S ANNA 

AND THE KING MOVIE: SOCIALIST FEMINISM APPROACH . 

Danadharta, I. (2019). REPESENTASI FEMINIS MARXIS DALAM FILM 

SUFFRAGETTE. Jurnal Representamen Vol 5 No. 01 . 

Junliana Simakud, V. P., & Septyana, V. (2020). ANALISIS PERJUANGAN 

PEREMPUAN DALAM MENOLAK BUDAYA PATRIARKI . Jurnal 

SEMIOTIKA, 77-101. 

Margono, A. (2015). PERJUANGAN KESETARAAN GENDER TOKOH WANITA 

PADA NOVEL-NOVEL KARYA ABIDAH EL KHALIEQY. 

http://journal.unnes.ac.id/sju/index.php/seloka. 

Muqoyyidin, A. W. (2013). WACANA KESETARAAN GENDER: PEMIKIRAN 

ISLAM KONTEMPORER TENTANG GERAKAN FEMINISME ISLAM. 

Jurnal Al-Ulum Volume. 13 Nomor 2, Desember 2013, 491-512. 

Ningsih, D. M. (n.d.). Kesetaraan Gender dalam perspektif Kehidupan Politik. 

Nur, G. N. (2020). PEREMPUAN DALAM FEMININITAS DAN FEMINITITAS 

BARU. Jurnal Harkat : Media Komunikasi gender, 27-37. 

PUSPITASARI, I. (2017). LIBERAL FEMINISM VALUES OF THE MAIN 

CHARACTER IN SUFFRAGETTE (2015) FILM. 

Puspitawati, H. (2013). KONSEP, TEORI DAN ANALISIS GENDER. 

RAHMAN, A. (2017). PERSPEKTIF GENDER DALAM NOVEL SUTIKARYA 

SAPARDI DJOKO DAMONO : TINJAUAN FEMINISME SASTRA DAN 

IMPLEMENTASINYA PADA PEMBELAJARAN SASTRA DI SMA. 

Rastina, S. S. (2019). MASCULINITY TRAITS OF MAUD WATTS AS A 

FEMALE CHARACTER IN THE SUFFRAGETTE FILM. Jurnal Ilmu 

BudayaVol. 3, No. 3, Juli 2019 e-ISSN 2549-7715, 268-276. 



12 
 

Resti Fauziah, N. M. (n.d.). PENGETAHUAN MASYARAKAT DESATENTANG 

KESETARAAN GENDER. 147-300. 

TUTININGSIH. (2015). WOMEN’S INDEPENDENCE INHENRIK IBSEN'S THE 

LADY FROM THE SEA PLAY (1888):A FEMINIST APPROACH. 

Umar, M. (2005). Propaganda Feminisme dan Perubahan Sosial. 


