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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

 After World War I ended, Americans seems wants separated from 

Europe in any relation. There are so many changes in America in this era, 

likes socially and culturally, and in their life, it is called as a revolution. The 

Roaring Twenties plays a very important role in the history of America. There 

are a lot of changes and development in America. It is difficult to discuss the 

history of America without talking about Roaring Twenties.  

The 1920s was not only a period of America when involved in the 

World War I in 1917-1918; moreover, The involvement of America was also 

giving a change to the Americans. The Americans are influence much by the 

war, and it also has an influence on their women’s life. When their men were 

at war, women took men’s role in the daily life, such as taking care of their 

children and getting a job to feed them. That is very different from the 

previous era, when the women stay at home and do not get the job outside 

their home.  

America’s economy developed rapidly after the World War I. There are 

the presidencies that era, such as Harding, Coolidge and Hoover,. Those 

presidents worked hard to bring United States’ condition back to normal. In 

economy sector, they made policies and the hardest effort was done by 

Andrew Mellon, Harding’s secretary of the treasury. “After his study of falling 

tax revenues revealed that the amount of money gleaned from the upper 

classes had declined with each new rate increase, Mellon concluded that 

lowering the rates on everyone, especially the wealthiest classes, would 

actually result in their paying more taxes.” (Schweikart, 2004:536). It was one 

of the greatest tax policies since it was successful in bringing normal economy 

condition in Harding’s presidency. 

 In this period, there are technology developments and it makes a 

revolution in Americans’ way of lives. The developments in technology bring 
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new lives for the Americans, for the example is the mass production of radio. 

Mass production of radio and the existence of commercial radio played 

important role in the Twenties. Many newspaper companies used radio as a 

new media to sell information and entertainment. Other places such as 

department store, universities, or even churches also used radio for their own 

purposes. Broadcasting became a new and important issue in this era. The 

spread of radio also brought a change in political side. Politicians used radio 

for the campaign. They also use the radio to spread the information to the 

people. Radio makes a new phenomenon that never exists before in that era. 

Some radio programs presented about drama, comic serials, evening concerts 

and it made new literary celebrities. Some novelists, journalists, short story 

writers, and poets became famous because of radio.  

Besides radio, another technological revolution in this era was 

Hollywood. Movies find its quick development in these years. “During the 

1920s, Hollywood began to consolidate itself into a studio system that would 

transform movie making from a helter-skelter art form into an industry 

comparable in income and net profit to the smokestack enterprises located on 

the opposite coast. By 1923, 15,000 movie theaters, with an average capacity 

of 507, were seating an average total weekly attendance of 50 million, a figure 

that would rise to 65 million in 1928” (streissguth, 1958:246). 

In the end of The World War I, America has a big change in women’s 

role. The war brings a big difference in women’s suffrage. The men go to war 

and the women must have a job to earn some money for their living. Same of 

them have a job in the factories and even they must do the jobs that they never 

had before, such as mail carriers, drivers, conductors and traffic cops.  

There are many roles of women in this era, they involved in important 

organizations. The people see that votes from women are important. “Women 

voters turned out heavily in some communities.  Urban,  white, and  middle-

class  women  were  more  likely  to  vote  than  were  immigrants, African 

Americans,  or  members  of  the  working  class.   The candidacy of Al Smith 
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for president in 1928 proved an important turning point and catalyst for female 

voters.” (Streisguth, 1958:42). 

Another important issue in the Roaring Twenties was flapper. There is a 

revolution in people’s way of lives. There are also many influences from the 

development of technology. It makes a big difference in women’s role. 

Women in America started to change their way of lives, their fashion style and 

their habits. These are the flapper’s self actualization. Self actualization for the 

flapper means their self liberations and their ways to show their existence. 

