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CHAPTER I  

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

A learning media can facilitate the lecturers in the teaching and learning process and 

helping to attract students' interest. Like a using vlog series in learning at English 

Education Department of Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta, in the learning 

process, vlog is used by lecturers especially in the speaking class. Lecturers make vlogs 

as learning media created by students through project assignments aimed at developing 

student creativity in learning speaking. The teaching and learning process at English 

Education Department of Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta uses vlog which has 

the potential to increase student interest. Not only is the creativity of the lecturer shown 

by the vlog as learning process, but also students can convey their creativity ideas in the 

vlog presentation in accordance with the learning objectives, which are effective 

individually or in groups. Learning becomes more creative, attractive and fun. 

Submission of materials and presentations through Vlogs becomes more interesting and 

the creativity of educators and students who develop Vlog media makes learning more 

interactive so as to create an attraction for students. This is when compared with 

conventional teaching methods such as lectures. 

English in this world has experienced rapid development. This is because English is 

frequently used in various international contexts, including, education, culture and 

commerce. Llurda, Galloway & Rose in (Tan, Farashaiyan, Sahragard & Faryabi, 

2019)believethe global spread of English has changed its status from the standard 

language used by several powerful countries to the international language or lingua 

franca spoken by various speakers around the world. Crystal in Monfared and Safarzadeh 

(2014) estimates that the number of English speakers worldwide is between 1.1 billion 

and 1.8 billion, only 320 to 380 million of whom are native speakers of English. Some 

studies reveal that English is not only owned by native speakers because the number of 

people currently using English as a second or foreign language exceeds native speakers 

(Llurda, Galloway & Rose in Tan, Farashaiyan, Sahragard & Faryabi, 2019). This makes 

more non-native speakers than native speakers of English. 

As English spread around the globe it has evolved and developed into many varieties. 

Indonesia is not an exception of those phenomena. English in Indonesia has been in 

contact with the native languages in Indonesia, for instance Javanese. As a result, the 
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Javanese speakers who speak English will use English but with its unique characteristics 

deriving from Javanese language. Examples of special features of English spoken by 

Javanese speakers can be observe from consonant sounds for instance voiced and 

voiceless of labiodental and interdental sounds. The differences between non native and 

native speakers of English pronunciation features  are due to several factors. Bui (2016) 

list the factors affecting learners’ pronunciationis,   the influence  of  the  learners’  

mothertongue,starting age of learning pronunciation, exposure to English, language 

aptitude,and motivation for learning English pronunciation. In Javanese language, both 

labiodental and interdental sounds do not exist (Marsono in Laila, Adityarini, and 

Amalia, 2019, p. 27). Based on what Bui (2016) stated previously that mother tongue 

influences one’s English pronunciation, hence it is possible to expect that the labiodental 

and interdental sounds will be articulate diiferently by Javanese speakers when they 

speak English. Evidence from several studies have shown that Javanese speakers have 

difficulties in pronuncing labiodental  sounds and interdental sounds, such as ‘Alia 

(2017) study the subject substituted [θ] with [t], [ð] with [d], [v] sound with [f]; in 

Triwahyuni (2020) the subject substituted [θ] sound with [t], [ð] sound with [d] and [t], 

and [v] sound with [f]; in Bui(2016) study[θ] the subject substituted [θ] with  [t], [ð] with 

[dʒ]; in Luviya (2016) study, the subject substituted [ð] with [dʒ]. 

Although English is a compulsory subject in junior and senior high schools, so far 

there has not been a single government document that states which English can be used 

as a model for teaching pronunciation. Meanwhile, House in Kirkpatrick (2009) states 

that the successful bilingual or multilingual user of English does not only offer a native 

speaker as role model for student, but also provide a bilingual or multilingual speaker as 

role model. Seidlhofer in Chan & Evans, 2011 highlight the right model for teaching 

pronunciation in a country is by way of pronunciation that accommodates the 

characteristics of that country. In similar vein, Nihalani and Hino in Adityarini, (2014) 

who recommend the urgent need to provide to adopt local varieties of English as 

pedagogical model for teaching pronunciation that suit the needs of local students. This 

means that the pronunciation model does not always have to be oriented to native 

speakers. Therefore, the researcher analyzes one of Indonesian public figure particularly 

the government officailswho were fluent in English; she is Retno Marsudi. 

