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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of The Study 

English is one of the languages in Indonesia. English is used as the first 

foreign language, so it is used primarily as an objective of the study in a 

pedagogical domain, the objective of which is to attain native-like proficiency 

(Margaretha 2008:8). In Indonesia, English is the first foreign language that is 

taught formally from elementary school to university level. Learning and 

language are a need for most Indonesian people. When they mastered English 

well, it will be easier for them to communicate and understand some 

information. As an international language, English has become an important 

subject to be mastered by an Indonesian student, either for communicative 

purposes or for academic purposes. For those reasons, the Indonesian 

government has established that English begins to be taught in primary school. 

Teaching English also needs to refer to the national curriculum in 

which the aims, aspects, and functions of teaching English are stated there. In 

relation to this, the government introduces “KTSP (Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan 

Pendidikan)” as the curriculum which is integrated into the 2004 curriculum or 

the Competence-Based Curriculum (CBC). In junior high school, teaching 

English as a foreign language is aimed at providing the students to achieve 

communicative competence. According to Hymes in Freeman (2002:121), 

being able to communicative competence, i.e. the ability to know. It means 

knowing when, how, and what to say to whom. The competence in English as 

a foreign language will help the students to express ideas and feelings and use 

the language in society. The students are also expected to be able to make a 

personal or social decision, have a responsibility, and make use of the 

analytical and imaginative competence in themselves (Depdiknas, 2004:5). In 

other words, teaching English in Indonesia is not a simple job. It needs 

particular persuasion on such as the teacher's competency, approach, method, 

technique, material, and media. 
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The teaching method has an important role in the English teaching- 

learning process. A scientific approach can be implemented in classroom 

teaching practices. A scientific approach is a pedagogical approach used in the 

classroom whereby teaching is approached with the same rigor as science at 

this best and it involves active learning strategies to engage students in the 

process of science and teaching methods that have been systematically tested 

and shown to reach diverse students (Handelsman, et al., 2004:521). A 

scientific approach requires learners to communicate their learning, their 

findings. Teaching-learning scientific approach processes in the education unit 

should maintain an interactive, inspiring, fun, challenging, motivating learners 

to actively participate. It also provides enough space for the initiative, 

creativity, self-reliance, talents, interests, and physical and psychological 

development of students. 

To be a successful learner of English, students should master four 

language skills. Those are listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Reading is 

one important of those. Reading instruction dominates the curriculum in most 

classrooms. The teaching of English in Indonesia emphasizes reading 

comprehension. Heilman (1965:4) states that reading always involves the 

simultaneous application of a grade number of mechanical skills and 

comprehension skills, all of which are influenced by reader attitudes, 

knowledge, and experience. Reading is a complicated process. Besides that, 

Heilman (1965:8) also says that reading is a process of getting meaning from 

printed word symbols. It is not merely a process of making conventionalized 

noises associated with these symbols process, even though mechanics are an 

essential part of the processes. 

During the interview with the English teachers in SMP N 1 Sukodono 

Sragen, reading is the priority for the English study. Because the teacher’s 

assumption is the UAS at SMP N 1 Sukodono Sragen contains many reading 

text tests. So, the English teacher makes reading material is the priority for 

teaching-learning than listening, speaking, and writing. Certainly, the teacher 

has a primary method for successfully improve the reading comprehension’s 
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students. Based on the interview in SMP N 1 Sukodono Sragen almost the 

English teacher used the scientific approach method. 

The researcher found that most of the Scientific Approach methods 

were applied in the teaching and learning process of reading. And the 

researcher interested in knowing the implementation of scientific approach in 

the eighth grade, the implementation focus in the presentation of scientific 

approach in eighth grade, because the researcher wants to know the second 

application or the second cultivation is there an increase in students with a 

scientific approach from seventh grade. Hence, the researcher chose the 

second frame for this research. Meanwhile, the data are analyzed using the 

qualitative method. 

Therefore, the researcher decided to carry out research entitled: “THE 

IMPLEMENTATION OF SCIENTIFIC APPROACH IN TEACHING 

READING COMPREHENSION AT THE EIGHTH GRADE OF SMP 

NEGERI 1 SUKODONO SRAGEN IN THE ACADEMIC YEAR OF 

2019/2020” 

 

B. The Identification of the Problems 

Based on the explanation in the background of the study, there are 

several problems which can be identified such as: 

1. How is the English teacher’s preception of Scientific Approach in teaching 

learning English as a foreign language? 

2. How is the implementation of Scientific Approach in the process of 

teaching learning reading at SMP Negeri 1 Sukodono Sragen ? 

3. What are the teacher’s and students’ role in scientific approach? 

4. What are the problems faced by the teachers and students in implementing 

Scientific Approach in the process of teaching-learning reading 

comprehension? 

 

C. The Limitation of Problems 

Based on the identification of problems that have been mentioned 

above, the researcher limits the problem to the procedure in implementing the 
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Scientific Approach in the process of teaching-learning reading 

comprehension at the eighth grade of SMP Negeri 1 Sukodono Sragen in the 

academic year of 2019/2020. 

 

D. The Problem of Satetements 

Based on the description in the background of the study, the researcher 

find the problem arising which are identified as in the following: 

1. What is the English teachers preception of Scientific Approach in teaching 

learning English as a foreign language? 

2. How the implementation of Scientific Approach in the process of teaching 

learning reading at SMP Negeri 1 Sukodono Sragen? 

3. What are the teacher’s and students’ role in scientific approach? 

4. What are the problems faced by the teachers and students in implementing 

Scientific Approach in the process of teaching-learning reading 

comprehension? 

 

E. The Objectives of the Research 

From the previous background and formulation of the problem, this 

research is aimed at: 

1. To describe the English teachers preception of Scientific Approach as a 

method in teaching-learning Englsih as a foreign language. 

2. To know the implementation of Scientific Approach in the process of 

teaching learning reading at SMP Negeri 1 Sukodono Sragen. 

3. To know the teachers procedure in the process of modify of teaching- 

leaarning reading comprehension related to the use students of scientific 

approach. 

4. To know the problems faced by the teacher and students in implementing 

Scientific Approach in the process of teaching-learning at SMP Negeri 1 

Sukodono Sragen. 

 



5 
 

 

 

F. The Benefit of the Study 

1. For Eighth Grade Students of SMP Negeri 1 Sukodono Sragen 

This research is expected to improve the ability to read.  

2. Teacher 

The results of this study are expected to be useful as knowledge for 

improve teaching and learning. 

3. Community and Parents 

The results of this study are expected to add insight to the community and 

parents in reading comprehension 