They tend to expose their liberation in their fashion, in their jobs, and in their 

daily lives to make people realize about them. The 1920's exemplified the 

changing attitudes of American's toward foreign relations, society, and leisure 

activities. Americans found themselves in a period of reform, both socially 

and culturally. One of the most striking cultural reforms following the World 

War I was the existence of flappers, a group of young girls who tried to 

expose their actualization by breaking away from the Victorian image of 

womanhood. They created what many consider the new or modern woman. 

The ‘‘New Woman’’ of the 1920s shed her steel corset, wore shorter skirts, 

and bobbed her hair as acts of self-liberation (Parish, 1992:29). 

This research uses the feminist approach to analyze woman flapper that 

reflected in Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby (1925). This is the opportunity to 

develop the potential of the characters when the roaring twenties era. In 

another faction, suitable with their characteristics. There is the redefinition of 

woman flapper to help the female character in their daily’s lives. 

The Great Gatsby is the right novel to describe about the roaring 

twenties in American history. This novel uses much contemporary historical 

material. The choice of place and subject, for example, was itself a statement. 

In 1924, H. L. Mencken, the most influential American critic identified the life 

of post-war New York City as one of the new subjects of the novel (Prigozy, 

2002:81). War time is a good portrait in the novel. The theme of this novel 

was a man who came home from war.  It tells about how difficult life was 

after people came home from war. World War I brings many problems, not 



4 

 

only to the nation but also to the people who came home from war or the 

veterans. These people hoped to get better lives after war but unfortunately, 

the condition in America was very difficult and it affected the veterans who 

wanted to get jobs.  

The main character in The Great Gatsby is Jay Gatsby. He also has the 

same problem. He tries hard on looking a job after came home from World 

War I. The condition was different with the time before war. War has bring 

many new lives for the people in America. Some people said it as chaotic, 

noisy and even immoral condition. People live differently and these conditions 

can not be seen in the normal ways.  

There were a change in literature and it is also shown in The Great 

Gatsby (1925) novel by Fitzgerald. The euphoria of Gatsby after war time and 

after he got wealth was the image of Fitzgerald’s life himself in the era of 

Roaring Twenties. America in these years met its rapid development in many 

sectors, including in economy. Many people got rich easily and they moved to 

upper class. This also experienced by Fitzgerald and it became the background 

of Gatsby’s life in his novel. “A new kind of American novel might not only 

capture the moment but also understand a new experience in American 

history, the replacement of Victorian public conscience by modern 

subjectivity” (Prigozy, 2002:81). 

Based on the above data, the authors analyze feminist approaches in the 

novel of The Great Gatsby (1925) by Fitzgerald to determine the women 

flapper in these novels entitled “Woman Flapper in the Roaring Twenties 

Reflected in Fitzgerarld’s The Great Gatsby (1925): A Feminist 

Approach.” 

 

B. Problem of The Study 

Considering on the background above, the main problem in this 

research is: 

1. What are the character of women flapper in The Great Gatsby Novel by F 

Scott Fitzgerald? 
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2. How is the struggle of women flapper in The Great Gatsby Novel by F 

Scott Fitzgerald? 

 

C. Objectives of the Study 

The Objectives of the study are as follows: 

1. To describe the character of Women Flapper in The Great Gatsby novel by F 

Scott Fitzgerald. 

2. To describe the struggle of Women Flapper in The Great Gatsby novel by F 

Scott Fitzgerald. 

 

D. Benefits of the Study 

This research organized by the writer in order to have benefits, as 

follows: 

1. Theoretical Benefit 

The writer writes this research paper in order to give information and 

contribution to the literary study in F Scott Fitzgerald’s works The Great 

Gatsby. 

2. Practical Benefit 

The writer wants this research paper can give the significant 

information for readers, especially for students of English Department and 

people who want studying literary in order to increase their knowledge 

about The Great Gatsby novel by analyzing it on Feminist perspective. 

 

E.  Limitation of the Study 

In this study, the writer’s focuses on the analysis of the character of 

Women Flapper in F Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby Novel (1925). They 

are Daisy Fay, Jordan Baker, and Myrtle Wilson  based on the Feminist 

Perspective. 

 

 


