
CHAPTER II

LITERATURE REVIEW

This chapter consists of previous studies and underlying theories. The

theories  will  be  related  to  caretaker  speech,  attention  getter,  speech  act,  and

language form. 

A. Previous Studies

The writer presents some previous studies  used as reference to study

this research.  

1. The  Role  of  Child-Directed  Speech  in  Language  Acquisition:  A Case

Study written by  Matychuk (2005).  This  study examines the nature of

child-directed speech (CDS) spoken by parents to a Japanese infant from

the perspective of functions and social interactionist theory. To analyze

the  data,  each  utterance  of  CDS  was  examined  in  a  local  context  to

determine its suitable function based on Halliday’s function theory. It was

done  to  know whether  the  utterances were included  into  instrumental

function,  regulatory  function,  representational  function,  interactional

function,  personal function,  heuristic function,  or imaginative function.

Then it was compared between fatherese speech and motherese speech to

know who had more dominant role in child language growth using social

interactionist theory. The results of the data analysis showed that there

were  differences  between  parents’  language  functions  distribution.

Mother was more dominant in instrumental function, personal function,

informative  function,  heuristic  function,  interactional  function,  and
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imaginative  function  than  father.   While  regulatory  function  was

dominated by father. From social interactionist theory, the environment

was  viewed  as  central  in  language  growth.  And  the  most  crucial

environment determining language development was parents since it was

the result of parent – child interaction which is different between father

and mother.  The  data  showed that  mother  had  more  interaction  than

father. And child language growth was more influenced by mother role

when she interacted with her child. 

2. Behavioral  and  Physiological  Response  to  Child  Directed  Speech  as

Predictors  of  Communication  Outcomes  in  Children  with  Autism

Spectrum Disorder, a research written by Watson, L.R. et al (2010). This

research intends to determine the extent of behavioral and physiological

responses during CDS related to communication skill in young children

with autism spectrum disorder (ASD). The result of the research showed

that percentage looking during CDS was strongly correlated with all entry

and follow up communication scores; vagal activity during CDS was also

correlated with entry receptive language, follow up expressive language,

and social communicative adaptive skills. 

3. Lip Movement Exaggeration During Infant-Directed Speech,  a research

conducted by  Green,  JR, et al  (2010), its  purpose of the research  is to

describe how mothers modified their lip movements when talking to their

infants.  Data  were  recorded  lip  movements  of  25  mothers  when  they

spoke  to  their  infants  and  other  adults.  Lips  movement  data  were

analyzed  in  its  frequency,  duration,  acoustic  intensity,  and  first  and
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second formant  frequency  of  each vowel.  The maximum fundamental

frequency,  duration,  acoustic  intensity,  and  first  and  second  formant

frequency of each vowel also measured. The result was lip movements

were significantly larger during IDS than adult directed speech, although

the exaggerations were vowel specific. All of the vowels produced during

IDS were characterized by an elevated vocal pitch and a slowed speaking

rate when compared with vowels produced during adult directed speech.

4. A  Study  of  Language  Functions  Used  by  the  Caretakers  of  Autistic

Children in “Miracle Run” written by  Degaf (2010), this study focused

on language function of speech used by caretakers of autistic children in

Miracle Run.  There were three objectives of this study:  to find out the

kinds and the effectiveness of language functions used by caretakers, and to

describe the most dominant kinds of language functions found. The results

of this  study were that the language function of caretaker speeches in

Miracle  Run  consists  of:  instrumental  function,  regulatory  function,

representational  function,  interactional  function,  personal  function,

heuristic  function  and  imaginative  function.  Then  the  most  dominant

language function  is regulatory function.  And the last,  the effective of

language functions of caretaker speech in talking to autistic children in

Miracle  Run were  regulatory  function,  representational  function,

interactional  function,  personal  function,  heuristic  function  and

imaginative function. Only instrumental function that was not effective in

talking to autistic children. 
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5. The Characteristic  of  Caretaker Speech  of Native Speaker  of English:

Conversation  Found  in  Imagine  That  Movie investigated  by  Pambudi

(2015), it has two purposes: to find the characteristics of caretaker speech,

and  to  find  the  language  form  and  language  function  types  of  the

caretaker speech. Then the finding shows that there are four characteristic

of caretaker speech: tone of voice, addressing what children are doing,

many ways of saying different things,  simple utterance and the use of

name.  The  other  result  shows  that  there  are  seven  kinds  of  language

function:  instrumental  function,  interactional  function,  regulatory

function,  imaginative  function,  personal  function,  representational

function, and heuristic function.

6. The Speech Act of Apology: Apology Behaviour of British English and

Advanced Greek Speakers of English, it is conducted by Gonda, T (2001).

The  objectives  of  the  research  were:  to  find  the  differences  between

nonnative and native speakers of English,  and to  examine the relation

between the apology behavior and the contextual factors of severity of

offence and social distance of the interlocutors determine the choice of

apology strategies. The result of the research was that (1) there were no

major  differences  between  the  two  groups  of  speakers.  The  only

significant  differences  were  in  the  use  of  strategy  of  repair  and

combination of strategies. The difference was as a result of the difference

cultural characteristics or the tendency of the nonnative speakers to use

more words, (2) both severity of offence and social distance affected the
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use of explanation, repair, and combination of strategies. Only severity

resulted in an increased use of intensification and emotional. 

7. A Speech Act Analysis of Zaid Utterances in Moustapha Akkad’s Movie

The  Message, a  reseach  written  by  Muttaqin  (2013).  This  research

analyzes the spech act of Zaid’s utterance in The Message. The finding is

that there utterances found contain four speech act types: representative,

directive,  commissive,  and  declarative.  Among  those  types,  the  most

dominant one is in the use of representative. 

8. Mianawati,  Ratih Santi (2013)  A Pragmatic Analysis  of Speech Acts  to

Reveal  Nineteen  Sixties  African  American  Women’s Obstacles  in  Tate

Taylor’s The Help.  The objectives of the research are (1) to identify the

types  of  speech  acts found  in  the  three  African  American  women

characters and two white women characters’ utterances in Tate Taylor’s

The Help  and (2)  to  describe  African American women’s obstacles  in

1960s  through  the  speech  acts  of  the  three  African  American  women

characters and two white women characters portrayed in the film. The

finding  shows  that  the  five  types  of  the  acts  are  all  found  in  the

characters’  utterances.  They  are  representative,  directive,  commissive,

expressive, and declaration. Besides the other finding points out that there

are the obstacles faced by the African American women characters which

can be found in the use of the characters’ speech acts. The obstacles faced

by the African American women characters who live in Mississippi are

economic  issue,  educational  issue,  racial  discrimination,  racial

segregation, family disruption, and political issue.
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9. Estigarribia and  Eve  (2007)  write  a  research  entitiled  Getting  and

Maintaining  Attention  in  Talk  to  Young  Children. In  this  study, they

analyze how adults initiate joint attention in talking to young children

(mean ages 1;6 and 3 ;0). The result of the study shows that in showing

the objects to the children, all adults labeled them and provided additional

information about each one. As they talked, they also used gestures to

indicate particular parts or to demonstrate how something moved or used.

