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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Study 

Life is a gift from God. God gives grace by presenting love. To 

complete love, God gives the gift of a little angel to color the days with 

full color. That way parents will care about their children with love and 

affection for all time. You could also say that children are an investment. 

Which, if the parents are getting old and are not physically as strong as 

before, then the children take turns taking care of them. Behind all of that, 

there are also parents who have the heart to throw away their children, 

whether it's for good reasons. Meanwhile, a child is a human being who is 

still innocent and has the right to grow and develop and receive protection. 

However, at this time there is still rampant trafficking of children. Child 

trafficking is a form of human trafficking as according to the United 

Nations (2000), namely child trafficking is recruitment, hiding, acceptance 

or abduction as a motivation for slavery and exploitation of work. In 

article 3 (a), child trafficking can also be carried out for the purpose of 

adoption.  

Adoption is a process where a person has the right to care about 

other people, especially children and has obtained permission from the 

biological parent or legal parent by transferring rights, responsibilities, and 

together with filiation from the biological parent or legal parent. As 

contained in the NZ Herald article, (2017). Based on a statement from 

Corcoran (2013), adrogation is a form of adoption from Rome in which 

people who are going to be adopted from their adoptions are adopted. 

Basically, adoption is voluntary and there is no compulsion. But there are 

also illegal adoptions which are usually carried out by malicious groups. 

To add up, Emberger (2018), states that even so, adoption can also be 

closed, which after entering into an adoption agreement, the child's family 
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will not be allowed to meet or to tell the biological truth. Thus, it can be 

concluded that adoption is a handing over of child custody rights to 

prospective foster parents with the correct and legal law and 

agreement.The relationship between child trafficking and adoption is not 

far off, because many trafficking of children are under the guise of 

adoption.  One of the factors causing child trafficking is poverty.  

One of the factors that causes child trafficking is the poverty factor. 

Poverty is a situation where a person does not have money, possessions, 

and cannot meet primary daily needs, Merriam Webster (2013). Often 

times there are cases of trafficking of children on the grounds of poverty 

and parents make their children as sacrifices for the survival of their 

families. UNICEF USA (2017), the cause of child trafficking does not 

only come from poverty, nowadays child trafficking is carried out due to 

lack of education in society. Lack of education is also a factor of poverty 

because poverty occurs due to a lack of knowledge to change lives for the 

better. Thus, poverty is considered a major factor in child trafficking. 

Uneducated parents think that their child can be used as a support for their 

life, and so that their child can get a better place or even so that their child 

does not need to feel poverty and live a more decent life. That way, 

families who experience poverty can go through chronic poverty with the 

money they get from selling their children and trafficking children but 

under the guise of adoption.  

Today, human trafficking is a crime and an activity that does not 

humanize humans. Humans have human rights that are worth fighting for. 

There are rules that children have the right to protection, ILO UNICEF, 

(2009). As stated in the United Nations regulations concerning the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948 and the 1989 Convention 

on the Rights of the Child, children have the same human rights as adults. 

Child trafficking to overcome poverty is inhumane and violates human 

rights, especially children's rights. 
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The author of the novel raised a case of trafficking in children for 

the purpose of adoption in Afghanistan. Because in Afghanistan,there are 

still many cases of trafficking of children and women. Child trafficking in 

Afghanistan has reached a transnational level. Because Afghanistan lacks 

resources in the safety of child trafficking cases, Afghanistan is only able 

to build shelters for victims of trafficking. But the authorities and police 

do not carry out further investigations and do not interrogate the victim to 

reveal the child trafficking dealer in Afghanistan. In fact, some of the 

victims of trafficking of children and women have been mostly harassed 

by local police and by state officials, resulting in victims never being 

questioned and speaking the truth. Government regulations are not evenly 

implemented in the community, especially for villagers. This makes the 

author worried about human trafficking, child trafficking and makes this 

phenomenon discussed in the novel, into a story. The author wants to 

convey that there are still a lot of child trafficking in this world. One of 

them that used as an example by the author is Afghanistan. The author 

wants to tell the world that child trafficking is wrong and does not 

humanize people. 

