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OBSTACLES IN LEARNING SPEAKING FACED BY THE 8
th 

GRADE 

STUDENTS IN SMP MUHAMMADIYAH 01 KARTASURA 

 

Abstrak 

 

Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengidentifikasi hambatan yang 

dihadapi oleh siswa kelas 8 di SMP Muhammadiyah 01 Kartasura dalam 

belajar speaking dan menggambarkan bagaimana guru menghadapi 

hambatan yang dihadapi oleh siswa. Pelitian ini merupakan kualitatif 

deskriptif dimana teknik pengumpulan data dalam penelitian ini adalah 

observasi, wawancara, dan dokumentasi. Dalam peneliti ini menggunakan 

bahasa Indonesia untuk wawancara dengan responden untuk mendapatkan 

informasi dengan jelas. Subjek penelitian ini adalah 20 siswa dan dua guru 

bahasa Inggris. Untuk menganalisis data, peneliti menerapkan teori Miles 

dan Huberman dalam menganalisis data kualitatif yang melibatkan tiga 

langkah: reduksi data, tampilan data, dan verifikasi data. Landasan teoritis 

yang digunakan adalah teori pembelajaran Dewey (1938) learning by doing 

dan Tanveer (2007). Berdasarkan analisis data, dapat disimpulkan bahwa 

hambatan yang dihadapi oleh siswa kelas 8 di SMP Muhammadiyah 01 

Kartasura dalam belajar bahasa Inggris, khususnya speaking, dibagi menjadi 

dua faktor, yaitu faktor internal, dan faktor eksternal. Yang pertama adalah 

faktor internal. Dalam faktor internal, ada enam kendala yang dihadapi oleh 

siswa dalam belajar speaking seperti bahasa ibu, kurangnya motivasi, takut 

kesalahan, malu, cemas dan kurang percaya diri. Berikutnya adalah faktor 

eksternal. Faktor eksternal dibagi menjadi empat, yaitu lingkungan yang 

tidak mendukung, waktu belajar yang terbatas, terlalu banyak siswa dalam 

satu kelas dan perilaku kelas yang berbeda. Metode yang digunakan guru 

untuk mengatasi hambatan ini adalah dengan menggunakan pengulangan, 

menghafal, mendengarkan, dan menggunakan metode pembelajaran jigsaw. 

 

Kata Kunci: hambatan, interal, eksternal 

 

 

Abstract 

 

The purpose of this study is to identify the obstacles faced by the 8
th

 grade 

students in SMP Muhammadiyah 01 Kartasura in learning speaking and 

describe how the teachers deal with the obstacles faced by the students. 

This is a descriptive qualitative research in which the techniques of data 

collection in this study are observation, interview, and documentation. In 

this case the researcher use an Indonesian language to interview with the 

respondents in order to get information clearly. The subject of this research 
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are 20 students and two English teachers. To analyze the data, the 

researcher applies Miles and Huberman’ theory of analyzing qualitative 

data involving three steps: data reduction, data display, and data 

verivication. The theoretical foundation used is Dewey's (1938) theory of 

learning by doing theory and Tanveer (2007). Based on the data analysis, it 

can be concluded that the obstacles faced by the 8th grade students in SMP 

Muhammadiyah 01 Kartasura in learning English, especially speaking, are 

divided into two factors, namely internal factors, and external factors. The 

first is the internal factors. In internal factors, there are six obstacles faced 

by the students in learning speaking such as mother tongue, lack of 

motivation, fear of mistake, shyness, anxiety and lack of confidence. Next 

is the external factor. External factors are divided into four, namely, 

unsupportive environment, limited learning time, there are too many 

students in one class and different class behaviours. The methods that 

teachers used to overcome these obstacles are by using repetition, 

memorization, using listening, and jigsaw learning method. 
 

Keywords: obstacles, internal, external 
 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 

In modern era, mastering English is very important, because English is an 

international language and the development of English is very rapid. English 

is also very dominant in all aspects of communication among nations because 

English has been recognized and agreed upon as the official international 

language that is used universally in all fields. Because of this reason, all 

nations in the world adopt English as the second or foreign language, 

including Indonesia. In our country, English is a compulsory subject learnt by 

junior high school students. 