And they relied on child gaze as an index of attention throughout each

session.

10. Supriyati  (2015)  writes An Analysis  of Linguistic Form and Language

Function of the Caretakers Speech Found in the Miracle Worker Movie.

The objective of this research is to describe the type of linguistics form

and  type  of  language  function  of  the  caretakers’ speech  found  in  the

Miracle Worker movie.  The linguistics form of the caretaker speech is

studied based on the word types,  phrase,  and sentence.   Based on the

types of, she finds that there are 144 data of words ( it consists of 82 data

or 56, 94% of noun, 20 data or 13, 89% of adjective, 35 data or 24, 30%

of verb, and 7 data or 4, 89% of adverb. Based on its phrase, she finds 25

data of phrase (it consists of 9 data or 36% of noun phrase, 12 data or

48% of verb phrase, and 4 data or 16% of adverbial phrase). Then, based

on its sentence, she finds 42 sentences  (it consists of 21 data or 53,84%

of declarative sentence, 8 data or 20,51% of interrogative sentence, 5 data

or 12,82% of imperative sentence, and 8 data or 12,82%of  exclamatory

sentence). Next topic is about the language function, Supriyati studies her
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research using six types of language functions proposed by Haliday. She

finds  7,69%  of  instrumental  function,  42,30%  of  regulatory  function,

7,69%  of  heuristic  function,  25%  of  interactional  function,  9,61% of

personal function, 5,76% of representational function.

The current research has the similarities to the first previous study. Both of

them have the same issue – caretaker speech or child directed speech. They also

use the same theory of caretaker speech proposed by Clark and Eve (2007). Then

there are many differences of the two researches. For examples, the object of the

study, the previous study takes the object of the Japanese speech of father and

mother  of  Japanese  child.  Its  purpose  is  to  examine  the  speech  based  on  its

language  function  using  Haliday’s  theory  and  its  social  interactionist  using

Vygotsky’s theory. In its  type of research,  it  uses quantitative method. In data

collection technique, it  is done by observing and recording the speech using a

cassette  tape  recorder.  The  result  is  that  it  is  obtained  the  types  of  language

function and its frequency, and types of expressions of social interactionist and its

frequency.  It is different from the current research taking the object of the study –

caretaker  speech found in  Nanny 911.  Its  purposes  are  to  study the  caretaker

speech from the point of view of speech act, attention getter, and language form. It

uses qualitative methods. The data collection technique, it uses documentation and

expert  judgment.  In  data  analyzing  it  uses  data  reduction,  data  display,  and

verivication drawing. So the current result is different from the previous result. 

From  the  second  previous  study,  the  similarities of  the  research  to  the

current research are only laid  on  the issue taken and the theory used, caretaker

speech or CDS. The differences from the two studies are the previous is about the
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speech addressed to autism children, while the current study is about the speech

addressed to the developing children. Both of them also have different purposes.

This previous of the second study  focuses  on  how behavioral and  physiological

response to  child  directed  speech as  predictors of  communication outcomes in

children with autism spectrum disorder, while the current study investigates what

what  types  of  caretaker  speech,  attention  getter,  and  language  form  in  the

caretaker speech addressed to developing child in Nanny 911 show. The result of

Watson, et al (2010) points out that the behavioral response of autism children

shows that  they have less attention to CDS.  It  is  important  for  caregivers to

modify their speech to make them attent to the language. While the physiological

respone of autism children to CDS shows that they demonstrated faster heart rates

than  chronological  age-matched  peers,  but  did  not  differ  significantly  on

respiratory sinus arrhythmia. The heart rate findings suggest that young children

with autism have a nonspecific elevated arousal level.

The similarity of the third previous study to the current study is  in  the

same  discussion  of caretaker  speech  characteristic  that  is  exaggerated  lip

movement. It is as one of the characteristics of caretaker speech mentioned in the

current study. They also have the different purposes. The previous study explores

the  frequency,  duration,  acoustic  intensity  of  the  lip  movement  during  IDS.

Whereas the current study discusses about the speech act type, attention getter,

and language form of the caretaker speech addressed to the children in the age of

4  until  12  years  old.  Then  the  result  of  the  previous  study  shows  that  lip

movements are larger during IDS, especially in producing vowel. In the current
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study, as the speech is not addressed to infant, the researcher does not find the

differentiation of the lip movements of the caretakers. 

Based on the fourth previous study, its similarities to the current study are

the  issue  discussed  that  is  about  careker  speech  and  the  same  way  in  data

collection. Both of these researches have different objects and purposes. In the

first study, the object is the careker speech addressed to autistic child found in the

film of Miracle  Run. Whereas  the object  of  the current  study is  the caretaker

speech addressed to developing children found in Nanny 911. The other example

of their difference is that they also have different purposes. The previous study

discusses  about  types  and  effectiveness  of  the  caretaker  speech  based  on  its

language function. In the current study, it discusses about types, attention getter,

and  language  form of  the  caretkaer  speech.  By  doing  so  they  have  different

results.    In  data  analysis,  the  previous  writer  does  not  mention  the  way  in

analyzing the data using a certain theory of data analysis.

Then, the resemblances  of  the fifth article entitled  The Characteristic  of

Caretaker Speech of Native Speaker of English: Conversation Found in Imagine

That Movie. to the current research are the use of the characteristics of caretaker

speech and the use of language form theory. The differences are in the object of

the study and the other theories applied. The object of this previous study is the

caretaker speech found in Imagine that movie, whereas in the current study, the

object is the caretaker speech found in Nanny 911. In the first study, it also uses

the language function theory. While in the current study implies the theories of

speech act and attention getter.  In the first study there is no writer’s assumption of

her result of the study.
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The  similarity  of  sixth  research  entitled  The  Speech  Act  of  Apology:

Apology Behaviour of British English and Advanced Greek Speakers of English

to the current research is the theme discussed, the speech act. Their differences are

as the previous research investigates  apology (one speech act part),  while the

current research categories the caretaker speech based on speech act types.  Then,

the object of the study, the previous study uses the apology utterances of British

English, while the current research use the caretaker speech found in Nanny 911.

Besides, the previous uses quantitative analysis, while the current use qualitative

research. The purposes are also different, it is to know the differences between

advanced  nonnatives  and  native  speakers  of  English  and  to  now whether  the

factors of severity of offence and social distance of interlocutors determine the

choice of  apology strategies or not. The result of the study shows that there is no

significant difference is found. From the second question, severity of offence and

social distance determine the choice of apology strategies. Nonnative tend to use

more  strategies  and more  lengthy account  of  apology. It  is  different  from the

current study having the purpose to know the types of speech act, the attention

getter, and language form of the caretaker speech found in Nanny 911.

