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THE STUDENTS’ ABILITY IN WRITING DESCRIPTIVE TEXT OF THE 

FIRST GRADE AT SMK N 1 PLUPUH SRAGEN IN 2020/2021  

ACADEMIC YEAR 

 

Abstrak 

 

Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengidentifikasi kemampuan siswa dalam 

menulis teks deskriptif kelas dan mendeskripsikan permasalahan yang dihadapi 

dalam menyusun teks deskriptif pada siswa kelas X SMK Negeri 1 Plupuh tahun 

pelajaran 2020/2021. Penelitian ini dilaksanakan di SMK Negeri 1 Plupuh 

khususnya pada siswa kelas X RPL A. Jenis penelitian yang digunakan pada 

penelitian ini merupakan penelitian kualitatif dengan desain deskriptif. Metode 

pengumpulan data pada penelitian ini dengan menggunakan analisis dokumen, 

wawancara dan observasi. Kemudian, teknik analisis data pada penelitian ini 

dengan menggunakan teknik analisis kualitatif. Hasil penelitian ini menunjukkan 

bahwa kemampuan siswa dalam menyusun teks deskriptif siswa kelas X SMK 

Negeri 1 Plupuh Tahun Pelajaran 2020/2021 diketahui bahwa dari total 30 siswa 

terdapat 8 siswa atau (26,7%) pada kategori sangat baik, 19 siswa (63,3%) berada 

pada kategori baik, 1 siswa atau (3%) berada pada kategori sedang, dan 2 siswa 

(6,7%) berada pada kategori buruk. Sebagian besar siswa mendapat nilai bagus. 

Artinya jumlah siswa yang mendapat nilai 61-80 terbanyak adalah 19 siswa 

(63,3%). Hal ini menunjukkan bahwa siswa kelas X RPL A SMK Negeri 1 

Plupuh termasuk dalam kategori baik dalam menyusun teks deskriptif. Kemudian, 

beberapa permasalahan yang dihadapi siswa dalam menyusun teks deskriptif 

siswa kelas X SMK Negeri 1 Plupuh Tahun Pelajaran 2020/2021. Permasalahan 

tersebut antara lain yaitu penggunaan bahasa pertama secara terus menerus, siswa 

memiliki kosakata yang terbatas dan masih menggunakan kosakata asli tanpa 

penjelasan dan permasalahan Grammar terkait dengan penggunaan present tense, 

subject-verb agreement, part of speech dan penggunaan subjek, kata kerja dan 

kata kerja penghubung. 

 

Kata kunci : kemampuan menulis, teks deskriptif, siswa. 

 

Abstract 

This study aimed at describing students' abilities in writing descriptive texts for 

class and describing the problems faced in compiling descriptive texts in class X 

SMK Negeri 1 Plupuh in 2020/2021 academic year. This research was conducted 

at SMK Negeri 1 Plupuh, especially for students of class X RPL A. The type of 

research used in this study was a qualitative research with a descriptive design. 

Data collection methods in this study using document, interview and observation. 

Then, the data analysis technique in this study used qualitative analysis 

techniques. The results of this study indicate that the ability of students in 

compiling descriptive texts for class X SMK Negeri 1 Plupuh for the academic 

year 2020/2021 is known that from a total of 30 students there are 8 students or 

(26.7%) in the very good category, 19 students (63.3 %) is in the good category, 1 

student or (3.3%) is in the medium category, and 2 students (6.7%) are in the bad 
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category. Most of the students achieve good grades. This means that the number 

of students who scored the most 61-80 was 19 students (63.3%). This shows that 

the students of class X RPL A SMK Negeri 1 Plupuh are included in the good 

category in compiling descriptive texts. Then, several problems faced by students 

in compiling descriptive texts for class X students of SMK Negeri 1 Plupuh in 

2020/2021 academic year. These problems include continuous use of the first 

language, students have limited vocabulary and still use original vocabulary 

without explanation and Grammar problems related to the use of present tense, 

subject-verb agreement, part of speech and the use of subject, verb and connecting 

verb. 

