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LEARNING STRATEGY USED BY ELEVENTH GRADE STUDENT IN 

DEVELOPING SPEAKING SKILL AT SMK BATIK 2 SURAKARTA 

 

Abstrak 

 

Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengidentifikasi strategi yang digunakan 

oleh siswa kelas sebelas dalam mengembangkan keterampilan berbicara di SMK 

Batik 2 Surakarta dan menggambarkan implementasi strategi dalam 

mengembangkan keterampilan berbicara siswa di SMK Batik 2 Surakarta. Objek 

penelitian ini adalah strategi pembelajaran yang digunakan oleh siswa kelas 

sebelas dalam mengembangkan keterampilan berbicara di SMK Batik 2 Surakarta 

khususnya di kelas XI Multimedia. Data dalam penelitian ini berisi informasi 

tentang strategi pembelajaran yang digunakan oleh siswa kelas sebelas dalam 

mengembangkan keterampilan berbicara. Validitas data dalam penelitian ini 

menggunakan teori kepercayaan. Hasil penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa Strategi 

Pembelajaran Bahasa oleh O'Malley's Taxonomy yang diguna kan oleh siswa 

dalam proses pembelajaran berbicara yaitu strategi metakognitif. Strategi 

pembelajaran metakognitif yang diterapkan meliputi: Manajemen diri, 

pemantauan sendiri, produksi tertunda, dan evaluasi diri. Dalam penerapan 

Strategi Pembelajaran Bahasa oleh Taksonomi O'Malley, para siswa 

mendengarkan dan memahami lagu-lagu berbahasa Inggris. Lagu pertama dalam 

tempo lambat oleh Westlife berjudul "I have a dream". Dan lagu kedua pada 

Allegro atau Tempo cepat oleh Megan Trainor berjudul "Lebih baik ketika saya 

menari". 

Kata Kunci : Strategi Pembelajaran, Keterampilan Berbicara, Kepercayaan. 

Abstract 

The purpose of this study was to identify the strategies used by eleventh grade 

students in developing speaking skills at SMK Batik 2 Surakarta and describing 

the implementation of strategies in developing students' speaking skills at SMK 

Batik 2 Surakarta. The object of this study is the learning strategy used by 

eleventh grade students in developing speaking skills at SMK Batik 2 Surakarta, 

especially in class XI Multimedia. The data in this study contain information 

about the learning strategies used by eleventh grade students in developing 

speaking skills. The validity of the data in this study uses trustworthiness. The 

results of this study indicate that the Language Learning Strategy by O'Malley's 

Taxonomy used by students in the learning process of speaking is Metacognitive 

strategies. The metacognitive learning strategies implemented include: self-

management, self-monitoring, delayed production, and self-evaluation. In 

applying the Language Learning Strategy by O'Malley's Taxonomy, students 

listen to and understand English songs. The first song in a slow tempo by Westlife 

entitle "I have a dream" and the second song on Allegro or Fast Tempo by Megan 

Trainor entitle "Better when I am dancing". 

Keywords: Learning Strategies, Speaking Skills, Trustworthiness. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Research into Language Learning Strategy (or LLS) began in the 1960’s 

particularly, when the developments in cognitive psychology gave influence to the 

studies on LLS. In most of the researches, the primary concern has been on 

“identifying what good language learners report they do to learn a second/foreign 

language” (Rubin and Wenden 1987: 19). Such studies aimed at investigating the 

feasibility of helping students become more effective language learners by 

teaching them some of the LLS that descriptive studies have identified as 

characteristics of the “good language learner very much depend on variables such 

as target language proficiency, age, situation, cultural differences, and learning 

style” (Rubin, 1975: 41-51).  

The first attempt to study on LLS was conducted by Aaron Carton and it was 

published in 1966 under the title The Method of Inference in Foreign Language 

Study. In that study, he notes that “learners vary in their propensity to make 

inferences and in their ability to make valid, rational and reasonable inferences” 

(Rubin and Wenden, 1987: 19). Then in 1971, Rubin started doing research 

focusing on the strategies of successful learners. Rubin (1975: 23) classified 

strategies in terms of processes contributing directly or indirectly to language 

learning. This was followed by other researchers such as Wong-Fillmore (1976), 

Tarone (1977), Naiman, et al. (1978), Bialystok (1979), Cohen and Aphek (1981), 

Conti and Kolsody (1997), who studied strategies used by language learners 

during the process of foreign language learning. These extensive investigations 

have shown the importance of language LLS in making language learning more 

efficient and in producing a positive effect on learners’ language use. 