The  similarities  of the seventh study to the current study  are the use of

speech  act  theory  used  to  analyze  the  speech,  and  the  use  of  methodology,

qualitative research.  Besides,  both of  the results   show that  the utterances  are

dominated by representatives. Then the examples of their  differences  are in the

object taken. The object of the previous study is Zaid utterances the film of The

Message, while the object of this current study is the all caretakers speech found

in Nanny 911.
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Research  entitiled  A  Pragmatic  Analysis  of  Speech  Acts  to  Reveal

Nineteen Sixties African American Women’s Obstacles  in Tate Taylor’s The Help

has  two similarities  to  the  current  research,  those  are  about  the reseach type

methodology and the theory used.  Both of them use quanlitative reserch type and

speech  act  theory  used  to  analyze  the  speech..   Some  examples  of  their

differences are in the previous study, the spech act theory is used to analyze the

utterances of  three African American women characters and two white  women

characters’ utterances in that film, while in the current study, the theory is used to

find speech act theory found in the caretaker speech found in Nanny 911. Another

issues investigated in the previous study is to describe African American women’s

obstacles in 1960s through the speech acts of the three African American women

characters and two white women characters portrayed in Tate Taylor’s The Help.

While current research, it  is also investigates the attention getter and language

form in Nanny 911.  

Then, the research entitled  Getting and Maintaining Attention in Talk to

Young Children.  Its only similarity to the current research is about the issue of

attention  getter  of  caretaker  speech.  The  differences  are  in  the  object  of  the

studies.  The previous object is  the  speech of  40  parents of  1,6 - 3 years old

children about how to initiate joint attention in talking to young children. Then the

data are taken by recording the speech addressed to the children.  In The result

shows that in initiating the speech, adults first get their children’s attention with a

summons (e.g. Ready?, See this ?). They also use language and gesture to giver

information about and maintain attention on the target. In doing these way, adults

should be interactive.  
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Based on the next study entitled  An Analysis of Linguistic Form

and Language Function of the Caretakers Speech Found in the Miracle

Worker  Movie,  there are two similarities to the current study. They are

about  the  issue  discussed  that  is  caretaker  speech,  the  theory  used  to

analyze  it  that  is  language  form  theory,  and  the  research  type  that  is

descriptive qualitative. Then there are many differences of the previous

study to the current study. The examples of the differences are the object

of  the  study,  the  objective,  and  the  other  theories  applied.  From  the

previous  study, the object  of the study is  the speech found in  Miracle

Worker Movie. Its objectives are to find the types of language form of the

caretaker speech found in Miracle Worker Movie, and to find the types of

language function of the caretaker speech found in Miracle Worker Movie.

The  other  theory  used  to  analyze  the  speech  in  Haliday’s  language

function.  While  in  the current  study, the object  is  the caretaker  speech

found in  Nanny 911. It also has three purposes: to know the speech act

types,  attention getter, and language form of caretaker  speech found in

Nanny 911. Besides using language form, this study also applies speech

act and attention getter to investigate the caretaker speeh.  

B. Theoretical Review 

Dealing with the research, the writer presents four theories: caretaker

speech, attention getter, speech act, and language form.
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1. Caretaker Speech Theory

Some proponents as Clark and Eve, Yule, Lightbrown and Spada‘s

explained caretaker speech theory. Dealing with the research, the writer

presents some topics included in the theory: notion of caretaker speech,

characteristics of caretaker speech, and attention getter. 

a. The Notion of Caretaker Speech

The main goal of communication is that to make the addressee

understand what are the speaker saying. But sometimes it is not easy

thing to do when the addressees are children. People often found that

children have difficulties in recognizing what adult’s saying. Clark and

Eve (1977: 320) say that this situation is natural and happens to all

children. It is occurred since children know very little about structure

and function of the language   Therefore adults have to modify their

speech  in  order  to  be  easily  understood  by children.  Such  kind of

speech is called by caretaker speech. 
The word caretaker speech is also known by another terms as

child directed speech (CDS), caregiver speech, adult to child language

(ACL).  It  also  refers  to  baby  talk,  infant-directed  speech (IDS),

motherese,  parentese,  mommy talk, or  daddy talk. Some proponents

explain  the  term  of  caretaker  speech.  Yule  (1985:  139)  defines

caretaker  speech  is  as  the  characteristically  simplified  speech  style

adopted by someone who spends a lot of time interacting with a young

child. Lightbrown  and  Spada (1993)  in  Degaf  (2010:16)  define

caretaker speech as the speech directed to children. Fauziati (2009: 98)
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defines caretaker speech is a sort of speech that children receive when

they are still very young.       
Clark and Eve (1977: 320) mention two reasons in studying

caretaker speech: to find out the appropriate model of language that

will be addressed to children, and to measure how much the children

understand the adults’ speech. Hence by means of caretaker speech, it

can be an effective way to communicate and to get children attention.

It also may aid the children to acquire and to comprehend the language

in simpler steps.

b. Characteristics of Caretaker Speech

There are some characteristics of caretaker speech. They are as

follow:

1) It obeys the "here and now" principle.

It means that the caretakers talk about what is going on in the

immediate  environment  of  the  child  at  that  moment.  In  other

words, the speech is about children’s world.  It is about concrete

thing  and  something which is near the children. The example of

caretaker speech related to this principle is  when a child plays a

box of building blocks, the adult  can  say  Build me a tower now

(Clark and Eve.1977:322). 

2) It tends to use simple and restricted vocabulary

When adults talk to children, usually they are very selective

in choosing the words. The words are simple and restricted. For

instance, adult will not say to one or two years old child “That’s an
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Irish wolf hound” when he points to an Irish. He may be better say

a simple sentence “That’s a dog” (Clark and Eve. 1977: 323).  The

words  choosen  by  adults seems  to  be  guided  by  the  following

assumptions: 

a) Some  words  are  easier  for  children  to  pronounce  then

others.  Such kinds of words are usually used by adults to the

very young child. This speech is included in the characteristics

of baby talk: diminutive, onomatopoeic form, and adding the

sound /iy/ to adult’s words ending consonant. Adults appear to

use baby talk words because seem to be easier for children to

pronounce. In diminutive form, adult speakers of English often

replace  the  words  bow  wow for  dog,  pee  pee for  urine.  In

onomatopoeic form, the speech represent  the sounds of various

things as choo choo – the sound of train. While the adding of

the sound of /iy/ as the word doggy, birdy, kitty which are easier

to pronounce than the word dog, bird, and kitten.  

b) Some words are more useful for children than others

In making communication to children, adults will choose

words based on the criteria whether the words will be useful for

the children or not. Brown in Clark and Eve (1977:323) calls it

as “level of utility”. It refers to the the judgment that one word

is  more  likely  to  be  useful  than  another  in  the  child’s own

utterances.  For instance, adult will say and teach the words for

different kind of fruits that the child might eat, such as apple or

20



orange, but not the word fruit. They also tends to use the names

of animals (as bird, cat, etc.), rather than the word  animal. In

several cases, adults use more general words. They tends to be

likely to say tree rather than mention the name of the trees as

oak, ash or birch.

c) Some words that are hard to understand and best avoided. 

As  mentioned  above  that  adults  are  very  selective  in

choosing the words. It will be better to omit or to avoid the

words that are seemed hard to be understood. Snow (1972) in

Clark and Eve (1977: 323) states that in talking to children,

adults often omit the endings as in plural –s  or possessive –s

and articles (the,  a) when speaking to two years  old children

than to ten-years  old children, than to adults. In avoiding the

certain words  as  pronouns like  he,  she or  they,  for  example

adults  will  say “The boy was running. The boy climbed the

tree” rather than they change the word the boy into the pronoun

he (Clark and Eve. 1977: 324). 