The author really cares about humanity, as proof that he also 

founded a non-profit foundation that focuses on providing humanitarian 

assistance to Afghans called The Khaled Hosseini Foundation. Khaled 

Hosseini is also a Goodwill ambassador for UNHCR and the United 

Nations refugee agency. Because in every article of Khaled Hosseini 

always has a human element. For example, his famous novels entitled The 

Kite Runner, A Thousand Splendid Suns, and And the Mountains Echoed 

have humanity and Afghanistan themes. It even shows that the author has 

a special concern about humanitarian activities and human rights abuses 

that especially occur in Afghanistan and Kabul, his country and city of 

origin. Khaled Hosseini currently lives in Northern California. So, that the 

novel And the Mountains Echoed also adapted several places in America. 
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In Khaled Hosseini's work entitled And the Mountains Echoed tells 

a story with a human element in it. The novel also explains to the reader 

trafficking in persons, children and women is wrong and there is no law to 

justify it. Even adoption, adoption is good if there is an agreement from 

both parties and the concerned. Even in the so-called adoption, there is no 

giving or receiving of money. Because adoption must be done voluntarily 

and there is no element of coercion. This is reflected in the story when Pari 

is sold by her father to the Wahdati family and receives a lot of money 

from her uncle named Nabi, to face a poor life in winter. This is included 

in the category of child trafficking to overcome family poverty. 

The story of this novel begins with the story of a farmer named 

Baba Ayub who lives in Maidan Sabz, the village is unlucky because of 

the arrival of a guest, an evil Div. Baba Ayub's family was chosen as the 

family that had to hand over one of their children to a Div or else all of 

their children would be taken. With a heavy heart, Baba Ayub chose 

randomly and bad luck happened to Qais, Baba Ayub's favorite son. 

Finally, Qais was brought by Div. Baba Ayub does not accept that his 

favorite son is taken by Div, so he takes revenge on Div and Baba Ayub is 

desperate to walk to the Div's fort to bring Qais home. After arriving at the 

Div's fortress, Baba was surprised to see his very healthy and happy son 

playing with his friends. Dang Div was impressed by Baba Ayub's courage 

so that he gave Baba Ayub the choice if he wanted to bring his son home 

then Qais would feel poverty again. Baba Ayub could not bear to steal 

Qais' happiness and Baba Ayub decided not to take him home. Instead, the 

Div gave a drink gift that could erase Baba Ayub's memory of Qais, but in 

his heart Baba Ayub could feel something but he didn't remember who 

Qais was.  

The origin of the problems in this novel occurred in the fall of 

1952, when Saboor took Pari on a trip to Kabul in search of work. 

However, Abdullah followed his father and younger brother, even though 

Abdullah would actually be left behind to look after his stepmother and 
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half-sister, Parwana and Iqbal. The close brotherly relationship between 

Abdullah and Pari is so close that the two of them cannot be separated. So 

Abdullah followed his father and younger brother on their way to Kabul. 

There they were introduced to a rich family, the Wahdati family where the 

rich man was the employer of their step-uncle named the Prophet. Nila 

Wahdati and her husband intend to adopt Pari. So that separates Abdullah 

and Pari. In return, Saboor got a lot of money from Pari's adoption. The 

money was enough to be used in the face of poverty, especially in winter 

by the Saboor family. Meanwhile, of 1949. In Shadbagh there are twins 

named Parwana and Masooma. Masooma and Parwana are very different. 

Masooma is a beautiful girl and friendly Abdullah is very sad because he 

lost Pari forever. Then the storyline goes backwards in the spring to 

everyone and very different from Parwana, as if Parwana is just a shadow 

when together with Masooma. Parwana also lost in the fate of his love. 

The twins both like the same man, namely Saboor. Thus making Parwana 

jealous and deliberately injuring her own brother by pushing him down 

while they were in the tree, made Masooma paralyzed. Parwana was the 

one who took care of Masooma for years. Masooma finally decided that he 

should go far and for Parwana to leave himself alone in the desert. 

Because, Masooma felt a burden for Parwana. Masooma also gave 

Parwana's blessing to marry a man they both loved as a child as a gift for 

Masooma because Parwana had taken care of her for years. Parwana and 

Masooma have an older brother named Nabi who works in Kabul as a 

cook and driver in the Wahdati family home. Nabi fell in love with his 

master, Nila Wahdati. The feeling of his love was so great that it made 

Nabi want to make Nila happy by giving a child because Nabi knew that 

Nila no longer had a womb. Nabi finally visited Saboor and persuaded 

Saboor to sell his daughter, Pari, to the Wahdati family. After Pari was 

adopted by Wahdati's family, happiness spread in Wahdati's house. 

