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THE ROMANTIC LOVE REFLECTED IN JOHN GREEN’S THE FAULT 
IN OUR STARS NOVEL (2012): A SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE 

 

Abstrak 

Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengidentifikasi cinta romantis antara 
Hazel Lancaster dan Augustus Waters dalam novel The Fault in Our Stars. Tipe 
penelitian ini adalah kualitatif. Peneliti menggunakan dua jenis data yaitu data 
utama, data utama dari penelitian ini adalah novel The Fault in Our Stars dan data 
kedua dari penelitian ini adalah teori termasuk refernsi dan data-data yang 
berkaitan dengan penelitian ini. Hasil dari penelitia ini adalah hubungan antara 
Hazel Lancaster dan Augustus Waters dapat dikategorikan sebagai cinta romantic 
karena memenuhi unsur cinta romantis dan hubungan mereka tidak dapat 
dikategorikan sebagai cinta sempurna karena mereka belum dewasa. Anak-anak 
tidak dapat memiliki komitment.  

Kata Kunci: Cinta Romantis, Sosiologi Sastra, The Fault in Our Stars 

 

Abstract 

The aim of this study is to identify the romantic love between Hazel Lancaster and 
Augustus Waters in The Fault in Our Stars novel. The type of this research is 
qualitative research. The writer used two data type’s namely primary data, 
primary data from this research is The Fault in Our Stars novel and secondary 
data of this research is theory including references and materials relate to the 
study. The result of this study are the relationship between Hazel Lancaster and 
Augustus Waters can be categorized as romantic love because it fulfill the 
components of romantic love and their relationship cannot be categorized as 
consummate love because they are not adult. Children cannot have a commitment.  

Keywords: Romantic Love, Sociology of Literature, The Fault in Our Stars 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Humans really need love. Love can make humans feel happiness and sadness. 

According to Cannon Webster, love is a bond between an individual, family, 

partner or friendship that forms a strong relationship and affection. In adolescents, 

the love that is felt is romantic love. Romantic love is love that puts forward the 

feelings without any future commitments. One of the novels that raised the issue 

of romantic love is The Fault in Our Stars novel. There are nineteen researchers 

that study about The Fault in Our Stars novel. The nineteen researchers examined 

The Fault in Our Stars novel can be classified into four, namely translation, 
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linguistics, psychology study, and the relationship between the min characters. 

The first, there are four researchers examined The Fault in Our Stars novel in 

translation study (Nurfadilah, Firdaus and Nargis, 2019; Astutik and Ariyanti; 

Pertiwi, Brata and Sedeng, 2016; Maharani, Pertiwi, and Darmasetiyawan, 2016)., 

Four other researchers examined The Fault in Our Stars novel in linguistic studies 

(Sari; Antaril, Artawa, and Rahayuni, 2016; Putro, Setyaningsih, and Aryani, 

2016; Putri and Budiarsa; 2018), ten researchers examined The Fault in Our Stars 

novel in the literature study. From ten researchers that study in literature, four 

researchers focus in psychology study. Some researcher study based on 

psychoanalytic  (Pangestu and Sunardi, 2016), the other researcher study of the 

main character struggle (Ariati, 2015; Chumairoh, 2018), this researcher studies 

optimism and pessimism (Puspasari, 2017),  this research focus on psychological 

analysis (Widyastuti, 2014) and five other researchers focused in the the 

relationship between the main characters. In this research focus on love story 

(Anusi, Yusuf and Helmita, 2017), the other researcher focus on the 

characterization (Patmarinanta and Ernawati, 2016), his research focus on the 

conflit of the main character (Margiraharjo, Parthama, and Maharani, 2016), and 

the other researcher focus on the consummate love of the main character (Novera, 

2017) and the romance formula (Nurratnasari, 2016). 

There are some previous studies about The Fault in Our Stars novel; most 

of the nineteen previous studies examined about translation, linguistics, 

psychology and relationships between the main characters. There is little research 

of love in The Fault in Our Stars novel especially the romantic love. The Fault in 

Our Stars novel discusses the phenomenon of romantic love and there are no one 

researcher has discussed romantic love in the novel. 

