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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

 

In modern era, mastering English is very important, because English is an 

international language and the development of English is very rapid. English is 

also very dominant in all aspects of communication among nations because 

English has been recognized and agreed upon as the official international 

language that is used universally in all fields. Because of this reason, all nations 

in the world adopt English as the second or foreign language, including 

Indonesia. In our country, English is a compulsory subject learnt by junior high 

school students. 

In learning English, there are four skills in English that should be learnt, 

namely reading, writing, listening and speaking. Khamkhien (2010) found that 

to develop student pedagogy, especially in English, the most influential thing in 

developing the students skill is speaking. Speaking is the first important skill 

wich should be learnt for communication. However, learning speaking is not 

easy. Students often face obstacles in the process of learning it. According to 

Megawati (2016) out of four English skills, speaking occupies the first position 

as a skill that is very difficult to learn, because several factors make speaking 

difficult to learn, such as lack of vocabulary, difficult to memorize, difficult 

how to pronounce, fear of making mistakes, fear of being laughed by friends 

and the lack of grammar knowledge. The obstacles in learning speaking of EFL 

are divided into two; internal factor and external factors. Internal factor is the 

obstacles originating from the student itself such as shyness, feeling unworthy 

and many more. While the external factor is the obstacle originating from the 

student’s environment. According to Zhang (2009) there are 

four factors that cause speaking difficulties to EFL learners. First is inhibition. 

In this obstacle the students are worried about making mistake, fearful and 
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simply shy. The second is nothing to say, in which the students have no motive 

to express themselves. The third is low or uneven participation.  In this 

obstacles, the students can talk at time because of large classes and the 

tendency of some learners to dominate, while others speak very little or not at 

all. And the last is the use of mother tongue. In this obstacle the students who 

have the same mother tongue tend to use it because it is easier and also the 

learner feels less exposed if they are speaking their mother tongue. 

 Scholars suggest many ways to help students overcome the obstacles, for 

example, suggests that teachers must encourage students to practice speaking. 

He also suggests teachers to build learners’ confidence in speaking. In this 

case, Agustina (2017) explains that active learning is learning that can improve 

students' abilities. According to Dewey (1986) using active learning methods 

not only increases student ability but can also increase student confidence and 

motivation, because active learning is very based on experiential learning, so 

students can learn through their experiences as in a word pearls that read 

"experience is the best teacher". 

SMP Muhammadiyah 01 Kartasura which is identically an integrated 

Islamic school located in Kartasura, Sukoharjo, Indonesia, has some obstacles 

for the learners in learning English especially in speaking. One of the obstacle 

is lack of students’ ability in mastering the basic vocabulary, so students have 

difficulty in speaking English. Based on research conducted by Megawati 

(2016), speaking is one of skills that has a very high difficulty level compared 

to the other skill therefore the student feel difficult to learn it. One of the basic 

problems is beneficial to investigate the students’ obstacles in learning English. 

Investigating the obstacles faced by the students in  learning speaking and how 

the teachers help the students to overcome the obstacles is very beneficial. 

B. Scope of the Study 

To facilitate the researcher in conducting the research and limit the 

expansion of the obstacles and facilitate understanding of the obstacles, the 
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study needs to be limited to the following obstacles. The first is research 

subject. In this research, the subject is the 8th grade students and two English 

teachers at SMP Muhammadiyah 01 Kartasura. The second is object of 

research. The object of this research is the obstacles faced by students of the 

8th grade in SMP Muhammadiyah 01 Kartasura in learning speaking. The thrid 

is research focus. The focus in this study is only the obstacles faced by the 

student of the 8th-grade in SMP Muhammadiyah 01 Kartasura in learning 

speaking and the teacher's efforts in overcoming these obstacles. 

C. Research Problems 

Based on the background of the study, the obstacles are formulated as 

follows: 

1. What are the obstacles faced by the students in learning speaking among 

students of the 8
th

 grade in SMP Muhammadiyah 01 Kartasura? 

2. How does the teacher help the students to overcome the obstacles? 

D. Objective of the Study 

The study aims to: 

1. identify the obstacles faced by the students in learning speaking among 

student of the 8
th

 grade in SMP Muhammadiyah 01 Kartasura. 

2. describe how the teacher deal with obstacles faced by the students in 

learning speaking among student of the 8
th

 grade in SMP Muhammadiyah 

01 Kartasura. 

E. Benefit of the Study 

The benefit of the study can be divided into two: 

1. Practical Benefit 

For English Teachers 

The result of the study can be a reference for teaching speaking to teach 

their students. 

2. Theoretical Benefit 
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This research is expected to be able to provide benefits in the form of 

knowledge and insight to educators, prospective educators and readers to 

find out the obstacles faced in doing English learning especially in speaking 

and to know how to overcome the obstacles that occur in learning speaking. 

In addition, the results of this study are expected to help improve the 

quality and professionalism of teachers in teaching English, especially in 

speaking. 

 

  