In learning English, there are four skills in English that should be learnt, 

namely reading, writing, listening and speaking. According to Megawati 

(2016) out of four English skills, speaking occupies the first position as a skill 

that is very difficult to learn, because several factors make speaking difficult 

to learn, such as lack of vocabulary, difficult to memorize, difficult how to 

pronounce, fear of making mistakes, fear of being laughed by friends and the 

lack of grammar knowledge. According to Zhang (2009) there are four factors 

that cause speaking difficulties to EFL learners. First is inhibition. In this 

obstacle the students are worried about making mistake, fearful and simply 
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shy. The second is nothing to say, in which the students have no motive to 

express themselves. The third is low or uneven participation.  In this obstacles, 

the students can talk at time because of large classes and the tendency of some 

learners to dominate, while others speak very little or not at all. And the last is 

the use of mother tongue. In this obstacle the students who have the same 

mother tongue tend to use it because it is easier and also the learner feels less 

exposed if they are speaking their mother tongue. Research conducted by 

Tanveer (2007) which investigated the factors that caused language anxiety 

for ESL / EFL learners in learning speaking skills and the influence it casts on 

communication in the target language. Tanveer's research equation with this 

research is to examine the obstacles faced by students in learning speaking 

which are influenced by two factors, namely internal and external. But 

Tanveer's research was conducted in the context of The University of 

Glasgow, UK, with multi-lingual groups of students belonging to different 

cultures and nationalities.  

Scholars suggest many ways to help students overcome the obstacles for 

example, suggests that teachers must encourage students to practice speaking. 

He also suggests teachers to build learners’ confidence in speaking. In this 

case, Agustina (2017) explains that active learning is learning that can 

improve students' abilities. According to Dewy (1986) using active learning 

methods not only increases student ability but can also increase student 

confidence and motivation, because active learning is very based on 

experiential learning, so students can learn through their experiences as in a 

word pearls that read "experience is the best teacher". In this study, the 

researcher examined the obstacles in learning speaking faced by the 8th grade 

students in SMP Muhammadiyah 01 Kartasura. The purpose of this study is to 

identify the obstacles faced by students in learning speaking and to describe 

how the teachers deal with obstacles faced by the students in learning 

speaking among students of the 8th grade in SMP Muhammadiyah 01 

Kartasura.  
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2. METHOD 

The type of this research is descriptive qualitative research. According to 

Whitney (1960) descriptive qualitative research is the research that study the 

phenomenon which occurs in the object. The subject of this research were 20 

students and two English teachers. The technique of data analysis in this study 

used qualitative data analysis techniques. 

 

3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

3.1 The obstacles faced by the the 8
th

 grade students in SMP 

Muhammadiyah 01 Kartasura in learning speaking 

Out of 20 students, the researcher found that 5 students liked English, 6 

students liked English quite well and 9 students did not like English. This 

is because it is influenced by various factors, such as internal and external 

factors. This is supported by the results of Tanveer's research (2007) which 

reveals that learning English is influenced by two factors, namely internal 

factors and external factors. The following are the results of the interviews 

of the 8
th

 grade students of SMP Muhammadiyah 01 Kartasura in learning 

English, especially speaking. 

 

3.1.1 Internal Factors 

1. Mother tongue 

Based on the data obtained by the researcher through interview 

with the students and two English teachers, the main problem of 

obstacles in learning English, especially speaking was on the 

mother tongue of the students. The students found that learning 

speakinng was very difficult, because they thought that English 

was very different from their language, like the way how to 

pronounce, and also they thought that they were not comfortable 

when they speak in English. 

(Interviewer) : “Based on your opinion, is learning speaking 



5 
 

difficult? 

And what obstacles do you often face in learning 

speaking?" 

(Student) : “It's very difficult, because I don't know about the 

vocabulary at all, and I don't understand about the 

pronunciation. The obstacles that I faced in 

learning speaking is the teacher rarely uses 

English in class. Only use English when opening 

and closing” 

The second was obtained from the results of interview with the 

teachers about the obstacles faced by students, namely the mother 

tongue. 

