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RACISM AND SLAVERY IN THE ADVENTURE OF HUCKLEBERRY FINN 

NOVEL (1885): SOCIOLOGICAL APPROACH 

 

Abstrak 

 

Novel adalah karya sastra yang panjang dan berisi rangkaian cerita dari kehidupan 

seseorang dengan orang-orang di sekitarnya serta menonjolkan sifat dan watak 

pelakunya. Dalam penelitian ini, penulis tertarik untuk mengkaji rasisme dan 

perbudakan dalam novel The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn dengan menggunakan 

pendekatan sosiologis. Pendekatan sosiologis mengarah pada hubungan karya sastra 

dengan masyarakat. Penelitian ini merupakan penelitian deskriptif kualitatif, dimana 

data diperoleh berdasarkan hasil dokumentasi peneliti terhadap novel The Adventures 

of Huckleberry Finn. Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengidentifikasi jenis 

rasisme dan perbudakan yang terdapat dalam novel The Adventures of Huckleberry. 

Mendeskripsikan bagaimana refleksi rasisme dikaitkan dengan kondisi sosial 

masyarakat, dan mendeskripsikan kondisi sosial dalam novel The Adventures of 

Huckleberry Finn. Hasil dari penelitian ini adalah terdapat tiga jenis rasisme yang 

terdapat dalam novel, yaitu diskriminasi, kekerasan dan prasangka. Adapun jenis 

perbudakan dalam novel tersebut menggambarkan perbudakan barang, yaitu 

perdagangan budak yang dilakukan oleh Raja dan Pangeran. Refleksi dalam novel The 

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn adalah adanya rasisme dan perbudakan yang terjadi 

di masyarakat akibat perang dunia. Kondisi sosial yang terkait dengan novel tersebut 

adalah kekerasan, penipuan, dan rasisme yang dialami oleh Huck dan Jim. 

Kata kunci: novel, rasisme, perbudakan 

 

Abstract 

 

A novel is a long literary work and contains a series of stories from a person's life with 

the people around him and highlights the nature and character of the actor. In this study, 

the writer is interested in studying racism and slavery in the novel The Adventures of 

Huckleberry Finn by using a sociological approach. The sociological approach leads to 

the relationship of literary works with society. This research is descriptive qualitative 

research, where the data is obtained based on the results of the researcher's 

documentation of the novel The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. The purpose of this 

study is to identify the types of racism and slavery contained in the novel The 

Adventures of Huckleberry. Describe how the reflection of racism is related to the 

social conditions of society, and describe the social conditions in the novel The 

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. The result of this research is that there are three types 

of racism contained in the novel, namely discrimination, violence and prejudice. As for 

the type of slavery in the novel, it describes chattel slavery, namely the slave trade 

carried out by the King and Prince. The reflection in the novel The Adventures of 

Huckleberry Finn is the existence of racism and slavery that occurred in society as a 
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result of the world war. The social conditions that relate to the novel are the violence, 

fraud, and racism experienced by Huck and Jim. 

Keywords:novel,racism, slavery 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Racism is an event or situation that assesses various actions and values in a group based 

on its cultural perspective which views all the social values of other societies outside 

of themselves.Slavery is a condition in which one human being is under the direction 

of another person. A slave was considered by law as property, or movable property, 

and usually slaves often lost most of the rights that were normally held by free 

people.Racism often arises from the viewpoint of a society to differentiate its group 

from other groups. These differences can be seen in the physical form of the community 

or group, such as skin color and face shape.The object to be examined in this study is 

about the conflict of racism and slavery in The Adventure of The Huckleberry Finn 

novel.In the whole story, the novel seems to criticize the attitudes of the general public 

at that time, especially about racism. 

The importance of examining this object is because today's racism is in an 

increasingly advanced development. The term racism is one of the important 

discussions in the field of sociology, because racism is one of the human phenomena 

that often occurs in society. The discussion on the issue of racism cannot be separated 

from the discussion of minority groups which in many ways are not treated unfairly by 

the majority group, in this case racial differences. 

