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AN ANALYSIS OF TEACHER’S STRATEGIES OF TEACHING PARAGRAPH 

WRITING AT SMK MUHAMMADIYAH 3 SURAKARTA IN THE ACADEMIC YEAR 

OF 2019/2020 

Abstrak 

Tujuan penelitian ini adalah: (1) Untuk menemukan strategi guru dalam pengajaran menulis 

paragraf di SMK Muhammadiyah 03 Surakarta; (2) Untuk menemukan masalah yang dihadapi 

oleh guru dalam pengajaran menulis paragraf di SMK Muhammadiyah 03 Surakarta; (3) untuk 

mendeskripsikan solusi dari masalah yang dihadapi oleh guru dalam pengajaran menulis paragraf 

di SMK Muhammadiyah 03 Surakarta. Tipe dari penelitian ini adalah deskriptif kulitatif. Data 

berupa transkrip wawancara. Sumber data adalah, guru Bahasa Inggris dan siswa. Data 

dikumpulkan melalui wawancara kepada guru Bahasa Inggris dan siswa. Hasil penelitian ini 

menunjukan bahwa guru menggunakan tiga strategi (1) menggunakan media yang menarik, (2) 

pendekatan interaksi, (3) pendekatan proses. Masalah yang dihadapi oleh guru saat mengajar 

menulis paragraf yaitu (1) kemampuan kosa kata, dan (2) ketertarikan siswa dalam menulis 

paragraf. Solusi guru untuk mengatasi masalah-masalah tersebut yaitu (1) menghafal kosakata 

baru, (2) memberikan contoh yang berkaitan.  

Kata kunci: menulis, strategi, paragraf 

Abstract 

The objective of this research are: (1) to find out teacher’s strategies in teaching paragraph 

writing at SMK Muhammadiyah 03 Surakarta; (2) to find out problems that faced by the teacher 

in teaching paragraph writing at SMK Muhammadiyah 03 Surakarta; (3) to describe teacher’s 

solution of those problems faced by the teacher in teaching writing paragraph at SMK 

Muhammadiyah 03 Surakarta. The type of research is qualitative descriptive. The data was field 

interview transcripts. The data sources were English teacher, and student. The data was collected 

through interview to the English teacher and student. The results of this research show that the 

teacher used three strategies (1) using interesting media, (2) interaction approach, (3) process 

approach. Problems that faced by the teacher in teaching paragraph writing are (1) students’ 

vocabulary skills, (2) students’ interest in paragraph writing. Teacher’s solution to solve the 

problems are (1) memorizing new vocabulary, (2) giving relevant examples 

Key words: writing, strategy, paragraph 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Out of four English skills, writing is the most difficult skill to learn. Students should 

understand how to arrange the words, phrases, and sentences to make a good paragraph. The 

students usually do some mistakes in writing, because they do not understand vocabulary and do 

not understand how to write well, so students should give attention to vocabulary and grammar. 

In writing the students also have to focus on the point, should know how to arrange the 

framework of writing, also explain sentence and connect it became a coherent English writing.  



 

2 
 

Writing is the ability to express our opinion, idea, feeling  through written language. While 

writing is the most difficult things for student, but sometimes in writing activities usually the 

teachers have some strategies to improve their student skills. For example the teacher always ask 

the students to write everything that the teacher was explained. 

Based on this case, teachers had some strategies to make the students interest in writing.  

Silver, Strong, and Perini (2000) said that teachers should know about student’s own learning 

profiles to develop their capabilities. It means that teachers should know about the learning 

profiles from every students, so the teachers can decide which strategy fit the students learning 

profiles. Writing activities sometimes make students feel bored, because they do not know the 

vocabulary and do not understand grammar. Muthi Ismaul (2019) state that a way to make 

students interested in learning something is how the teacher makes the learning process 

interesting. It means the teacher must have many strategies to increase student interest in writing 

activities. Based on this situation, the teacher needs to attract the attention of students with fun 

and easy activities that do not bore students with writing activities. So the students will be more 

enthusiasm to learn it, because they have motivation that make them more enthusiasm in writing 

activities.  

According to Pratiwi (2019) the notion of strategy is a concept of general activities 

between teacher and student in teaching learning process to achieve the goals. The use of 

strategies makes it easier for students to learn how to write and understand the process of 

writing. The teacher also have to pay attention to the media that will be used to teach according 

to teaching material which is considered not boring for students. When teacher use fun and easy 

media, it will be easier for students to understand the material. So it can help to reach the goals. 

