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THE USE OF SONG IN TEACHING ENGLISH TO THE FOURTH GRADE 

STUDENTS OF MI TAMANSARI JAKEN PATI IN 2019/2020  ACADEMIC 

YEAR 

 

Abstrak 
Penelitian ini bertujuan (1) untuk medeskripsikan prosedur pembelajaran Bahasa 

Inggris melalui media lagu pada siswa kelas empat di MI Tamansari Jaken Pati, (2) 

untuk mendeskripsikan masalah yang guru hadapi dalam menggunakan teknik 

pembelajaran melalui media lagu pada kelas empat di MI Tamansari Jaken Pati. 

Jenis penelitian ini adalah deskriptif kualitatif. Metode pengumpulan data yang 

digunakan adalah observasi dan wawancara. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa 

terdapat beberapa prosedur pembelajaran yang guru gunakan dalam pembelajaran 

Bahasa Inggris menggunakan lagu sebagai media pada siswa kelas empat di MI 

Tamansari Jaken Pati seperti menggunakan cerita disela-sela pembelajaran, 

menggunakan bahasa tubuh, mengisi lirik lagu yang kosong, dan memberikan 

hadiah. Penggunaan cerita disela-sela pembelajaran bertujuan untuk membuat 

siswa lebih fokus pada pembelajaran. Bahasa tubuh digunakan untuk menjelaskan 

arti yang guru maksud dalam pembelajaran. Mengisi lirik lagu yang kosong adalah 

untuk meningkatkan daya ingat siswa dalam pengafalan kosakata. Bahan 

pembelajaran yang guru gunakan adalah buku pembelajaran dan laptop. 

  

Kata kunci: prosedur pembelajaran bahasa Inggris menggunakan lagu, masalah 

guru saat mengajar bahasa Inggris, penggunaan lagu dalam pengajaran bahasa 

inggris 
 

Abstract 

The research aims to (1) describe the English teaching procedure using song to the 

fourth grade students of MI Tamansari Jaken Pati, (2) identify the problems faced by 

the teacher in teaching English using song to the fourth grade students of MI 

Tamansari Jaken Pati. The research type is descriptive qualitative research. To 

collect the data the researcher used observation and interview. The result shows that 

the teacher took the procedure using song at to the fourth grade of MI Tamansari 

Jaken Pati, namely preparing, core activity and follow-up phases where in core 

activity phases the teacher provided storylines, used body language, filled in the 

blank lyrics, and gave reward. Provide storylines in teaching learning to purpose the 

students more focus on learning. The use of body language was used to describe the 

meaning of song in teaching learning. Filling in the blank lyrics was to increase 

memorizing vocabulary ability. The researcher found that there were several 

problems faced by the teacher find in using song to the fourth grade students of MI 

Tamansari Jaken Pati, namely lack of English knowledge, media learning used, and 

seating arrangement.  

 

Keywords: teaching English, song, problem in teaching English 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Elementary school students were categorized as young learners. In this stage, the 

things can do at their own level by age five to seven-year-olds; they can plan their 

activities, they talk about what they have done, and they can use various intonation 

patterns in their mother tongue. There are things they can do at their own level by 

age eight to ten-year-olds; they ask questions all the time, they are able to decide 

what they like and dislike, and they can work and learn from others. In Indonesian 

English language has been taught since kindergarten. In kindergarten, the children 

learn about English vocabulary that is easy to remember and pronounce. English 

language had to be adjusted with children’s language development and 

characteristics such as teaching vocabulary, in which children can find things in their 

everyday lives. Learning foreign languages, children will be more enthusiastic than 

adults because of their perception and different characteristics. In addition, they will 

be easily pleased with the teacher but will also easily lose interest in following the 

material (Cameron, 2001).  

Teaching English to YLs can use a variety of media that the teacher needed, 

like song. Music is an art form and cultural activity whose medium is sound 

organized in time. General definition of music include common elements such as 

pitch (which governs melody and harmony), rhythm (and its associated concepts 

tempo, meter, and articulation), dynamics (loudness and softness), and the sonic 

qualities of timbre and texture (which are sometimes termed the "color" of a musical 

sound). Different styles or types of music may emphasize, de-emphasize, or omit 

some of these elements.  

