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THE STRUGGLE OF COMMON PEOPLE FOR JUSTICE IN LIZ GARBUS’ LOST 

GIRLS MOVIE (2020): A SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE 

Abstrak 

Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengetahui bahwa keadilan sesuai dengan 

perjuangan masyarakat umum dalam film Lost Girls. Sosiologi teori sastra digunakan untuk 

menganalisis keterkaitan antara objek material dan masalah. Jenis penelitian ini adalah studi 

sastra yang berfokus pada bidang akademik. Metode deskriptif kualitatif digunakan untuk 

menganalisis penelitian ini. Penelitian ini terdiri dari dua sumber data. Data primer adalah 

film Lost Girls yang disutradarai oleh Liz Garbus. Data sekunder berupa E-book, artikel, E-

tesis, dan internet. Penelitian ini memperoleh tiga hasil, sebagai berikut pertama adalah 

indikator perjuangan keadilan dalam film, yang terdiri dari upaya pemerataan kesempatan 

untuk diselidiki, menentang penyalahgunaan polisi, memperoleh kebebasan berbicara, dan 

mendukung kesadaran publik. Kedua adalah perjuangan keadilan yang tercermin dalam film, 

yang digambarkan melalui tokoh, peristiwa, dan latar pengaturan. Liz Garbus, sebagai 

sutradara, mengangkat isu perjuangan keadilan dalam film karena dia selalu tertarik dengan 

masalah keadilan.  

Kata Kunci: Perjuangan, Keadilan, Sosiologi perpektif, Lost Girls 

 

Abstract 

The purpose of this study is to find out that justice is appropriate for the struggle of common 

people in the Lost Girls movie. Sociology of literature theory is used to analyze the 

interconnection between material objects and the issue. The type of this study is a literary 

study that focuses on the academic field. The qualitative descriptive method is used to 

analyze this study. This study consists of two data sources. Primary data is Lost Girls movie 

directed by Liz Garbus. Secondary data are E-books, articles, E-thesis, and the internet. This 

study obtained three results, as follows: first is the indicator of the struggle for justice in the 

movie, which consists of striving to equalize opportunities to be investigated, opposing 

police abuse, obtaining the freedom of speech, and supporting public awareness. Second is 

the struggle for justice reflected in the movie depicted through characters, events, and setting. 

Liz Garbus, as the director, addressed the struggle for justice in the movie because she had 

always been interested in the justice issu 

Keywords: Struggle, Justice, Sociology Perspective, Lost Girls 
 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Justice in life is hard to come by. News in the media shows there are cases that contain a 

tendency to strengthen injustice in society. However, what is seen from a justice 

perspective is the role of justice apparatus that function as law enforcers and common 

people as actors who obey the rules. But this is where the deviation occurs; often the legal 

apparatus emphasizes social status more than the enactment of the applicable legal system. 
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Justice is an ideal value that is always fought for by mankind. As an ideal value, the ideals 

of reaching justice have never been sought after and not once finished discussed. Justice 

will be a long discourse in the history of human civilization. In a legal state of efforts to 

reaching justice cannot be ignored. Legal states should not be apathetic to the struggle and 

every effort to uphold justice. The conception of justice is charged with a concept of justice 

that can touch and recover. In societies, to receive their own goals as human beings, people 

desire their goal that is connected to struggle. Struggle focuses on this paper is a struggle 

for justice in social conflict. In recent years, there is a lot of criminality and violence as a 

form of injustice that many people impacted. Injustice applies to all aspects of society and 

it is also closely tied to human rights. So the term “justice” has become as prominent as a 

human right. People must struggle to get their justice as a form of fairness in society or 

virtue lives. Justice is a proper, right relation and living with others as measured against 

the norm of society. Rawls constructs justice as fairness to specific interpretations of the 

ideas that society should be fair so people can get equality and freedom. Therefore, a lot of 

movies raise the struggle for justice as the theme.  

A society marked by a gap between law enforcement officials and the common people 

between the strong and the weak is an unethical life. The social life that is not by human 

values, far from the values of justice. Common people who have a weak economy and do 

not have political power are considered difficult to get justice. Legal responses are often 

unfair to weak communities. Laws are made to create order and peace in society. Therefore 

the system of law must run like series of people's organs must complement each other and 

have high awareness in applicable law. Common people who do not have social positions 

must struggle for justice and become a concern for parties in society. The phenomenon of 

the struggle for justice not only attracted the attention of common people in society but 

also attracted the director to raise the issue because of the failure of the legal system.  

These previous study divide into two categorizing that literary studies and case studies. 