 

Keywords: writing ability, descriptive text, students. 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

In Indonesia, English is taught from primary to university-level education. In 

addition, it is taught in informal education. The primary goal of English 

instruction is for students to be able to interact in both oral and written ways, as 

well as to comprehend English text. Both language skills (listening, walking, 

reading, and writing) as well as language elements (grammar, pronounciation) can 

be learned by the students. Writing seems to be the most complex of the language 

skills in that it necessitates a lengthy phase that begins with brainstorming and 

ends with the finished product. It also includes elements such as text, grammatical 

function, terminology, and mechanics such as punctuation, capitalization, and 

spelling (Imelda, 2014). 

Writing is the fourth and final skill on the list. Students must be familiar 

with the first three skills, according to the skill's level. Writing is the development 

of the written word as language, which must be interpreted and understood in 

order to communicate (Celce-Murcia, 2001). Writing belongs to the productive 

skill that should be mastered by the students in order to communicate their ideas 

and feelings with others in written form. Analyzing students' text/writing is one 

method for determining their English skills. Analyzing students' texts is crucial 

because it allows English teachers to determine a student's writing skill and 

difficulties. 

In this case, thing that would be important is how to compose. Compose is 

to come together or make something. Many people mistakenly believe that written 
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language is just a visual reflection of spoken language. Written language is a form 

of writing, and writing requires a different range of skills than spoken language. In 

this case school as a formal department has important roles. There is a crucial 

problem for Indonesian. Mostly, they still can’t practice the four English skills 

fluently although it has already been studied by them from kindergartens up to 

university. Indonesian students face a challenge in learning to write because they 

have few opportunities to practice writing in English. Commonly, Indonesian still 

influenced by their mother tongue rules so that they make mistakes in making 

sentence (Sholikah, 2013). 

The aim of teaching English to SMA/MA/SMK students is to help them 

improve communicative maturity, or the ability to communicate in both spoken 

and written style, in order to achieve literacy. This can be accomplished by using 

four language skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing (Depdiknas, 2017). 

To be accurate, the written word necessitates true proficiency on the part of the 

writer. Furthermore, one of the language skills that students can learn is writing. 

Students must learn vocabulary and know how to use grammar while composing 

texts or sentences in order to improve their writing skills. It is a valuable asset 

since it can be used in a variety of situations. People are expected to be able to 

express themselves in written style by writing. 

Unfortunately, even though it was about their lives, many students were 

uninterested in learning about it. They would rather read and talk than write. 

Reading, as previously said, is more complex than other skills because it requires 

more facets. Grammar, vocabulary, concept organization, pronunciation, and 

punctuation marks are only a few of the components. There were some challenges 

to overcome. During the drafting of the introductory paragraph, students 

encountered certain difficulties. The first issue is coming up with new ideas. Some 

students condensed several key concepts into a single paragraph, but the 

paragraph's overall concept remained unclear. Any paragraphs have also been 

discovered to be composed entirely in one line. The paragraph's point was also 

unclear (Isrina fitri. Et al., 2017). 
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There have been several previous studies. “A Study on Teaching and 

Learning Descriptive Text Writing Skill for MTS N Tinawas Boyolali Eighth 

Grade Students in Academic Year 2014/2015” by (Prabawati, 2015). The 

authors of this study based on the teacher's material, techniques, and media 

while teaching literature. The difference between previous research and current 

research lies in the purpose of the research, where previous research was 

focused on teachers while current research was focused on students.  

“An Analysis Of Students’ Writing Text At Grade X1 An Analysis of  

Students’ Writing Skill In Descriptive Grade X1 Ipa 1 Of Man 2 Padang” by 

(Husna, 2016), students had difficulty arranging and generating ideas. Any of 

the researchers were unable to fully implement their theories. It was also 

discovered in their second writing that the developing idea had not improved. 

“An Analysis of Descriptive Text Written by Seventh Grade Students of 

MTsN Ngemplak Boyolali in the Academic Year 2014/2015” by (Adis Mega 

Yusuf, 2014). In research writing texts and using student worksheets is more 

emphasized. The difference between this research and previous research is that 

the previous research was conducted at MTsN Ngemplak Boyolali, while this 

the current research was conducted at SMK Negeri 1 Plupuh.  

“An Analysis of Students’ Difficulties in Writing Descriptive Text at the 

First Grade of SMAN 1 Sanga sanga” by (Vivi Ardiyanti Husein, 2019). The 

aim of this research was to find out how challenging it was for students in the 

first grade of SMAN 1 Sanga-sanga to write detailed texts in the academic year 

2019/2020. This study relied on qualitative data. Tests and interviews are the 

most important tools. Researcher challenged students to compose descriptive 

texts and interviewed them to learn about the challenges they face while 

writing descriptive texts. 