A Chamot (2005) state that a learning strategy becomes familiar and more easy to known when it 

used frequently. When the learning strategy is done for the first time students are still in the 

introduction stage, there are those who feel comfortable with the strategy applied, but some are 

confused with the strategy, they will get used to it if the strategy has been done in two or three 

times in their class. Students also participate to determine whether the strategy is going well or 

not, in this case cooperation is needed between students and teachers.  

Seeing the fact, according to the interview with English teacher in SMK Muhammadiyah 

3 Surakarta, she faced the problems of the English teaching process from the students. The 

students still have less skill in four aspects of English, especially in writing skill. They still do 
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not understand how to arrange sentences to be made a good paragraph. In SMK Muhammadiyah 

3 Surakarta, English teacher try to focus on the ability of each students individually, with asking 

students to write texts individually, discussions are held as an aid for students when face 

difficulties. Because not easy to ask the students to learn individually in writing, so the teacher 

tried to entice the students of SMK Muhammadiyah 3 Surakarta that English is very interesting.   

The reason why the researcher chooses SMK Muhammadiyah 3 Surakarta because the 

researcher has done the internship II and III in the school. The researcher spent for about forty 

five days to observe and teach as the assistant of English teacher in this school. At SMK 

Muhammadiyah 3 Surakarta the students have less interested in learning English, especially in 

writing because they do not understand grammar and do not know vocabulary. Students was still 

lazy to open dictionary when they were asked to write. Some students were not paying attention 

when the teacher explained the materials, because they felt bored and felt difficult to understand 

English learning. Thus the teacher needs to set the teaching strategies to improve students in 

learning English especially in writing skill.    

 

2. METHOD  

This research was qualitative descriptive conducted at SMK Muhammadiyah 3 Surakarta. 

The participants of this research were English teacher and a student of second grade at SMK 

Muhammadiyah 3 Surakarta in the academic year of 2019/2020. The object of this research were 

the strategies used by the teacher, the problems faced by the teacher, and the teacher’s solution of 

the problems faced by the teacher. Technique of collecting data was interview. The researcher 

interviewed the English teacher and the second grade students of SMK Muhammadiyah 3 

Surakarta. There were some steps in analyzing the data, they were data collection, data reduction, 

data display, and conclusion.  

 

3. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

The researcher presents the research findings and discussion as follows. 1) Teacher’s 

strategies in teaching paragraph writing at SMK Muhammadiyah 3 Surakarta. 2) The problems 

that the teacher faced in teaching paragraph writing at SMK Muhammadiyah 3 Surakarta. 3) The 

teacher’s solution for the problems faced by the teacher.  
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3.1 Teacher’s Strategies in Teaching Paragraph Writing at SMK Muhammadiyah 3 

Surakarta  

Based on the interview with the teacher, the researcher found that the English 

teacher at the second grade of SMK Muhammadiyah 3 Surakarta used three strategies to 

teach paragraph writing, they are: using interesting media, interactive approach, and 

process approach. 

Using interesting media is a strategy in teaching paragraph writing, based on using 

media that can make the students more interest to follow the learning process. In using 

interesting media the teacher give a examples of paragraph that relevant with the 

material that will be discussed in learning process. The researcher found the result of the 

interview with the student about teacher’s strategies in teaching paragraph writing at 

SMK Muhammadiyah 3 Surakarta is using interesting media.  

“At the beginning we show the media that attract students’ interest and attention so that 

students are interested in following and learning, then, we discuss, we give examples, 

we train students, and in the end we expect students to write their own paragraphs.” 

(Interview on June 25
th

 2020). 

In interview with the student, the researcher asked to the student about the 

strategies that used by the teacher in teaching paragraph writing. The teacher gave a text 

before the learning began.  

“The teacher usually gave the text on the projector screen, then we are asked to 

translate into Indonesian, then we began to discuss the text.” (Interview on June 30
th

 

2020). 

Interactive approach is a strategy in teaching paragraph writing, based on using 

interactive approach can encourage active learning, increase student’s motivation, and it 

demand the teacher can be more interactive with the students in teaching paragraph 

writing. In interactive approach the teacher asked the students to discuss about a 

paragraph in a group. The researcher found the result of the interview with the student 

about teacher’s strategies in teaching paragraph writing at SMK Muhammadiyah 3 

Surakarta is interactive approach.  
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“I make students interact with each other, by asking students to create groups of 3-4 

students, then I give one text to each group, after that I ask them to analyze the title, 

structure, and language style of the text” (Interview on June 25
th

 2020).  

In interview with the student, the researcher asked to the students about the 

strategies that used by the teacher in teaching paragraph writing. The teacher asked 

students to create a group discussion.  