3) It is spoken in slow tempo

The speed applied by adults  in  talking to  children  will  be

different from the speed employed by adults in talking to adults.

Remick (1971) and Broen (1972) in Clark and Eve (1977: 326)

explain that when adults chat to two years old children, it will only

half the speed of speech addressed to other adults. When adults talk

to children aged four to six, they go a little faster, but still speak
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more slowly than they do to adults. In talking to children, adults

also  put  in  pauses  between  utterances.  Therefore  both  speaking

slowly and pausing, the speech will be easier to be understood.

4) It tends to use short sentence

In talking, adults tends to use short sentence.  Philips (1973)

in (Clark and Eve. 1977: 326) found that adults’ utterances to other

adults averaged over eight words. While adults’ utterances to two

years old children are average less than four words. The sentences

are  built  in  simpler  construction.  Adults  tend  to  use  a  few

coordinate  and  sub  ordinate  clauses,  and  hardly  any  relative

clauses, complements, or negative construction. 

5) It uses repetition and exaggerated intonation

In making communication to children, adults often repeat the

utterances many times. Snow (1972) in Clark and Eve (1977:327)

found that words repetion of two years old children are three times

more frequent than to ten years old children. Broen (1972) in Clark

and Eve (1977:327)  provides  the  example of  repeated words  as

follow.

Where’s Mommy
Let’s play with Daddy
Look at [the] birdie
Here’s             + …
That’s …
Here comes …

The words in left side of the table are often likely used and

repeated by caretakers to be said together with the words in the

22



right side of the table. Adults can say  Where’s mommy,  Where’s

daddy,  and  Where’s birdie,  etc.  From  these  three  sentences,  it

seems that adults want to emphasize the word  where repeatedly,

and  it  is  done  to  introduce  new  vocabulary  or  and  to  get  the

attention of the children, therefore they will understand what are

adults’ saying (Clark and Eve. 1977: 327). Besides that adults tends

to use exaggerated intonation and heavy stress on the words. This

way is usually used to get children attention.

6) Exaggerate lip movement 

This  theory  was  found  in  the  research  of  Green et  al

(2010:1537).  They  stated  that  in  talking  to  the  child,  lip

movements  were  significantly  larger  than  adult  directed  speech.

The exaggerations were significantly seen in producing the vowel

sound  (/i,  a,  ae,  u/).  The  vowels  produced  during  IDS  were

characterized by an elevated vocal pitch and a slower speaking rate

when  compared  with  vowels  produced  during  adult  directed

speech.

2. Attention Getter Theory

In  communication,  both  speaker  and  hearer  shall  be  in

cooperative.  It means that the hearer will give a respose of what the

speaker say. But sometimes the hearer do not know if the speaker says

to him.  Therefore  it  is  important  to  the speaker  to  get  the hearer’s

attention first.  By doing so, the hearer will listen  attentively for the

next several minutes.and response of what they say. Such kind of way
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is called by attention getter. It can be done by giving certain gesture or

talking. Dealing with the caretaker speech, caretakers also often certain

way  to  get  children’s  attention.  Clark  and  Eve  (1977:321)  divides

attention  getter  into  two  classes:  names and exclamation,  and

modulation. 

The  first, in  getting  the  attention,  adults  employ  names  and

exclamation.  For example, adults often use the child’s name at the

beginning of the utterance, as in  Ned, there’s a car. Adults also use

exclamations like Look! Or Hey! as a preface to each utterance. Names

or exclamation may be repeated at intervals to make sure the child is

still listening, and sometimes adults repeat part or all of what they have

just said,  again apparently to recapture or hold the child’s attention

(Clark and Eve. 1977: 321). 

The second is  the  use  of  modulation.  It  is  used  by adults  to

distinguish  utterances  addressed  to  young  children  from  utterances

addressed to other listeners.  It is divided into two: high pitch voice

and  whispering.  Adults  employ  the  former  for  talking  to  small

children. Garnica  (1975) in Clark and Eve (1977:321)  found that the

pitch of adults’ voices was highest to the youngest children than to the

older children or adult in the same setting.  While whispering is often

applied when children are sitting on adults’ laps or standing right next

to them. They will speak directly into their ears so it is clear they are

intended to listen. . 
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Another form of attention getter is by exaggerate up and down

intonation. According to Garnica’s research that adults used a three –

to four - octave range to two years old. it is twice the normal range

used in adult to adult conversation. Besides, adults also use gestures to

get a child’s attention.  It  is as touching a child’s shoulder or check

(Clark and Eve. 1977: 321).

3. Speech Act Theory

The theory of speech act is formerly introduced by Austin. Then it

is developed by Searle.  This theory is widely used to analyze the role of

utterances  in  relation  to  the  behavior  of  the  speakers  and  hearer  in

interpersonal communication. Relating to the current research, the writer

presents: notion of speech act, types of speech act, and direct and indirect

speech act. 

a. Notion of Speech Act

Yule (2006: 118) defines speech act is as the action performed by

speaker with an utterance. This theory guides us to examine utterances

from the perspective of their function rather than their form.

In speech act theory, when we talk and communicate, we do not

only say the sentence, but we also act. It means that  the  sentence that

we say, it  has  meaning.  It  will  also  be  accompanied  by action  and

results or effects as the consequence.  
b. Types of Speech Act

Performing speech act involves performing locutionary acts and

illocutionary acts (Traugott and Mary. 1980: 229). Then it is also related
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to perlocutionary acts. Those three things will be elaborated in this part

followed by direct and indirect speech acts.
1) Locutionary acts

Locutionary act is semantic or literal meaning of a sentence.

It  is  used  to  state  something  and  has  the  actual  meaning.  For

examples in a sentence It’s raining (Renkema. 1993: 22). It is used

by the speaker to tell to the addressee that the condition when the

speaker says the utterance is rain. Another example, I am hungry, it

means that the writer is being hungry. 
2) Illocutionary acts 

Leech (1983: 199) states that illocutionary act is performing

the  act  in  saying  something.  Illocutionary  act  is  the  act  of

saying.Illocutionary act  is  a  type of  speech act  to  do something

with a certain purpose and function.  Austin formulates it as “In

saying x I was doing Y” (Doi. 2017:23). This act can be known and

understood by the addressee or hearer because it is as the form of

an  agreement and it  is  a  common thing  occurred  in society.