Retno Marsudi is one of Indonesia's prominent figures with Javanese backgrounds 

who has good English proficiency. She is also the first female Minister of Foreign 

Affairs in Indonesia. She was born in Semarang, Central Java on November 27, 1962. 
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She lived in Semarang until graduating high school in 1980 and moved to Jogja to study 

at Universitas Gajah Mada until he graduated from Bachelor Degree and continued his 

Masters at HaagseHogeschool, the Netherlands and was immediately recruited by the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Most Javanese accents when speaking English are very thick 

with their native language accents, and this is a characteristic of English spoken by 

Javanese. Researcher used public figure as subject because Retno Marsudi as 

multilingual speaker who could presented in English, Indonesian, and Javanese language. 

And Mrs. Retno Marsudi’s profile is friendly English user in Javanese student. 

From here, the researcher wants to analyze the speech of Mrs. Retno Marsudi, who 

has good English proficiency and has Javanese mother tongue. The speech is containing 

articulation of voiceless interdental sound, voiced interdental sound, voiceless 

labiodentals sound, and voiced labiodentals sound in her English speech. The researcher 

dividing for three positions, there are initial, medial and final positions. 

 

B. Limitation of the Study 

In this research, the researcher limits the research in analyzing the Marsudi’s sound 

in pronouncing [f], [v],[θ] and [ð] by her speech in several videos. 

 

C. Research Question 

Based on the phenomena above the researcher has the problems to analyze.  

1. How is voiceless Interdental Sound [θ] and voiced Interdental sound [ð] in initial 

position articulated by Retno Marsudi’s speech? 

2. How is voiceless Interdental Sound [θ] and voiced Interdental sound [ð] in medial 

position articulated by Retno Marsudi’s speech? 

3. How is voiceless Interdental Sound [θ] and voiced Interdental sound [ð] in final 

position articulated by Retno Marsudi’s speech? 

4. How is voiceless Labiodental Sound [f] and voiced Labiodental sound [v] in initial 

position articulated by Retno Marsudi’s speech? 

5. How is voiceless Labiodental Sound [f] and voiced Labiodental sound [v] in medial 

position articulated by Retno Marsudi’s speech? 

6. How is voiceless Labiodental Sound [f] and voiced Labiodental sound [v] in final 

position articulated by Retno Marsudi’s speech? 

 

D. Objectives of the Study 

Based on the problem statement above, the objective of this research are: 
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1. To describe how voiceless Interdental Sound [θ] and voiced Interdental sound [ð] in 

initial position articulated by Retno Marsudi’s speech,  

2. To describe how voiceless Interdental Sound [θ] and voiced Interdental sound [ð] in 

medial position articulated by Retno Marsudi’s speech,  

3. To describe how voiceless Interdental Sound [θ] and voiced Interdental sound [ð] in 

final position articulated by Retno Marsudi’s speech,  

4. To describe how voiceless Labiodental Sound [f] and voiced Labiodental sound [v] in 

initial position articulated by Retno Marsudi’s speech,  

5. To describe how voiceless Labiodental Sound [f] and voiced Labiodental sound [v] in 

medial position articulated by Retno Marsudi’s speech, and 

6. To describe how voiceless Labiodental Sound [f] and voiced Labiodental sound [v] in 

final position is articulated by Retno Marsudi’s speech. 

 

E. Benefit of the Study 

The benefits of this research are divided into two, as follows: 

1. Theoretical Benefit 

The results of the study can hopefully add to the body of knowledge 

particularly in the area of Pronunciation and Phonetics. 

2. Practical Benefit 

a. For other researchers, hopefully can help them to get references for their research. 

b. For students, hopefully can help student become more confident in English 

pronunciation. 

c. For teacher, hopefully can provide insights for the teachers in selecting 

alternative pedagogical model for teaching pronunciation particularly in Javanese 

context. 

 

F. Research Paper Organization 

The research paper will be elaborated into five chapters: 

Chapter I is Introduction; divided into Background of the Study, Limitation, 

Problem Statement, Objectives of the Study, Benefit of the Study, and Research Paper 

Organization.  
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Chapter II is Literature Review; deciphered into notion of pronunciation, IPA 

symbol, sounds in English, interdental and labiodental sounds in English, sounds in 

Javanese, and Previous Study. 

Chapter III is Research Method; separated into Research Type, Research Object, 

Research Data and Data Source, Technique of Data Collection, Data Validity, and 

Trustworthiness.  

Chapter IV is Research Finding and Discussion.  

Chapter V is Conclusion and Suggestion.  

 

 


