
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

The chapter will discuss the background of study, problem statements, objectives of 

the study, significances of the study, and research paper organization. 

A. Background of The Study

A Faith is something nearly impossible to describe, it is because every 

individual has their own faith and it is also something privately that only the 

person who knows better about their faith (Hellwig, 1990). However, someone’s 

faith is not a standard of truth, because a faith is a psychological condition which 

a person considers about a premise to be true or real. As only someone in the past 

who believed that the earth was the centre of the solar system, but it was wrong. 

A faith has a big meaning in life, even a person has a faith, it will not only be able 

to change a person or his mindset but it will also be able to change his life. A faith 

does not need any reason, it only asks to be put in the soul. A faith will never 

change but only an accompanying phenomenon which is changed. Until an 

anomaly occurs, the extent to which we place our faith. As the human being, 

authors also have their own faith, it gives the distinctive features in their works.  

Dan Brown is a novel writer who was born on June 22, 1964 in New 

Hampshire, America. He is a famous writer for his extraordinary works, the one 

of them is The Da Vinci Code which is very phenomenal for its era. Dan Brown 

was born in a good circle which a father as a math teacher and a mother who is a 

professional musician in discussing especially in sacred music performances. Dan 

Brown passed the education levels so well, so he became a musician and teacher 

who was quite successful. But, in 1995 Dan Brown turned into a novel writer 

accompanied by his wife, Blythe, they produced some famous works even some 

of them are filmed. 

The novelist, Dan Brown, uses his books to communicate his personal 

views about the faith generated by metaphor and the others opinion. He hopes that 

his books will not only entertain readers but it can be also used as material for 

discussion. Brown admits that the theories in his books are not his, but these have 

been around for centuries. Probably, the theories are rarely published and Dan 
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Brown’s works are the first to be published. One of his books which is the subject 

of discussion is The Da Vinci Code (2003). Brown transferred his opinion about 

the truth of Mary Magdalene and her descendants in the book. 

Everything begins in a museum, on the Louvre, with the discovery of the 

bodies of Jacques Saunière, head of curator, members on the cross. He wrote a 

code for messages before he died and put himself in the shoes of the Vitruvian 

man whom Leonardo Da Vinci loved. This message is about Sophie, her 

granddaughter.  After all, the police called Robert Langdon to help them for 

guessing the meaning of the message. Sophie Neveu, a police cryptographer, 

secretly explains to Langdon that Fache, captain of the police, thinks Langdon is 

the murderer. But Sophie understood what her grandfather expected Langdon to 

help her crack the code he left. It leads them to safe box in the Paris office of the 

Depository Bank of Zürich. There is a keystone, a cryptex, in the safe box and it 

cannot be forcibly opened because the messages in the cryptex will be completely 

destroyed. 

Langdon and Sophie took the keystone and visit Leight Teabing’s home, 

a friend of Langdon’s and an expert in Holy Grail myth. Leight explained that the 

Holy Grail was not mean a cup or something like that, but it refers to a grave of 

Maria Magdalena. Unfortunately, their discussion couldn’t be resolved because 

the police who were already in front of house, so they left the house and fly to 

Westminster Abbey. When they arrive, it exposed that Leight was the teacher who 

is the mastermind of all the previous events. Teabing want to reveal the true 

church’s face by revealing the truth of Holy Grail, so Teabing forced Langdon to 

solve the cryptex code. Langdon silently opened the cryptex and extracted its 

contents already then destroying it in front of Teabing. Finally, Teabing was 

caught by Fache who have knew that Langdon was not murderer and bishop 

Aringarosa realized that Silas and himself had been used by a teacher. 

The last message in another keystone guides Sophie and Langdon to go to 

Rosslyn Chapel. Finally, Sophie meets her long-lost brother and grandmother, 

Marie Chauvel Saint Clair. The Priory of Sion had been hiding Sophie’s identity 

with intention of protection her from unimaginable danger.  
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The last message reveals the whereabouts of Holy Grail that is buried 

under a small Pyramid just below La Pyramide Inversée in Louvre. There is also 

a Rose Line by implication of Rosslyn. Langdon grasped the final piece to the 

puzzle in the final pages of the novel but he seemed inclined he didn’t want to tell 

anyone about it. He traced the Rose Line to La Pyramide Inversée where he knelt 

before the hidden sarcophagus of Marie Magdalene as the knights of the Templars 

had done. 