Music is performed with a vast range of instruments and vocal techniques 

ranging from singing to rapping; there are solely instrumental pieces, solely vocal 

pieces (such as songs without instrumental accompaniment) and pieces that combine 

singing and instruments. In language acquisition benefits have linked music. Trinick 

(2011) describes the use of songs in classrooms in New Zealand, stating how to help 

children interpret the language found in the recurring patterns in songs and 

syntactical practices and lessons learned in the context of semantics. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Culture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Definitions_of_music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pitch_(music)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melody
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harmony
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhythm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tempo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meter_(music)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Articulation_(music)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dynamics_(music)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timbre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Texture_(music)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music_genre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musical_instrument
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rapping
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Instrumental_music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_capella
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_capella
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Accompaniment
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There are some previous studies related to teaching English using songs as 

media learning. Sevik (2011) found the obstacles where it was difficult to access 

songs that suit the teaching needs and measure the level of student success in 

mastering songs. He explained that it was important to give guidance to teachers in 

using songs as their learning material. Dewi (2013) concluded that the use of the 

technique of memorizing English songs is a technique that provides benefits for 

students to memorize vocabulary easily. Sherman (2013) conducted data collection 

using a quantitative method. The results of data processing using descriptive analysis 

statistic methods result from data collection in the form of pre-test, post-test, and 

questionnaire results show that using. The result shows that the use of this teaching 

technique takes too long and is less effective despite a significant increase in 

vocabulary mastery in students. Liyaningsih (2017) mentioned there are five 

problems, namely motivate the students to learn vocabulary, classroom management, 

class environment, the students feel hard to learned vocabulary, less of the media 

facilities. Setia (2012) the results of the data will be analyzed using software (SPSS) 

to determine the best statistical techniques that will be used to test the hypothesis and 

to interpret the results. 

In essence, this research has similarities to the previous research which uses a 

song as media the main teaching material. This research, the researcher makes a 

difference with previous studies, in this research focuses on the process of teaching 

English to the students at MI Tamansari Jaken Pati. The difference between this 

research and the previous ones is the retrieval of data obtained and aspects of the 

research conducted. This study focuses on using a song in teaching English to the 

fourth grades students of MI Tamansari Jaken Pati. Based on the background of the 

study, the research was conducted to (1) o describe the procedure teaching English 

using song, (2) to identify the problems faced by the teachers in implementing song 

in teaching English to young learners in MI Tamansari Jaken Pati. 

 

2. METHOD 

The type of this research is descriptive qualitative research. According to Shank 

(2002: 03), the definition of qualitative research is a systematic empirical form of 
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meaning. Empirically this study was conducted based on the results of a real 

experience. The researcher used a descriptive qualitative method because the data 

taken doesn’t use numbers or percentages. The writer only observed and explained 

the results using analysis words.  

Using descriptive qualitative research, the researcher described the procedure of 

teaching English using song and the problem faced by the teacher in using the 

technique. The participants were students of MI Tamansari Jaken Pati, especially the 

fourth grade. The total number of students is 16; which consists of 5 female students 

and 11 male students and only one English teacher. The object of this research is the 

process of teaching English using songs in MI Tamansari Jaken Pati in 2019/2020 

Academic Year. The data sources are event, informant, and document analysis. The 

techniques for collecting are data observation, interview, and documentation. The 

techniques for analyzing data are data reduction, data display and conclusion draws. 

The validity of data used triangulation. 

 

3. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

The researcher presents research finding and discussion covering, 1) the procedure of 

teaching English using song to the fourth grade of MI Tamansari Jaken Pati, 2) the 

problem faced by the teacher find in using technique to the fourth grade students of 

MI Tamansari Jaken Pati. 

3.1. The Procedure of Teaching English Using Song to the Fourth Grade 

Students of MI Tamansari Jaken Pati 

The researcher observed and interviewed the English teacher. There were many steps 

in teaching learning, but the teacher used three parts in the teaching English using 

song, namely preparing, core activity and follow-up activities. The activities are the 

same as opening, the main activity, and closing sequentially.  

In the process teaching English using song, the teacher opened his class by 

greeting his students. He said “Assalamu’alaykum warrohmatullahi wabarokatuh.” 

Then, he asked the students condition and checked the attendance list. After that, he 

explained the material and gave the instruction to the students about the material. He 

closed the lesson by asking the students about the material and saying hamdallah 
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together. Following is the description of how the teacher applied the strategy in the 

teaching learning process. 

According to the Cameron (2003: 32) states that three stages of classroom task 

for young learners, as follows:  

a) Preparation Stage 

Based on the observation, to get the data the researcher was entering fourth 

grade of MI Tamansari on 6th April 2020.  

The Teacher  : Good morning, class.  

Students   : Good morning, Sir.  