Symbols can also include in this category. Since in using a symbol,

there has been an agreement to give the meaning of it.  It has been

a consensus when someone says the SOS, it means that the speaker

needs a help. As SOS is the abbreviation of Save Our Soul. Another

example, when a man says “It’s rain” to his darling. It can be meant

that the man cannot come to his darling’s house since it is rain. It

can also be seen from the sentence “I am hungry”. It is not only to

show that the speaker is hungry, it can be meant that the speaker

wants to find some food to eat. Identifying the meaning of this act
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have to concern about who is the speaker, the addressee, and when

and where the utterance is spoken. Some kinds of acts included in

illocutionary  acts  are  promising,  warning,  greeting,  reminding,

informing, and commanding (Traugott and Mary. 1980: 229). 
Utterances can be included in illocutionary acts if they have

some conditions:  it  has  a  certain  force  (illocutionary  force)  and

effect  to  the addressee or hearer. Fauziati (2009:  174) gives  the

examples “I do” (take this woman to be my lawful wedded wife) –

as uttered in the course of the marriage ceremony. The illocutionary

force resulted of the utterance is that the speaker (a man) take the

addressee (a woman) to be his wife. While the effect is that there is

no one that can bother her, because she had become the wife of the

man. 
Then Searle in Traugott and Mary (1980: 229) mentions the

categories  of  speech  acts into  representatives,  directives,

commissives, expressives, and declarative. 
a) Representatives (assertives)

It is a speech act whose purpose is to convey information from

one agent to (the speaker) to another agent (the hearer). This

act includes describing, claiming, hypothesizing, insisting and

predicting.  This  kind  of  speech  act  can  be  judged  for  truth

value. Example: Sales has risen by 20%.
b) Directives 

A directive  is  a  speech  act  where  the  speaker  requests  the

hearer  to  carry  out  some  action.  This  act  includes

commanding, requesting, inviting, forbidding, and suggesting.

Example: Please press the Enter button. 
c) Commissives
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A commissive is a speech act whose purpose is to commit the

speaker to carry out some action. This includes acts in which

the  words  commit  the  speaker  to  future  action,  such  as

promising,  offering,  threatening,  refusing,  vowing  and

volunteering.  Example:  I  promise to  pay before 1 February

2003.
d) Expressive

An expressive is a speech act having a purpose to express the

speaker’s  attitude.  This  act  includes  apologizing,  praising,

congratulating,  deploring  and  regretting.  They  express

psychological state. Example: I hate bills. I’m really sorry. 
e) Declaratives 

A declarative is a speech act where the speaker brings about

some state of affairs. Example: I now pronounce you husband

and wife. 

3) Perlocutionary Acts
Austin (1975) in Doi (2017:23) states that  perlocutionary

act is the “‘consequential effects’ invoked in the audience, or the

intention or purpose of the speaker by saying such and such.The

effects  can  be  persuading,  convincing,  scaring,  enlightening,

inspiring, or otherwise getting someone to do or realize something,

If the example of locutionary act is John promises to buy paper. So

the effect or the perlocutionary act is Peter will not buy paper. 

c. Direct and Indirect Speech Act

Yule (2006: 118) explains the direct and indirect speech act as

the following table. 
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Sentence Structures Function
Did you eat the pizza? Interrogative Question
Eat the pizza (please)! Imperative Command

(request)

You eat the pizza. Declarative Statement
Table 1. Direct and Indirect Speech

When the utterance Did you eat pizza? has the structure of interrogative

sentence and the function question, such kind of  speech is called as

direct speech act. It is uttered explicitly and directly. It will be different

from  the  utterance  as  Can  you  pass  the  salt,  please?  This  speech

definitely has the interrogative structure but when we look at it greatly,

this utterance has the function to request something. This is called as

indirect speech act. 

Relating  to  indirect  speech,  Searle  introduces  the  notions  of

primary and secondary illocutionary acts. The primary illocutionary act

is the indirect one while the secondary illocutionary act is the direct

one.  Utterances  will  be  identified  as  indirect  speech  acts  (primary

illocutionary acts) if they fulfill these conditions: the speaker believes

the  information  is  true,  the  speaker  has  evidence  for  its  truth,  the

speaker has a reason for wanting the addressee to know it,  and it  is

possible  the addressee  is  not  aware of  it  (Traugott  and Mary. 1980:

234). 

4. Language Form Theory

Language form is also called as the surface structure of language. It

refers to the shape and structure of language. It involves: word, phrase,

clause, and sentence. 
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a. Word 

In  SIL glossary  of  linguistics,  word   is  defined  as  a  unit

which is  a  constituent  at  the phrase level  and above. It  involves

noun, verb, adjective, and adverb.

1) Noun

It is a word functioning as a subject, object, or subjective

complement  (Frank.  1972:2).  The explanation  about  noun is

divided into types of nouns, function of nouns, form of nouns,

and markers of nouns. 

a) Types of nouns

Frank  (1972:6-7)  mentions  types  of  nouns  consisted  of

proper  noun,  concrete  or  abstract  noun,  countable  or

uncountable nouns, and collective nouns. 

- Proper noun

Proper  noun  is  noun  begins  with  capital  letter  in

writing.  It  includes  personal  names;  names  of

geographic  units  such as  countries,  cities,  rivers,  etc,

names of nationalities and religions, names of holiday,

names of time units, words used for personification.  

- Concrete or abstract noun
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A concrete noun is a word for a physical object that can

be perceived by the sense – we can see, touch, smell the

object. While an abstract noun is a word for concept –it

is an idea that exist in our minds only. 

- Countable or uncountable nouns

Countable noun is comprised into singular and plural.

Some characteristics of countable noun are: 

 It  can be changed into plural form. For examples:

book -  books,  box  -  boxes,   wife  -  wives,  child  -

children, woman-women, etc.  

 It can be coupled with the article “the” both in plural

and  singular  form.  For  examples  the  book,  the

books, the wife, the wives, etc. 

 In the plural form, countable noun can be coupled

by some or any, several, many,  a lot of, all of, none

of,  both, or  a few.  

 In singular form, countable noun can be coupled by

a or an. 

Some characteristics of countable noun are they can be

made by the addition  of  -s  (example:  one girl  -  two

girls) 

- Collective nouns

It is a word used to express a group. This noun can be

human, animal, object or abstract. Examples: 
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 group of people: audience, army, class, committee, 

couple, crew, gang, family, jury, navy, police, 

senate, society, staff, team. 

 group of animals: colony, deer, fish, flock, herd. 

 groups of object or abstract things: bunch, bundle, 

clump, company, department, equipment, faculty, 

furniture, pair.

b) Function of nouns

Frank  (1972:9-11)  mentios  that  nouns  has  two

functions.  They  are  as  central  core  and  as  modification

structures.

As  a  central  core:  noun becomes  subject  of  verb,

complement of verb, subjective complement, and objective

complement. 

 As  subject  of  verb:  noun  is  who  or  what  is  being

talked about. Example: The girl is resting.

 As  complement  of  verb:  noun  completes  the

predication after the verb. It can be direct or indirect

object.  Example:  We need some  money. Please give

that man some money. 

 As subjective complement. It means that noun has the

same identity as the subject. It is used after a linking

verb to refer back to the subject. Example: Washington

was the first President of the United States. 
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 As objective complement. It is an object following the

direct object that has the same identity as the direct

object.  Example:  The  country  elected  Washington

President. The objective complement may be preceded

by as – the country elected Washington as president. 

As a modification structures, it means that noun can

modify the structure of the sentence. Noun can be object of

preposition and noun adjunct. 

 As the object of preposition, noun completes the idea

of time, direction, position, etc begun by preposition.

Without  preposition,  noun  causes  odd  meaning.

Example: The student sat at his desk.  