“Usually the teacher asks us to create a group, then we discuss about the text that is on 

the projector screen, ask to look for the type of the text, the structure, and the linguistic 

elements.” (Interview on June 30
th

 2020).  

Process Approach is a strategy of teaching paragraph writing, based on process 

approach the teacher can train students to produce ideas for write their own paragraph, 

think about goals and the readers, write draft concepts to produce their own paragraphs. 

In process approach the teacher asked students to make their own paragraph 

individually. The researcher found the result of the interview with the student about 

teacher’s strategies in teaching paragraph writing at SMK Muhammadiyah 3 Surakarta 

is process approach.  

”Usually I tell students to make paragraph individually that are almost the same as the 

example I gave, to make it easier for students to write” (Interview on June 25
th

 2020). 

In interview with the student, the researcher asked to the student about the 

strategy that used by the teacher in teaching paragraph writing. The teacher asked the 

student to make paragraph like the example given by the teacher.    

”After giving an example, and explaining, usually the teacher asks us to make 

paragraph like the example given by the teacher, but individually not in group.” 

(Interview on June 30
th

 2020) 

The researcher compares with the previous finding that is different from 

Prabantoro, Argha Try (2018) entitled Teacher’s Strategies in Teaching Writing 

Narrative Text at SMKN 1 Kismantoro 2016/2017 Academic Year. Prabantoro, Argha 

Try (2018) using comic, strips, movies, roundtable strategy, combination of story 

sequencing cards, write pair share strategy, it called by cooperative learning to improve 

writing skill. Strategies used by Prabantoro was different from the findings of this 

research, the researcher found that the teacher’s strategies used in teaching paragraph 
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writing at SMK Muhammadiyah 3 Surakarta were using interesting media, interactive 

approach, process approach. The difference is because Prabantoro focused in teaching 

writing narrative text but the researcher focused in teacher’s strategies in teaching 

paragraph writing at SMK Muhammadiyah 3 Surakarta.  

The findings are relevant with Brown’s theory. According to Brown (2001) there 

are two strategies used in teaching writing, especially writing paragraphs. and 

researcher found all of that the strategies fit the theory, namely interactive approach, 

and process approach. In addition the researcher also found other strategies outside the 

theory, namely using interesting media.  

 

3.2 The Problems that the Teacher Faced in Teaching Paragraph Writing at SMK 

Muhammadiyah 3 Surakarta 

Based on the interview with the teacher, the researcher found that the English 

teacher of second grade at SMK Muhammadiyah 3 Surakarta faced two problems in 

teaching paragraph writing, namely: students’ vocabulary skill, and students’ interest in 

paragraph writing.  

Students’ vocabulary skill is one of problems faced by the teacher in teaching 

paragraph writing at SMK Muhammadiyah 3 Surakarta, it means that students who lack 

vocabulary skill, they cannot made their own paragraph, because they did not master in 

vocabulary. The researcher found the result of the interview with the students about 

teacher’s problem in teaching paragraph writing at SMK Muhammadiyah 3 Surakarta is 

students’ vocabulary skill.  

“The difficulty is when students who lack vocabulary skills will have difficulty in writing 

their own paragraphs” (Interview on June 25
th

 2020).  

In interview with the student, the researcher asked about the problems  faced 

during learning paragraph writing at SMK Muhammadiyah 3 Surakarta. The students 

felt difficult in translating from Indonesian into English, because they did not have 

enough knowledge about vocabulary.  

“The difficulty to make English paragraphs are difficult to translate from Indonesian 

into English, and I’m also still confused in using conjunctions.” (Interview on June 30
th

 

2020). 
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Students’ interest in paragraph writing is the last problem faced by the teacher in 

teaching paragraph writing at SMK Muhammadiyah 3 Surakarta, many students at SMK 

Muhammadiyah 3 Surakarta do not interest in writing paragraph, because students tend 

to be lazy when asked to arrange their own paragraphs, so the teacher is very difficult in 

teaching paragraph writing. The researcher found the result of the interview with the 

students about teacher’s problem in teaching paragraph writing at SMK Muhammadiyah 

3 Surakarta is students’ interest in paragraph writing.  

 “The students are the most lazy when asked to write, especially in English. So it is 

difficult to invite them to like writing, often students write paragraphs that are very 

simple, and there are not many sentence developers in a paragraph.” (Interview, on 

June 25
th

 2020) 

In interview with the student, the researcher asked about the problems  faced 

during learning paragraph writing at SMK Muhammadiyah 3 Surakarta. The students 

confused how to make paragraph in English, because the students very lazy to practice 

in writing.  