The Da Vinci Novel is one of the famous works from Dan Brown which 

mystery and detective genre. The story of novel is about a symbologist, Robert 

Langdon, that accompanied by a cryptologist, Sophie Neveu, they reveal the truth 

of the murder at the Louvre Museum in Paris but they got some problems from 

the monks of Zion and Opus Dei and some conspiracies about the marriage of 

Jesus Christ to Maria Magdalena, the mystery of Vitruvian man, Leonardo Da 

Vinci’s paintings, and messages from pentagram. A few moments after the 

publication of the novel, it has made a chaos from the religious leaders and its 

readers with all a conspiracy that talked by the novel even some countries try to 

ban the sale of the novel. This is the greatness of Dan Brown who has made a 

novel which can produce an extreme response from its reader. 

Dan Brown's The Da Vinci Code novel has been able to attract the 

attention of the world since it was first released in 2003, the appearance of this 

novel caused a "stir". This happens because the novel The Da Vinci Code presents 

concrete evidence from some of the stories in it, this is what causes the novel to 

be believed by readers as facts. The Da Vinci novel has generated criticism and 

controversy, many of the complaints and criticisms that are very hot centred on 

speculation about aspects of this aspect of Christianity as well as the history of the 

Roman Catholic Church. Various responses emerged after the novel was made 

into a very famous film; ranging from plagiarism allegations against one of Dan 

Brown's works, a ban on the grounding of his novels and films, to being accused 

of insinuating Christianity. After publishing The Da Vinci Code novel in several 

countries, there are much positive and negative responses and some interrupted 

the novel. Some readers say that the novel does not deserve to be called a literary 
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work, some readers respond that all of in the novel is fake an unacceptable and 

even forbidden being reading and so on. 

Historical facts from the events in the novel The Da Vinci Code is one of 

the most interesting and it has marvellous success. Many thriller films are clever 

and successful from bestseller but the success of Dan Brown’s novel is so 

phenomenal that it raises few reflections of readers. In a culture flooded with 

information that overly provided by various types of media, none of us are 

protected to the attraction of truth, especially from something hidden. As we 

record the rumbling and turning hypermedia tubes, we are often forced back into 

our intuition, to a reflexive feeling about what we feel right. 

Brown’s novel was published in March 2003 and the Da Vinci Code novel 

got the attention for a good marketing of its publisher, Doubleday, and also for a 

profound role in the environment of people who hungry for the truth of the myths. 

The Da Vinci Code covers a great deal, it isn’t only in Christian theology and 

history but also in the specialized realm of art history, cryptography, architecture, 

and police procedures. It is a quite interesting thing for many readers. 

The novel tells a very cinematic story, this is determined by a plot that 

motivated to an external events and visible action. The whole story that happened 

in the span of one day, the compressed span of time provides a very urgent 

atmosphere so the reader will get the same feeling as the main characters feels. 

Moreover, the chapters are very short, often three pages of less. It may push the 

readers forward, especially when each chapter is so short, the readers will only 

take a few minutes to rad the next chapters even though the readers are busy. There 

are also a tourism points of view in the novel, the action takes place in an attractive 

location like Paris then the plot relies on visual clues to be untraveled from famous 

paintings and sculptures. Some of the readers will take the book with them on 

their visits to the Louvre and Westminster Abbey. The main point is to reveal on 

the secret and hidden. As the whole of The Da Vinci Code is about the striptease 

of truth, the solving of provocative puzzles in the otherwise world what very hazy 

and opaque. 

A faith is something owned by everyone, it is also important in 

determining someone’s life path, because it is an attitude and someone’s faith is 



5 | P a g e  
 

not always true so it is not a guarantee of truth. The relationship between faith and 

science is so close. Someone who have their own faith usually argue that they 

know all about argumentation, like saying that the sun is almighty and it 

absolutely almighty. However, the terms of faith and science used by the use of 

philosophy will be different. In an idea derived from Plato’s dialogue, traditional 

philosophy has established that the truth of faith is justified. The relationship 

between faith and science is that science is a part of faith if it is true and if it has 

justification. 

