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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Study 

Everyone is always and obliged to use language to interact with social beings. 

Language is a communication system that is needed to help people carry out their 

activities in the community, such as in markets, schools, offices and even socialite 

groups on social media. Sociolinguistics is the study of language that is associated 

with social conditions. Language is the most important aspect that we use every day, 

we need it and also use it for every day, because language is an important role in 

communication and language is the main important tool in us communicating both 

face to face and on social media. 

According to Cristal, cited by Biber (1994: 4), “register refers to a variety of 

language defined according to its use in social situations”. “Registers are sets of 

language items associated with discrete occupational or social groups. Surgeons, 

airline pilots, bank managers, sales clerks, jazz fans, and pimps employ different 

registers” there are lots of different pages on Instagram, one of which is the NBA 

official pages. This NBA official page is a space where news about basketball is 

shared. This page is handled bymaintenance that always posts the latest and hottest 

news about basketball, such as news about basketball players, news about score 

updates, latest match news, news about the latest scores from NBA players, and also 

news about specific clubs. There are many new words made on the NBA page, but not 

everyone can understand what that means. Basketball is a group basket sport 

consisting of two teams of five people who compete to score points by putting the ball 

into the opponent's basket. This game is not only played by men but also women,but 

in this research paper that i researched basketball is played by men. This game is also 
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enjoyed by all ages young, old and even children enjoy this game.But many people 

don't know the meaning language in basketball. 

And also registers occur in many fields and societies, even though registers only 

develop in various societies or communities. If the register occurs outside the 

community there may be a level of misunderstanding and misinterpretation by some 

listeners. Function and purpose as well as intention are inseparable from the culture 

which greatly influences language. One of the writer why analyzes register types to 

distinguish whether utterances are included in registers, because there are several 

utterances but different languages with similar goals. 

In this research, the writer focuses on the analysis of registers looking for typical 

words or some kind of language variation in a sociolinguistic perspective.The writer 

uses NBA basketball pages on Instagram because in this era many people use social 

media, especially social media instagram and they think it makes it easier to get 

information. Also, the writer found many basketballs registers on NBA pages, such as 

slam dunk, stealing, sets up, the slam, blocks, set up etc. because many have 

researched about registers, but in the basketball branch is still very little, therefore this 

topic is very important to be discussed also to add insight and enrich knowledge about 

registers. 

 

B. Problem Statement  

The statement of the problem formulated by the writer is: 

1. What are the types of registers used in the language of  NBA Instagram? 

2. What are the linguistics form sof the registers used in NBA Instagram? 
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C. Objective of the study 

In this analysis, the objectives of this researcher are as follows: 

1. Describing the types of registers used in the language of  NBA Instagram 

2. Describing the linguistics form of  the registers used in NBA Instagram 

 

D. Benefit of the study 

Researchers hope that this research on the NBA official pages of Instagram will 

benefit readers, and the benefits will be divided into two categories: 

1. Theoretically 

The result of the study enriches the variety of register especially the specific 

meaning of the register using new knowledge to people who do not know about 

basketball and enrich the knowledge in linguistic form for each register used 

2. Practically 

The purpose and benefits of this research are to describe the forms of linguistic 

language, registers used in the official NBA page language and to describe the type of 

registers used in the NBA official page language. 

a. English Teacher 

The results of this study can be used as additional teaching material, especially 

about the register course 

b. Future Researcher  

The results of this study can be used to increase knowledge about register
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