“Confused how to make paragraphs in English miss.” (Interview, on June 30
th

 2020). 

The researcher compares with previous finding that is different from Istiqomah, 

Misbawati (2018) entitled “An Analysis in Teacher’s techniques in Teaching Writing to 

Tenth Grade Students of Man Karanganyar”. The result of her research, found that 

there are 2 problems in teaching writing to tenth grade at Man Karanganyar, they are: 

teacher management and being active, passive of the students. Problems that found by 

Istiqomah, Misbawati was different with the findings of this research, the researcher 

found two problems faced by teacher in teaching paragraph writing at SMK 

Muhammadiyah 3 Surakarta, they are: students’ vocabulary skill, and students’ interest 

in paragraph writing. The difference is the previous researcher focused the study on 

teaching writing. This research focused the study on teaching paragraph writing.   

 

3.3 The Teacher’s Solution for the Problems Faced by The Teacher 

Based on the interview with the teacher, the researcher found that the teacher has 

two solution to solve each problem that faced the teacher in teaching paragraph writing 
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at SMK Muhammadiyah 3 Surakarta, they are: memorizing new vocabulary, and give 

relevant examples.  

Memorizing new vocabulary is the one of each teacher’s solutions to solve some 

problems that faced the teacher in teaching paragraph writing at SMK Muhammadiyah 

3 Surakarta, the teacher asked the students to memorize vocabularies that found in every 

paragraphs. The researcher found the result of the interview with the students about 

teacher’s solution to solve the problems faced in teaching paragraph writing at SMK 

Muhammadiyah 3 Surakarta is memorizing new vocabulary.  

“To improve student vocabulary, I usually give paragraphs, such as short story or 

newspapers. Then I asked the students to read and understand the paragraph. During 

reading and understanding the paragraphs, if students find a new vocabulary, and did 

not know the meaning, I asked the students to take notes and find out the meaning, then 

I asked to memorize and collect it to me in the next meeting ” (Interview, on June 25
th

 

2020) 

In interview with the student, the researcher asked about teacher’s solution to 

solve problems that faced by the teacher in teaching paragraph writing. The teacher 

asked the students to find some difficult word in some text then asked to memorize the 

words in a week.  

“The teacher often gives a variety of texts, then if there are words that I did not know 

the meaning, the teacher asked me to write and find the meaning, after that I asked to 

memorize, then, collect it in the next week.” (Interview, on June 30
th

 2020) 

Give relevant examples is the last solution to solve problems faced by teacher in 

teaching paragraph writing at SMK Muhammadiyah 3 Surakarta, the teacher gave 

relevant examples before asked the students to write their own paragraphs. The 

researcher found the result of the interview with the students about teacher’s solution to 

solve the problems faced in teaching paragraph writing at SMK Muhammadiyah 3 

Surakarta is give relevant examples. 

“Ask the students to develop the sentences in a paragraph that they write, we can help 

by providing relevant examples.” (Interview, on June 25
th

 2020) 
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In interview with the student, the researcher asked about teacher’s solution to 

solve problems that faced by the teacher in teaching paragraph writing. The teacher give 

examples of text that is almost the same as the paragraph that will made.  

” Teacher re-explain the material, if still do not understand, the teacher will explain 

individually, usually the teacher also give examples of text that is almost the same as the 

paragraph we will make.” (Interview, on June 30
th

 2020). 

The researcher compares with previous finding that is different from Auriyani, 

Annisa Sabilia (2018) entitled “An Analysis of Teacher’s Problems in Teaching Writing 

at SMAN 7 Malang”. The result of her research found that teacher used four solution to 

solve the problems, they are: employing brainstorming strategy, give more exercise, told 

the students that they are responsible for their own self, re-explained the material if the 

students have not understood and kept motivating them.  

 

4. CONCLUSION 

Based on the research findings and discussion, the researcher drew the conclusion about 

the teacher’s strategy in teaching paragraph writing at SMK Muhammadiyah 3 Surakarta. The 

problem that teacher faced in teaching paragraph writing at SMK Muhammadiyah 3 Surakarta, 

and the teacher’s solution for the problems faced by the teacher. 

The researcher found three strategies in teaching paragraph writing at SMK 

Muhammadiyah 3 Surakarta are using interesting media, interactive approach, and process 

approach. The problems in teaching paragraph writing at SMK Muhammadiyah 3 Surakarta are 

students vocabulary skill, and students’ interest in paragraph writing. Then the solutions of each 

problems that faced by the teacher in teaching paragraph writing at SMK Muhammadiyah 3 

Surakarta are memorizing new vocabulary, and give relevant examples.  
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