This article studied about the romantic love in The Fault in Our Stars 

novel. The reason of the writer study about the romantic love in The Fault in Our 

Stars novel are to identify the characteristic of romantic love in The Fault in Our 

Stars novel, to describe how the romantic love depicted in The Fault in Our Stars 

Novel and to reveal the underlying reasons of romantic love that specifically 

addressed by the author in The Fault in Our Stars novel. So, the reader know 
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about  the characteristic of the romantic love in The Fault in Our Stars novel, the 

reader know about how the romantic love depicted in The Fault in Our Stars 

Novel and he reader also know about the underlying reasons of romantic love that 

specifically addressed by the author in The Fault in Our Stars novel. 

The writers use Triangular Theory of Love by Robert J. Stenberg., 

Sociology of Literature and Conventions of Children rights to examine the 

romantic love. Triangular Theory of Love is the theory of love. According to 

Stenberg in his Journal (1999:119) love has three components, namely intimacy, 

passion, and commitment. The writer focuses to analyze the romantic love in The 

Fault in Our Stars novel. Stenberg (1986:124) states that romantic love is 

combined of intimacy and passion. The second theory is Sociology of Literature. 

Sociological theory discuss about the relation between the literary work and 

society. According to Laurenson and Swingwood (1972:12) literature and 

sociology are historically separate but literature and sociology complements each 

other in understanding in society. Besides that, the writers use conventions of 

Children Rights as a comparison between these researches conducted with 

previous studied. The writer focuses in article 1, article 8 and article 9. In article 1, 

it says that child under 18 should be protect by the conventions. In article 8, it 

focuses in protection and preservation identity and in article 9 focuses on 

separation on parents. 

2. METHOD 

The method in this research is descriptive qualitative method. Cresswell (2014) 

qualitative is to describe the complete data in accordance with the hypothesis and 

then tested from the literature. In this research, the writer use two data type’s 

namely primary data and secondary data. Primary data from this research is The 

Fault in Our Stars novel. The secondary data is theory including references and 

materials relate to the study. The object of this study is The Fault in Our Stars 

novel written by John Green and published in 2012. In order to collect the data, 

the writer has several methods. The first, the writer read The Fault in Our Stars 

novel in several time. It necessary gets a deeper knowledge of the novel. Second, 

determine the character of the novel. It necessary get focuses object of the novel. 
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Then, the writer takes note of important things from the primary and secondary 

data source. Next, the writer compares and observes the utterances from the main 

character to get the data. Last, the writer classifying the data by determining the 

data. 

3. FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

3.1 Finding 

3.1.1 The Characteristics of Romantic Love 

The romantic love have two characteristics, they are intimacy and passion.  

3.1.1.1 Intimacy 

The intimacy components can find in three aspects, namely word, feeling 

and action. In the word aspects, it finds when Hazel changes the nickname 

of Augustus. In the first, Hazel call Augustus with his full name but after 

they have intimacy, Hazel call Augustus just Gus. The other aspects is 

feeling, Hazel show her feeling to Augustus. Hazel said that she like 

Augustus even she just hear his name. The intimacy components show 

through by the action. Augustus tried to make Hazel happy. Hazel wanted 

to go to meet with her favorite author and Augustus grant Hazel’s wishes 

to meet with her favorite author in Amsterdam. 

3.1.1.2 Passion 

The other characteristics of romantic love are passion. Passion has two 

components namely physical attraction and sexual consummation. In the 

physical attraction, Augustus attracted with Hazel’s beauty. Augustus 

looked Hazel in the first time and he said that Hazel was so beautiful. In 

the sexual consummation, Hazel and Augustus have a kiss and sex. Hazel 

and Augustus kiss each other in the elevator when they visited Anna 

Frank’s house. Beside of the kissing, they have a sex. Hazel and Augustus 

do a sex when they back from Peter’s house.  
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3.1.2 The Depiction of Romantic Love 

The romantic love depicted in The Fault in Our Stars by some 

components, they are sick character, medication character, supporting 

character, setting, events, style and figurative language. 