 Based on the issue that the students are facing, the researcher is interested 

in conducting a study entitled “ The Students’ Ability in Writing Descriptive Text 

Of The First Grade At Smk Negeri 1 Plupuh Sragen 2020/2021 In Academic 

Year" to assess students' writing abilities. 

2. METHOD 
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This research is conducted at SMK Negeri 1 Plupuh especially on the tenth grade 

students on April 2021. This research is a qualitative research with a descriptive 

research design. The subjects of this study were students of class X SMK Negeri 1 

Plupuh. Data collection methods used in this study are document analysis, 

interviews and observations. Document analysis in this study is to assess the 

distribution of student scores. Then interviews in this study were used to 

determine students' difficulties in writing descriptive texts. The researcher also 

gave some questions to the teacher to find out the students' problems according to 

their point of view. While the observation technique in this study was carried out 

by observing the teaching and learning process in the classroom from beginning to 

end. Then the data analysis technique in this study used qualitative analysis 

techniques. 

 

3. FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

3.1 Findings 

3.1.1 The Students’ Distribution of Score Level in Composing Descriptive Texts 

of The Tenth Grade at SMK Negeri 1 Plupuh in 2020/2021 Academic 

Years. 

Based on the research results, it is known that the results of the 

students' classification criteria scores in compiling descriptive texts are as 

shown in the following table: 

Tabel. 2 The Classification of Students’ criteria score in composing 

descriptive texts 

No Score Criteria Frequency Prosentase (%) 

1 81 -100 Excellent 8 26,7 

2 61 – 80 Good 19 63,3 

3 41 – 60 Fair 1 3,3 

4 21 – 40 Poor 2 6,7 

5 <20 Failed 0 0 

Total 30 100 

Based on the table above, it can be seen that 8 students or (26.7%) are 

in the very good category, 19 students (63.3%) are in the good category, 1 
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student or (3%) are in the moderate category, and there are 2 students (6 , 

7%) was in the bad category, while no students were in the failing category. 

Most of the students got good grades. This means that the highest number of 

students scored 61-80 was 19 students (63.3%). This shows that class X 

RPL A SMK Negeri 1 Plupuh is in the good category in compiling 

descriptive texts. 

3.1.2 The problems faced by the students in composing descriptive text of the 

tenth grade at SMK Negeri 1 Plupuh in 2020/2021 academic year 

According to Sofyan (2016:4) Students' capability in writing 

descriptive text is influenced by many factors. The factors are grammar, 

vocabulary, text organization, mechanic, content and others. Based on the 

research results, it is known that some of the problems faced by X RPL A 

students of SMK Negeri 1 Plupuh in compiling descriptive texts are as 

follows: 

1) Continuous use of the first language 

2) The students have a limited vocabulary and still use the original 

vocabulary without explanation. 

3) Grammar problems are related to the use of the present tense, subject-

verb agreement, part of speech and the use of subject, verb and linking 

verb.. 

3.2 Discussion 

3.2.1 Distribution of Student Score Levels in Compiling Descriptive Text for 

Class X SMK Negeri 1 Plupuh 2020/2021 Academic Year 

Based on the results of the analysis of students' abilities in compiling 

descriptive texts in Class X SMK Negeri 1 Plupuh Academic Year 

2020/2021 it is known that out of a total of 30 students, there were 8 

students or (26.7%) in the very good category, 19 students (63.3 %) is in the 

good category, 1 student or (3%) is in the moderate category, and 2 students 

(6.7%) are in the bad category. Most of the students got good grades. This 

means that the highest number of students scored 61-80 was 19 students 
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(63.3%). This shows that class X RPL A SMK Negeri 1 Plupuh is in the 

good category in compiling descriptive texts. 

According to Brown (2001) writing is a thought process, because 

writing is a process of putting ideas on paper to turn thoughts into words 

and give them a structure and coherent organization. According to Pranoto 

(2004), writing means pouring thoughts into writing or telling something to 

others through writing. Writing can also be interpreted as an expression or 

expression of feelings that are poured in written form. In other words, 

through the writing process, we can communicate indirectly. Meanwhile, 

according to Slamet (2008), writing is an activity of exploring thoughts and 

feelings about a subject, choosing things to write, determining how to write 

it so that readers can understand easily and clearly. 