Racism is associated with the novel The Adventures of Mark Twain's 

Huckleberry Fin by Mark Twain. Mark Twain is the pen name of Samuel Langhorne 

Clemens. He is an American novelist, writer, and teacher. He was born in 1835.The 

author is interested in studying further the problem of racism, especially in the 19th 

century, where acts that led to racial discrimination were very intensively carried out 

in the United States. 

2. METHOD 

This research is included in the literature study which is a qualitative research type. 

Qualitative research is research that is descriptive and tends to use analysis. The object 
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of this research is Mark Twain's novel entitled The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, 

published by Chatto & Windus / Charles L. Webster And Company on December 10, 

1884.Data sources of this study as follow Primary Data and secondary data. The source 

of primary data is a novel entitled “The Adventure of Huckleberry Finn” which 

published in 1884.The data sources of secondary data are references and materials 

related to research both taken from books, journals and from the internet. The data 

collection technique used in this research is observation. The researcher observes the 

novel which is the primary data and then looks for journals and literature related to the 

problems in the novel. There are several data collection techniques are, read the novel 

in more detail and depth to find out and determine the topic of the problem to be 

analyzed.Underline phrases, sentences, or paragraphs from the novel that relate to the 

formulation of the problem. This is done to make it easier to find data that is by the 

problem formulation.Read several ebooks, journals, theses related to research to get 

more detailed and in-depth information related to the topic of discussion, namely 

slavery and how to apply it through a sociological approach.Make notes on important 

sections related to slavery and racism to make it easier to find and understand things 

related to primary and secondary data. 

3. FINDING AND DISCUSSION  

3.1 The kinds of racism and slavery reflected in The Adventure of 

Huckleberry Fin novel. 

3.1.1 Kinds of racism 

The Adventure of Huckleberry Finn is a novel that was published in 1885 

and tells about slavery racism, especially about slavery racism directed at 

Jim who played the Negro slave Miss Watson. The researcher observed the 

kinds of racism that occurred in the novel The Adventure of Huckleberry 

Finn. There are the kinds of racism that be concluded: 

a. Discrimination 

The first kinds of racism are discrimination, discrimination starts from the 

beginning of their adventurous journey sailing from the islands to the canoe 
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made by Huck and Jim. Because Jim is a nigger slave and to guard Jim from 

outsider’s attack. Huck feels Jim is different from him therefore he must 

have many ways to cover Jim from the people around. It is described as: 

“So, you take it all, we're gonna make a great catch. 

When we were ready to leave we were a quarter of a mile 

under the island and I took Jim in a dinghy that was wide 

enough and covered in blankets because to trap people he 

would know he was a nigger. So that's a great 

way.”(Twain, 2013 : Chapter 9, p. 53) 

As they both boarded the canoe, Huck told Jim to lie down in the 

canoe and he also told Jim to cover himself to avoid being discovered by 

others. Early on in their journey, Huck thought Jim was different from him. 

On the other hand, Huck was raised to be a racist so it took him a 

while to apologize to a black man like Jim for lying to him. As described: 

"I believe that he cares about other people just as much 

as white people do.” (Twain, 2013: Chapter 23, p. 158) 

It all started with Huck's attitude about how he saw black people and 

slaves had changed. She realized that Jim was human, with real feelings, 

just like him. The irony is that it's the most natural thing in the world for 

people to love their families, but Huck was brought up to think that it wasn't 

natural for a black man to do so. But one time, Huck observed Jim and made 

a statement for him to secretly keep the statement to himself. It’s described: 

“I know he's already white from the inside”. (Twain, 

2013: Chapter 40, p. 278) 

Huck told Jim. Although it sounds racist but Huck is an uneducated 

person who comes from the old south, according to Huck his remarks don't 

matter because this is actually a compliment about his friend. White people 

are seen by many of their race as kind and trustworthy. And black people 

are the opposite, the same people believe. 
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b. Violence  

The other kinds of racism that occurred in this novel is violence. When Tom 

plans a secret oath for a band of robbers, the oath reads that every member 

must be loyal to the gang and if someone harms one of the members, every 

other member is appointed to take revenge and must do so. It’s described 

as: 