3.1.2.1 Characters  

3.1.2.1.1  Sick Character 

In the sick characters can be proof by the main character of the novel 

and club’s member that has cancer. The sick characters of this novel are 

Hazel as the main character, Augustus, and clubs member. Hazel has 

thyroid cancer and Augustus had leg cancer. In the other sick character 

is clubs member, they are Isaac, Patrick, and Michel. Isaac had eye 

cancer and he was blind. Michael had leukemia. 

3.1.2.1.2  Medication Character 

The Medication character in this novel is doctor and nurse. Doctor 

helps Hazel and Augustus to treat them when they had cancer. Hazel 

sick and she should bed rest in the hospital. When Hazel had treatment, 

doctors and nurses help her. They also gave Hazel support. 

3.1.2.1.3 Supporting Character 

Hazel and Augustus parents always support their relationship. Hazel’s 

parents allowed them to have a relationship; her parents thought that 

Augustus could help Hazel to fight her cancer. In the other characters 

that support their relationship are Augustus’s parents. Augustus’s 

parents allowed them have relationship, it can show when Augustus’s 

parents allowed them to used basement when Hazel visited Augustus’s 

house. 
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3.1.2.2 Setting 

Setting divided into three, namely club, home, and hospital. 

3.1.2.2.1 Club 

Club is the one of important setting to show Hazel and Augustus 

relationship. Hazel found new friends in this club. In the first, Hazel felt 

so bored but she saw a boy in this club and she started to attracted with 

him. Hazel and Augustus met each other for the first time and they 

acquainted in the club. 

3.1.2.2.2 Home 

The other important setting is home. Hazel and Augustus had some 

hazel ad august has several important events here, one of which is the 

start of their closer relationship. Hazel was introduced to Augustus 

films and books. they get closer when hazel watches a movie together 

in the basement. 

3.1.2.2.3 Hospital 

Hospital is the last important setting. The hospital is a place where 

hazel is treated when he has cancer. In the hospital, august gulped hazel 

who was sick and the incident made hazel and Augustus closer. They 

support each other when one of them is sick. 

3.1.2.3 Events 

3.1.2.3.1 Visiting The Club 

Visiting the club make Hazel and Augustus more closely. Hazel and 

Augustus met for the first time in the club. Hazel visited the club for the 

first time when her mother asked to visit the club. Hazel denied for the 

first time but her mother force her. Hazel came to the club and met with 

a boy named Augustus. Hazel had a physical attracted with Augustus 

and Augustus also have an attracted with Hazel.  
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3.1.2.3.2 Making Friends 

After visiting the club, the important events that depicted the romantic 

love are making friends. Hazel and Augustus make a friend. They 

acquainted and make a friend. Augustus asked Hazel for the first time 

and they become a friend. 

3.1.2.3.3 Mutual Support 

Hazel and Augustus had cancer. They have a good relationship. They 

support each other when they sick. Hazel had a treatment in the hospital 

and Augustus came to visit Hazel. The other indicator when Augustus 

had cancer, Hazel came to meet Augustus in gas station. Hazel show 

that she support Augustus with no matter what happened. Hazel drove 

the car by herself to meet Augustus.  

3.1.2.4 Style 

There are three aspect of style; they are diction, symbol, and figurative 

language. The author used style in his literary work. 

3.1.2.4.1 Diction 

There are three elements that the author used as the diction in this 

novel. In the first diction in medicine, the author used diction 

Phalanxifor to call the name of medicine to lung cancer. Phalanxifor 

only used in The Fault in Our Stars novel. Second, diction in treatment, 

the author used radical neck dissection to show treatment of cancer. 

Third, diction in medical tools, the author used BiPAP as the tools of 

medical. BiPAP is one of tools to used by the cancer suffers.  

