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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the study 

Garang in Puspitasari (2017) explains that humans as social beings 

are creatures that live in groups and are unable to live alone. So humans in 

carrying out social life require interaction with each other. In prehistoric 

times, humans expressed their feelings and ideas by writing in a cave. 

Over time, human language has changed. From the beginning in the form 

of writing in the cave to evolve using spoken language until now. Suhardi 

(2013) defines language as a system of sound symbols that has the 

function to communicate, cooperate, and the process of self-identification 

spoken by the public. Following Chaer and Agustina (1995) states that the 

main function of language is as a human communication tool. This is 

supported by Soeparno (1993) states that the main function of language is 

for social communication. So the conclusion is that language is a human 

communication tool that comes from the means of sound production and 

has the goal to work together, communication, and the process of self-

identification. Languages throughout the world are very diverse. In 

Indonesia, the national language used is Indonesian. Then, in the 

international world, English has been agreed upon as a language that must 

be used. English as a foreign language has been studied since elementary 

school. This aims to make students able to communicate well. Mohammed 

(2016) states that in learning English there are important things that must 

be achieved, namely four macro skills. listening, speaking, writing, and 

reading. Everything must be mastered so that communication between 

humans is very easy. 

 Speaking is one of the four macro skills that must be mastered. 

According to Siahaan (2008) states that speaking is a skill possessed by 

humans in producing language. This means speaking is the skill of 

someone to produce sound and the sound has all the meanings and can be 
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understood by the other person. Another definition from Ulviana (2011) 

defines speaking is an expression of humans in producing sounds with 

clear articulation to express ideas, opinions, even feelings. Nowadays, 

speaking becomes important for the student, because all of science and 

technology requires someone to speak fluently. There is one important 

thing that can’t be separated in the field of speaking, that is pronunciation. 

Everyone should have good pronunciation. Good pronunciation will make 

speaking more clear and interesting. Although pronunciation has some 

differences in symbols and sounds, it still makes pronunciation becomes 

an important part of English speaking. Teachers always teach their 

students with tenses that are so complicated. The pronunciation seems 

forgotten by the teachers to be taught to their students. Even though the 

key to speaking is to master the pronunciation.  

Pronunciation is very important to be taught to students because 

according to Harmer (2000) explains that to have awareness in 

pronunciation is very useful not only for those who recite but also practice 

understanding spoken English. While according to Yates (2002) defines 

pronunciation is the production of sounds from humans that are 

deliberately spoken to make meaning. In Indonesia, learning English starts 

in elementary school. But it just tries to introduce English so far. Teachers 

in junior high schools have a focus to teach their students in tenses. They 

are always ignoring the pronunciation of their students. It will be difficult 

to teach students to pronounce a word correctly. For example, when they 

are asked to pronounce the word “how” it should be \  hau   \ but they still 

pronounce \how\. It is reasonable because they were never taught 

pronunciation well and English is not their mother tongue. But, driven 

by a  greater curiosity for a teenager learning is fun. In learning 

languages, three important components that must be considered namely 

phonology, vocabulary, and grammar. In this case, pronunciation plays 

an important role when learning a language. As well as pronunciation, 

among phonology, vocabulary, and grammar, phonology takes an 
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important role too. So between pronunciation and phonology are 

relatable. 

 The English segmental system includes two things, vowel, and 

consonant. Jones (1975) states that vocal sounds are sounds formed in the 

pharynx and mouth by releasing air in a continuous stream. The difference 

lies in the function and also their ways of production. English vowels can 

be divided into two types, namely long vowels and short vowels. 

According to McCully (2009) states that A long vowel is a vowel that 

associated with two syllables while a short vowel is a simple vowel that 

appears in one syllable. Long vowels include of / i: /, / ∂: /, / a: /, / u: /, / o: 

/, while short vowels include of /i/, /e/, /æ/, /ә/, /ʌ/, /u/, /o/. Besides that, 

there is a diphthong. The diphthong is a sound that can be said to be like 

moving from one vocal position to another vocal position or a kind of 

combination of two vocal positions. There are 9 types of diphthong, 

namely /ei/, / ai /, / oi /, / au /, / o∂ /, / i∂ /, / au /, / u∂ /, / e∂/. Vowels are 

the basic things that a student must learn in learning pronunciation. 

Although it is not easy for someone who makes English as a second 

language to learn it, but the curiosity of a teenager exceeds all that. 

