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CHAPTER I   

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background  

In this study, the researcher chose the issue of gender equality as the object to be 

studied. The issue of gender equality is an interesting one and needs to be raised so that 

many people who previously did not care about this issue will be more concerned and 

understand what can be done in an effort to equalize the rights of all gender, which is 

currently happening inequality in many places. By examining this object, it is hoped that 

there will be a change in the reader's perspective of gender inequality. The object of this 

research is important to study because not many people understand and want to care about 

gender equality issues. If this is left without anyone daring to research or discuss it, the 

more impacts will occur, especially social impacts.  

One of the impacts is the loss of women's rights in various aspects of life, for 

example the loss of women's rights to work in addition to their obligations as housewives. 

Women will be increasingly pressured to take care of the house, wait for their husbands to 

come home from work, without being allowed to have jobs and pursue their dreams as 

career women. If the author does not research further about the object of this research, 

there will be a lack of sources of information from readers regarding the issue of gender 

equality that the researcher raises as the object of research. With a lack of sources of 

information, there will also be less interest in understanding and exploring the issue. With 

reduced interest, there will also be less and less people who will fight to defend and voice 

their rights so that they are equal to the rights of the opposite sex in various aspects of life. 

In this study, the authors chose an animated film produced by Disney with the title 

Mulan as the research subject so that readers can easily get an overview of the objects 

raised in this study. In addition, through this animated film, it is hoped that readers will 

have a special appeal in understanding the issue of gender equality which is slightly 

discussed in the film and then examined by the author so that the discussion is broader and 

clearer. Films are an interesting and effective alternative in learning, including in 

researching the issue of gender equality, which is still underappreciated by many people. 

Through the Disney animated film with the title Mulan, the issue of gender equality is 

packaged lightly and epically, but the message is still conveyed to viewers who can 
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understand the storyline. Therefore, even though it is an animated film, Mulan's film can 

be reached by all circles because the storyline is light for children but it turns out to have 

a lot of moral messages and lessons in it which of course can be understood by adults who 

watch it. 

The meaning of the issue of gender equality itself is especially about the problem 

of inequality between the conditions and positions of women and men in society. Why did 

this issue arise and become a long debate? This is because women still have limited 

opportunities compared to men to play an active role in various programs and other 

activities in society, such as economic, socio-cultural, education, institutional 

organizations, and many more. This limitation comes from the various values and norms 

of society that limit the movement of women compared to that of men. According to 

Rianingsih Djohani (1996: 7), what is meant by gender is "the division of roles, positions 

and duties between women and men which are determined by society based on the 

characteristics of women and men who are deemed appropriate according to norms, 

customs, beliefs, or people's habits." 

There is one question that everyone needs to know the answer to. Is gender natural? 

the answer is of course no. Nature is everything that has been determined by God, and 

cannot be changed by humans. An example is childbirth. Childbirth is the nature of women 

because it is impossible for men to give birth. Gender places more emphasis on the division 

of roles of men and women which are regulated by society. From one community to 

another, there must be a difference in the division of roles (gender), in fact it will always 

change every time. Gender division is indeed a little difficult because in fact all jobs and 

roles can be done by both men and women. The emergence of the issue of gender equality 

is motivated by dissatisfaction with the treatment of women. It is not uncommon to find 

cases that discriminate against women. 

Gender inequality (gender bias) occurs when one party is harmed, resulting in 

injustice. What is meant by gender inequality is when the condition and position of one 

gender is better than the other. Gender inequality can occur in both men and women. 

However, in Indonesia, gender inequality is more felt by women. In fact, the gender 

inequality felt by women also has a big effect on society as a whole because by being left 

behind, they cannot become equal partners of men. This of course will affect the 

relationship between the two parties, both in the life together between men and women, in 
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families, and in the community. The emergence of demands for equality between men and 

women needs a proportional response by both women and men. The attitude that needs to 

be taken as an effort to respond to the issue of gender equality is to fight for gender balance 

that benefits both genders, uphold justice for both genders, and provide equal opportunities 

for both genders. It is necessary to address this issue of equality as a form of our concern 

for various life activities that support the realization of community welfare. 

Prior to this research, many other studies also discussed the issue of gender 

equality. However, the researcher feels the need to make research with the same object 

again because the subject used by the researcher is a subject that attracts enough attention 

without reducing the data used to research the object of gender equality issues. The 

researcher feels the need to do this research because subject selection and language 

packaging are easier and more effective to use as an alternative if to examine an object in 

the millennial era as it is today. The researcher feels that previous research which also 

discusses the same thing as this research is still a little difficult for some people to 

understand and the selection of the subject is less attractive to the attention of the people 

who have begun to experience a decline in reading interest in modern times like now.  

B. Research Questions  

1. How do the Mulan character in the film Mulan fight for gender equality? 

2. What feminist aspects were exist in this study?  

3. What educational values can be taken in the film Mulan? 

 

C. Objectives of the Study  

1. To describe how Mulan as the main character in a Mulan film in fighting for 

gender equality  

2. To identify what feminist aspects in this study 

3. To explain what educational values that can be taken from the Mulan film  

 