Literary work studies by Risa Rindu Ajeng Saputri (2013), Muchammad Annas Alfadly 

(2015), Maya Narni (2002). Case study by Wegan.P. Negan (2014). The researcher has 

taken previous study using formal object that is struggle of justice issue. Issue about the 

common people struggle has been a lot of concern in the movie. There is no study about 

this issue. Therefore, researcher wants to fill the void of justice in the movie by conducting 
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a study of analysis of actions and events concerning struggle of justice. 

The issue distinguished this study from the previous studies. The researcher chooses 

sociological approach that an approach that studies the relation between literatures works 

and society. A literature work usually creates do to a phenomenon that happened in society.  

Therefore, this research will reflect    Lost Girls movie in the real situation of America in 

2010-2016 to analyzed struggle of common people for justice  

Therefore, this research will contain all aspect of struggle for justice Lost Girls movie; 

depict analyze and indentified the indicator struggle of justice, to describe the portrayal of 

struggle of common people for justice reflected in the movie, and to defined the reason of 

the director address struggle of justice as one of the issue in the movie. This material object 

will be studied using sociological perspective. There is no study use Lost Girls movie as 

material object. Therefore, there is studies focuses on formal object although difference of 

material object so this research aims to complement the previous studies. 

Sociology study refers to the concerns in the social relation of human beings in society. 

Sociology and literary works have relation phenomena in society. Studying sociology 

about literature is useful for understanding worldviews; creativity of creator, social 

situations, and political issues, etc.  It is connected by real life thinking and culture in which 

they become a part of literary work study. It is called human behavior study and the 

scientific study of society. Laurenson and Swingewood state that “Sociology is essentially 

the scientific, objective study of man in society, the study of social institutions and social 

processes; it seeks to answer the question of how society is possible, how it works, why it 

persists” (Laurenson and Swingewood 1972). Laurenson and Swingewood had classified 

sociology of literature into three; they are Literature work as a mirror to the age, Literature 

work as reflection of the social situation of the writer, and Literature work as the 

manifestation of historical moment 

 

 

2. METHOD 

The type of this study is literature study. This research used qualitative describe method 

to analyze the data. For collecting the data, the researcher used document analysis which 
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the steps are watched Lost Girls, identify the issue, find out some articles or journals that 

related to struggle for justice on the internet, and take some notes. The researcher 

conducted this study by using previous study deals with same issue about struggle of 

justice as the formal object. Data sources consist of two types, namely primary data and 

secondary data. The primary data is Lost Girls movie itself, and the secondary data is all 

materials related to this research, such us e-book, article and internet. Collecting the data 

technique, the researcher used document analysis which the steps are watched Lost Girls 

that looking for interesting topics of the movie, Taking notes of important parts to 

understand the story of Lost Girls, Identity the issue, find out some articles or journals 

that related to struggle for justice on the internet, Image-capturing/scene capturing of the 

movie, and distinguish based on the data will be used. 

 

3. FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

3.1 Finding 

3.1.1 Indicators of struggle for justice 

1) Striving to equalize opportunities to be investigated 

To conduct a police investigation requires strong evidence to do an investigation 

for Shannan’s missing. Mari Gilbert pointed out Sharran's last contact with her. 

Due to the Police unsatisfactory performance, Mari Gilbert looked up Shannan's 

call history by herself. Police also states that Shannan Gilbert’s case will no longer 

be considered a part of serial killer. Then Mari gets anger, she calls Richard to 

meet her want to defeated all his word 

“How can you say Shannan’s not connected? She was last seen three 

miles from the others girls. She was in her 20s. just like them. She was 

small just like them. She was on Craigslist just like them. None of those 

others girls would’ve been found if it wasn’t for her” (Mari Gilbert, 

01:03:10 – 01:03:23) 

 

 

 

2) Opposing Police Abuse 

Struggle to explore how the systems that are supposed to protect people often end 

up neglecting those most in need or failure of the legal system. It started when Mari 
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made a case report of missing Shanahan and they are ignored because the police 

could not find her in the system. Mari Gilbert makes a complaint to one of police 

officer named Dean Winters 

“Now, I have been hung up on dismissed and ignored but one thing I won’t 

be is silenced. Now, you say she’s not missing. Fine. That’s your position, 

but here’s mine. She called for help at 4:51 and you arrived at 5:40. How 

it take an hour to respond a call like that?” (Mari Gilbert, 17:23 – 17:41) 
 

3) Obtaining Freedom of Speech 

Police failed families of the murder victims. In an interview, Mari expressly 

conveyed the feelings of the victim's family about the negligence of the police in 

handling the killer case: 

“The police failed us. They failed every one of our girls. They failed to keep 

them safe when they were at risk. They failed to take their disappearances 

seriously, and they failed to go after the people who took advantage of our 

girls. Some of them may even be those people and they ignored me just like 

they ignored Shannan the night she called for help and waited an hour for 

them to arrive. Why are our girls to blame at the exclusion of everybody 

else? It’s time for accountability and I’m starting with my self” (Mari 

Gilbert, 01:25:14 -01:25:52) 

 

4) Supporting Public Awareness 

Victims that humiliated because of their work background especially because they 

are so often rendered in stereotypical terms based on opinion public and dismissed 

by authorities. Victims need defended start from their families act. Mari Gilbert 

informed that no one cared about the victims. They, the victim's family must be the 

main driving force for individual rights violation.  