3.1.2.4.2 Symbol 

The author used two symbols in The Fault in Our Stars novel. First, 

fella. Augustus symbolizes the leg which is the only one called fella. 

Fella is a friend who is aimed at her legs that still survive even if only 
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one left. Second, circle. Augustus symbolizes his relationship with 

Hazel as a circle. 

3.1.2.4.3 Figurative Language 

The author used four figurative language, they are metaphor, hyperbole, 

personification, and simile. Metaphor is found in sentences BiPAP 

sounds like dragon. Hyperbole is the exaggerates things. It found in 

sentences screaming arms. Personification found in sentence searching 

lungs for the water. Simile found in sentence that it compare one thing 

with the other things. 

3.1.3 Romantic Love Addressed by The Author in The Fault in Our Stars 

novel 

The author of The Fault in Our Stars novel is John Green. From his 

biography, John Green is interested to raise the issue of teenagers. Most 

of his novel told about teenagers. John Green is an author that has OCD 

or Obsession CD. In America, there are many people that have cancer. 

In 2008-2012, cancer suffers have increasingly statistics. Most of the 

cancer suffers think that they will die and they would not to enjoy their 

life. In this case, the author want to show that cancer suffers can be 

enjoying their lie. They can feel love, they can make friends and they 

can have a sex. Cancer is not closure of their life. The author wan to 

show that cancer suffers should be optimistic and happy with their life.  

3.2 Discussion 

Based on the analysis above, the relationship between Hazel Lancaster 

and Augustus Waters can be categorized as the romantic love. In the 

previous study, Novera that studied about The Fault in Our Stars novel 

show that the main character of this novel categorized as consummate 

love, but actually the relationship between Hazel and Augustus is 

romantic love because their age is under eighteen year old. Based on the 

conventions of children rights, human under in eighteen years old is 
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categorized as children. Therefore, there has components of 

commitment but they do not categorized as consummate love because 

of their age. Children cannot have commitment because they should 

live with their parents.  

Based on the theory of sociology, the author is interested to raise 

the story that the character is teenagers. Most of his literary work told 

about teenagers. Beside of that, the author want to show that cancer 

suffers can be optimistic with their life. Cancer suffers can feel love 

with the other, they can kiss and have a sex. Based on the data of cancer 

in 2008 until 2012 in United States, the cancer suffers have increase 

every years. It makes the author interested to raise the issue of cancer. 

4 CONCLUSIONS 

The Fault in Our Stars is a novel by John Green. The Fault in Our Stars tell 

about a relationship between Hazel Grace Lancaster who has thyroid cancer 

and Augustus Walters who has amputation in his one legs because of cancer. 

The focus of this study is the romantic love between Hazel and Augustus. 

Romantic love is a love of teenagers who have passion and intimacy. Many 

previous studies about The Fault in Our Stars novel but there are little 

research about love especially romantic love. In this study, the objectives of 

the study are to identify the characteristic of romantic love in The Fault in 

Our Stars novel, to describe how the romantic love depicted in The Fault in 

Our Stars Novel, and to reveal the underlying reasons of romantic love that 

specifically addressed by the author in The Fault in Our Stars novel. The type 

of this research is qualitative research. The writer used two data type’s 

namely primary data and secondary data. Primary data from this research is 

The Fault in Our Stars novel. The secondary data of this research is theory 

including references and materials relate to the study.  

The findings of this study are the relationship of Hazel and Augustus 

can be categorized as romantic love because it can fulfill the components of 

romantic love, namely intimacy and passion. The depiction of romantic love 
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in The Fault in Our Stars novel shows by the some aspects, they are sick 

character, supporting character, medication character, setting, events, and 

style of the language. After that, the author addressed specially the romantic 

love in The Fault in Our Stars novel because the author of this novel is so 

interested to raise the story of teenagers. Most of his novel told about 

teenagers. The author want to show that cancer suffers can be enjoying their 

life before they die.  