In the past, oral skills were not considered central in foreign language 

pedagogy. In classes which utilized comprehension-based approaches to language 

teaching, listening and reading skills were emphasized. However, with the advent 

of the theory of communicative competence (Hymes, 1972: 101) and the practice 

of Communicative Language Teaching, the teaching of speaking skills has 

become central in foreign language classroom. To most people then mastering the 

art of speaking is the single most important aspect of learning a second or foreign 
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language, and success is measured in terms of the ability to carry out a 

conversation in the language; as Bailey and Savage (1994: 7) state that “speaking 

in a second or foreign language has often been viewed as the most demanding of 

the four skills”. As a result, the teaching of speaking skill should be figured as 

central in foreign language pedagogy. The goal of teaching speaking skills is 

communicative efficiency. This means that learners should be able to make 

themselves understood, using their current proficiency to the fullest. They should 

try to avoid confusion in the message due to faulty pronunciation, grammar, or 

vocabulary, and to observe the social and cultural rules that apply in each 

communication situation. 

This research intends to give an overview of the theoretical basis for teaching 

speaking skills and details a number of classroom activities that aim at 

encouraging communication or interaction between students. The activities 

discussed here are just ways of getting students to talk to each other in pairs or in 

groups. They also aim to stimulate discussion and information-trading transaction. 

Such activities may include role playing, games, problem-solving, songs, and 

discussion. 

Based on the explanation above, the researcher has two problem statements 

that should be studied: (1) What kind of strategies used by the students of eleventh 

grade at SMK Batik 2 Surakarta in developing speaking skill, (2) How do the 

students of eleventh grade at SMK Batik 2 Surakarta apply the strategy in 

developing speaking skill. 

 

2. METHOD 

The researcher uses qualitative research for this study. The object of the study is 

learning strategy used by eleventh grade student in developing speaking skill at 

SMK Batik 2 Surakarta especially in class XI Multimedia. The data in this 

research are containing the information about learning strategies used by eleventh 

grade student in developing speaking skill. The Validity of data in this study used 

trustworthiness. The technique for analyzing data in this research, the researcher 

uses processing and analysis of data using descriptive analysis, descriptive 
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research is research based on descriptive data from the status, circumstances, 

attitudes, relationships or systems of thought of a problem that is the object of 

research. 

 

3. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

3.1 Findings 

This research tells us about Language Learning Strategy by O’Malley’s 

Taxonomy that used by the students of XI Multimedia at SMK Batik 2 Surakarta. 

The learning speaking process, namely: metacognitive strategies. Planning stages 

used metacognitive learning strategies, there are: Self-management, Self-

monitoring, Delayed production, and Self-evaluation. 

a. Self-management  

Self-management in the planning stages used by students in order to they can 

check their intonation, stress, and elision of speaking English. This strategy refers 

to submission of resources that defined as the process of using target language 

reference material. Based on the results of the study note that students use 

translation applications such as Google translate and Indonesian-English 

dictionary applications in helping to understand the correct pronunciation of 

words as in the following interview results: 

Researcher: How do the students learn English, Miss? 

Teacher 1: I usually play the song, it help them to develop their     

speaking skill  

Researcher: alright, thank you Miss. I will ask them. So, how do you learn 

English? 

Student 1: I write down 10 vocabularies every day and memorizing them. 

Like the “world” lyric by Megan trainor song, I do not know 

how to pronounce it so I try to check one by one by opening 

Google translate and also using the dictionary application to 

find out the correct intonation (interview S1, 2019). 
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b. Self-monitoring 

The students can correct accuracy in pronunciation, grammar, and vocabulary. 

This strategy refers to repetition that processed of imitating language models; 

including clear exercises and silent exercises. Based on the interview result it is 

known that one of the implementation strategies used by students is to repeat the 

pronunciation of each word with the help of my dictionary application. Like the 

following interview results: 

Researcher: How do you learn English? 

Student 2: actually I do not like English, but I need to open the dictionary 

application to correct “rhythm” word in Megan Trainor song 

and then I say the word repeatedly (interview S2, 2019). 

c. Delayed production 

Students can postpone their speaking through listening comprehension in English 

songs. This strategy refers to Translate that described as the use of the first 

language as a basis for understanding and / or producing a second language. 