(Interviewer)  : “What obstacles do teacher face in teaching 

    English in the 8th grade students at SMP 

Muhammadiyah 01 Kartasura, especially 

in teaching speaking?” 

(The English teacher) : “The first osbtacle is the mother tongue 

child who is their mindset is always "I am 

a javanese person" so when they are 

invited to learn a foreign language, they 

still think that "I am a javanese person" so 

it is an inherent image of the students' own 

mother's tongue, to change the students' 

habits to learn speaking they still feel 

stiff." 

 

2. Lack of motivation 

Motivation is the encouragement of someone to do something, 

and motivation is also the key to students success in learning. 

therefore motivation is very important for students. Based on the 
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data obtained by the researcher through interview with the 

students, three classifications of students were obtained; the first 

was students who did not like English, the second was students 

who were quite fond of English, and the third was students who 

liked to speak English. 

All three classifications can be seen from the efforts made by 

the students in facing difficulties in learning English. 

a) Students who didn't like English 

Students who didn't like English prefer to ask teachers about the 

problems they face without any effort to find solutions to those 

problems. This data was taken from the results of interviews with 

students. 

b) Students who were quite fond of English 

Students who quite like English prefer to look for solutions to the 

obstacles they face by looking for vocabulary and asking friends 

who know, and who have finally asked the teacher if they didn't 

found the solution. This data was taken from the results of 

interviews with the students. 

c) Students who like English 

Students who like to learn English prefer to find solutions to the 

obstacles they face by finding other references in various sources, 

trying to improve their abilities by watching films that use the 

English language and listening to music that uses English. This 

data is taken from the results of interviews with the students. 

Based on the results obtained, the lack of motivation had a 

significant impact on students' interest in learning English. If 

students are motivated to learn English, then they will make efforts 

to be able to overcome the obstacles they face in learning English. 

Conversely, if students are not motivated to learn English, then 

their efforts to overcome the obstacles and vice versa. 
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3. Fear of mistake 

Fear of mistakes becomes one of the main factors of students' 

reluctance to speak in English. According to Kurtus (2001) fear of 

mistakes is the students are afraid of looking foolish, so to keep 

their weaknesses, they didn't want to practice by English. Based on 

the data obtained by researcher through interview with the 

students, it showed that students feel fear of mistakes. This data 

was taken from the results of interviews with students as follows. 

(Interviewer) : “Based on your opinion, is learning speaking 

difficult? And what obstacles do you often face in 

learning speaking? " 

(Student) : "Difficult. Many vocabulary that I don't know, 

because I rarely practice, embarrassed and afraid 

of being wrong” 

4. Shyness  

According to Juhana (2012) shyness is an emotional problem 

experienced by many students when they are required to speak in 

English. Based on the data obtained by researcher through 

interview with the students, it can be seen that students had a sense 

of shame when they awere required to speak in English. 

(Interviewer) :  “Based on your opinion, is learning speaking 

difficult? And what obstacles do you often face in 

learning speaking? " 

(Student) : “It's difficult because the language is different and 

the lack of vocabulary and pronunciation also 

affects. And when I want to practice, I am also 

ashamed of my friends, because when I practice 

by English, I am teased by my friends ” 
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5. Anxiety  

According to Horwitz, Horwitz, & Cope (1986), anxiety is a 

feeling of tension, apprehension and nervousness associated with 

the situation of learning a foreign language. According to 

Muamaroh; Prihartanti (2013) the students felt anxiety because 

they were afraid of making mistakes when they use English in 

daily conversation or in the class, and they would be laughed by 

their friends. 

Based on the data obtained by the researcher through interview 

with the students it can be concluded that one of the obstacles 

faced by the students was anxiety. 

(Interviewer) :  “Based on your opinion, is learning speaking 

difficult? And what obstacles do you often face in 

learning speaking? " 

(Student) : “It's little bit difficult, but now there are many 

media that we can use to learn speaking, starting 

from films that use English, or games. And the 

obstacles that faced in learning speaking are lack 

of practice and shy to my friend, because if I 

practice by English, they always mock me.” 