“What about our girls? Who’s talking about them? And when they do it’s 

“prostitute”, “hooker”, “sex worker”, “escort”. Never “friend”, “sister”, 

“mother”, “daughter”. They don’t care, they blame them. And it’s our job 

as mothers and sisters to make sure these girls are not forgotten” (Mari 

Gilbert, 34:08 – 34:35) 

 

3.1.2 Depiction of Struggle for Justice in the Lost Girls Movie 

1) Through Character of figure 

These characters divide into three categorizing, namely struggling character, 

supporting characters, and opposing character. Struggling character focuses in Mari 

Gilbert, Supporting character doing an action are Sheree Gilbert, Sarra Gilbert and 



6 

 

families of the murder victims. Opposing characters by Richard Doomer and Dean 

Bostick as police 

a) Struggling Character 

Mari Gilbert is struggle character who hard-charging performance as enraged 

to express her complaint in this movie’s chief strength. She brings lights a fire 

under the investigation of her missing daughter Shannan and rails against 

police inaction. Mari Gilbert's character is very dominant in terms of character 

support for the struggle of justice. Characters shown by Mari Gilbert are brave, 

caring and never surrender.  

b) Supporting Character 

Support character is doing by Mari Gilbert’s daughter and families of the 

murder victim. Sarra Gilbert and Sherre Gilbert is Mari Gilbert’s daughter. 

Kim and Lorraine are families of the murder victims. Sarra Gilbert and Sherre 

Gilbert always follow Mari Gilbert wherever she goes to look for evidence of 

Shannan's disappearance. Sherre is the one who created a face book account in 

memory of Shannan Gilbert. From the account, the entire victim's family 

proposed to hold a vigil in the weekend in the Long Island. 

c) Opposing Character 

In the movie reveals deep issues with the way in which law enforcement and 

the media treat sex workers. Police opinion shows that they blame victims who 

put themselves in danger and their murders are chalked up to the risks of the 

job. That could be one of the reasons that cases are not taken seriously. There 

is a scene when the police asked Mari Gilbert not to talk to the media about 

the case of lost her daughter Shannan Gilbert. The police do not want to public 

realize how bad handling of the missing shannan Gilbert case that led police 

to discover more than dead bodies  attributed to serial killer of Long Island 

case.  

2) Through Events 

a) Getting shannan’s phone recording 
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Mari Gilbert took the initiative to go to the official customer service center. 

Mari Gilbert tries to find information from the voice recording of Shanaan's cell 

phone. 

b) Finding a Clue 

Mari Gilbert and her two daughters go to her boyfriend Shannan's house. She 

interrogates Alex about what he did to Shanaan and the reasons Shananna in 

Long Island's Oak Beach for a private community. After receiving 

unsatisfactory information, Mari Gilbert and her two daughters went to one of 

the pool games to meet driver’s Shanaan. The suspicious thing is the voice 

recording on the 911 phone is his voice, driver’s Shanaan. 

c) Looking for Suspect 

Mari Gilbert saw a security camera near Peter Hackett's house. Peter Hacket 

owned the proprety, where the security cameras were looped over footage that 

would have shown Shanaan in the area and whoever she was running from. 

Wife’s Peter Hackett explained that they had no recordings of the night Shannan 

was missing because taped over automatically. The footage has been deleted 

and the police do not have a copy. That made Mari Gilbert suspicious of Hackett 

about the intentional disappearance of evidence. At night, Mari Gilbert and Joe 

Scalice go to Peter Hackett's warehouse. They each carried a flashlight and 

shone into the storage room using the flashlight. And it looks like there's a lot 

of burlap. Mari Gilbert remembered that all the murder victims were wrapped 

in burlap. 

d) Reporting to the Police 

After investigating Peter Hackett, Mari Gilbert reported to the police about 

evidence of evidence found. Then Mari Gilbert asks Richard Doomer why 

police does not search the bodies in the marsh; it is the only unexplored place 

on Oak beach. That Marsh is a place that borders Anchor Way where Shannan 

was last seen and nearby where Peter Hackett lives.  