"This is Huck Finn, he has no family, what are you going 

to do for him?" (said Ben Rogers) 

"Didn't he have a father?" (said, Tom Sawyer) 

"Yes, he does have a father, but you won't be able to find 

him these days. He used to get drunk with pigs at the 

Tanyard, but he hasn't been seen for a year or more" 

"They talked about it a lot and they would overlook me 

because they said every boy had to have a family or 

someone to be killed, otherwise it wouldn't be fair to the 

others. Well, no one would be able to think of anything to 

do at all. People were confused and silent and I 

immediately thought of leaving, and I offered to Miss 

Watson that they could kill her."(Twain, 2013: Chapter 2, 

p. 8) 

Everyone agrees with Tom's agreement, which contains that he must 

remain loyal to the group and will not reveal any secrets, and that if anyone 

breaks the rules, the members will be retaliated by killing the perpetrator 

and his entire family.  

On the other hand, Huck is a boy who has a drunken father. Every 

day, he was locked up by his father alone in his hut. He was always beaten 

by his father when his father was drunk. Because of that, Huck couldn't 

stand his condition. So, he devised a plan to run away from his father. It is 

described with a quote as: 

“But by and by pap go too handy with his hick’ry, and I 
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couldn’t stand it. I was all over welts”.  (Twain, 2013: 

Chapter 6, p. 26) 

After Huck's father had disappeared drunk for a long time, he finally 

reappeared. Huck's father is surprised to see Huck's progress because he 

feels Huck is now an educated person who can read and write, unlike when 

he lived with him. For two days Huck's father went to town all he heard 

about was Huck's fortune. Huck had deposited the money with Judge 

Thatcher and apparently his father knew about it. 

“He catched me a couple of times and trashed me, but I 

went to school just the same, and dodged him or outrun 

him most of the time”. .”(Twain, 2013: Chapter 6, p. 25) 

Huck's father did not accept the widow treatment of teaching his son 

to read and write which made him feel very proud because of it. Huck's 

father is also very enthusiastic about taking Huck's money from Judge 

Thatcher to claim his right to Huck's money. The money will be used by 

Huck's father to drink whiskey 

c. Prejudice 

Another type of racism that occurs in this novel is prejudice. As the two of 

them were about to approach the clear waters of Ohio, Huck was surprised 

when Jim was so excited at the thought of freedom fever, he even mumbled 

that he had thoughts of stealing his children out of the bondage zone. The 

children in question are the children of another man. It’s described as: 

"My heart froze when I heard those words. In the past, 

Jim couldn't have dared to speak like that. Look how big 

it is when you know that you will soon be free. As the 

saying goes, "Give a nigger an inch and he will take a 

cubit". a result of my lack of thinking. A nigger slave I 

had helped would run away, shamelessly saying that he 

would look for his children. The children he had from 

people I didn't know, someone who never hurt my heart 

at all"(Twain, 2013: Chapter 16, p. 92) 
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The data above shows several kinds of racism, racism begins because 

of differences in skin color which causes biological differences inherent in 

the human race.The racism is most evident in Huck Finn's character himself, 

and can be seen in how he relates to runaway Negro slave Jim. Huck is 

simply a product of his environment and upbringing. Although he reflects 

the cruelty and injustice towards black people, he is completely unaware 

that this is a wrong attitude that he should not to do. 

3.1.2 Kind of slavery  

Slavery is a sensitive topic that occurs in society. The definition of slavery 

is someone who has power over others, who buys other people to be his 

subordinates. So in other terms slavery is a condition where a person is 

legally owned by another person where he is required to work for that person 

(Patterson, 2005). In his theory, Patterson describes that there are four types 

of slavery, including: 

a. Debt Bondage 

The debt bondage type of slavery is slavery whose victims are poor people 

who have debts. A person trapped in poverty is forced to borrow money then 

in return, they are asked to pay back their debts by working as slaves. 

b. Chattel Slavery 

This type of slavery is initiated through a mutual agreement that occurs 

between the employer and the worker as a form of exchanging money with 

labour or vice versa. 