However, this happiness did not last long after Suleiman Wahdati, Nila's 

husband, suffered a stroke and in the end Nila went to Paris with Pari to 
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give up her responsibility as a wife. Nabi, who replaced the task of caring 

for Suleiman Wahdati for decades and they made friendship and 

interdependent with each other. Until, Suleiman died and left all his assets 

to Nabi. Before Nabi faced his own death, he wrote a will to Doctor 

Markos to find Pari and explain everything. 

In the spring of 2003, tells the story of Idris and Timur who return 

to Kabul after 20 years living in America. Timur is a person with an 

extrovert personality and Idris is an introvert. In Kabul they know 

someone named Amra Ademovic, a Bosnian nurse who is employed as a 

relief worker in Kabul. Idris together with Amra met a small child named 

Roshi at the hospital. Roshi suffered a deformity in her face as a result of 

being hit by an ax strike from her own uncle. Indris and Roshi's 

relationship became close until Idris made a promise to Roshi that Idris 

would help Roshi's operation. But Idris broke his promise, and it was 

Timur who replaced Idris in raising funds for Roshi's operation. Six years 

after Roshi underwent surgery, he became a famous writer and Idris came 

to him and Roshi still remembers Idris and he has forgotten remembering 

the promise made by Idris. In Paris, February 1974, where Nila Wahdati 

and Pari lived. Nila became a successful poet. Pari has become an adult 

woman and takes care of her mother, Nila Wahdati, who is old. In the 

emergency room Nila always gets Pari's attention. Until one day Nila 

accused her daughter of living with her ex-boyfriend, Julian. In the end, 

Nila committed suicide. Pari suspects that she is actually an adopted child 

and intends to return to Afghanistan. But at that time Pari was already 

married to Eric and had two children, thus thwarting her intention to return 

to Afghanistan. But her husband died of a stroke and Pari was forced to 

retire from her job as a mathematics professor at the Sorbonne and because 

of arthritis she suffered. In the summer of 2009, tells the story of the Sahib 

Commander's son named Adel. His father was a jihadist. Until one day 

Adel met Gholman which had an impact on his family. Gholman's father, 

Iqbal, returns to his village and riots during a family dinner at Adel's 
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house. Fall 2010, tells the story of young doctor Markos together with his 

mother named Odelia. One day her childhood friend, Madeline came to 

visit Markos with her son who had a disfigured face due to a dog attack, 

which embarrassed Madeline and finally left her children, Thalia and 

Madeline, to marry a film director. Thalia is cared about by Odelia. 

Markos became a photographer but while in India Markos fell ill and was 

on the verge of death. After recovering he volunteered at his hospital and 

eventually became a plastic surgeon and worked as a relief worker in 

Kabul. Winter 2010, tells of Abdullah who is married and lives in America 

with his daughter whose name is the same as his adopted brother, Pari. 

Abdullah made his son look like Pari so Abdullah confined young Pari to 

Afghan culture and it was as if Abdullah fantasized that he was talking 

about Pari, his sister. After Pari Wahdati received Nabi's letter from 

Markos, Pari Wahdati went to the state to meet Abdullah. However, after 

losing his younger sister, Abdullah was mentally disturbed that he could 

not recognize her. In the end, Pari and Pari Wahdati convinced her niece to 

achieve her dream and go to art school. Pari and Pari Wahdati were both in 

Paris. Pari gave her aunt Pari Wahdati's fur collection box, which her 

father kept. Pari Wahdati's nephew wishes her aunt's sweet dreams. Sweet 

dreams about Pari Wahdati and Abdullah as children in Shadbagh village 

sleeping under a tree. 

Khaled Hosseini in this novel still has the same theme as the 

previous novels, namely humanity, kinship, and about Afghanistan. 

Khaled Hosseini received praise and positive response for his work. As 

quoted in the New York Times, his story is very convincing and 

emotionally gripping is a testament to the depth of knowledge about the 

power of life and the mind as an ancient storyteller. According to the Daily 

Mail, And the Mountains Echoed is a novel that has a bitter and sad 

conclusion to the story, which leaves readers in tears with emotion. 

According to The Lady, it is impossible not to feel emotional and after 

reading the book the reader is made as if the readers have received a 
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special gift. Based on Esquire, this novel is a portrait of Afghanistan and 

has many parables. Some of the characters are described by Hosseini 

smoothly and are related from one chapter to another. Meanwhile, 

according to the Literary Review, this novel is a study of family ties that is 

beautifully written, rich, and textured. This novel is a series of sounds and 

places that can be confusing and will allow the reader to enjoy the 

Hosseini language.  