 As noun adjunct, it is a noun used in adjective position

before another noun, the two together forming a noun

compound.  Example:  She  is  going  to  the  grocery

store. 

c) Form of nouns

Frank  (1972:14-15)  divides  noun  forms  into

inflectional  form,  plural  inflectional,  possessive

inflectional form,  and derivational form.

﹣ Inflectional form

Inflectional  is  process  of  word  formation  in  which

items are added to the base form of a word to express
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grammatical  meaning. This  formation  may  indicate:

gender, case, and number. 

Examples: waiter - waitress, goat - goats, fox - foxes,

mouse - mice, etc. 

﹣ Plural inflectional 

Some characteristics of plural inflection are as follow:

Adding  s  to  singular  form.  Boy  –  boys,  apple  –

apples. 

Adding es after a sibilant sound spelled as s, z, ch,

sh, x. But if final ch is pronounced [k],so s is added

as in the word monarch – monarchs.

After y preceded by a consonant, the y is changed to

i and es is added. Example lady – ladies. But if final

y is preceded by a vowel, no change is made (valley

– valleys) 

- Possessive inflectional form 

There are two forms of possessive inflectional. They

are:  

 A singular noun is changed to possessive form by

the addition of “s (one boy’s mother).

 A plural noun becomes possessive by the addition of

alone to the final s (two boys’ mothers}. Except an

irregular  plural  noun,  ‘s  is  added.  Example

children’s mothers. 
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- Derivational form of nouns

It is noun  that is formed by adding  affix  in the base

word (root or stem). Then the new resulted word have

the different meaning from the base word. Examples:

conspire + -acy = conspiracy 

marry + -age = marriage 

emotion + -al = emotional 

guard + -ian = guardian 

d) Markers of nouns: determiner, preposition. 

To know whether the word belongs to noun or not, it can

be seen from the following characteristics.

﹣ Noun can be preceded by determiner. They are article

(the,  a,  and  an),  possessive  (my,  ‘s),  demonstrative

(this, these, that, and those), numbers (one, two, three,

etc),  words  of  indefinite  quantity  (some,  any, many,

several,  a  lot  of,  much,  more,  little,  less,  and  few).

Examples: the book, my house, John’s class, this chair,

one table, etc.   

﹣ Noun can be preceded by preposition

Example: in the classroom, after the storm, etc.

2) Verb
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Frank  (1972:  47)  states  that  verb  is   a  word  used  to

describe an action, state, or occurance, and forming the main

part  of  the  predicate  of  a  sentence,  such  as  hear,  become,

happen. Some explanation about verb that will be revealed in

this part are: types of verb, grammatical form of verb, voice,

and mood.  

a) Types of verb

There  are  two  types  of  verbs.  These  are  classified  by

complement of verb and form of verb (Frank. 1977: 47-

48). 

- Classified by complement of verb 

This kind of classification is divided into: 

 Predicating and linking verb

Predicate verb is kind of action verb where it

needs  an  action.  Examples  “  babies  cry”.  Cry

shows an action of the baby. The woman  wrote a

letter. Wrote shows an action of the woman.  

Linking verb is a verb connecting words in a

sentence. It connects subject and noun, subject and

adjective,  or  subject  and  adverb.   Linking  verb

consists of verb of sensation, verb of be, and verb

of being.  

 Verb  of  sensation:  appear,  feel,  grow,

 look, smell, sound, taste. 
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 Verb of be: is, am, are, was, wear, be etc.

 Verb  of  being:

(act, appear, be, become, continue, grow, 

 remain, seem, and turn).

 Transitive or intransitive verb

Transitive  verb is  verb  followed  by  direct

object  to  accept  the  action  from  the  subject.

Examples: bake, love, buy.  I  bake  some  cookies.

She loves animals. 

Intransitive verb is verb that is not followed

by  direct  object  as  the  receiver  of  the  action.

Examples: arrive, go, cry,  walk,  etc. The  baby

cries. The verb cries does not need the object. 

 Reflexive verb

Reflexive  verb is transitive  verb followed  by

reflexive pronoun (one of the compound with self as

oneself,myself, 

yourself, herself, himself, itself, yourselves, ourselve

s,  and   themselves)  as direct object. Examples:  My

father  and  I busied ourselves  with  rearranging  our

furniture.  You might hurt yourself  if  you work out

too much every day.

- Classified by form of verb

 Auxilary or Lexical verb
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Auxilary or called as helping word is used to

add  structural  element  as  tense,  voice,  mood  and

aspect  or  to  show  a  statement  and  negative

form.There are two groups of auxilary verb.  They

are primary helping verbs and modal helping verb.

The first one includes be, do, and have. The second

one refers to  can,  could,  may, might,  will,  would,

shall, should, must, and ought to.  

While lexical verbs, it  is also called as main

verb.  It  includes  transitive  and  intransitive  verbs,

linking  verbs,  dynamic  and  stative  verbs,  regular

and irregular verbs. 

 Finite or non finite verb

Finite  verb  is  a  main  verb  that  is  not

accompanied by auxiliary or changed into participle

form. This kind of verb is only found in the form of

present  tense  and  past  tense.  For  examples,  The

verbs appear in each sentence (the word  appear is

in the present sentence),   My father bought a pack

of biscuit (the verb  bought is in past sentence) and

The  president promises to  change  Indonesia (the

verb promises is in the present sentence).

Non  finite  verb  is  not  the  main  verb.  Non

finite verbs are verbs that can not be influenced by
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tense, person, and number. In a sentence, non finite

verb can not stand alone as main verb. It must be

accompanied  by  auxiliary  verb  or  particle  to (to

make  a  noun).  Non-finite  verb types  are   present

participle (-ing  form), past  participle (-ed

form), infinitive (to + verb), and bare infinitive. 

It  is  verb  having  form as  participle,  gerund,

infinitive,  adjective  and  adverb.  For  examples:

He asked me to do this  job.  She is promoting her

product. And Delivering a pizza is a simple job. 

b) Grammatical Form of verb

The grammatical forms is related to the tense. Most

grammarians  give  six  tense  systems  which  include  the

present,  the past,  the future,  the present perfect,  the past

perfect, and future perfect tense (Frank. 1977:52). 

c) Voice

(Frank.  1977:55)  mentions  that  voice  in  grammar

refers to to the active and passive voice. The active voice is

used  in  making  a  straightforward  statement  about  an

action; that is the “doer” of the action is the grammatical

subject, and the “receiver: of the action is the grammatical

object.  In  the  passive  voice,  the  same  action  is  the

grammatical subject, and the original “doer”of the action of

the action is the grammatical object of the preposition by. 
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d) Mood 

Frank  (1977:57)  defines  mood is  the  form  of

the verb that shows the mode or manner in which a thought

is expressed. It is divided into three parts: indicative mood

(statement), imperative, and subjunctive (wish). 

Indicative mood is verb used to make statement and

question. Examples:  The  president  of  Indonesia  is  Joko

Widodo.  Do you know a girl who wear red dress? etc. 

Imperative mood is  a  form of  word  used  to  give

instruction  or  to  advise,  or  to  give  question. Examples:

Sweep the floor please! it was cold, take my jacket! Never

do that again okay? Please ask the permission if you want

to go, etc. 