6. Lack of confidence 

Lack of confidence according to Chen (2010) constitutes the 

main factor of the students’ low ability in speaking English. 

Following is the data obtained by the researcher through interview 

with the students.  

(Interviewer) :  “Based on your opinion, is learning speaking 

difficult? And what obstacles do you often faced 

in learning speaking? " 

(Student) : "It’s difficult, because of lack of English 

vocabulary and lack of pronunciation 

knowledge.” 
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Based on this result it was found that they were difficult to 

learn speaking because of having lack of vocabulary and lack of 

pronunciation knowledge. Because of these obstacles, the students 

got lack of confidence. 

The following was the result of an interview with the teachers 

showing that one of the factors that made students difficult to learn 

speaking is the lack of confidence. 

(Interviewer)  : “What obstacles do teacher face in teaching 

English in the 8th grade students at SMP 

Muhammadiyah 01 Kartasura, especially 

in teaching speaking?” 

(The English teacher) : "There were problems that students carried 

since grade 7, the first lack of vocabulary 

and pronunciation. The second was lack 

of self-confidence of students and the 

third was ashamed of their friends when 

they practice using English because their 

friends often teased him so that the 

students who were ridiculed feel 

embarrassed and do not want to practice 

anymore." 

Based on the results of interview conducted with 20 students, 

almost all students said the same thing. This proved that mother 

tongue, lack of motivation, fear of mistake, shyness, anxiety and 

lack of confidence also affect the learning of speaking. 

 

3.1.2 External Factors 

Based on the results of interview conducted by researcher with the 

English teachers of 8
th

 grade SMP Muhammadiyah 01 Kartasura, it 

was found that the teachers believed that there were some obstacles 
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faced by the students in learning speaking. The obstacles faced by 

students in learning English speaking as follows. 

 

1. Unsupportive environment 

According to Gan (2012) the environment is one of the factors that 

inhibits students in learning speaking and practicing it. This is caused 

by psychological factors of students, as mentioned by Juhana (2012) 

that psychological factors such as fear of mistakes, shyness, anxiety, 

lack of confidence and lack of motivation are very influential. 

According to Tokoz-Goktepe (2014), one of the problems in learning 

speaking faced by students that we usually found when students try to 

practice is losing self-identity when they want to be active in speaking 

but they were afraid of being laughed by their friends. This data was 

taken from the results of interview with the English teachers as 

follows. 

(Interviwer)  : “What kind of obstacles faced by the 

students in learning and receiving English 

material, especially in learning speaking?" 

(The English teacher) : “The first obstacle is the environment. The 

environment is very influential for the 

development of students in learning 

English, the environment referred to in 

this case such as classmates or the school 

environment, do they have the same goals 

for learning English or not because if they 

have different perspectives, problems will 

occur such as students are ashamed to 

speak up, students are afraid of being said 

to be pretentious English and others.” 
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2. There are too many students in one class 

Because of the limited time, other obstacles make learning English 

in the classroom ineffective, that is large number of students in one 

class. The number of students in one class at SMP Muhammadiyah 01 

Kartasura is 35 to 36 students. The impact is that it is difficult for the 

teacher to manage the students when the teaching and learning 

activities begin.  

According to Chowdhury & Shaila (2013), there are some 

problems faced in teaching English in large classes, namely the lack of 

student participation in learning and interacting in class, the 

nervousness of the shy and less interactive students of the class, and 

student conditioning which is very difficult because of the number of 

students very much. This data was taken from the results of interview 

with the English teachers as follows. 

(Interviwer)  : “What kind of obstacles faced by the 

students in learning and receiving English 

material, especially in learning speaking?" 

(The English teacher) : "The second obstacle is the number of 

students that are too many (in one class), 

ideally in one class is 22 to 28, while here 

up to 35 to 36 students in one class, so for 

class control also should be extra. Then in 

this large class, the intensity for the speak 

students' turn is also getting less." 