The Teacher  : Sebelum kita memulai pembelajaran hari ini dengan 

      basmalah terlebih dahulu  

(Before we start our class today, let’s start our meeting by saying basmallah 

together) 

The Teacher &Students : Bismillahirrohmannirohhim 

The Teacher  : Siapa yang absen hari ini?  

  (Who is absent today?) 

Students   : Tidak ada, Pak.  

  (No one, Sir.) 

The Teacher : Disini siapa yang masih ingat pembelajaran kita      

minggu lalu?  

  (Who is remembered our material in last meeting?) 

Students   : Saya, Pak. Saya! 

  (Me, Sir. Me!) 

The Teacher : Banyak yang ingat ya, coba satu orang jelaskan 

materi apa yang kita pelajari kemarin. 

(Okay, you’re remembered the last material. So, please 

one student stand up and explain the last material 

bravely). 

After the students answered the previous material and made sure students 

understand about the previous material, he continued the lesson learning by 

immediately spoke English even though the students did not understand what he was 
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saying, he also used body language to make the students understand. Mr.SR 

explained the English material to be carried out. 

Based on the observation, using body language for teaching English the teacher 

asked the meaning of any object held or designated teacher. And students will 

answer the English language of these objects. For example: 

The Teacher : What is this?  

The Students : A pen! 

“We use hand gestures to hone students' memory the meaning of the English 

language to an object or a matter related to the English language. For example, we 

pointed the blackboard then we told the students to pronounce English of the 

blackboard.” 

(Interview with Mr. SR on March, 9th 2020) 

Based on the interview, the use of body language in learning English is aimed 

at a student who has speech impairment. In addition, it is used to the children who 

don’t know the meaning. The teacher used an object around him to give students 

questions. It aims to hone the knowledge of students within the meaning of the 

English language.  

b) Core Activity Stage 

The Teacher : Materi hari ini adalah Song. Ada yang tau arti Song itu apa?  

(Today material is Song. Do you know the meaning of   

Song?) 

Students  : Lagu! 

The Teacher : Nah, kali ini Bapak akan memberikan kalian sebuah lagu    - 

menggunakan laptop) 

(I’ll give you a fun song and then you should listening it 

carefully) 

Students  : Baik, Pak.  

  (Yes, Sir.) 

After the song finish to play and explain the meaning in every word that difficult 

also asked the students about the song meaning. 
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The Teacher : Tugas kalian adalah menulis lirik lagu tadi ke dalam buku 

latin, bawa semua kan? 

(Write down the lyrics on your Latin book. Do you bring the 

book?) 

Students : Bawa, Pak. 

(Yes, Sir) 

The Teacher : Salin lirik kedalam buku latin kalian dan setelah itu kalian  

harus maju satu persatu menyanyikan  lagu didepan kelas. 

(Copy the lyric on your Latin book then presented the song in 

front of class) 

Students : Baik, Pak. 

  (Yes, Sir) 

The Teacher : Nanti yang paling pertama nyanyi dengan berani Bapak 

akan memberikan sebuah hadiah 

(Mr. SR will give a reward who the first one bravely sings in 

front of class) 

Students : Asik  

(Yes, Sir) 

The students rewrite the lyrics on their Latin book and then there are students that 

make noises.  

The Teacher : Yang belakang kalau tidak diam hari ini tidak ada cerita! 

(Hey, don’t make some noises or no stories today!) 

Based on the observation the teacher told them some real stories that the 

teacher used to motivate the students. At this stage, the stories told in Bahasa 

Indonesia that the teacher was to send moral message.  

“All teachers have different ways and characters in teaching, most 

importantly how we can make students not stubborn. If I do it, it keeps students 

conducive by telling stories. We also have a special meeting of all English teachers 

in the district education office once a month to discuss lesson plans and there are 

also tips for how to deal with stubborn and crowded students. To coordinate classes 

usually, I will give a story that I experienced real. But children prefer stories that 
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smell horror because our school is engaged in religion. Usually I tell a story using 

Bahasa Indonesia in the beginning class, middle class, or at the end of class. 

Although only a story I sometimes slipped learning English in any of my stories. So, 

children will keep studying when I pause to explain in front of the classroom so that 

children are more focused and not get bored again.” The teacher explains how to 

add stories in his leaning process. 

(Interview with Mr. SR on March, 9th 2020) 

Based on the interview, it was found that the teacher was not graduated from 

English Department but he was obliged to teach English when it was very difficult 

for the school to recruit an English teacher. The school principles gave the teacher 

intstruction how to teach English and ask the teacher to learn it. The authors draw 

conclusions giving a story in the mid-learning is a fairly efficient step in the method 

learning. 