The reason the researcher chooses this novel as the object of 

research is that apart from getting a good response from readers, the novel 

also received a good market response. This novel is Hosseini's first 

published novel in six years. Named a novel that would be successful 

before publication, it was ranked in the top ten on Amazon.com before the 

novel was released. Once officially published, it has sold over three 

million copies sold in the United States in the first printing of May. This 

novel published by Riverhead Books in 2013. So that makes this novel as 

a novel with the number one sales internationally. This novel got 

translated into other language, and in October 2013, it got translated into 

40 languages. This novel received an award from the Goodreads Choice 

Awards in the Best Fiction category in 2013. Hosseini deserves this award 

because of his good work and is able to attract readers' attention with the 

postcolonial story in the novel. Although Hosseini tells a different story 

from one chapter to another, each chapter in the novel is interconnected 

like a unit of thread woven with great patience. The way Hosseini tells 

each character in the story is really interesting. Linking the stories 

throughout the book in such a detailed and sequential manner makes it 

easy for readers to flashback to previous stories. The language style is also 

simple but detailed in conveying every atmosphere, place, or event in 

every story. Coupled with the theme of kinship, children, love, sacrifice, 

agreement, even separation, this novel attracts readers and is worthy of 

being a reference book that must be read.  
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The data above makes the author's reasons for analyzing child 

trafficking in the face of poverty. The author decided to use a humanistic 

approach, according Maslow's theory of humanistic personality. Because 

the humanistic approach talks about humanity, that humans are something 

that is considered important. Child trafficking in the face of poverty 

contained in this novel is five levels of human needs, therefore the 

researcher decided to conduct a study entitled CHILD TRAFFICKING 

FOR ADOPTION AS A WAY TO SAVE THEM FROM POVERTY 

REFLECTED IN KHALED HOSSEINI'S AND THE MOUNTAINS 

ECHOED NOVEL (2013): A HUMANISTIC APPROACH. 

 

B. Problem Statement 

The authors decided to introduce a number of research questions 

related to child trafficking for adoption as a way to save them from 

poverty reflected in And the Mountains Echoed novel as follows: 

 

1. What is child trafficking for adoption as a way to save them from 

poverty reflected in And the Mountains Echoed novel? 

2. How does the main character, Pari in And the Mountains Echoed novel 

deal with the problems of the effects of child trafficking? 

3. Why did the author of And the Mountains Echoed address child 

trafficking for adoption as a way to save them from poverty in the 

novel?  

 

C. Objectives of the Study 

Related to the research questions above, the researcher wants to 

explain the research objectives as follows: 
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1. To find out about child trafficking for adoption as a way to save them 

from poverty reflected in And the Mountains Echoed novel (2013). 

2. To understand how the main character (Pari) in And the Mountains 

Echoed novel (2013) deal with the problems of the effects of child 

trafficking. 

3. To reveal the reasons why the author discuss child trafficking for 

adoption as a way to save them from poverty reflected in reflected in 

And the Mountains Echoed novel (2013). 

 

D. Significances of the Study 

1. Theoretical Significance  

a. The writer hopes the result of this research can give information 

about child trafficking for adoption as a way to save them from 

poverty in Khaled Hosseini’s And the Mountains Echoed novel. 

b. The result of the study might be used as a reference for the 

researchers who conduct similar research based on the issue, or 

theory used.  

2. Practical Significance 

a. The readers will get information and knowledge about child 

trafficking for adoption as a way to save them from poverty. 

b. The readers will know about the effect of child trafficking.  

E. Research Paper Organization 

The research paper organization of “CHILD TRAFFICKING FOR 

ADOPTION AS A WAY FROM POVERTY REFLECTED IN KHALED 

HOSSEINI’S AND THE MOUNTAINS ECHOED NOVEL (2013): A 

HUMANISTIC APPROACH” is divided into 5 chapters. Chaptaer 1 is 

introduction which presents background of the study, problem statement, 

objectives of the study, significanse of the study, and research paper 

organization. Chapter 2 is literature review which consists of underlying 
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theory of of child trafficking, poverty, adoption, humanistic theory, 

previous study, and novelty. Chapter 3 is research method which consists 

of type of the study, object of the study, type of the data analysis. Chapter 

4 is analysis of the And the Mountains Echoed novel. Chapter 5 is 

conclusion and suggestion of the research.  

 