 Depkes RI in Amin (2017) states that there are several categories 

of human age, including: 

1. Toddler  : 0-5 years  

2. Childhood  : 5-11 years 

3. Early teens  : 12-16 years 

4. Lately teens  : 17-25 years 

5. Early adulthood : 26-35 years 

6. Lately adulthood : 36-45 years 

7. Early elderly  : 46-55 years 

8. Lately elderly  : 56-65 years 

9. Old   :> 65 years 

Based on the explanation above, the majority of eighth semester students 

who are 21 years old can be categorized as late teens where they have a 
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high level of curiosity. In lines with Salirawati (2012) defines statement 

that students' curiosity about the material taught by the teacher or learned 

by themselves can cause far more knowledge than students who just 

quietly waiting for an explanation from the teacher. It makes them want to 

master in all aspects. Although they have bad pronunciation, they will still 

try to master it.  

Although as a person who makes English as a foreign language 

does not necessarily make us stop learning it. Considering English as a 

global language which means English itself is a language commonly used 

as a conversation in the international world. Lauder in Crystal (2008) 

states that there are approximately 329 million L1 speakers, 430 million 

L2 speakers, and 750 million English speakers as foreign languages. From 

this statement, it can be concluded that there is no reason for anyone not to 

learn English. From these data, it is mentioned that 750 Million speakers 

of English as foreign languages are more numerous than L1 and L2.As an 

Indonesian who has a Javanese accent, of course, it is very difficult to 

pronounce words in English clearly and smoothly. But this case is not an 

overstated thing. Ramelan (1999) states that someone who does not make 

English as a mother tongue certainly has limitations in saying it. This is 

based on the part of the human voice production tool that is not familiar 

with the presence of foreign languages or languages that have never been 

spoken. 

Indonesia is a country that has tribes and various languages. In 

each region, different languages were found, such as Javanese, Sundanese, 

and Minang. Indonesian students who have Javanese ethnicities are often 

found mistakes in saying words in English. For example the word 

"through" should be pronounced / θru / instead pronounced "trogh". 

Another example is the word "climber" should the word "r" here should be 

pronounced vaguely but instead pronounced clearly.  
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Through the discussion above, researcher was interested in 

researching with the title “Difficulties and strategies in pronouncing 

English vowels: an investigation of EFL students with diverse ethnicities”. 

B. Limitation of the Study 

This study has a focuses on Investigating the difficulties faced by 

EFL students with diverse ethnicities in pronouncing English vowels by 

the eighth-semester students of the Department of English Education, 

Universitas Muhammadiyah Surakarta. Researcher was interested in this 

case because many students have a low ability to pronounce English 

vowels. Researcher also want to know the strategies are used to overcome 

these problems. The subject of this research were EFL students with 

diverse ethnicities and object of this research were the difficulties and 

strategies in pronouncing English vowels by the students with diverse. 

C. Problem statements 

From the background of study above, the researcher formulates 

some problems to fulfill this paper “Difficulties and strategies in 

pronouncing English vowels: an investigation of EFL students with 

diverse ethnicities” : 

1. What are the difficulties faced by the students with diverse 

ethnicities in pronouncing English vowels at The Department 

of English Education, Faculty of Teacher Training and 

Education, Universitas Muhammadiyah Surakarta? 

2. What strategies are used by the students to overcome the 

difficulties in pronouncing English vowels at The Department 

of English Education, Faculty of Teacher Training and 

Education,  Universitas Muhammadiyah Surakarta? 
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D. Objectives of the study 

After deciding the question, the researcher also states the objective 

of the study as mentioned below : 

1. To identify the difficulties faced by students with diverse 

ethnicities in pronouncing English vowels at The Department 

of English Education, Universitas Muhammadiyah Surakarta. 

2. To know what strategies are used by the students to overcome 

the difficulties in pronouncing English vowels at the 

Department of English education, Universitas Muhammadiyah 

Surakarta. 

E. Significance of the study 

Researcher hope that research conducted by researcher can provide 

benefits to others. This paper is expected to be able to provide benefits to: 

1. Theoretical benefit 

The result of this study is very useful to identify the problems 

faced by the student in pronouncing English vowels. 

2. Practical benefit 

There are some practical benefits : 

a. For the researcher, may this research can be used of a 

reference option. 

b. For the teacher, it may used to improve teaching-learning 

skills. 

c. For the student, may the result of this research can be used 

by students to learning about pronunciation itself. 

d. For the reader, it will get some information about learning 

English. 
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F. Research Paper Organization 

The research paper organization of “Difficulties and strategies in 

pronouncing English vowels: an investigation of Indonesian EFL students  

with diverse ethnicities”. This research paper is divided into five chapters, 

as follows : 

Chapter I discusses the introduction which includes the background 

of the study, limitation of the study, problem statements, objectives of the 

study, and the significance of the study. 

Chapter II is related literature. In this chapter, the contents are the 

previous study and underlying theory used. 

Chapter III discuss about research method. This chapter contains 

the type of the research, subject of the research, data and data source, 

technique of collecting data, technique of analyzing data. 

Chapter IV there are findings and discussion. The contents include 

findings and discussion. 

Chapter V is a conclusion, implication, and suggestion. 

Researchers will conclude the results obtained. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