3. Limited learning time 

The duration of learning in class greatly influences the 

effectiveness of the material that will be given by the teachers to 

students. So that if time is used in learning very short, then limited 

material can be mastered by the students. In the 8th grade English 

subjects at SMP Muhammadiyah 01 Kartasura there are 4 hours of 

English lessons with two face-to-face sessions in one week. The 
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duration of the hour is 40 minutes so that in one meeting students have 

time to study English in class for 2 x 40 minutes. This data was taken 

from the results of interviews with the English teachers as follows. 

(Interviwer)   : “What kind of obstacles faced by the 

students in learning and receiving English 

material, especially in learning speaking?" 

(The English teacher)  : “The third obstacle is because there are too 

many students, the intensity for the 

student to speak is also reduced, and 

students meet with the teacher at least 2 to 

3 meetings, while the material is very 

much and the intensity for practice is also 

decreasing." 

4. Different class behaviours 

In this case, the 8
th

 grade in SMP Muhammadiyah 01 Kartasura is 

divided into 4 classes, there are class 8 A, class 8 B, class 8 C and 

class 8D. Each class have different behaviours, in this case, we can 

divide into two parts, namely higher achevers class, and lower 

achievers class, which are included in the higher achievers class 

category are class 8 A and class 8 B, while those included in the lower 

achiever class category are class 8 C and class 8 D. Differences from 

these classes include: 

Tabel 1. Clasification of the 8
th 

Grade Students in SMP Muhammadiyah 01 

Kartasura Based on the Students’ Behaviours of Each Class 

Higher achievers Lower achievers 

Student quality is good The quality of students is moderate 

student awareness in learning is high student awareness in learning is low 

Class conditions are conducive Class conditions are not conducive 

Students are easy to understand the 

material that the teacher teaches 

Students find it difficult to understand the 

material that the teacher teaches 
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According to Chowdhury & Shaila (2013) differences in the 

students’ behaviours can also affect students in learning speaking, 

because student motivation in learning can be influenced by other 

students. This data was taken from the results of interviews with the 

English teacher. 

(Interviwer)  : “What kind of obstacles faced by the students in 

learning and receiving English material, 

especially in learning speaking?" 

(The English teacher) : “The fourth obstacle is the difference in students’ 

characters, some of them have high IQ 

(Intelligence Quotient), some of them have low 

IQ (Intelligence Quotient), so to equalize 

concentration also requires time and energy." 

 

3.2 Teacher's efforts in overcoming the obstacles faced by the 8th grade 

students in SMP Muhammadiyah 01 Kartasura in learning speaking 

 The teacher deal with obstacles that faced by students in learning English 

in the classroom. The results of research conducted by the researcher at SMP 

Muhammadiyah 01 Kartasura regarding the efforts of teachers in dealing with 

students' obstacles in learning English are as follows: 

 

1. Using repetition 

 In this case, the method used by the teachers to teach speaking to 

students is use repetition because the teacher assumes that using 

repetition will facilitate students in spelling and help with their 

pronunciation. This was done by the teacher because the teacher believes 

that the obstacle faced by students is about mother thounge. According 

to the teachers, using repetition would facilitate students in how to say 

something in English by good pronunciation. This data was taken from 

the results of interviews with the English teachers. 

(Interviwer)  : “What learning methods do teachers use to 
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overcome the obstacles faced by students of the 

8th grade in SMP Muhammadiyah 01 Kartasura 

in teaching speaking?" 

(The English teacher): "The first, I used repetition in learning speaking 

because it made students know how to 

pronounce." 

2. Using memorization 

The English teacher at Muhammadiyah 1 Kartasura Middle School 

uses memorization in teaching speaking, he assumed that to improve 

students' memory by using memorization would increase students' 

vocabulary knowledge. This data was taken from the results of 

interviews with the English teachers.  

(Interviwer)  : “What learning methods do teachers use to 

overcome the obstacles faced by students of the 

8th grade in SMP Muhammadiyah 01 Kartasura 

in teaching speaking?" 

(The English teacher): "The second I use memorization after I use 

repetition, students will find it easier to memorize 

vocabulary that repeated." 

 

3. Using listening 

 In this case the teacher invites students to listen to something that 

uses English, for example like listening to music, and watching videos. 