c. Forced Slavery 

Forced slavery is slavery in which a person is forced to work against his 

abilities and is under threat, coercion and other legal violence. 

d. Forced Marriage 

This theory is a slave marriage theory where slaves are bought by their 

masters for sexual violence. In the case of this type of slavery, forced 

marriages or contracts may arise which are detrimental to the second party 
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as a slave. The type of slavery contained in the novel The Adventures of 

Huckleberry Finn is Chattel Slavery. Chattel slavery is a type of slavery with 

a contractual agreement where slaves are traded like goods. Slaves are 

considered like goods that can be bargained and sold by their masters. In the 

novel, the type of chattel slavery can be seen in the sentence: 

"Two slave merchants have arrived, the king sold all the 

niggers he had at a fair price and would be paid by money 

order three days later. Two sons of the nigger slaves were 

sent to Memphis, and their mother was sent to Orleans". 

(Twain, 2013: Chapter 27, p. 185-186) 

 

The king who was a swindler influenced the daughters of Mr Peter to 

sell all of Mr Peter's inheritance, house, and all of Mr Peter's inheritance. 

The girls melted and asked the king to sell all of his father's inheritance as 

soon as possible. Two days after the funeral of Mr Peter the king hastened 

to announce that he would soon sell the relics of Mr Peter and his slaves. 

Not after a few days, the Negro slaves auctioned from Mr Peter's house were 

offered and bought by the new Master. The Negro slaves in Mr Peter's house 

were sold separately from his family, so they had to live far away from his 

family where his son was in Memphis and his mother was in Orleans. 

Therefore, the king's actions include chattel slavery which uses slaves to be 

traded.  

3.2 The reflection of racism in African American reflected in the novel. 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is a novel by the famous American writer 

Mark Twain. Through the works he wrote, Twain not only told about his 

experiences as a child but also described the racism that occurred in America 

before the civil war, especially in South America. Twain as a novelist also 

presented a picture of social problems that occurred in American society before 

the civil war that occurred in 1861-1865. The slavery that continues to grow 

and is even legalized by the American government has led to acts of racism 
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between white and black people. The novel The Adventure of Huckleberry Finn 

reflects the act of slavery that leads to racism. The action is depicted when Huck 

is at Mrs Doughlass' house. In that house, there is a slave named Jim, the slave 

of Miss Watson. This can be seen from the sentence: 

"He is Miss Watson's big slave, named Jim, he is sitting 

at the kitchen door, we can see him clearly because there 

is a light behind him". (Twain, 2013: Chapter 2, p. 5) 

 

In addition to Miss Watson who has a slave named Jim, Twain as a 

novelist also describes a Negro slave in the Grangerford family's house. When 

Huck got lost he told him that at Grangerford's house there were some Negro 

slaves who were employed as slaves. The nigger slaves were named Betsy and 

Buck. Betsy is an old woman who becomes a slave, while Buck is a slave given 

to accompany Huck. With the following sentence: 

“Betsy (she's a nigger), you fly around and give her 

something to eat, as fast as you can, unfortunately, and 

one of you guys go and wake up Buck tell her—oh here 

she is. Buck, take this little stranger and remove the wet 

clothes from him and dress him in the dry clothes." 

(Twain, 2013: Chapter 17, p. 101) 

 

Another racist depiction of slavery occurs when Huck, the king and prince 

goes to Peter's family. At Peter's family home, the King claims to be Peter's 

brother and he holds a banquet for his neighbors. Huck told people that the 

dinner was sumptuous and crowded. Huck stood behind the king and prince to 

serve them while the others were served by the nigger slaves. Huck runs away 

from the king and prince and goes to Mr Phelps' house in Orleans to help Jim 

who has been sold by the king. Inside the house, Huck also explains that there 

were some nigger slaves who were employed for Mrs Sally and Mrs Phelps. It 

can be seen from the sentence: 

“A nigger woman just came out of the kitchen with a 

roller in her hand…… 
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And behind the woman followed a little nigger girl and 

two little nigger boys wearing nothing but tow rope shirts. 