REFERENCES 

Antari, N. M. V. D., Artawa, K., Rahayuni, N. K. S. (2016). The 

Nominalizing Suffixes Found in John Green’s Novel The Fault in Our 

Stars. Humanis,16(2), 173-180. Retrieved from 

https://ojs.unud.ac.id/index.php/sastra/article/view/33498 

Anusi, A., Yusuf, M. F., & Helmita. (2017). The Fault In Our Stars By John 

Green. Jurnal Ilmiah Langue and Parole, 1(1), 158–166. doi: 

https://doi.org/10.36057/jilp.v1i1.16 

Ariati, D. U. (2015). Hazel Grace Lancaster’s Struggles to Create Her 

Essence in John Green’s The Fault in Our Stars. Retrieved from 

http://repository.ub.ac.id/id/eprint/101386 

Astutik, Y., & Ariyanti, L. (2015). Contextual Anomaly Translation In The 

Fault In Our Stars Novel. Retrieved from 

http://ejournal.unesa.ac.id/index.php/language-

horizon/article/view/11650 

Children. (n.d.) Oxford Dictionary. Obtained on October 2, 2019. Retrieved 

from 

https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/child?q

=children 

Chumairoh, P. (2018). Hazel’s Struggle to Get Her Self-Actualization in John 

Green’s The Fault in Our Stars. Atavisme, 21 (2), 253-268. doi: 

https://doi.org/10.24257/atavisme.v21i2.488.253-268 

Creswell, J. W. (2014). Research Design: Qualitative,Quantitative, and 

Mixed Method Approaches (4�ℎ��). Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE 

Publication. 

Green, J. (2012). The Fault in Our Stars. United States: Dutton Books. 

John Green. (n.d.). Famous Authors. Retrieved from 

https://ojs.unud.ac.id/index.php/sastra/article/view/33498
https://doi.org/10.36057/jilp.v1i1.16
http://repository.ub.ac.id/id/eprint/101386
http://ejournal.unesa.ac.id/index.php/language-horizon/article/view/11650
http://ejournal.unesa.ac.id/index.php/language-horizon/article/view/11650
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/child?q=children
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/child?q=children
https://doi.org/10.24257/atavisme.v21i2.488.253-268


14 

 

https://www.famousauthors.org/john-green 

Laurenson, D., & Swingewood, A. (1972). The Sociology of Literature. 

London: Macmilan Press. 

Love. (n.d.) Merriam Webster. Obtained on September 3, 2019. Retrieved 

from https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/love 

Maharani, M. J., Pratiwi, P. A. A. S., & Darmasetiyawan, I. M. S. (2016). 

The Translation of Prepositions At,On, and By With Reference to 

Green’s The Fault in Our Stars. Humanis, 16(2), 117-121. Retrieved 

from https://ojs.unud.ac.id/index.php/sastra/article/view/33490 

Margiraharjo, A. A., Parthama, I. G. N., & Maharani, S. A. I. (2016). Conflict 

Analysis of Main Character in The Novel The Fault in Our Stars by 

John Green. Humanis, 17(1), 20-26. Retrieved from 

https://ojs.unud.ac.id/index.php/sastra/article/view/28952 

Miles, M. B., & Huberman, A. M. (1994). Qualitative Data Analysis (2�� ed). 

United States: SAGE Publication, Inc. 

Novera, N. A. (2017). The Consummate Love of Hazel Grace As Reflected in The 

Fault in Our Stars Movie. Retrieved from http://eprints.undip.ac.id/54871/ 

Nurfadilah, M., Firdaus, M. I., & Nargis. (2019). An Analysis of Metaphoric 

Translation of the Fault in Our Stars Novel. Globish: An English-

Indonesian Journal for English, Education, and Culture, 8(1), 55–65. 

doi: 10.31000/globish.v7i2.1176  

Nurratnasari, N. (2016). The Romance Formula in John Green’s The Fault in 

Our Star. Retrieved from 

https://ejournal3.undip.ac.id/index.php/engliterature/article/view/1140

3 

Pangestu, N. A., & Sunardi, F. X. D. (2016). An Incomplete Psychological 

Novel: a Psychoanalytical Analysis of Hazel Lancaster in John 

Green’S the Fault in Our Stars. Journal of Language and Literature, 

16(01), 20–28. doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.24071/joll.v16i1.144  