The way the teacher uses to teach speaking in class by displaying a short 

video using English, then students were monitored to observe and 

conclude the contents of the video by going forward and telling the 

contents of the video. This data was taken from the results of interviews 

with the English teachers.  

(Interviwer)   : “What learning methods do teachers use to 
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overcome the obstacles faced by students 

of the 8th grade in SMP Muhammadiyah 

01 Kartasura in teaching speaking?" 

(The English teacher) : "The third is listening because it is to make 

the students familiarize with the 

conversation by English." 

 

4. Jigsaw learning method 

The jigsaw  belongs to cooperative method. In this case, students 

are required to increase students' sense of responsibility towards their 

learning and also the learning of others. In this learning, students were 

divided into several study groups consisting of 4 to 5 people. In this 

case, the English teachers at SMP Muhammadiyah 01 Kartasura uses the 

jigsaw learning method intending to build student confidence such as 

reading dialogue and also by using the jigsaw learning method would be 

easier to manage the very limited time as a whole. But in this case, the 

teacher realized that learning using this group was very ineffective, 

because the students who work were only certain students and was not 

comprehensive, so there would be gaps. This data was taken from the 

results of interviews with the English teachers. 

(Interviwer)   : “What learning methods do teachers use to 

overcome the obstacles faced by students of the 

8th grade in SMP Muhammadiyah 01 Kartasura 

in teaching speaking?" 

(The English teacher): "I am more inclined to use the Jigsaw method 

which aims to hone students' mental and self-

confidence because when students work 

cooperatively, students will be more enthusiastic 

than they work individually" 

 Based on the results of interviews conducted by researcher with English 8
th

 

grade teachers of SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Kartasura about the methods teachers 
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used to overcome obstacles faced by students in learning speaking, the teachers 

believed that the methods they used were still less effective in overcoming 

existing obstacles. This can be known from the results of interview conducted by 

researcher against teachers. 

(Interviwer)  : “Are your efforts can overcome the obstacles in learning 

English, especially in speaking?” 

(The English teacher) : “Just a little” 

 

The results obtained in this study are almost the same as the results of the 

previous studies about the obstacles faced by students in learning English, 

especially in learning speaking. The similarity of this research with previous 

researches is the obstacles faced by students in learning speaking due to internal 

factors and external factors. 

Based on previous research conducted by  Tanveer (2007), in learning 

English, especially speaking there are several factors that are very influential for 

students, namely internal factors and external factors. 

Table 2. Factors that Hinder Students in Learning English, Especially in Learning 

Speaking by Tanveer (2007) 

Internal Factors External Factors 

Lack of learning-motivation  The environment 

 Lack of practice with others  

 

While the differences obstacles in the study conducted at 8
th

 grade students of 

SMP Muhammadiyah 01 Kartasura are as follows: 
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Table 3. Factors that Hinder The 8
th

 Grade Students of SMP 

Muhammadiyah 01 Kartasura in Learning English, Especially in Learning 

Speaking 

No Internal Factors External Factors 

1. Mother tongue Unsupportive environment 

2. Lack of learning-motivation There are too many students in one class 

3. Fear of mistake Limited learning time 

4. Shyness Different class characters 

5. Anxiety  

6. Lack of confidence  

 

The similarity of this research with the research conducted by Gan (2012) 

is equally researching the obstacles faced by students in learning speaking. 

However, in Gan's research, the subject focuses on undergraduate education 

students (English) and aims to develop the ESL (English as a second language) 

curriculum, while in this study the subject focuses on 8th grade students of 

SMP Muhammadiyah 01 Kartasura which aims to identify obstacles faced by 

students in learning English, especially in learning speaking. By knowing the 

obstacles faced by students in learning speaking, the teacher will more easily 

evaluate the learning methods, so the materials that the teacher gave can be 

accepted by students easily and make students enjoy and interested in the 

material delivered by the teacher in class, and for curriculum development, it is 

expected to make curricula that are appropriate to the obstacles that exist in 

schools in general, such as limiting the number of students in each class in 

order to make the teachers easily to condition and giving material to students 

intensively. 