Subjunctive  mood is  a  form  of  word  having

functions to describe hope or supposition of things that are

likely  very  small  occurred,  or  to  express  request.

Examples:  I wish you were here to accompany me. Wish

me luck!, etc. 

3) Adjective

Frank (1972:3) asserts that adjective  is a word  modifying

the noun or pronoun. Some explanation about adjective that will

be revealed here are types of adjectives, function of adjectives,

position of adjectives, and form of adjectives. 

a) Types of adjective
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﹣ Determiners

Determiners  consist  of  a  small  group of  structure words

without characteristics form. The determiners are

 Articles : the, a, an. 

 Demonstrative adjective: this, plural these, that,plural

those

 Possessive adjectives

* from pronouns: my, your, one’s, etc. 

* from nouns : John’s, the girl’s, etc.

 Numeral adjectives

* cardinal number: one, two, three, etc.

* ordinal number: first, second, third, etc. 

 Adjective of indefinite quantity: some, few, all, more,

etc.

 Relative  and  interrogative  adjective:  whose,  what,

which. 

﹣ Descriptive adjective 

Descriptive  adjective  is  an  adjective  describing  noun

(people,  thing,  animal,  place,  or  abstract  consept).  The

description can shows  its opinion, appearence, personality,

feelings,  size,  shape,  sound,  taste,  touch,  age,  color,

quantity, or purpose. 

a) Functions of adjectives

﹣ Adjective modifying a noun
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It  means  that  the  adjective  is  used  to  describe  the

noun. Example,The small boy. It means that The boy

is small. 

﹣ Adjective modifying a pronoun

It means that the adjective has a function to describe

the pronoun.  

b) Position of adjectives

There are three position of adjectives in sentence. They are

attributive adjective, predicative adjective, and postpositive

adjective. 

﹣ Attributive adjective

It  is  an  adjective   that  is  located  before  noun.

Examples:  I see a beautiful woman waits a bus.  My

mom brings fresh vegetables from the market. 

﹣ Predicative adjective 

It is an adjective form located after verb. Predicative

adjective  is  separated  by  linking  verb  in  sentence.

Examples:  She looks  so  beautiful today.  My  mom’s

food is taste delicious. 

﹣ Postpositive adjective.

It  is  an adjective  form placed right  after  noun in  a

sentence without any separator such as linking verb.

Examples: I need something useful to open this door .

I will tell unspoken word in my hearth to you.
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c) Form of adjectives

There  are  two  forms  of  adjective:  inflectional  and

derivational. 

﹣ Inflectional form of adjectives 

Inflection  is  a  word  having  the  same  meaning  as  the

basic  word.  The  word  added  does  not  change  the

meaning  of  the  basic  word.   The inflectional  form of

adjective can be seen in comparison degree.  Examples

tall - taller, the tallest. 

﹣ Derivational form of adjectives

Derivation  is  a  process  of  word  formation  by  giving

affix.  Either  the additions  are  in  the form of  prefixes,

suffixes,  and  infixes.  Derivation  will  produce  a  new

word having different meaning  of the basic word.  There

are adjective suffixes that are  usually added to nouns or

verb. Suffixes changing nouns to adjective are as follow:

-(i)al, -ar, -ary or -ery, -ed, -en, -esque, -ful, -ic(al), -ish,

-istic, -less, -like, -ly, -ous, -ward, -wide, -y. examples:

monumental,  familiar,  elementary,  etc.  While  suffixes

changing  verbs  to  adjective  are  -able  or  -ible,  -ent  or

-ant,  -ed,  -ile,  -ing,  -ive,  -at(ory).  Examples:  sensible,

dependent, frustrated, etc. 
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4) Adverb

Neufeldt  and Guralnik (1996:19  ) states that adverb is

any  class  of  words  used  generally  to  modify  a  verb,  an

adjective, another adverb,  a phrase, or a clause by expressing

time, place, manner, cause, degree, cause, etc. The explanation

of adverb discussed in this part are: types of adverb, function of

adverb, position of adverb, and form of adverb. 

a) Types of adverb 

Types of  adverbs are  grouped based on its  meaning

classification and emphasizing. Adverb classified by meaning

involves: adverb of manner, adverb of place and direction,

adverb of time, and adverb of intensifying adverb. 

Adverb of manner is an adverb used to state a way of

how an action is done or an event is happened. Examples:

automatically,  carefully, hard,well, in a friendly way, like a

child, etc. 

Adverb of place and direction is an adverb showing

the location and direction. For examples: here, away, outside,

west, etc. 

Adverb of time is a word that describes when, for how

long,  or  how  often  a  certain  action  happened.  Examples:

yesterday, Saturday,recently, nowadays,  soon, already, now,

etc. 
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Then adverbs of intensifying adverbs, they are adverbs

used to state   degree of a sentence.   There  are two kinds of

intensifying  adverbs:  adverb  of  degree  (quantifier)  and

distinguishing  adverbs  (emphasizers).  For  example:  very,

quite,  too,  rather,  extremely,  almost, etc.  The  function  of

adverb of degree is to measure. Its position is right before the

word  measured.  For  example:  She  is  extremely beautiful.

They  have  almost finished the  work..  While  distinguishing

adverbs  are  adverb  which  functions  as  a  confirmation  of

something  previously  explained.  Those  adverbs  are:

especially  (specifically),  exactly  (really),  only  (only),  just

(only), etc.  Its  position is  also before the word stated.  For

examples:  This is  not exactly right,  I just want  to help her,

etc. 

b) Function of adverb

Adverbs have three functions: 

﹣ As modifier of a verb

 In  adverb  of  manner  modifies  verb  most  directly. In

adverbs  of  place  and  time  may  also  be  considered  as

modifying  the  verb,  although  some  grammarians

consider  these  as  modifying  the  entire  sentence.

Examples  :The  boy  threw the  ball  quickly.  The  boy

quickly threw the ball there twice yesterday. 

﹣ As modifier of an adjective or an adverb
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Intensifying  adverbs  of  degree  modify  adjective  or

adverbs in the same way. Example:  The very small boy

threw the ball very quickly. 

﹣ As modifier of an entire sentence

Example: Fortunately, the boy threw the ball quickly. 

b. Phrase

Neufeldt  and Guralnik  (1996:1018) mention  that  phrase  is  a

sequence  of  two  or  more  words  conveying  a  single  thought  or

forming a distinct part of sentence but not containing a subject and

predicate.  By  doing  so,  to  form  meaningful  sentences,  phrases

cannot  stand  alone.  Sometimes  phrases  can  be  adjectives,

prepositions,  or  adverbs.  It   depends  on  the  sentence.  There  are

seven kinds of phrases those will be discussed:  noun phrase, verb

phrase,  adverb  phrase,  adjective  phrase,  prepositional  phrase,

participal phrase, and gerund phrase.  