Descriptive text is a type of writing that consists of a description, 

characteristic, definition, something, object or something. Husna (2014: 19) 

explains that in writing good organizational skills help readers better 

understand the ideas presented. therefore descriptive writing is arranged 

according to how people, places, or objects exist in the real world. Knapp 

and Watkins (2005:80) say that organizing writing according to parts of a 

whole helps readers to better visualize the items described. 

Hughes (2003: 101-102) explains that there are 5 aspects used to 

assess students' composition texts, including materials, organization, 

terminology, language use, and mechanics. The descriptions of each aspect 

of the composition text of students at each student level category are as 

follows: 

a. Students with Excellent category 

Based on the results of the study, it is known that there are 8 students or 

(26.7%) with the excellent composition text category. This shows that 8 

people with this excellent category already have composition text in 

accordance with the composition text criteria.  

b. Students with good category 
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Based on the research results, it is known that there are 19 students 

(63.3%) with good composition text category. This shows that 19 people 

with this good category already have composition text in accordance with 

the composition text criteria. 

c. Students with fair category 

Based on the research results it is known that there is 1 student or (3%) in 

the fair category, this shows that 1 person is in enough category.  

d. Students with poor category 

Based on the results of the study, it is known that there are 2 students 

(6.7%) who are in the poor category.  

The results of this study indicate that the students of class X RPL A 

SMK Negeri 1 Plupuh are in the good category in compiling descriptive 

texts. This study is in line with the results of research conducted by Rico 

(2016) which determined that the ability of students in MM 1 class in 

writing descriptive texts at SMK N 6 Surakarta in the 2015/2016 academic 

year can be said to be in either category (score 17-15) or 59 ,37%. 

3.2.2 The Problems Faced by the Students in Composing Descriptive Text of the 

Tenth Grade at SMK Negeri 1 Plupuh in 2020/2021 academic year 

Descriptive text is text that is meant to describe a particular person, 

place or thing. The main characteristic of descriptive text language is the use 

of certain participants, written in the present tense, using conjunctive verbs, 

using adjectives, using relational and material processes (Emilia, 2010:56).  

Gaith (2002:1) states that writing is a complex process that allows 

writers to explore thoughts and ideas, and make them visible and concrete. 

According to Brown (2001: 244), there are five categories of difficulties 

faced by students, namely students becoming too dependent on the teacher, 

Continuous use of the first language, Students challenging, noisy, or 

disturbing others, personality clashes, Students are not clear what they are 

doing. have to do, or do the wrong thing, Students are bored, inattentive, or 

unmotivated, Strong student dominance, Students are unprepared and Late. 
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Based on the results of the study, it is known that there are several 

problems faced by students in composing descriptive text for class X at 

SMK Negeri 1 Plupuh in 2020/2021 academic year. These problems, 

include: 

a. Continuous use of the first language 

One of the problems faced by students is the continuous use of the first 

language. This problem is caused by differences in structure and rules 

between Indonesian and English. With the structural differences between 

Indonesian and English, learners are still influenced by their native 

language (first language or L1) in mastering a new language (target 

language or L2) which can make students have difficulty using the 

correct structure, or forms in writing English. 

According to Brown (2001:244) the continuous use of the first 

language is probably the most common problem. Therefore, it is 

important for teachers to encourage students to use English. If students 

start speaking in their first language, approach them and ask them direct 

questions to make students notice that they are in English class. Another 

suggestion is to create a set of class rules and punishment structures for 

students using their first language. For example, if someone is found 

using their mother tongue three times, have them read a poem in front of 

the class (in English). 

b. The students have a limited vocabulary and still use the original 

vocabulary without explanation. 

Wehmeier (2005: 170) states that vocabulary is a list of words with 

their meanings, especially in books for learning foreign languages. 