The difference between this research and Khamkhien (2010). In his 

research, Khamkhien explained the method of learning (Active Learning) and 

learning English using the mother tongue, and in this study, there is a research 

equation that is equally researching active learning which is applied as a 

method of learning foreign languages, especially English language. 

Furthermore, this research differs from the research conducted by 

Chowdhury & Shaila (2013). Nargis Chowdhury only explains the obstacles in 
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teaching speaking in large classes, but in this finding, there are similarities in 

the obstacles faced by 8
th

 grade students of SMP Muhammadiyah 01 Kartasura, 

namely the number of students that are too many in one class so that students 

feel difficult to learn English in class. With a very large number of students, 

teacher find it difficult to condition the class. Obstacles that occur in large 

classes include the influence of traditional learning methods that inhibit 

interactive class participation. Secondly, students have different character and 

abilities in large classes. The third is the nervousness of students who are shy 

and lack interaction in class. The fourth is the lack of participation from 

students. And the fifth is keeping discipline difficult. 

Furthermore, research conducted by Tokoz-Goktepe (2014). In this study 

there is an equation that is equally researching about the obstacles that exist in 

learning speaking, and in this case encouraged by active learning methods and 

also pedagogical teacher's knowledge to overcome the obstacles in teaching 

speaking, but in this study conducted by Goktepe only found one obstacle that 

was the cause in teaching speaking, namely self identity, while in this study 

there were two obstacles factors, namely internal and external factors. 

Furthermore, research conducted by  Zaim (2013). The equation of this 

research is that they both examine the obstacles faced by students in learning 

English in class. The difference, in Zaim's research, the obstacle that he 

encountered was the assessment of teacher who still used the test model in 

assessing students both in assessing learning processes and outcomes, 

regardless of whether it measured cognitive, affective, or psychomotor aspects. 

The process is only able to describe aspects of mastery of student concepts, not 

on aspects of products or processes, therefore authentic assessment is the main 

reason for making them more compatible with students' abilities. But unlike the 

research conducted by Faisal, more inclined to active learning. According to 

Dewey (1986), the application of learning by doing learning will further 

enhance students' abilities in speaking and will increase experiential learning. 

Furthermore, research conducted by Muamaroh (2013). In this research 

there are similarities, im Muamaroh’s research explained about the cooperative 
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learning (CL) should be applied in teaching and learning speaking in order to 

improve the studends’ abiliy and convidence. As we know cooperative learning 

is one of method that taken from the active learning which is a learning method 

that requires students to learn actively in the classroom with the aim of training 

and honing students' abilities and confidence. The difference in this research is 

the research subject. The subject in the Muamaroh’s study was undergraduate 

student at a private university in Indonesia, while the subject in my research 

was taken from the students of SMP Muhammadiyah Kartasura. 

4. CLOSING 

4.1 Conclusion 

Based  on the results of research and discussion, it can be concluded as 

follows: 

1. The obstacles faced by students of the 8th grade in SMP Muhammadiyah 

01 Kartasura in learning English, especially speaking, are divided into two 

factors, namely internal factors, and external factors. The first is the 

internal factors. In internal factors, there are six obstacles faced by student 

in learning speaking such as mother tongue, lack of motivation, fear of 

mistake, shyness, anxiety and lack of confidence. Next is the external 

factor. External factors are divided into four, namely, unsupportive 

environment, limited learning time, there are too many students in one 

class and different class characters. 

2. There are several attempts applied by the English teacher of SMP 

Muhammadiyah 01 Kartasura in dealing with obstacles faced by students 

in learning English, especially in learning speaking, namely by using 

repetition, use memorization, using listening, and using the jigsaw learning 

method. 
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4.2 Suggestion 

 

1. For the English teachers 

a. The obstacles faced by the students hinder them in learning speaking, 

so the teachers should be able to find proper teaching techniques wich 

can help the students overcome the obstacles. 

b. The teachers should find more references about teaching speaking to 

help students learn it. 

2. For the school principal 

The school principal should give chance for the English teachers to 

improve their teaching competence such as sending them in seminar and 

workshop. 

3. For the next researchers 

Other researchers should be able to develop this research and provide 

constructive scientific information to make this research useful for 

teachers and other researchers. 
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