1) Noun phrase

It  is  phrase  having a  function  as  noun.  Noun phrase  can  be

formed  by  noun+noun (e.g.  newspaper,  school  bag),

noun+of+Noun (e.g.  declaration  of  independence, city  of

angels), determiner+adverb+adjective+ noun (e.g. an extremely

dangerous  sport), Ving + Noun  (as  Gerund) (e.g.  swimming

pool, walking stick), Ving+Noun (as Participle) (e.g. swimming

boy,  walking  dead, and  smoking  man), and V3+Noun  (as

Participle) (e.g. hidden treasure, forbidden city). 
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2) Verb phrase

The verb  phrase means  the  phrase  functions  as  a  verb.  This

phrase consists  of  main  verbs  and auxiliary  verbs  (including

modals).

Examples: 

- She has been studying since yesterday. 

- My family and I will be going to Bali. 

- They may have been being punished. 

3) Adverb phrase

It  is  a word group with an adverb as  its  head. The

other  word  can  be qualifier  (too,  very,  so,  enough,  etc) or

group of prepositional phrase or infinitive phrase.  

Then adverb phrase formed by prepositional phrase may

function as adverb of time, adverb of manner, adverb of place,

adverb of frequency, and adverb of purpose. 

4) Adjective phrase

Adjective  phrase is  a  group  of  words  consisted  of

 adjective (as head)  and modifier, determiner,  and/ or  qualifier/

intensifier.  

Modifier  forms  adjective  phrase  can  located  before

adjective  (premodifier)  or  after  adjective  (post  modifier).

Premodifier used usually in the form of simple adjective, while
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post  modifier usually  use   infinitive or prepositional  phrase.

Examples: 

Modifier Adjective phrase
to happen (infinitive) certain to happen
of the dark (prepositional phrase) afraid of the dark

Table 2. Modifier of Adjective Phrase

Determiners that are usually used to explain adjective are

article (both  definite (the)  and indefinite  articles (a,

an) ), quantifier (many, few, little,  some, etc); distributive (all,

every,  both, etc), demonstrative  adjective (this,  that,  these,

those),  and  possessive  adjective (my, your, his, her,  etc).

Examples:  the beautiful, many young, all poor, this delicious,

etc. 

As  adjective,  adjective phrase also  functions  to  explain

noun. Its position is before/ after noun  (as attributive to noun

phrase) or after linking verb (as predicate).

Examples

Position Adjective Adjective Phrase

Attributive
I  like  dark
chocolate.

I  like  very  dark
chocolate.

Predicativ
e

Tommy is smart.
Tommy  is  extremely
smart.

Table 3. Position of Adjective Phrase

5) Prepositional phrase 
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It is phrase consisted of preposition and object of preposition.

Examples:  by the  ocean,  near the  garden,  over the  cabinet,

etc.

6) Participal phrase

It  is a group of words consisted of   participle,  modifier,  and

noun  or pronoun.  Its  function  is  as  an  adjective.   Example:

Children  interested in music early develop strong intellectual

skills.

7) Gerund phrase

It is phrase consisted of    gerund, object,  and/ or   modifier. Its

function  is  as  noun.  Examples:  Getting  the  best  score  in

math wouldn’t be hard for you,  My plan is teaching her some

healthy tips, etc. 

c. Clause

It is a unit of words having subject and predicate. Frank (1972:223)

states that there are two kinds of clause: independent clause and

dependent clause. 

1) Independent clause 

It is a clause that can stand alone as a sentence.  It is also called

as simple sentence. This kind of clause can be also combined

with  other  independent clause to  make  compound

sentence (using conjunction for,  and,  nor,  but,  or,  yet,  so,

however, rather, therefore,  etc).  Example of  simple sentence:
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The  ceremony  starts  at  07.00  a.m. Example  of  compound

sentence: I like that bag but I have no money.

2) Dependent clause

This kind of clause is like  independent clause,  but  it can not

reveal a whole idea. It is because this clause is begun by the

word  which  functions  as  conjunction,  then  it  results  in  the

meaning and message of the clause is   not clear. This clause

needs subordinator  or  conjunction  then  combined  with

independent  clause to  make  it ‘clear.  There  are  .  three

basic dependent  clauses: noun  clause,  adjective  clause  and

adverbial clause. 

Examples 

Noun clause That today is my birthday is not right.
Adjective clause People  who  chew  well  may  have  healthy

digestion. 
Adverbial clause You were sleeping when she arrived

Table 4. Examples of Dependent Clause

d. Sentence 

Frank (1972: 220) states that sentence is a series of words that at

least  consisted  of  subject  and  predicate.  So  that  it  has  perfect

meaning and understanding. A sentence can also be modified with

an object and a description of place, time, or method. In a sentence,
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not all predicates have objects. This is because not all verbs require

objects. Sentences are classified in two ways: types and number of

full predication. 

1) Types classification

According  to  the  types,  there  are  four  classifications  of

sentences:  declarative,  interrogative,  imperative,  and

exclamatory sentences. 

a) Declarative sentence 

In  a  declarative  sentence  the  subject  and  predicate  have

normal word order. The sentence ends with period in writing

and a drop in speech.

b) Interrogative sentence 

In this  type,  the subject and auxiliary are often reversed.

The sentence ends with a question mark in writing. 

c) Imperative sentence `

In an imperative sentence, only predicate is expressed. 

d) Exclamatory sentences (command, requests)

It  is  kind  of  sentence  expressing   a  strong  feeling

through  exclamation.  It  is  used  to  express  one's  feelings

about  something  spontaneously,  feeling  happy,  sad,
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surprised,  and  so  on.  At  the  end of  the  exclamatory  this

sentence  always  ends  with  an  ‘!’ (exclamation  mark)  but

sometimes it is ended by a period (.) to lessen the force of

the exclamation. 

In  exclamatory  sentences,  we  can  use  the  words  as

what and how.  What is  used when a noun terminates  the

exclamatory phrase. For example What a beautiful hair she

has! While  how is  used  when  an  adjective  or  an  adverb

terminates  the  exclamatory  phrase.  For  example:  How

beautiful she is! 

Besides  using  what  and  how,  sentences  that  are

declarative  in  form  may  also  be  spoken  and  written  as

exclamations, for example: There’s the plane now! 

2) Number of full predication

This classification is based on the number and kind of clauses

within a sentence. Full predication means sentence contains a

subject and a predicate with a finite verb. It shall also be seen

how the clause is. There are two kinds of clauses: dependent

and  independent  clause.  The  independent  clause  is  a  full

predication that may stay alone as a sentence; the dependent

clause  has  a  special  introductory  word  that  makes  the

predication  depend  on  an  independent  clause.  Then  it  is

classified into four classifications: simple sentence, compound
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sentence,  complex  sentence,  and   compound  -  complex

sentence. 

a) Simple sentence

This kind of sentence has only one full predication in the

form of independent clause. Example:  My sister reads the

magazine. 

b) Compound sentence

It is sentence type having two or more independent clause.

Example:  The man stole  the jewelry and he hid it  in  his

home. 

c) Complex sentence

It is sentence type consisted of one independent clause and

one  or  more  dependent  clause.   Example:  The  man who

stole the jewelry  hid it in his home. 

d) Compound - complex sentence 

This sentence type is a combination of compound sentence

and  complex  sentence.  It  has  two  or  more  independent

clauses and one or more dependent clauses. Example:  The

man stole  the jewelry and he hid it  in his  home until  he

could safely get out of town. 
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