“Mr. SR is a very kind person and his class is very funny. Learning English is 

not as difficult as I think. Sometimes he played a role-play using English 

conversation after that he translates them into Bahasa Indonesia. Actually we can 

guess what he wants to tell us.” Said one of the students. “Sometimes I felt that the 

stories are too much and cut off the learning process. And the time is wasted just for 

a story so the time to do the assignment is short. Although Mr. SR has never given 

additional duties for those who write a slow tempo it's quite to be in vain.” Said the 

other students. 

(Interview with Mr. SR on March, 9th 2020) 

c) Follow-up Stage 

Before the teacher closed the class, the teacher asked the students about the lyrics 

with blank lyrics then gave reward to the students who answered correctly and gave 

them motivation to learn English he also asked the students to do the best effort in 

their assignment. Based on the observation in the teaching-learning process, the 

English teacher always gave reward to the students. In special moments, he brought 

snack. If the student answered correctly the question he gave snack. For example, at 

the beginning of learning the teacher asked about the meaning of an object or the 

teacher gave questions about the learning they have discussed before. The next 
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example is that the end of learning the teacher ask the students to conclude the 

learning, students who can answer got a gift in the form of added value. For students 

who do not answer, the teacher would give a point. In this way, students will be more 

enthusiastic about learning English. 

Based on the findings above, the procedure that the teachers used in teaching 

English using a song is completed. The teacher started the class by greeted after that 

the teacher explained the material. finding is not relevant to Scott and Ytreberg 

(1981: 22) theory, which is stated that the procedure of teaching song is listening and 

doing activities including instructions, moving about, put your hand, mime stories, 

and drawing. 

The procedures that the teacher used have some purposes. 1) Storylines is to 

motivate the students. 2) Body language and Blank lyrics is to increase students’ 

mastery vocabulary and speaking ability. The finding is not relevant to Scott and 

Ytreberg (1981) theory. 

3.2. Problem Faced by the Teacher in Using Song to the Fourth Grade Students 

of MI Tamansari Jaken Pati 

The researcher focused to answer the problem statement number 2. Based on the 

interview, the researcher found that there are problem faced by the teacher, as 

follows: 1) lack of English knowledge, 2) media learning that used, 3) arranging the 

desk. The descriptions will the research explain as follows: 

a. Lack of English Knowledge 

Based on the interview, the teacher explained that he was not graduated from English 

Department. Although he was not a graduate from English Education, he should be 

more concerned with the use of the English language than Bahasa Indonesia. Ideally 

the used of song is the teacher must give the English learning to the students in daily 

English lesson such as spoken in English when the students going to the bathroom, 

ask, and answer questions.  

The Researcher : What is the difficulty in teaching English? 

The Teacher : I think the first difficulty is that actually I am not 

an English graduate, and I was asked to teach 
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English with the correct vocabulary and 

pronunciation. If I teach always tell the children 

that pronunciation in elementary school might be 

different from pronunciation in middle school 

then so at least I have taught basic pronunciation 

to children. Though, I am still learning. 

 

 (Interview with Mr. SR on June, 5th 2020) 

Based on the explanation above, the researcher also found that the teacher native 

language in the process of teaching learning. The teacher talked about his experience 

to make the students more focused.  

“All teachers have different ways and characters in teaching, most 

importantly how we can make students not stubborn. If I do it, it keeps students 

conducive by telling stories. We also have a special meeting of all English teachers 

in the district education office once a month to discuss lesson plans and there are 

also tips for how to deal with stubborn and crowded students. To coordinate classes 

usually, I will give a story that I experienced real. But children prefer stories that 

smell horror because our school is engaged in religion. Usually I tell a story using 

Bahasa Indonesia in the beginning class, middle class, or at the end of class. 

Although only a story I sometimes slipped learning English in any of my stories. So, 

children will keep studying when I pause to explain in front of the classroom so that 

children are more focused and not get bored again.” The teacher explains how to 

add stories in his leaning process. 

(Interview with Mr. SR on June, 5th 2020) 

Based on the interview, although the teacher was not an English Department 

graduated but he was forced by circumstances to teach English in the past when it 

was very difficult for the school to find out an English teacher. The school principal 

asked the teacher to learn about how to teach English.  