“What is this, some kind of cover up or just incompetence? Search the 

Marsh or I’m going on the news” (Mari Gilbert, 01:17:28 - 01:17:33) 

e) Searching the victim’s body 

All night, police search for murder victims must be carried out on the 
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instructions of Richard Dormer. Because of the thick leaves of the marsh, the 

police should use heavy equipment to trim it 

d) Finding the victim’s body 

Finally after a long search, found a wallet containing Shannan Gilbert's 

identification and to prove its ownership, the Police showed the wallet to Mari 

Gilbert. And it really was Shannan's purse. Police continued their search until 

morning. Finally the victim's body was found in the form of a skull in burlap. 

It was Shannan Gilbert's body after doing the autopsy. 

 

3) Through Setting of place and time 

a) Setting of Place in the police office 

Mari Gilbert heads to the police office to show her struggle for justice that she 

is doing for her daughter, Shannan. With her stapler in hand, Mari Gilbert put a 

poster of the missing Shannan full on the police notice wall 

b) Setting of place in the homicide scene 

Commissioner Richard Doomer decided to search for bodies in Marsh. There 

were a lot of police doing follow-ups along the Marsh. The thick brush and 

marsh make the police need heavy equipment, including a backhoe to dig 

through. That area was too tough for police and searchers to get through on foot 

c) Setting of time 

Shannan Gilbert disappeared in May 2010, after visiting her client on Ocean 

Parkway Long Island. A years later, in March and April 2011 there are six 

bodies were found off throughout the difference location in Long Island. Mari 

Gilbert and other families of the murder’s victim will not give up until 2016. 

Mari Gilbert as a activist American of Justice for serial killer in Long Island. 

Mari continued to campaign for justice for her daughter and the other murdered 

women found in Long Island. 

3.1.3 The reason Liz Garbus address the issue for the movie 

Liz Garbus has produced and director documentaries. Her documentaries focuses issue 

on the Holocaust, the death penalty, prostitution, the US criminal & juvenile justice 

system, and teenagers living on society’s fringes. One of interview by Watson Intuition 
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to Liz Garbus about the power of a true story in Documentary filmmaker, Garbus states 

she had always been interested in the criminal justice system, and had considered 

pursuing a path in law. Her opinion is movie can make another way of telling those 

stories and advocating for a more compassionate, a more nuanced understanding of the 

justice system. Her interest in justice can also be seen from her Instagram account. She 

often makes stories in his account about justice such as human rights, political justice, 

freedom of speech etc 

3.2 Discussion 

After analyzing Lost Girls movie based on the sociology of literature perspective theory 

by Laurenson and Swingwood it can be seen that movie is representations from literature 

work as the mirror to the age. It is means that literature work deals with aspect of reality 

and social condition. Here as prove that this major principles sociology of literature has 

connected to the society. Lost Girls Movie is related to the situation in America in 2010-

2016, in case Lost Girls pursuing filmmaking that occurred in criminal cases popular due 

neglected of police officer and America society was in a situation increase of criminal cases 

especially woman violation. Violence and murder cases as major of struggle for justice to 

get their human rights the analysis of the study is useful as a complement to previous 

studies about sociological perspective of literature reflected to the issue or conflict in 

society.  

 

4. CLOSING 

The conclusion of this study is based on the problem of statement consisting of three 

answer about the issue, following 

First, The indicator of struggle for justice in Lost Girls movie which consists of 

four part, following: first, striving to equalize opportunities to be investigated Second, 

obtaining police abuse that the abuse of authority by the police forces Third, obtaining 

freedom of speech Fourth, supporting public awareness and the police regarding the murder 

victim and the disappearance of Shannan Gilbert. . 

Second, depiction of struggle for justice especially in common people in Lost Girls 

movie which consist into three parts: Through characters divide into three categorizing, 

namely Struggling character focuses in Mari Gilbert, Supporting character doing an action 
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are Sheree Gilbert, Sarra Gilbert and families of the murder victims. Oppose characters by 

Richard Doomer and Dean Bostick as police. Through events that described step by step 

struggle of justice by Mari Gilbert consist Getting shannan’s phone recording, finding a 

clue, looking suspect, reporting to the police, searching the victim’s body. Through setting 

in the movie divide into setting of place and setting of time that struggles that occurred at 

the police station and the location of the murder while the time corresponds to the events 

of the justice struggle in 2016.  

Third, the reason Liz Garbus support people’s struggle, human rights or called as 

struggle for justice in the movie because she interested to pursue filming a issue about 

society especially justice and freedom. Liz Garbus ventured to raise this issue because she 

wanted to convey to the audience in addressing failure a legal system by police and get 

more people interested in the case so they are hear these families of murder’s victim and 

support them 
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