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CHAPTER I 

 

            INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Study 

Sociolinguistics is a study of language that used in social aspect. 

Sociolinguistics is a productive study around four decades of sociolinguistics 

study and has a role in determining language variants.( Chambers, 2002:15) 

Sociolinguistics is an interdisciplinary field of science that studies language 

in relation to the use of language in society. Sociolinguistics provide 

guidance to people in communicating by showing the language, kind or style 

of language that used to talking with certain people. Holmes (1992:16) 

explains the purpose of Sociolinguist’s is to move appropriate with the 

theories that contain an explanation of the language use in the community and 

the choice of languages used to communicate.  

 Address terms is a phrase or word, which used to address someone by 

spoken and written (Yule, 2010:273). Represent the intimacy of relationships 

related with a group, addresser choice of address terms is to creating 

harmony. The basic rules of addressing terms are marital status, age, social 

class, sex, politeness, profession and other aspect. For example, if there is 

children in a family, of course the use a variety or style of language is 

different in each other. Such as talking with father/mother are different when 

talking with brother/sister. Address terms often appear and known at every 

utterance in various situations, such as address, call or mention. For example, 

your honor, professor, or buddy, and others. In daily life, address terms is 

often use in communication both consciously and unconsciously. Even in 

written language, address terms always appear and become part of speech. 

Therefore, many people do not realize that the presence of an address terms 

has an important role in terms of politeness in speaking. 

One of the aim in addressing is to keep the relationship between 

addresser and addressee in society, participants should use greeting to start a 



2 
 

conversation. Greeting is a basic rule in addressing terms. Greeting should 

shows an interesting of participant. People are usually addressing someone to 

start the conversation. Generally, people use Mr., Mrs., Miss, etc. in formal 

situation. Besides, in friendly situation someone usually calls a friend with his 

or her nickname such as Anna for Annabelle or Jack for Jackson. Become 

polite is a complex business in any language. (Yule, 2010:135). People need 

to understand cultural values, social, and language in society. Do not think 

that politeness just a matter just saying thank you and please to someone. Is 

not a simple. People are need to choose addressing terms to call someone in a 

politeness. Addressing someone in order to speak politely can show the level 

of politeness. In daily conversation, the level of politeness can be detected by 

the use of address terms. 

There are some types of addressing terms. According to Wardhaugh 

(2015) address terms consist of; First, addressing terms using first name. The 

use of first name indicates close relationship between addresser and 

addressee. Second, addressing terms using kinship terms. The use of kinship 

terms is to indicate the close relationship between addresser and addressee. 

Third, addressing terms using last name. The use of last name is to indicate 

politeness between addresser and addressee. Fourth, addressing terms using 

title only. The use of title only indicates that there is a distance between 

addresser and addressee. Fifth, addressing terms using title plus last name. 

The use of title plus last name indicates politeness and power difference 

between addresser and addressee. Last, addressing terms using pet name. The 

use of pet name to address someone is indicate that addresser and addressee 

have an intimate relationship.  

 In this research, the researcher observes address terms that used in 

aristocratic movie. The researcher chooses Aristocratic movie is because the 

use of Aristocratic movie as a subject of research paper is rare. The researcher 

uses of Braveheart (1995), The Man Behind the Iron Mask (1998) and The 

Last Samurai (2004) movie is because they have an action drama genre that 
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makes the researcher curious about patterns of address terms that used by the 

character.  The example of address terms that used in movie: 

Example 1 

19/BH/61/6-13 

William: Marion.. is that you? 

William: Am I dreaming?  

Marion: yes you are. and you must wake 

William: I don’t want to wake. I want to stay with you 

Marion: And I with you. but you must wake 

William: I need you so much! I love you! 

Marion: Wake up William. wake up! 

The example above is show that both addresser and addressee uses first 

name to address each other’s. The address terms that used is “Marion” and 

“William” which is indicate mutual tu.  

Example 2 

02/BH/6/7-10 

Malcolm: William, you’re staying here.  

William: I can fight. 

Malcolm: Aye. But It’s our wits that make us men. I love ya, boy. You 

stay. 

The example above is show that addresser uses first name to address the 

addressee. The address terms that used is “William” which is indicate giving 

tu.  

 There are some previous study which is related to this study are Afzali 

(2016) who has observed the used of different address terms that spouses try 

to address someone in different social strata in Iran and to discuss the 

Sociolinguistic implications. Etaywe (2019) who has studied the husband-

wife addressing forms and functions in countryside Jordanian society. Kuang 

(2014) who has studied a Typology of address term that used to collect some 

evidence of Malaysian context from government agencies. Keshavarz (2013) 

who has investigated the impact of social context, distance, and intimacy of 

the use address form in Persian. Ependi (2012) who has observed A Study on 

the Address System Used in Thriller Movie and Its Subtitle.  

Based on the example, the researcher wants to classify the patterns of 

address terms that used in this movie. This study has position in completing 
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the gap in previous study because this research uses aristocratic movie. The 

research uses theory of  Wardhaugh (2015).  

B. Problem Statement 

 The researcher will focus on the problem of phenomena above. 

1. What are the patterns of the uses of the address terms in Aristocratic 

movie? 

2. What are the functions of the use address terms in Aristocratic movie? 

C. Objective of the Study 

 The researcher will solve the problem based on the formulation above. 

1. To clarify the patterns of the uses of address terms in Aristocratic 

movie. 

2. To explain the functions of address terms in Aristocratic movie. 

D. Benefits of the Study  

The benefit of this study can be divided into theoretical and practical 

benefits. The benefits of this study that researcher can provide, as follows: 

1. Theoretical benefits 

a. The result of this research can complete the gap in sociolinguistics 

education, especially in address terms.  

2. Practical benefits 

a. Sociolinguistic lecturer 

The researcher hopes that this research can give impact of the 

lecturer to classify the use of address terms. 

b. Future researcher 

This research is very useful for the future researcher as a literature 

review. It can inspire the future researcher who wants to research in 

the same topic.  

 