Speaking English in all kinds of problems, vocabulary plays an important 

role in order to write fluently. Vocabulary refers to the words we use 

when we write. The more people master the lot the easier it will be for 

them to write vocabulary in English. This is due to the choice of 

vocabulary that is understandable and suitable for the audience so that 

others can easily find out what the author means. Students may have 
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difficulty in mastering vocabulary that is why students cannot write 

correctly. This was evidenced by the results of the interview which stated 

that one of the problems faced by students was a vocabulary problem: 

 Ada mbak, dalam mengartikannya dan juga dalam menyusun kata-

katanya (Student 1) 

 Dibagian kosa katanya, terkadang saya sulit untuk merangkai kata-

katanya (Student 2) 

Based on the results of interviews with student 1 and student 4, it is 

known that one of the problems faced by students is a vocabulary 

problem, where students sometimes have difficulty in compiling the 

correct words. The results of this study are in line with the results of 

Pratiwi's research (2015: 2) explaining that one of the students' 

difficulties in writing English is influenced by the lack of a lot of 

vocabulary and grammar, lack of written practice and ideas. This is also 

supported by Sulasti (2003), The problems they face the most are about 

how to write, what to write, and the lack of vocabulary and incompetence 

in structure. 

c. Grammar problems are related to the use of the present tense, subject-

verb agreement, part of speech and the use of subject, verb and linking 

verb. 

According to Wehmeier (2005: 675) grammar is a language rule to 

change the form of words and combine them into sentences. Students not 

only need to know grammar rules but also how these rules are used in 

real communication. Grammar or the role of language cannot be ignored 

in speaking because without knowing grammar we will not be able to 

know how to arrange sentences properly and can cause misunderstanding 

of information. In addition, grammar is the study of words and how they 

are used to compose sentences. Not knowing the correct English 

grammar can cause students not to be confident about speaking English. 

The main problems faced by EFL students are especially 

difficulties in using verbs, building sentence structures and tenses. Some 
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students do not understand about the use of the simple present tense used 

in adjective clauses. They also mismanaged it. Students find it difficult to 

develop their ideas, so they don't know how to start writing. Based on the 

results of the interview, it is known that one of the problems faced by 

students is a problem of grammar, such as the following interview 

results: 

 Ada, kesulitannya di kata (Student 2) 

 merangkai kata-katanya itu susah terus menerjemahkan ke 

Inggrisnya susah (Student 5) 

Based on the results of the interview above, it was known that 

students 2 and students 4 experienced difficulties related to related 

grammar where students still had difficulty using correct grammar. 

According to Nunan (2003), Grammar is generally regarded as a set of 

rules that determine the correct order of words at the sentence level. It is 

a very basic knowledge and essential tool for students to master English. 

Pratiwi (2015:2) explains that the basic thing that makes writing difficult 

is the use of language aspects or writing skills such as punctuation, 

spelling, grammar, vocabulary and so on. According to Jordan (1997), 

writing is often confused with the process of putting words on paper in 

the same structure with an outline prepared with the appropriate style and 

vocabulary, the main ideas arranged in several often corrected for 

mechanical and grammatical errors. 

4. CONCLUSION 

4.1 Conclusion 

This conclusion answers the problem formulation of this research namely the 

students’ distribution of score level in composing descriptive texts and the 

problems that are faced by the students in composing descriptive texts. 

a. Based on the results of the analysis of students' abilities in compiling 

descriptive texts in Class X SMK Negeri 1 Plupuh in 2020/2021 academic 

year it is known that out of a total of 30 students, there were 8 students or 

(26.7%) in the very good category, 19 students (63.3 %) is in the good 
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category, 1 student or (3.3%) is in the moderate category, and 2 students 

(6.7%) are in the bad category. Most of the students got good grades. This 

means that the highest number of students scored 61-80 was 19 students 

(63.3%). This shows that class X RPL A SMK Negeri 1 Plupuh is in the 

good category in compiling descriptive texts. 

b. Based on the results of the study, it is known that there are several 

problems faced by students in composing descriptive text for class X at 

SMK Negeri 1 Plupuh in the 2020/2021 academic year. These problems, 

including namely Continuous use of the first language, The students have 

a limited vocabulary and still use the original vocabulary without 

explanation and Grammar problems are related to the use of the present 

tense, subject-verb agreement, part of speech and the use of subject, verb 

and linking verb. 

4.2 Suggestion 

This study only focuses on identifying students' abilities in composing 

descriptive texts and describe the problems faced by students in composing 

descriptive texts. However, it does not explain the factors that affect the 

ability to compile descriptive text, therefore the next researcher is asked to 

describe the factors that affect students 'ability to compile descriptive text, 

and use the right method so that it can explain in more detail the ability to 

compile students' descriptive text. 
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