They also hung from her mother's dress, then they peered 

from behind her at me with coy eyes, as they had always 

done before. And here is a white woman who ran away 

from home.” (Twain, 2013: Chapter 22, p. 222) 

 

Racism was a legal act until late 1965 after the civil war. However, when 

the civil war broke out in America it resulted in social instability as a result of 

the industrial revolution. This causes slavery to occur everywhere. The civil 

war that occurred in 1861-1865 resulted in important social changes and rapid 

economic and technological developments. Based on the available information, 

it is proven that in America slavery is happening legally. This condition is 

reflected in the novel The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, which tells the story 

of Huck and Jim when they meet in the forest. Jim tells Huck that he wants the 

freedom to redeem his wife and children who had been sold into slavery on the 

plantations. As in the sentence below 

“Jim talks loudly all the time while I'm busy talking to 

myself. He revealed how the first thing he would 

immediately do when he arrived in a free state. He 

planned to save and never spend a penny, and when he 

had enough he would buy his wife, who was bought by the 

owner of the ranch near Miss Watson's house. After that, 

the next plan they both will work to buy their two children. 

If the masters of their children don't want to then they will 

ask an Ab'litionist to go and kidnap them." (Twain, 2013: 

Chapter 16, p. 91) 

 

Twain also describes the slave trade through the story when the king sold 

Jim to a plantation landowner in Orleans, named Mr Phelps. When Huck runs 

away from the king and prince at the party, it's a shame that Jim has been sold 

to Mr Phelps. This is because the king knew that Huck had run away from him 

while he was being punished for his fraud. King deliberately sold Jim to get 

easy money from Mr Phelps. Turns out, not unexpectedly that Mr Phleps is the 

uncle of Tom Swayer, Huck's friend so they can free Jim easily. 
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The description of the slave trade is also closely explained in the novel 

through the story of Jim who tells Huck that he ran away from Miss Watson's 

house because he knew that he would be sold to the south of America. This is 

illustrated in the quote from the novel The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn in 

the sentence: 

 "Well, one night I felt goosebumps I crawled towards the 

door that had not been closed tightly. I heard Miss 

Watson tell Mrs Dowager that she didn't want to sell me 

to Orleans, but someone had offered me eight hundred 

dollars. A very large number and made Miss Watson 

worried. Mrs Dowager persuaded her not to sell me, but 

I didn't wait any longer until their conversation was over 

and I quickly ran away from there. I ran towards the foot 

of the hill hoping to steal a boat there.” (Twain, 2013: 

Chapter 8, p. 45) 

 

 In addition, when Huck gets information from an old woman he meets in 

the city under his guise, it also describes slavery. The old lady said that people 

knew that Jim had run away from Miss Watson's house and that there was a 

contest that whoever found him would get a prize. After hearing the story Huck 

rushed to tell Jim then prepared their equipment and immediately left the place 

before being arrested. 

Based on the results of data analysis, in addition to relating to the 

description of slavery and the slave trade that has been described in the novel, 

the racism contained in the novel The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is also 

described by Twain as the author of the novel. Twain accentuates this form of 

racism by using the word Nigger in the novel when Huck refers to Jim as Miss 

Watson's nigger. Not only Huck, but Twain as a writer also mentions all slaves 

in the novel using the word negro. As in the sentence below: 

"Miss Watson's big nigger named Jim, sitting at the 

kitchen door, we can see it quite clearly because there is 

a light behind him." (Twain, 2013: Chapter 2, p. 5) 

“Everyone has their nigger to help them—Buck too. My 

nigger has an easy and organized time because I warn 
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against being used and owned by anyone and just doing 

whatever it takes for me, but Buck most of the time”. 

(Twain, 2013: Chapter 18, p. 109) 

Although almost all of his novels discuss slavery, Twain presents Huck 

as a white man who opposes slavery. In his novel, Twain explains that by his 

actions Huck is a white man who wants to help Jim to get his freedom. 

Evidently when Huck lied to people who were looking for Jim's whereabouts. 

Huck asks Jim to hide in the raft and asks him to cover himself with the blanket. 