Patmarinanta, A., & Ernawati, P. (2016). A Study on Characterization of the 

Main Character in The Fault in Our Stars. Research in English and 

Education (READ), 1(1), 26-33. Retrieved from 

http://jim.unsyiah.ac.id/READ/article/view/713 

Permatasari, N. L. (2014). The Syntactic Structure of Relative Clause with 

Reference to John Green’s Novel. Humanis, 9(3). Retrieved from 

https://ojs.unud.ac.id/index.php/sastra/article/view/10971 

https://www.famousauthors.org/john-green
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/love
https://ojs.unud.ac.id/index.php/sastra/article/view/33490
https://ojs.unud.ac.id/index.php/sastra/article/view/28952
http://eprints.undip.ac.id/54871/
https://www.researchgate.net/deref/http%3A%2F%2Fdx.doi.org%2F10.31000%2Fglobish.v7i2.1176
https://ejournal3.undip.ac.id/index.php/engliterature/article/view/11403
https://ejournal3.undip.ac.id/index.php/engliterature/article/view/11403
http://dx.doi.org/10.24071/joll.v16i1.144
http://jim.unsyiah.ac.id/READ/article/view/713
https://ojs.unud.ac.id/index.php/sastra/article/view/10971


15 

 

Pertiwi, N. P. D. R. (2016). Noun Phrase and Its Translation Procedure in The 

Fault in Our Stars. Humanis, 14(2). Retrieved from 

https://ojs.unud.ac.id/index.php/sastra/article/view/21430  

Putri, A., Budiarsa, M. (2018). The Analysis of Deixis in The Novel The 

Fault in Our Stars by John Green. Humanis, 22(3), 697-703. doi: 

https://doi.org/10.24843/JH.2018.v22.i03.p19 

Sari, P., & Damanik, S. F. (2017). OPTIMISM AND PESSIMISM IN 

HAZEL GRACE OF JOHN GREEN’S THE FAULT IN OUR 

STARS NOVEL. Retrieved from http://digilib.unimed.ac.id/26590/ 

Siegel, R., Naishadham, D., & Jemal, A. (2012). Cancer Statistics 2012. CA 

Cancer Journal, 62(1), 10-29. Retrieved from 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22237781 

Sternberg, R. J. (1986). A Triangular Theory of Love. American 

Psychological Association, 93(2), 119-135. 

Sternberg, R. J. (1998). Love is A Story: A New Theory of Relationships. New 

York: Oxford University Press. 

Sugiyono. (2009). Metode Penelitian Kuantitatif, Kualitatif, dan R&D. 

Bandung: Alfabeta. 

The Fault in Our Stars. (n.d.). From Goodreads website: 

https://www.goodreads.com/choiceawards/best-young-adult-fiction-

books-2012 

Unicef. (1990). Conventions on the Rights of the Child. The United Nations: 

Convention on the Rights of the Child. London: Unicef. Retrieved 

from https://www.unicef.org/ 

Wellek, R., & Warren, A. (1962). Theory of Literature. London: Lowe &  

Brydone (Printers) Ltd. 

Widyastuti, M. R. (2014). A Psychological Analysis of The Main Character 

in Green’s  The Fault in Our Stars. Humanis, 9(3). Retrieved from 

https://ojs.unud.ac.id/index.php/sastra/article/view/10980 

https://ojs.unud.ac.id/index.php/sastra/article/view/21430
https://doi.org/10.24843/JH.2018.v22.i03.p19
http://digilib.unimed.ac.id/26590/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22237781
https://www.goodreads.com/choiceawards/best-young-adult-fiction-books-2012
https://www.goodreads.com/choiceawards/best-young-adult-fiction-books-2012
https://www.unicef.org/
https://ojs.unud.ac.id/index.php/sastra/article/view/10980