“Mr. SR is a very kind person and his class is very funny. Learning English is 

not as difficult as I think. Sometimes he played a role-play using English 
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conversation after that he translates them into Bahasa Indonesia. Actually we can 

guess what he wants to tell us.” Said one of the students. “Sometimes I felt that the 

stories are too much and cut off the learning process. And the time is wasted just for 

a story so the time to do the assignment is short. Although Mr. SR has never given 

additional duties for those who write a slow tempo it's quite to be in vain.” Said the 

other students. 

(Interview with the Students on June, 7th 2020) 

b. Learning Media Used  

Based on the interview, in the teaching-learning processes the teacher only used a 

laptop. Teachers explained to the students about the material they learned that day. 

Then, the teacher asked the students to guess what the title of the songs. After that, 

the teacher began to play a song in which accompanied by deciphering every 

meaning of song.   

The Researcher : What is the media learning that used in teaching 

English using song? 

The Teacher : The students honestly love songs. But the only singing 

the song without know the meaning, for the media we 

used a laptop to bolster up students in learning English 

using song. 

(Interview with Mr. SR on June, 5th 2020) 

The use of laptops as a media is one of the adequate ways in teaching a foreign 

language. However, using only laptops as media have been less effective. Because 

the teacher should provide a variety of media to support the students’ ability to learn 

English.  

The Researcher : Did teaching English using song with laptop as media 

learning is effective to improve your English skills? 

The Teacher : It’s not quite effective to improve our English skills. 

We can’t hear the lyrics and the song clearly and also 

the situation of class sometimes noisy so we can’t 
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focus anymore. 

 

 (Interview with Mr. SR on June, 5th 2020) 

 

c. Seat Arrangement   

Setting the desks is important to increase learning quality. The author found that the 

students did not understand English well because smart students would always 

understand the lesson well while students with limited abilities were less able to 

understand English well. 

The Researcher : How do you think about settings your desk in 

English class? 

Students : English class very satisfied with this system and my 

English knowledge more increase. 

 

(Interview with the students on June, 7th 2020) 

The writer also interviewed the students who sat in the back row. 

The Researcher : How do you think about settings your desk in 

English class? 

Students : I don't understand what the teacher is explains in 

front of the class. We also don't hear clearly the 

song in every English class was played. And I think 

that my English skill doesn't improve at all. 

 

 (Interview with the students on June, 7th 2020) 

Based on the finding above, the problem faced by the teacher find in using 

the procedure is lack of English knowledge, media learning used, and seating 

arrangement. The finding is not in line with previous study conducted by Liyaningsih 

(2017) entitled Teachers’ Strategies in Teaching English Vocabulary to Young 

Learners (A Descriptive Study on Teaching Vocabulary at the Third Grade Students 



13 
 

of MI Kedungharjo in Academic Year 2015/2016). Liyaningsih mentioned there are 

five problems, namely motivate the students to learn vocabulary, classroom 

management, class environment, the students feel hard to learned vocabulary, less of 

the media facilities. The researcher found that the problem faced by the teacher in 

this research is lack of English knowledge, media learning that used, and seating 

arrangement.  

According to Scott and Ytreberg theory (1981: 105) there are seventh types 

of the teacher if things go wrong in the classroom, namely an external disturbance, 

an internal disturbance, the class is out of the control, activity is taking too long, you 

have extra time, activity is taking too long, you have extra time, activity doesn’t 

work, and activity is too long. Based on the theory and interview, the problems that 

the teacher faced are lack of English knowledge, media learning used, and seating 

arrangement. The researcher compares the findings and the theory is not relevant. So, 

the researcher concludes that the problem faced by the teacher in teaching English 

using song is not shame with Scott and Ytreberg's theory (1981) theory. 

 

4. CONCLUSION 

Based on the research findings and discussion, the researcher found that the teacher 

took three procedures in implementing song, namely preparing, core activity and 

follow-up activities. The teacher greeted the class and asked the students attendance. 

Then, he asked the students about the previous material. The main activity in 

teaching English using song is using blank lyrics and body language to increase 

students’ mastery vocabulary and speaking ability. Then, the students did their 

assignments by rewriting the lyrics in the Latin book. So, the teacher provided a 

signature as proof that the students had completed their assignments.  

The problems faced by the teacher in teaching and learning, are lack of 

English speaking, media learning used, and seating arrangement. Lack of speaking 

English is the main problem faced by the teacher in teaching and learning where this 

problem determined the ability of students to speak English. Similarly, media 

learning used is a lack of creativity of the teacher in the development of applied 

media so that the students tend to be more bored in teaching. The seating 
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arrangement is important because it can provide benefits for pupils and students will 

be more comfortable during the learning process. 
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