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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of The Study 

Literary work is a work that contains a story, an idea from the experience created 

by the author. Literary works are the link between the mind of the author and the reader. 

Literary work is also the author’s view of the problems that occur in the reality of 

existing life and also to entertain and educate. Literary works are known as fiction and 

non-fiction. Fiction is drama, prose, and poetry. Meanwhile nonfiction is a biography, 

autobiography, history, etc. Literature is constantly evolving. From textual to visual 

after progressing in science and technology. Short stories, novels, and films can also be 

referred to as literary works. The film is a contemporary movement from a textual 

literary mode to a visual literary form. 

Movies also have stories that can be used as objects of research. The story 

contained in the movie is also usually adapted from someone’s experience. A movie 

can explain a story directly through visualization. So that the audience can also 

understand the story depicted in a movie. Like what happened, namely bullying movies. 

Bullying is also common in the lives around us. One of the films that explain bullying 

that causes a person’s inner stress is Joker Movie 2019 by Todd Philips. 

Bullying often happens from the past until now. Bullying is an act that should 

not be applied to anyone. Bullying can be interpreted as bullying or aggressive behavior 

towards someone that can harm the victim. An imbalance in one’s abilities can lead to 

bullying both physically and verbally. Bullying will happen more than once. One 

example that can be categorized as bullying is ostracizing someone by physically or 

verbally bullying. Many people can’t tell the difference between bullying and joking. 

Joking tends to strengthen someone’s friendship for intimacy. Bullying refers to making 

fun of someone and has the aim of hating or even harming the victim. This happens a 

lot when victims of bullying choose to be alone, even causing stress. The stress that 

occurs as a result of bullying can make a person psychologically disturbed. If the victim 

of bullying is disturbed psychologically, it will result in revenge. Inner Pressure can 

cause a person to experience mental disorders because of bullying. Mental stress can 

lead to depression and anxiety. If left untreated, this has the potential to endanger 
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themselves such as attempting suicide or even killing other people. Mental 

stress can also be experienced by people who are bullied. 

 

One of the movies that depicted bullying is the Joker Movie. The Joker character 

was played by Arthur as the main character. Since the first, he very often got bullying 

behavior by all those closest to him. Even if he did good things, everyone would still 

look down on him and even bully him. Arthur was known as a delusional sufferer who 

tent to laugh often for no reason. So that the disease interferes with other people and is 

considered strange. Therefore, Arthur often got bullied from his environment. Because 

of the constant bullying he got, Arthur had a grudge against everyone who had hurted 

his heart. So, this greatly affected his psychology. A suitable theory for the Joker Movie 

is Sigmund Freud’s Psychological Approach. 

Psychoanalytic is also called a mental development experienced by humans. 

Freud began his research on psychoanalytic in the 1900s. This science could be part of 

psychology that has made significant contributions and has been made to human 

psychology to date (Minderop, 2013:11). Psychoanalytic appeared in 1896. Freud could 

not explain the reasons for the theory of psychological analysis because it had a fickle 

mind. First, the term psychoanalytic was used to see psychological processes that have 

not been reached. Both psychoanalysis was used to cure a person’s psychological 

disorders. Third, Psychological obtained through the methods and techniques given. 

Sigmund Freud is a founder of the psychoanalytic theory that composes the 

three parts of the human personality. Sigmund Freud was also considered the founder 

of the unconscious theory that explains human behavior. He believed that humans were 

actors of their own minds and were driven by their desires and also drawn by chance. 

Three parts of Sigmund Freud’s theory namely the Id, Ego, and Superego that develop 

differently in our lives. Behavior related to individual interactions has a strong influence 

on the personality of each individual. 

A movie is a work of art and culture which is a social institution and mass 

communication media that is made based on cinematographic rules with or without 

sound and can be shown. According to Alex Sobur, a movie was a means of delivering 

messages that could communicate the contents of the message in the movie to the 

audience, therefore a good movie was more than just providing entertainment but could 

also be a means of education that was full of meaning and knowledge of something that 

was raised in the movie theme. So, in general, the movie is a place to convey messages 
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through movies that communicate or describe the contents of the message using 

pictures. Movies can also provide a good moral message for everyone who watches it. 

The movie also makes someone easier to understand the delivery of the story clearly. 

So, it is easier for the audience to catch the character of each actor who plays a role. 

Arthur Fleck was a clown from chaotic Gotham City. He was 40 years old and 

lived with his mother. Arthur had a brain disorder that made him laugh any times. He 

always visited social service workers for the antidote for delusions. Once upon a time, 

a group of street children stole a board that was being held by Arthur, then Arthur was 

ganged up in the hallway. Then he took out the gun his friend had given him to scare 

the group of street children. While Arthur was in the carriage, his illness recurred. 

Sophie was surprised by Arthur’s behavior then Arthur handed him a card explaining 

what had happened to him. Then Arthur established a good relationship with Sophie. 

Sophie and Arthur lived in the same apartment. 

Arthur dropped the gun from his pocket while he was in the children’s hospital. 

Then Arthur was fired from his job. At that time Arthur returned to social services 

which were closed. So he had no medicine. On his way home by subway, he was bullied 

by three young men. Arthur shot them resulting in the killing. Arthur was not aware 

that the assassination was making a protest movement against the rich people in the city 

by wearing a Joker mask. 