Next, Huck tells the people looking for Jim that he doesn't see him and will take 

Jim to his master if he finds him. Even though Huck knew and understood that 

helping slaves was a big mistake for white people, he still tried to help Jim. At 

first, Huck was worried about what he had done but he kept telling himself that 

he had made the best decision for helping Jim. It can be seen in the sentence: 

“I don't immediately answer their question for a second 

or two and hold myself back and come out with it, and I 

warn you that it's not manly enough with no rabbit 

courage. I saw I became weak and just gave up, stood up 

then said: He is white (Twain, 2013: Chapter 16, p. 93). 

 

The depiction of slavery in this novel leads to racist acts committed by 

white people against their Negro slaves. Besides Huck, another character who 

also opposes slavery is Tom. He helps Huck to free Jim from his uncle. Huck 

told Tom he had made a mistake for helping a nigger slave, but he had to do it. 

After hearing Huck's words, Tom unexpectedly said that he wanted to help 

Huck to free Jim. At first, Huck didn't believe that Tom would help him even 

though it was quite hard at first and they knew that what they had done was a 

big mistake for helping a slave. 

3.3 The social condition based on The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn novel. 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Fin is a novel by Mark Twain which tells about 

the journey of Huck and his friend Jim (a slave who is desperate to escape by 

crossing the Mississippi river using the help of a raft). This novel was banned 

from circulation because its contents were considered to be offensive to 
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religious and ethical racism. This novel also tells about the differences that exist 

between blacks and whites. This novel tells about the social conditions 

experienced by African-American society at that time where racism and slavery 

occurred in society. The initial story of the novel describes the condition of Mrs 

Doughlass's house which has a slave, one of whom is named Jim. Jim was an 

old Negro man who had to be separated from his wife and children to become 

Miss Watson's slave. Jim's wife and children were also separated because they 

were sold to different masters. The storyline of this novel tells that almost every 

white person owns a slave. This can be seen in the following sentences: 

“Jim kept talking in a loud voice while I was just talking 

to myself. He said what was the first thing he would do 

when he got to a free state, he planned to save and not 

spend a penny. When he had enough, he would buy his 

wife who was a slave on a farm close to where Miss 

Watson lived. Then they both will work to buy their child. 

If their Master does not want to sell them then he will ask 

an Ab'litionist to steal them." (Twain, 2013: Chapter 16, 

p. 91) 

 

The social conditions at that time were closely related to slavery, apart 

from the sentence above, slavery was also described when Jim ran away from 

Mrs Watson's house. This incident illustrates that there was slave trade. Jim 

talks about the slave trade when he meets Huck when he runs away from Mrs 

Watson. Jim's story as a slave continues when he is sold by the king to a 

plantation owner in Orleans. Jim was also imprisoned because he was 

considered a Negro who had run away from Mrs Watson's house. Other social 

conditions related to slavery are shown when Huck gets information that Jim is 

wanted for killing Huck, whoever finds Jim will be rewarded with a lot of 

money. 

In addition to the slavery that Jim described, there was also a slave named 

Buck. Buck is a slave in the Grangerford family. Buck was given to Huck as 

his slave while he was living with the Grangerfords. This illustrates the social 
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condition that every white person owns a slave. Buck as a slave always goes 

with Huck as his master. Buck always accompanied him everywhere and served 

his master. 

The social condition that is also shown in the novel The Adventure of 

Huckleberry Finn is about deception. Fraud is very common in society until 

now fraud is still happening. The first description is explained through the king 

and prince. Huck and Jim meet the King when he flees with the prince from the 

pursuit of those who haunt them. The king was an old man and identified 

himself as Louis XVII and the prince claimed to be Prince of Bilgewater. It can 

be seen when they are described as follows: 

"Gentlemen," said the young man, very seriously, "I will 

tell you because I believe in you. By my rights as duke!” 

(Twain, 2013: Chapter 19, p. 125). 

 

Huck knew that the king and prince were cheating but he kept quiet to 

avoid any trouble. Kings and princes earn money by cheating people. One day, 

the king went to church, after the priest gave his speech they pretended to cry 

and claimed to be pirates who had been abandoned by their slaves after the war. 