A faith will be guides people in seeking their own truth, also Fowler (1981) 

state that a faith always seen as religioun problem but if we see from the individual 

meaning system, the concept of faith doesn’t have to be religion matter. However, 

it is not a measure of truth, even the faith that someone believes is sometimes a 

metaphor they make up themselves to calm their mind. Dan Brown expresses his 

opinion in the novel The Da Vinci Code (2003) about the truth of everyone’s 

belief in Mary Magdalene which has a bad impression among Christians. The fact 

of Christ’s divinity began to be debated in the book. That is what attracts the 

writer’s attentions to discuss what kinds of faith are reflected in the novel The Da 

Vinci Code (2003) by Dan Brown. 

Ifa Nur Rofiqoh (2015) argued that The Da Vinci Code novel has a theme 

which aim to expose the lies of the Catholic Church, the controversy of The Da 

Vinci Code novel is related to tweaking a secret code which states that Jesus has 

married Mary Magdalene and they has descended from their relationship. The Da 

Vinci Code novel tells that the secret has been tampered with approximately 2000 

years through the conspiracy of Church and a militant. It is the same opinion with 

M. Fatih Al Aziz (2015) that The Da Vinci Code novel carries a conspiracy 

especially related to the mythical symbols of the holy grail, a symbol which 

focuses on Mary6 Magdalene who has a special relation to Jesus. So, this study 

tries to reflected the faith that have been criticized by the Church and the writer 

will reflect the main problem of the novel that have been conspiracy by many 

people. 

In the interest of finding out the description of main problem certainly that 

have been conspiracy. Therefore, New Criticism approach is needed, its subject 
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is the main problem in the literary works, conflicts related to the literary work, or 

ambiguities that are resolved harmoniously which means there are a resolution of 

the problem. Hawkes (2003) states that the structure of the poem is a structure of 

meaning, evaluation, interpretation that uses the principles of unity. It means that 

the structure and all elements contained must run in harmony, so it can become a 

form of meaning that the author want to convey. New Criticism also focuses more 

on close reading to find the function and the truth meaning of the literary work 

then interpret it based on context. 

According to the background of the study above, the writer interest to 

analyzing Dan Brown’s novel entitled The Da Vinci Code. The writer will analyze 

the reflected of faith in the novel which is described in the problem statement. So, 

the writer proposes to conduct a study entitled “THE REFLECTION OF FAITH 

IN THE DA VINCI CODE (2003): THE NEW CRITICISM” 

B. Problem Statement 

A major problem of the study is how the faith are reflected in The Da Vinci 

Code novel. The problem of the study is dissected further into the following 

research questions. 

1. How The Da Vinci Code novel presented the faith? 

2. What is the cause of faith conflict in The Da Vinci Code novel? 

3. What is the Message Discovered Through The Da Vinci Code? 

C. Objective of The Study 

An objective of the study are follows: 

1. To describe a faith presented in The Da Vinci Code 

2. To clarify the cause of faith conflict in The Da Vinci Code 

3. To release the message contained in The Da Vinci Code. 

D. Significances of The Study 

An author expects that the outcome of this study will hopefully give the 

contribution to the following significance:  

1. Theoretical Significance 

The author hopes the result of this study can give the information 

and also developing a literature studies to understand and apply the 
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scientific work theory New Criticism. The outcome of the study might 

be used as a reference for researchers who handle a similar research. 

2. Practical Significance 

A writer expected the reader and himself will get information and 

knowledge about the value of faith that reflected in the novel and it can 

help to expand the unknowledge. 

E. Research Paper Organization. 

A writer arranges the study into five chapters which aim to make it easier 

to understand. They are as follows: Chapter I introduction which includes 

background of the study, problem statements, objectives of the study, 

significances of the study, and research paper organization. Chapter II will discuss 

the literary review and the theory approach that will be used in conducting the 

research. Chapter III include the methods in finding and analysing data needed in 

research. Chapter IV will discuss the results of the data analysis obtained. Chapter 

V describes the conclusions and research suggestions for future researchers. 
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