Arthur was on the Comedy stage at that time. Sophie attended the event. Arthur 

failed to deliver his jokes because he couldn’t control his laughter. Murray Franklin 

showed the video and made it a mockery. Arthur is Wayne’s illegitimate son. Wayne 

was a respected man in the city. Arthur was angry with his mother because she managed 

to keep this truth a secret. Arthur went to Wayne and asked him the truth. Wayne said 

that Penny was crazy and Penny was not Arthur’s real mother. Then Wayne slapped 

Arthur. At that time Arthur returned to visit his mother or Penny at Arkham Hospital to 

look for Penny’s case files. The truth was revealed that Arthur was adopted when he 

was a child and Penny was abusive towards Arthur. Therefore the pathological laughter 

arose because of the trauma in Arthur’s mind. So he covered his mother’s face with a 

pillow so that she ran out of air. 

Murray Franklin invited Arthur to appear on his show. Arthur had planned to 

kill himself on the show. When she was still in the Make-Up Room. He had the scissors 

ready. Arthur stabbed one of his old co-workers in the neck and eyes and left the other 

one out of kindness to his past. Arthur asked Murray to introduce him as the Joker. 
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Then Arthur continuously confessed to the subway murders while questioning society’s 

hypocrisy about the three young men. Murray tried to calm the atmosphere. Then 

Arthur shot Murray in the head. At that time the police came to arrest Arthur. On his 

way to the police station, Protesters hit the police car using an ambulance. Then Arthur 

was saved by the protesters. 

Joker Movie was a psychological thriller movie directed by Todd Phillips in 

2019 in the United States. The screenwriter was Scott Silver. The movie was produced 

by Warner Bros. Pictures, DC Films, and Joint Effor in collaboration with Bron 

Creative and Village Roadshow Pictures. The Joker movie was distributed by Warner 

Bros. The Joker Movie stars were Joaquin Phoenix as the Joker. Robert De Niro, Zazie 

Beetz, Frances Conroy, Brett Cullen, Glenn Fleshler, Bill Camp, Shea Whigham, and 

Marc Maron appear in supporting roles. The Joker Movie was premiered at the 76th 

Venice International Film Festival on August 31, 2019. The movie won the Golden 

Lion and was released in the United States on October 4, 2019. It was the first R-rated 

movie to cross the billion-dollar mark at the world box office, the ranked sixth highest-

grossing film of 2019. It also received 11 major nominations at the 92nd Academy 

Awards winning the best actor for Phoenix and the best original score for Hildur 

Guðnadótti. The Joker film was chosen as the best film of 2019 by the public. 

The reason the author chose the Joker Movie as research material was that the 

first Joker Movie told the main character who was bullied when he held a board and 

became a clown. Then a group of street children stole the board that Arthur was holding. 

At that time, Arthur was hooded without any fault. Then Arthur took out the gun that 

his friend had given him. The film illustrated that a person can be evil depending on 

how other people treat others. The message that can be taken in this film is very good 

and relates to real life. 

Second, the Joker Movie was chosen because of the injustice that he got from 

other people. When Arthur was always bullied by other people about what he was going 

through, it was a delusion in him that always laughed. The moral value can be taken 

from the movie that we must tolerate each other. Because it can affect the psychology 

of others. Many values of life that can be taken from this Joker Movie, so the author 

chose this movie to study. 

The reason the author chose the title “Analysis of Id, Ego, Superego in the Joker 

Movie directed by Todd Philips (2019): Psychological Approach”, was because the 

author wanted to give a little picture of the harsh life. All life processes were bitter and 
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some were sweet. The author wanted to give perspective to the reader that we must pay 

attention to the behavior that we would give to others. Because if people don’t give 

good behavior to others, it can make them hurt or not. Therefore the importance of 

tolerance among human beings on this earth is important. 

B. Research Question 

1. How is the beginning of Arthur’s psyche reflected in the Joker Movie?  

2. What causes of Arthur’s psychoanalytic deflection in the Joker Movie?  

C. Objectives of The Study 

1. To analyze the beginning Arthur’s psyche reflected in the Joker Movie.  

2. To analyze the causes of Arthur’s psychoanalytic deflection in Joker Movie. 

D. Benefits of Study 

1. Theoretical Benefits 

The author hopes that this study can provide information, references, and 

contribution in expanding knowledge about psychoanalytic for literary work 

especially in Joker Movie (2019).  

2. Practical Benefits 

The research adds deep insight and enriches knowledge to the Joker Movie based 

on psychological theory. Readers and other students can use this research as a 

reference for studying literature, especially in the field of the psychoanalytic 

approach. This research can encourage the readers and other students to go on of 

Joker Movie with another topic. 

E. Research Paper Organization 

Organization This paper describes several parts of this research. The first 

includes CHAPTER I which consists of a Research Background which serves the 

explanation of what was written by the author. Then the function of the research 

question was to formulate a problem raised in the research. Then the function of the 

research objectives was to explain the objectives of the research in this study. 

Furthermore, the benefits of research was to determine the benefits that author got in 

this research. The last is the Organization of the Research Paper which aims to explain 

the parts listed in CHAPTER I-CHAPTER III. 
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Chapter II covers Underlying Theory which aims to explain the theory used in 

this research. The second is the Previous Study, which is a previous literature review 

that has the same theme that the next researchers use to compare and find out which 

research has not been studied by previous researchers. 

 

Chapter III includes the explanation about the type of research, the object 

chosen by the author to write this research, the types of data and sources of data from 

which, and the types of research used in this study, then the data collection method, as 

well as the data analysis technique used by author in this study. 

 

Chapter IV contains finding and discussions. Finding is a result that author got 

from the topic raised. Finding is obtained after the author conducted the research 

methods and the results of the findings are discussed in a discussion. Discussion is an 

explanation of the findings that the author have obtained from the research results. 

 

Chapter V is the conclusion which explains in its entirety the research found 

whether the answer from the background contained in the problem formulation. It also 

contains the criticism and suggestions from the author to the readers who read this 

research, as well as the message obtained after doing this research. 

 


