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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background  

Communication is an important thing for human being. People need to 

communicate in order to be able to interact to each other.  They talk, use 

gesture, write, use the sign, or use the combination of them to convey what 

they want to say. A good communication occurs when the speaker and the 

hearer communicate coherently. To make it  happen, people can notice the 

principles of talking as with whom they talk to, what they should talk about, 

how they talk, and when they should talk it.  

These principles are also implemented when adults talk to children. 

Some adults have little knowledge and experience about how to speak to 

children. So children can not understand what adult said. Sometimes adults 

regard that that all children are the same, so they implement the same way to 

talk. That is why it is important to adults to know how to talk to children by 

learning caretaker speech.  

Children’s communication ability is not as perfect as adults’ yet. 

Fauziati (2009: 88-93) states that this condition is influenced by several 

factors as the oral organ, the vocabulary mastery, and the ability to make 

sentence(s) orderly that are not had by the children yet.   For the younger 

children, their language ability are still in the stages of  babbling (6 months 

old), one word or holophrastic stage (10-12 months old), two word stage 

(around the age of 18 to 24 months), or telegraphic stage (around 25 months to 
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28 months old or so).   Children have less knowledge on the structure and 

function of language to communicate than adult.  Children cannot be able yet 

to acquire the complexities of language easily. In accordance with the 

development of their chronological age, children’s language will more 

develop.   By doing so, when adults talk to children, they often make 

necessary adjustments to make sure that children understand what they say. 

They often have to modify their speech in order to be easily understood by 

children. Such speech is termed as caretaker speech that is speech addressed to 

the children. Caretakers can be parents, grandparents, nanny, or other adults 

living around the children.      

Dealing with caretaker speech, research is done through analyzing the 

speech uttered by caretakers addressed to the children. The speech can be 

observed directly or indirectly. Directly means that it needs the writer’s 

presence in the object of the study, for example the writer comes to a certain 

English speech family or English environment. Indirectly in the other hand, it 

does not need the writer’s presence in the object of the study. Speech can be 

observed through other sources such as novel, film, drama, show, speech, etc. 

In this research, the writer is interested in analyzing the TV program “Nanny 

911 reality show”.  

Nanny 911 is a good TV program having great attention from many 

audiences throughout the world. It tells about parents struggling in coping 

children's unmanageable behavior. Children handled are under thirteen years 

of age but usually they are younger than nine years of age. Parents have given 

up and do not know how to manage their children.  It has become parent's 
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worst nightmare. Then they call Nanny 911 in order to save and help them to 

solve their problem. So, it is not surprising that Nanny 911 becomes one of 

educating programs used by parents as reference to handle their unmanageable 

child (children) and it is loved by many viewers around the world.  

The episode making the writer interested in this show is the 9th episode 

of the 1st season - The Finck Family. It contains many caretakers speech which 

are addressed to the six unmanagable children in a family having different 

ages. The examples of caretaker speech are  (35/CS/V.2/DT: 

00:06:42/TFF/N911) Did you get angry? Did you get mad? Yeah.., You got 

mad and you through the things, (42/CS/V.2/DT:0:08:17/TFF/N911) Amanda, 

we’re all playing together. 

Besides that, the choice of words, phrases, and sentences in the 

caretaker speech  found in Nanny 911 are  effective enough for the children, so 

that they can understand it easlier. The effectivity can be viewed from its 

speech act, attention getter,  and language form. Hence the writer conducts the 

research entitled A Study on Caretaker Speech Found in Nanny 911. This 

study explores it based on three points of view: speech act, attention getter, 

and language form.   

 

B. Problem Statement 

Based on the background of the study, the writer formulates the 

research questions as follow:  

1. What are the kinds and the functions of speech act of caretaker speech 

found in Nanny 911? 
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2. What are the types and the reasons of attention getter in the caretaker 

speech found in Nanny 911? 

3. What are types of language form of the caretaker speech found in Nanny 

911? 

 

C. Objective of the Study 

In relevance with the problem statement stating above, the writer 

attempts to present the objectives of the research. Those are:  

1. To describe the kinds and the reasons of caretaker speech’s speech act 

found in Nanny 911. 

2. To describe the attention getter and the reasons of caretaker speech found 

in Nanny 911. 

3. To describe the caretaker speech’s language form found in Nanny 911. 

 

D. Benefit of the Study 

The significance of the study deals with: 

1. Theoretical benefit 

The writer hopes this study contributes on language use in 

psycholinguistics field. She also hopes it can enrich information and help 

next researchers in studying caretaker speech.  

2. Practical benefit 

The researcher also hopes that this study will be worth enough to be an 

additional reference for teachers and other researcher.  
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a. For teachers   

By reading this study, teachers (especially teachers for young learners) 

can learn caretaker speech found in Nanny 911. They will know how to 

speak effectilvely to the students especially in handling the 

unmanagable students.  

b. For other researchers  

It can be signified for other researchers who want to make further 

studies about caretaker speech.  