Based on the results of research it is known that before interpreting English 

vocabulary, such as pronunciation and understanding the classification of words is 

needed. Knowing the classification of words will make it easier for us to 

understand vocabulary. Based on the interview results it is known that students 

listen to the song by Megan trainor before saying words like world, rhythm, know. 

Like the following interview result: 

Researcher              : how do you learn English? 

Student 3 & Student 4  : I apply the strategy to listen the song first. Like 

the word of world, rhythm, and know in Megan 

trainor song, I prefer listen to the song first and 

then look for the meaning of the vocabulary 

(interview S3 & S4, 2019). 

d. Self-evaluation 

Students always check their pronunciation, grammar, and vocabulary to reduce 

the mistake. This strategy refers to submission of resources that defined as the 

process of using target language reference material. Based on the results of the 
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study note that students use translation applications such as Google translate and 

Indonesian-English dictionary applications in helping to understand the correct 

pronunciation of words as in the following interview results: 

Researcher: how do you learn English? 

Student 5: using dictionary application, I do not really remember the 

vocabulary like world, rhythm, and know in Megan trainor 

song, so I always have to recheck in the dictionary application 

whether my pronunciation is correct or not (interview S5, 

2019). 

3.2 Discussion 

The finding of the research supports the finding research by 5 researchers that 

have relevant issues with this research. The first researcher conducted by 

Mifta Alfiyanaini (2017) “A STUDY ON STUDENTS’ LEARNING 

STRATEGIES IN SPEAKING SKILL OF THE ELEVENTH GRADE 

STUDENTS IN MAN 1 SURAKARTA BOARDING SCHOOL IN THE 

ACADEMIC YEAR 2015/2016”. The result of her research showed that the 

students applied the strategies proposed by O’Malley et al including meta-

cognitive strategies, cognitive strategies, and socio-affective strategies in 

mastering their speaking skill. The second researcher conducted by Sofyan A. 

Gani (2015) “Students’ Learning Strategies For Developing Speaking 

Ability”. The result of his research showed that high speaking performance 

students compared to those with low speaking performance. The research 

used descriptive qualitative research and two variable learning strategy and 

speaking skill. The third researcher conducted by Agung Darwanto (2014), 

Entitled “Strategies For Developing Speaking Skill By Students Of English 

Education Department: A Case Study”. The result of his research showed that 

the students applied almost all of the strategies proposed by O’Malley 

including meta-cognitive strategies, cognitive strategies, and socio-affective 

strategies in mastering their speaking skill. The fourth researcher conducted 

by Dewi, Yanita Candra (2008) “The Students’ Learning Strategies In 

Developing Their Speaking Skill: A Case Study On The First Year Students 
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Of Sma N I Colomadu”. The result of her research showed that the students 

applied O’Malley and Chamot including meta-cognitive, cognitive, socio-

affective to develop their speaking skill. The fifth research conducted by 

Ahmad Wael (2018), “Exploring Students’ Learning Strategies In Speaking 

Performance”. The result of his research showed that students applied 

memory strategy, meta-cognitive strategy, affective strategy, and cognitive 

strategy in learning speaking. 

 

4.  

4.1 Conclusion 

Based on the research findings and discussion, the conclusion of the research is 

below: 

1. Based on the research findings it is known that the Language Learning 

Strategy by O'Malley's Taxonomy that is used by the student of XI Multimedia 

at SMK Batik 2 Surakarta. The learning speaking process, namely: 

Metacognitive strategies. Planning stages used metacognitive learning 

strategies, there are: Self-management, Self-monitoring, Delayed production, 

and Self-evaluation. 

2. Based on the results of the study note that the implementation of the 

strategy in developing students' speaking skills at SMK Batik 2 Surakarta is as 

follows: Self-management in submission of resources, Self-monitoring in 

repetition, delayed production in translate, self-evaluation in submission of 

resources. 

4.2 Suggestions 

a. For the students. 

It is expected to improve learning outcomes in speaking skills with 

understanding use metacognitive strategies.  

b. For teachers 

It is hoped that they can use metacognitive strategy with the material 

taught, so the goal of learning is easier to be achieved. 
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c. For next researcher 

The results of this study present that metacognitive strategies can develop 

the students speaking skills, it is hoped for other researchers to analyze other 

factors that enhance the students speaking skills such as interests and 

motivation of the students. 
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