He didn't have enough money to return to his village, so he kept crying as loud 

as he could to gain sympathy. With that, people started to sympathize with him 

so they gave him a helping hand. As for the Prince, he deceived the people by 

making a drama show. This can be seen in Twain's novel in the following 

sections: 

"Is it over? Is it all? The duke said yes." Then at the end 

of time everyone sings 'sold' and gets up going crazy then 

goes on that stage and causes tragedy. Until a big and 

handsome man jumped up onto the bench and shouted”. 

(Twain, 2013: Chapter 23, p. 155). 

 

The social conditions related to fraud are also carried out by Huck's 

character. Huck also always deceives the people around him, including his 

father. The incident began when Huck was badly abused by his father and he 
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was looking for a plan to escape from his father. Huck tricks his father into 

saying that someone terrorized him last night. Through his statement, Huck's 

father thought that his son was kidnapped by someone if he escaped from the 

hut. After successfully escaping Huck went to explore the forest alone. In 

addition, Huck also deceives the people he meets. When he arrived in the city 

and wanted to know the condition of the city, Huck disguised himself and 

pretended to be a girl. He disguised himself as a girl and wore girls' dresses. 

With his disguise, he got information about the conditions in the city. There 

was an old woman who told her that people were haunted by Jim because they 

thought Jim had run away after killing Huck. From the information he got, Huck 

rushed to make a plan to save Jim. Huck also commits fraud against the Silas 

family. When trying to free Jim from Uncle Silas, Huck disguises himself as 

Tom. This is because Mrs Sally, Silas' uncle's wife, is Tom's aunt. Not only 

Huck, but the real Tom also cheated his uncles and aunts. He disguises himself 

and poses as his brother named Sid, this he does to help save Jim. Until finally 

Huck and Tom work together to help Jim get out of prison. 

In addition to conditions regarding slavery and fraud, this novel also tells 

about violence, which is described through Huck's life. Huck is a boy who has 

a drunken father. Every day, Huck is locked up by his father alone in his house. 

He was always beaten by his father when his father was drunk. Therefore, Huck 

couldn't stand the condition he was in so he set up a plan to run away from his 

father. This can be seen from the following quote: 

"But slowly pap became too useful with his hickory and I 

couldn't stand it. I feel very tired". (Twain, 2013: Chapter 

6, p. 26) 

There are many issues regarding social conditions contained in this novel, 

hostility is one of them. We also often encounter social conditions in society 

regarding hostility, whether it is hostility between religions, races or nations. In 

the novel The Adventures of Huckleberry Fin, the hostility is depicted in the 

story by the Grangerfords and the Shepherdson's.  
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Overall, the social conditions described in the novel The Adventures of 

Huckleberry Finn tell of every situation that occurs around Huck. The social 

conditions described above such as slavery, fraud, violence and hostility often 

occur and are experienced in society, especially in people of African-American 

descent. They are humiliated a lot, made slaves, deceived and even experience 

violence. Issues of hostility are also often heard in the community and are still 

common, even hostility has also led to religious, racial and national enmity. The 

novel The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn also contains human values depicted 

through the characters Tom and Huck. Through the novel The Adventures of 

Huckleberry, the author wants to show that Twain portrays Huck and Tom as 

people of white descent who have a high sense of humanity. This was proven 

when Huck lied to the people at the river who were looking for Jim. Huck 

rescues Jim and lies by saying that he doesn't know where Jim is and will catch 

him if he finds Jim. Jim was with Huck and hidden under the raft so no one 

could find him. As Twain explains in his novel with the sentence: 

“I don't immediately answer their question for a second 

or two and hold myself back and come out with it, and I 

warn you that it's not manly enough with no rabbit 

courage. I saw I became weak and just gave up, stood up 

then said: He is white (Twain, 2013: Chapter 16, p. 93). 

 

In addition, Tom's presence at Mrs Sally's house also indirectly helps 

Huck's work to free Jim. At Ms Sally's house, Tom claims to be his brother Sid 

Sawyer and helps Huck. They both work together to free Jim. They do not care 

about the dangers that will be experienced, because in these social conditions 

they can get punished for being white people helping black people. So it can be 

concluded that in the novel The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn the social 

conditions described are related to deception, violence, hostility and a high 

sense of humanity. However, as a whole, this novel describes the social 

condition of the slavery experienced by Jim's character. 

3.4 Discussion  
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A sociological approach is a sociological approach to a literary work itself by 

understanding and evaluating a literary work by considering social aspects. 

Sociology of literature can also be said as an approach used to place a literary 

work with the relationship between literature and society. Literary works 

related to real conditions in society are often seen as social documents or 

descriptions of actual conditions (Wellek and Warren, 1994).  

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is a novel by Mark Twain about the 

oppression of the 1840s. Bullying in this novel is experienced by a teenager 

named Huck Finn. A teenage character who had been introduced to his previous 

novel The Adventures of Tom Sawyer (1876). In addition to telling about Huck's 

experience, this novel also discusses the slavery experienced by Jim. Jim is an 

old nigger and he flees down the Mississippi river for freedom. It was Huck 

who helped Jim gain his freedom through the various obstacles he faced. In this 

novel, the overall theme of the story is slavery.  

The story of this novel takes place in Missouri in 1840 when Missouri 

was considered a slave state. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn describes the 

different types of racism that occur. There is discrimination in this novel which 

is depicted when Huck feels Jim is a slave who is different from the others and 

tries to help Jim hide from the pursuit of those who are looking for him. In 

addition, the type of racism that is also described in this novel is also related to 

violence. The violence in this novel is experienced by Huck who experiences 

violence, he is beaten by his father because his father is a drunkard. Another 

type of racism found in this novel is prejudice. Prejudice is shown when Jim 

begins to think what if he is free later what he will do. In addition to the types 

of racism, based on the results of the analysis in this novel, there are also types 

of slavery. Chattel slavery is a type of slavery in this novel. Chattel slavery is a 

slavery contract regarding the sale and purchase of slaves. In this novel, the 

king sells nigger slaves to Mr Peter and also Jim. The reflection of racism in 

this novel is shown when the author mentions the word nigger to describe slaves 
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who come from black. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn's storyline is very 

related to the social conditions that existed in society at that time. Where there 

is slavery, deception and violence. Even today, social conditions related to the 

issue of fraud and violence still occur in society. Many studies have examined 

the novel The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. Like the research from Putra 

(2018), discussing African American racism in the nineteenth century in the 

novel The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. In his research, he discusses in 

more detail the characters in the novel related to racism. While in this study, 

not only racism is discussed but also related to slavery and social conditions 

that are relevant to the story in the novel.  

In the perspective of the sociology of literature, literary works and the 

conditions of social society are interrelated. So, the social relationships that 

occur in the novel are described through the content of stories related to slavery 

and racism against black people. If viewed sociologically, this novel is closely 

related to American history where the issue of racial and skin colour differences 

is still sensitive. 

4. CLOSING 

After conducting a deeper study and analysis, results can be obtained regarding the 

types of racism and slavery contained in the novel The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. 

There are three types of racism contained in the novel The Adventures of Huckleberry 

Finn. Discrimination is included in the racism contained in the novel. Violence is 

experienced by Huck's character who is always beaten by his father when drunk. The 

last type of racism found in The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is prejudice. Prejudice 

always has an impact on someone who feels that something is not good. Likewise the 

story in this novel, prejudice is shown by Huck when he sees the strange behavior of 

the king and prince when talking to the public. The novel The Adventures of 

Huckleberry Finn contains a reflection of the racism that developed in African 

American society. The reflection of racism in the novel is indirectly shown by Twain 

as a writer. In his story, Twain mentions the words Nigger and Negro to describe slaves. 
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The social conditions described in the novel The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn are 

closely related to conditions in society. Twain presents various social conditions such 

as fraud, violence, and slavery. Deception is carried out by the characters of kings and 

princes when they disguise and trick people in the city to want to help them to get back 

to the village. With the drama of fake tears, they make people believe in kings and 

princes. 
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